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MADAME DE SEVIGN&, &c. 


[Hie Letter* With an aatcritk before the nu »lw 
are new Letter*, j 


MS ITER CXLVHL 

1 I (>M M \D \ML DI sLVlGNJa TO MADAM l !>& OtUGN \N. 

The Rock*, SuiKUy, Not. 1, 1*71. 

II the first httrr of Coul anges’s, which w is wns 
like tht oiher tbrei, I could absolutely ctyinr uxitiori, 
lor no one can untc bcttvri you make a little dialog u, 
bctwcui you that is wmth all that can be* said in the com- 
mon way , each thrown in hie jnrt so pleasantly With 
regfttd to you, my deai child, I utfdflrsund yon per- 
fectly, when you consent that Con! angles should sc* out 
to*moriow, rather than stay with joo all his hfe-tune. 
You dread that kind of f-termty, as I dread going in a 
litter w»th any one: then is only one person in the 
world with whom 1 would consent to g'> ; 1 shall not 
tell you who. I am terv glad to be acquainted with 
Jacquemarre and Martpimtc*. I fancy Hi j self wdji 

* The two figure* arc to called that tfrike tht hoar* 
the tt*e|*k at Leathers 

VOi. it. 
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♦ yov ajl, and think I set you and t . i , j* 
f to Jrrr-your dress when I get to n 

yau^Sjfiftt sma^^but no more pregnancies, my deal 
(m i ignaB y 4 ^ (^tuinatcjiy conjure von, base some pity 
on you/ charming wife, arid let her lie, like good fal- 
low-gnmtid, foi awhile, pionnse pic but this and T 
will love you from the bottom of my heart. 1 1 an easih 
guess, my dear child, what your apprehc nsiuns vu io ut 
the kai of losing your chief piesident; youi imagina- 
tion goes too fast, foF there is no danger; mine too 
plajs me the same tricks eveiy moment: I limy a’ 
th\t is dc u m good to me is on the point of hung ten i 
fiom me tot tvor, and my heart is filled with such h 
ter pangs that it they were as lasting as they air \i<* 
lent, 1 should sink under them. On these oci imoji 
\\ c should call to oui assistance an intue u situation to 
the dispensations and will of God. Dots not M. Nicole 
expatiate admnably on that subject ; I am quite m 
npUitcs with him ■ I ne\er met with Ins equal It is 
tiui, tht mdiilcrenu he lequnes of us about woildly 
esteem oi temuie, demands more than human peifec- 
tion. 1 am ks9 capable than an) one of entering 
into his opinion here, at least in pi ictice, yet it i* still 
a pleasute to meditate with him on the subject, and to 
reflect properly on the vanity oi being affected with 
pleasure or concern for Wh a bubble; perhaps, from 
being tom inced of the truth of his arguments, we may 
in tune make use of them on some certain occasion. 
In short, it is a real treasure to have so good a nnrror 
in which to \iew the weakness and impotence of our 
own he art &, howevei w>t may act. M» d’Aadilh is no 
less channcd than ourselves with this esoeUent work. 

Id* dc CouUnges has won ) our money, you say ; but 
atiMfr yqp had laughing enough for it. Nothing can 
he wrote to hu wife. 1 da not think 1 shall 
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part with him this winter, I shall be so happy t$ .con- 
verse with a man who has seen acid admired you so 
lately; as for Ad he mar, since he is a wiejeed ’creature, 
I will turn hitn out of door£ ; to he sui^ b* has a regi- 
ment, and may enter by force. I am told that this regi- 
ment is an agteeable distinction ; but is it not rumoyp 
likewise? What I like best in it, is the king’s reraem- 
bcung Adheraar in his absence ; would to God he mo y 
remember lus elder brother too, since he can go as far 
as Sweden in search of faithful servants *• 

I love the coadjutor for loving me so long : chevalier 
Adheinar, approach, that I may embrace you : I am 
stiangely attached to these Gngnant: it will be long’ 
before 1VI. Nicole’s book will pi educe such fine effects 
in me as it has done m M. de Grignati. I have tics on 
all tides ; but tide is one in paiticular that I feel in my 
veiy marrow; and what can M. Nicole do theie? 
Good God 1 how truly I can admire him f But how far 
am I ftom that happy indifference he wishes to inspire! 
Farewell, my dearest child! Do you not pity me for 
what 1 must feel now I know you are in the last stage 
of your pregnancy ? Take care of yOurself, if you have 
any love tor mo. I am grieved to see all youi Parisian 
faces quU you one after another : you have your hus- 
band with you indeed, and his is a Parisian face. My 
child, you mu*t not suffer yourself to be totally for- 
gotten in that country : I must take you back with mat 
you must agree to it. 

The abbe £ffiat’s marriage has not taken place yet; 
he has required time to consider of it : in my opinion 
the affair is at an end. 

• See tk* note rcUu&g to M. de Pompon ne, Lf ttf^iOt, 
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LETTER CXLIX. 

TO a Hr S \ME. 

•m 

The U'xka, \V« fines’ 'Vc \ t, 167» 
An f my dear child, what a strange scene passtd the 
day two years at Livri* 1 I low was my heait picned 
with anguish at that penod’ but 1 ought not to dwell 
on such melancholy recollections. Let us talk of M. 
Nicole, it is a long time since we have said a word about 
him. There is a gieat deal of justice in your observa- 
tion respecting the nadiftt icnce h< requires us to show to 
the opinion of the world; I think with you, that phi- 
losophy will hardly be found sufficient of itself, with- 
out the assistance of gjace. He lays so great a stress on 
pu serving peace and good fellowship with our neigh- 
bour md recommends so many things to us in order to 
attain these, that it is next to an impossibility, after this, 
to be indifferent to what the world thinks of us. Guess 
what I am doing; lam beginning this treatise again: 
methinl<il could wish to swallow it, like Ezekiel's toll. 
I am delighted with what he says on the subject of 
pride and self-love, which enter into all disputes, under 
tjte feigned name of the love of truth : in short, this 
treatise will apply to* more than one in the world; but 
I cannot help thinking, that he had" me principally in 
fciewrwhen he wrote it. He says, eloquence, and a 
jHow of words, give a lustre to the thoughts; I greatly 
$tlmire that expression ; I thought it bt autilul and new. 
Tbe word htsitc is extremely apposite there, do you not 
pink so ? We must read this book together at Gngnan. 
afore I to nurse \ ou in vour lying-m, it would be a fine 

RMhk edswr to « mweamage of mad. Gngnan at Ltvn, the 4tli of 
HMtawk bee Letter 1J8, 
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opportunity: but wliat cm I do for you at this dis- 
tance ? I |>u»s nn time in having masses said for you 
c \erv clay, and in a multitude of disagn eable thought*, 
winch cm be of no serMtc to > ou which, how- 
c\er, it is impos 1 ble to a^id. I have at piew&t ^en 
ot twelve wot kmc n m the ait, rawing the timbers of attr 
chapel , they tun backward and foiwaid u|xm tboeut* 
M(lc of it like 40 many r Us , they hold by nothing, and 
arc ctery instint m danger of breaking their necks and 
make my back ache with endeavouring to help them 
beW One cannot but \dmue the wonderful effects of 
1’iouricnce in the desiu of gun, and be thankful, that 
such people are created, who are willing to do Foi a 
shilling what others would not do for a hundred thou* 
sand pounds. " Q thrice-happy they who plant cub* 
boges* when they have one foot on the ground, thft* 
Oihtt is not far oik” I have this from a very good dw> 
thor *. We have planters too w ith u^, w ho are forming 
new avenues ; I hold the young tiees myset£ while they 
set them in the ground, unless »t rains so that theftf $4 
no being abroad : but the weather almost drives me ik 
despair, and makes me wish for a sylfSb 4o transport 
to Pai is. Madame de la Fayette says, that since ydflg 
tell the story of Auger in so serious a manner, she Is pm*' 
suaded nothing can be more true j and that you are 
no means jesting with me : she thought at first that b 
had been a joke of Coulange^sf aSjfit looks 
it. If you write to him upon the pray MPMril 

m that style. 

You see M. de Louvigm has net been eWe 
chase the postf which wya hts father's : but'M. 

. Puuuge, hi IUmUi. 

f Of cabmel of the Frock g«»rdit, MgmtNbr nmaM fiyWWtt 
wih the irvCTMou to be mb, tU«mw 
mm<> lore of die Un,' to nmpt> * 
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Ltniillade* is well provided for. I did not t hi* . 
should eve.r have beett so much in fortune's wa 
aunt has had a fit of the ague, which has greatly amrm- 
eil me. Your daughter is cutting teeth, and pinches as 
you used to do, which is odd enough. What shall I 
tdj you next? Consider, child, J am in a desert. La 
'jfrocht, whom 1 expected here, is very ill ; so that we 
are quite atone : we read a great deal, and spend the 
^Wirings nftd morning* os usual. 

LM.TT&R CL 

TO THE SAME. 

' K ‘ -} The Rocks, Wednesday, Nov. 11, 167K 

■Wocms to., Heaven, my deaiest child, that to bo cootie 
thinking of you, with the utmost anxiety and 
l^nderness, could be of any real service to you! one 
IMowld think,; "it might not be at together useless to you; 
of vrhtrt service can i be to you, at the distance 
hundred leagues? J do not doubt that every nt* 
#*a*cy precaution is taken >vhere you are ; that the 
Ittst plan h v \s been chosen between going to Aix and 
Returning to Grignan ; that a midwife has been sent for 
itt proper time, to accustom you a litt|e to the sight of 
Her, .and save you the chagrin and impatience that one 
Itituradiy feels at luting a new face : as to a nurse, your 
IMWi women must take care of you or this occasion ; 
they will remember mad, Moreau's wav of managing ; 

a» to yourself, my dear, you must be sure to keep 
jMrself ** tj^iet as possible, and not hazard a fever for 
tte sake of talking, as you did at Pans. What more 

^ fjfluwfcr d* Aifh^oa, dlfoe tfe l» Feuittwtf, and afterww<ls jbawhal 

a* cftiotiel of the Fteitch 

*»S inswdM hv th? king ike «th of J*nuaiy, 1 079 . • 
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“ball I say to you? and what can I say to you that is 
not in the same style r It is nattfia), when the head is 
occupied with these things, to make them the subject of 
diicoui'c ; it is as natural for you to htMiivd of them : 
for rny part, I never dislike tilings in their proper place ; 

1 ought not therefore to write tp you, I think, till I know 
you are brought to* bed : nod that would be very strange 
too ; it is better, my child, that you should accustom 
yourself to thoughts wh ich are so just and natural upon 
proper occasions. . Perhaps you may be brought to-bed 
when this reaches you ; bat whai will that signify, if 
it finds you in good health?' 1 wait for Friday with the 
greatest impatience: seefcow continually 1 fofestal time, 
which I was never fond of doing, find never did before, 
being of opinion, that time flics fast enough, without 
being hurried on. Madame dc In Fayette informs me? 
she intends to write to you soon ; I suppose she wj$T 
not forget to toil you, that La Marans tfitrnc mto , 
ifuecohi apartment the other night, while tb^ywere acV 
ing n Spanish play : she looked HJtemie W 
wintered, and began with w egregteut bhuseter, bjfiaffw - 
wig the upper-hand of madattte duFr^oi, whiel|tead^ 
her laughed at by everybody^ as a very rgnorarit amf* 
ill-bred creature. ' a - " 4 , ^ 

Pomenars parted through fiufvtrteg# the other ifof 
in his way to Laval, where he sawyW grerft erdwd ha* 
sembled ; and opooaskipg uhatwjtethe chatter, whs 
told they were f hanging a gentleitoiii in effigy* who had 
stolen the daughter of the ccmuf dfe’CrMnce ; this hap- 
jiefted to be himself : be got as neares he coeSI to the 
scaffold, and finding the pamterhad made a frightful 
resemblance of him, heeomplamedofil bitterly; a df$ 
afterwards supped and slept at the house of the yjttljf 
judge that had passed senteDfiO|^> ^h ^fhe next hdfe 
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mg lie came here, ami was ready to die with lav;:‘ ;r;\ 
in tilling us what had passed; however, he t * 
it best to decamp the morning after, as soon as it was 
jight. 

As to devices, my dear ch ; ld, my poor brain is in a 
very bad condition for thinking of any, much less for in- 
venting them ; however, as there are twelve hours in the 
<lay, and above iifty in the night, my memory has fur- 
nished me with a rocket raised to a great height in the 
air, with these words ; €Sk pin, pur eke s'innalzn, : I 
wish with all my heart it had been mine; I think it ex- 
actly made for Adhcinar, Lei it perish , so it be exalted* 
I am afraid 1 have seen this somewhere in the late tour- 
naments, though 1 cannot exactly say where or when , 
for I think it too pretty to be my own. I remember 
also I laving seen in soma book, a rocket on the subject 
©jF a. lover who bad been bold enough to declare himself 
tQ his mistress with these words, da Vardore Vardite *, 
Which is pretty, but does not apply in this instance. I 
ani jfio&quite sure whether the first I have mentioned is 
ill Strict conformity to|jthe .rules of devices ; for 1 do 

f perfectly understand them all 1 know is, that it 
ased me, and whether it; was *n a tournament, or on 
a seal, is a matter of n6 great importance ; it is scarcely 
possible to invent new <?»e$ for every occasion. You 
have heard me a thousand times repeat that part of d 
line in Tasso, f I used to repeat this so 

often, that the count dfcs Chajtefifcs had a seal engraved 
with aa eagle flying towards the sun, and Valte non te- 
top for the motto ; a very happy device. Perhaps, my 
dear, this is all to m purpose, I care for nothing pro- 
vided you are in health. 

* My coldness arise* fiom my srdovr, 
tb^e^ouefetr. 



MADAME DE fthVIGNl'. 


LETTER CLI. 

TO THE SAMr. 

The Rock*, Sotidiij, Nov. 15,1071, 
Tnr question, whether you had not thrown away m> 
last letters, was only an air ; for though they do noi 
merit the honour you do them, yet, 1 believe, aftei 
keeping those I used to write to you, when you were 
playing with a dolt, that you would keep these ; a bos 
of a moderate size would not now be able to hold them j 
you must have a large chest on purpose. 

There certainly never was any thing mote humorous 
than what you say about Attheniars’s name ; and it is a 
fact, that there is no part of his letters blotted or 
scratched out, but his signature. I am a good deal puz- 
zled about a name for his regiment : 1 have sent you my 
thoughts upon the subject before: you kiutar I prefer 
the name of Adhtmar, and would femtain it at the ha- 
zard of mv life * i but I am afraid T& are on the weakft 
est side in this affair. 1 like the device f extremity, 
Clu pm , put che m'mulzi. This is the true language of 
a little sultan, a little Alexander, a proud, ambitious, 
rashj impetuous little marshal of France. I want sadly 
to know what you think of it, and where 1 bare stolen 
it : for 1 am sure I did not make it $. As to M. CJ-jrt- 

* The regiment mentioned here, is one of the regiment* of hor*e 
celled the Gentlemen* $ Rt'nmcjtls, whh h lake the name pf the colonel * 
this was called tlir Regiment of Git^nan, and went by dm name till th* 
It ath of the marquis of Crngnan in 1 70 

T Thf body of this divtct Wdt> i ak)-rotk/t 

X father B mhours, in his Discmusc on IX vices, that of 

rite count d’llliers, the body of which w'is the same *• the foil-going, 
and die motto Poco dun pw che mumlxi. 

B 5 
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gnan, I firmly believe him ; I am sure that he 
thrush better tlian you ; and so in return I love r v - 
better than him. Let him examine his own hear- 
he loves you, in the same degree shall I love him ; 
ii but one way in which he can convince me of his love 
fjar you. But, my dear child, do you not sometimes 
wonder at the "blunders and mistakes that arise from, 
being separated so long, and placed .at such a distance 
from each other ? I am in pain for you when, perhaps, 
you are m good health ; and when you are ill, a letter 
frofn you makes me perfectly easy at the time 1 receive 
it: but this satisfaction panoot last long; for after all 
you must be brought $ed : and I shall be miserable, 
and hot without reason, till 1 hear of your safe delivery. 
You are resoWed, it soetn*, to lie-in at Lombesc : have 
you engaged yonr surgeon"? JDevtlle’s wife writes r ■— * 
Word that you are acquainted with him ; that is a great 
deal : but I fear, as he bleeds voiv, that he is young, and 
yotmg people have not had much experience iti this 
way. 1 know not whfttlsay: bnt, above all things, 
ftte care of yourself: experience ought to have made 
you wise : for my own part, I am astonished at ray ex- 
tensive knowledge in this respect. 

Bid I tell you that I have planted one of the prettiest 
spots imaginable ? Ift the middle of this spot 1 giant 
myself, where ribbody Will keep me company for fear 
of perishing with voM/Au l Mousse takes a few turns to 
get himself warm, and the abbe runs backwards and 
forwards in business ; but I am fixed there, wrapped 
jgyp Su my long cloak, and thinking of Provence ; for 
that thought fiever quits ijne. I wish much to hear of 
your being safely delivered, before I set out from hence ; 
for you rami' know I look upon the fatigue of the jour- 
ney, and the great anxiety of mi ml I shall necessai ily en- 
sure, as two things impossible to be supported at oucc*. 
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Let me know what name Adhemar has made choice 
of : I tlmik he seems undecided about it. M. 6v (Jri- 
gnan stands up for GrigruM, and with a great deal of jus- 
tice. Rouviilc * is for the other. 1 A\i ink we must re- 
duce it at last to ie petit i^loricux f. 

You ask me if we have any green leaves with t»tt ' 
indeed we have a great many; they are mixed With 
yellow and brown, .which you know makes an adults* 
able mixture for a gown. 

Madumc de beitoeusrre, and madame de Leuville are 
two brisk widows: one has plenty of money, and the 
other of beauty. You do tint mention year assembly ; 

I think it endures longer than ^t kast let me hear 

something about your owit bsati% Wlitt you call 
trifles and nonsense, is what I most in. Alas! 
if these are unpleasant to you, you should never road 
my letters, but burn them. Farewell, , my dear and 
lovely child ; 1 commend toy life to your care. 


LETTER cut 

TO Ttri SAME. 

The Rockn ^Hncidsy, Not. ib, 167 U ■ 
Good heavens! my dear child/ 'in >w,hat a situation 
nAy this letter find you ! It will be the l 8th before you 
receive it ; and, by that tfme^ 1 hope 'fetid trust you will 
be safely delivered. I am "obliged to repeat these 
words frequently to keep up tny spirits ; for my heart 

* Franck count of ftotwifle* remarkable for tbt fritot atrthontyhe 
had gained by always teUiog th^itoKtlfe. 

■f M. de (luillara^nes savior; ottee, tlv.u all Uk Grignans were proud 
(gt'onrur), ami being asked whether Ire though. Afihdraar so, replied, 
Ilei* pt owlish rgimcui'tji and ever afterwards he went by the name 
C&J* petit g/vneux, or tire Little proud or.?. 
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is sometimes so painfully oppressed, that I know 
what to do; hut this is nothing more than natur? 
such an occasion as the present. 1 wait wish impa- 
tience for niy Friday’s letters ; and entreat those who 
have hitherto diverted themselves with keeping yours 
back, to suspend their game till you have lain in. They 
•com of late to have been busy with mine : 1 am quite 
in despair ; for you know, that though I do not set great 
value upon my letters* yet 1 would choose that those to 
whom 1 write them Arnold receive them ; and as I nei- 
ther write for other people, nor to have them jost, I 
regret ail that^do not reaeh you. What a fancy, to 
ineddlo with myiSUejs { are too nearly re- 

lated for our correspondence to furbish matter for curi- 
osity; in short* it if utth^arable ; let us say no more 
about it. B’Hacquevilk writes me word that he left 
ntad. de Montausier at the point of death: 1 suppose 
she is dead by this time. If I am obliged to write to 
M. de Montausier and mad. Crussol 1 shall be more 
at a loss than poor AdhemarWas, when he had to write 
to the king and the ministry. 1 cannot write now ; 
since I have found that my$e#ers do not come to your 
hands, mine have been fettered. ! think sometimes, 
that while I am perplex}^ my head here with a thou- 
J sand fancies, they maybe firing guns, and rejoicing, 
for your safe delivery « this, however, 1 am not si&e 
0$; but must, a$#yet, languish in expectation. It 
, Inezes hard, an^ftgtn all day wandering in the woods, 
be fine weather, I suppose, till We set out, and 
ttat we shall have a deluge of rain. Such arc the re- 
in which I employ my time, and when one has 
nothing else to say, it is as weU to finish. 


* Mod. Jr Montaufcki’5 daughter. 
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LETTER CUlI. 

TO TIfB SAME. 

The Rocks, Sunday, Nov. 22, 16>1« 

M vdame de Louvigru * is brought to-bed ef a son: 
you see, my dear child, you must certainly have one 
too ; you expect it so firmly, that, as you say. La ii+ 
gnoia qut wit cm mondc tme filk, was not more taken in 
than you would be, it such an accident were to happen. 
1 pi ay incessantly foi the happy termination of an event 
upon which my life depends more than yours. I do 
not think I shall be able to leaVe this place till my mind 
is at test upon the *>ubj< 1 1. There is no carrying such 
a cruel disquiet with one on the mad, wheie there WiR 
be no chance of having a letter from you: it is yon 
therefore, my deiTr child, that detain me. 

I am extiemely concerned at the dangerous state of 
health of your first piesident*) : his death will be a very 
great loss to you ; besides the misfortune of having so 
young, so elegant, and so handsome a man, torn from 
you in this manner: if be recovers, it will be next to a 
muacle: 1 am sure 1 never thought I should take much 
mteiest in a fust piesident of Provence; but Provence 
^ib become my country since you have inhabited it, 

* Madame de Richelieu b*4 at last stOpt into mad. do 
Montausier’s place; what joy to some! what vexation 
to others! Such tt the way of the world! You are* 
greatly beloved by all that family : for my part, 1 am 
very little interested in these changes; and keep up my 
connexions at court witt^no other view than that of 

• Mary Charlotte de Caatflnau, wife of Anthony Charles count d* 
Lout uni, afteiwaidb duke deGramoitt. 

Jjsiitnty de Jbotbm Oppede. 
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being serviceable to you in jour absence. I have had 
a httei fioin M It* Pomponne full oi th# most sincere 
and aflecttomtfe expressions ' r lenoship * he is highly 
satisfied 90mhis royal master t and will, 1 am <ci» un, 
fully answer the good opinion eveiy one has iomud of 
him. 

1 have no doubt of the hjstoiy of Auger being tiue> 
nor evei hod j it was only a notion of mad de la Fa\ - 
otte's, from a knowledge of CnulangeA odd wav bhe 
believes it now as firm y as myself Winter teiirns 
here in all its honors 1 am either walhmu about mv 
gardens, or sitting by the i lnm»ey-corn*r . there is no 
taking any diursion: if we are tint b\ the tne-suh, 
we must bo running about to catch heat. 1 shall pass 
two more Fridays at the by which time I hope 

to hear of your safe dehvety. Mu de Griguau is in f««- 
tiee obliged to take as touch cart of me now, as I did 
of bias on a similar occa»ion *. 


LETTER CLIV. 

IQ TIIC «S>U. 

The Sfdcfa* Wednesdays Nov. as, 1671. 
My letters from Parts inform me of the death o t }agtr 
first (HOtident: I cannot express what concern it 
given me. He Wte a v<*ry worthy man* as well as a 
very handsome one; but what tendered him of stiff 
jptftter consequence to me* was the friendship thu sub* 
tdited between you, and the advantages you might have 
dfcwved front such a connexion. When I have ex- 
hausted this subft it, I oreturtottf myself again, ami find 
iny heatt overwhelmed with anxiety tor you* health. 


* %etb« Letter of X 9th November, 1770. 
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ami the thoughts of vow approaching confinement. I 
do not know how tt happened that I had not the wit t<y 
advise you to do at you done, considering that L 
Wa* equally fearful of your encountering the smart-ptfar 
at A ix, uid of returning ill the way bark to Grrgvutn: 
you had no altei native theiefore, but to remain where 
you were, which w certainty the wisest step y d* t hold 
have taken 1 suppose you have b« en bled > J1 suppoeh 
too, that you have taken all the precaution* that era 
necessary: in shot!, I suppose ami hope hR ddif gw 
ughf. Madame di Louvignt has set vou 
example ; bat I *h<«ll suffer much in waiting for tba 
happy tidings; T cpuld wish to receive them hire. I 
expect youi Friday’* pricket with my usual impatience* 
Suppose you will soy a good deaf w die dtafh of the 
ioor president : I aril apprehensive it may havt shocked 
you, and hate bei n of ill consequence in your present 
situation My atom condition will not let me *&y any 
more to } ou now j though it is not ftrHhunt of Rfitare, 
1 a^ure you ; on the contrary, tt U that alorteVtiich 
makes me yield to the train of anitiuus thought* that 
haunt me repecting Provence j and a* I have riiibujg 
but melancholy th ns,-* to nay to you, which I know you 
are in no need of at prevent, 1 shall take my leave *f 
ton, with the assurance that 1 am jtfost afiecuonftgly 
lours. 


LETTER CLV. 

TO THE S\Mf. 

Tbs Rodu, Snutky, Nov. 20, l«7f. 

I r is impossible, wholly imprasiMkb my dSarest Child, 
foi me to express the joy I received on opeiung the 
Pleased packet that contained the news |tf «t& do- 
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Hvery. When I saw a letter in it from M. de Griguan, 
I jid not doubt for a moment that you were brought to* 
bed ; but then it was so strange a circumstance not to 
Ht the usual dear hand -writing on the superscription ! 
However, there was one from you dated the loth ; but, 
though I saw it, I passed it by unnoticed, that from M. 
de Griguan haring strangely confused my poor intel- 
lect#. At last I ventured to open it with trembling 
hands and a beating heart, and found every thing that 
my HMN It ardent wishes could desire, llow do you una- 
gin# oil* acts in such an excess of joy * Ask the coad- 
jutor; you cannot be a judge yourself, hating never 
experienced it. Shall I tell you then, how one act* ? 
Why the heart sinks, and tears flow apace without our 
M*g able to prevent them. This was precisely my 
case t I wept, my dear child, but with infinite pleasuie : 
tear* like these are accompanied with sensations not to 
be equalled by the most lively joy. As you are a phi- 
losopher you vi ill be able to account for these effects ; 

K jMp'ttly feel them. I am now going to have as many 
WMsyiirl by way of thanksgiving to God for this in* 
blessing, as 1 did beiuie to request it of him. 
pM'diy present feelings to continue for any length of 
lUtiKt lift would be too agreeable ; we must therefore 
happiness while it is in out power ; sorrow amb 
fiCftrn.Jsut toq soqn., How charming rr* 
Vftstoh&vee boy after all, and to Itlfalriin named 
dhr Provi nee * f It wav every thing thatrould be wish- 
id, My dear, I give you a thousand and a thousand 
fyanks ftf the few lines you w rote me : they completed 
$10 Bfca&ure of my felicity. The abbe is ns transported 
fc&myJK and our La Mousse is til raptures. Adieu, mj 
ingpi;! hate many letters to wnte besides this. 



procurators of ftovence woe lu» godfathers, ond ga\e lnm 
of ifttfs Bfoveare 
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l # KTTI.R CLVL 

io rut saair,. 

'Hie llockft, W^dnsnUy, fl, J6“l# 
Aptlr my first transports of joy bad a litilt? subsided, l 
began to peic« ivo, my dear child, that t should still be 
anxious for letteis iron) Province next Friday to cont* 
plcte my satisfaction. Lying-in women are UaWw U*, so 
many accidmis, and your tongue is so well hunjft a* 
M. de Grignan says that till nine days at least are top* 
]>dy oYer with you, L shall not leave ibis place with any 
degree of comfort or pleasure : so 1 shall wait fim^tty 
letters, and then set out : those of the following Friday^ 
I shall receive at Malicorne. I am surprised at no lonjk 
er feeling the load at my heart, whitih used to epjMTm 
me day and night, while I was in doubt about you* 
safety. I am now so completely happy, that 1 canuOt 
cease returning thanks to the Divine Befog, for dpfjr$$ 
peace of mind, which 1 did not expect so soon. 1 
received letters of compliment without end and 
number irom Paris, and here the young lord’s 
has been drank for miles round. I hive distribute^! 

3 y for drink, and feasted my own|»eaple like ifogir 
othing gave me greater pleasure than a 
mem 1 received from Pdois *, who came this 
with his spade upon his back, and said, " Sty Jtdy^fJ 
am come to let you know that 1 afci heartily glar& 4 &^ 
hear that my I idy countess has got a fine boy $ 
this is to me wot ih all the fmc Tspeecto* m 
M. do Montmoronf caijfcijtitlkef post i , 

* M v Jams de S^vifrn#'* gtrioad 
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things \u were talking of d<\ice*: he assures me h«* 
docs not remember lo have mi.i any u!ipu tin oiu l 
proposed lot Ad he in a i : he Lmwlhe one, u * It thtse 
words, Du Vtntlnu Vuidat * ; hut that m not the tinn n . 
the other, he says, n> much mou compute, ( V put, mu 
ckc m’inuki. And whether it is my own, or Immm.il, 
lie thinks it excellent. Hut what do you say to M. d« 
Lauzon? You know what a noise hi* made this time 
twelvemonth, Should we have believed it, if any one 
h*4 told us, that in kss than a year he would he a pri- 
SOUer i Vanity qf tarn u$, all u i unity ' 1 hey say ihc 
neiv Madame is quite dazzled wtfh hei gi andeur. You 
sha)l hear what kmd of personage *h« is: when ho 
phy/ncion was presented to her,* she said, she had r.o 
business for one; that she had npver been bled nor 
, taken physio in her Ufa ; and that it wa* her custom, if 
she Was iJt# to taka a walk pf five or six pi iles. and that 
cured her at once* But let hoij go, and joy go w wh htr. 

see I write to yoo, ».s 1 would to owe who has lam- 
ia fur a month* Bat now lor M. de Giighan : lie can- 
hot be ignorant of what yon must have suffered ; and, 
i^bt really loves you, must it not give biro the greatest 
^onctiti, to be the cause pf your being thus circum- 
stanced eteiy year ? After such good reasons as these, 
1 hxre no iwme u> say to him op the subject, farther 
tk«£ to assuie hi n, that I will not come to Pn>vi uj e if 
'ybu are with child again. 1 wish he may take thV?,/ 
a warning : for my part, it would absolutely drive me 
SO despair; but, however, I will keep my wprvi : il will 
>!0t be fin the first time, lareweH, dn me counter; l 
Ue the dear mfiuit, for whom I have a threat ubcetion ; 
but not So much as £>r the*Wy ins mother : n will he 
long, while be foie he attains to that. 1 have a great 

**$hi» rm a device of ths wuSchsl 4c Bt&sompicre. 
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mt to lioai some mvu of your assembly* the ehr&t- 
uug, k l A little pitienre, and I shall know *11} j&tt! 
l1u> is \ \ itu I am not much practised m* 


I LTTMl CLVIL 
io inr $vm*\ 

The R-xk» t feumlar, Det* 0, 

fur last U tiers were as necesinry to mv happiness, tut 
tho • I it t* ivtd the vsuk be lore 1 he joy of vo at bfc* 
mg safely dt hv< red was so exqusiti, that br ng Un- 
able to beat its excess, l began to to* went nivselt With 
apptthciwons of the Accidents which might follow* I 
then longed for a flceou 1 packet, arvd now l fine it, it 
i* just \\ hat I could have wished. Yoa have had th£ 1 
cohf , \ou Inst had the mdk-k\er f hot ere now 00 # 
ovei a i I ho t eadfutor telle me, th tt the boy was thrtf# 
houis without m ikmts wuer, and that jo$ wen tn the 
most di tadiul h »jxht imaginable. Upon my word l Yon 
nuke a fine ftgtite with your tnothtriy Jcwef WheM 
v>ke 1 Do jou leally love the <hdd ? but he is fair, arid 
it is th it thn c twins \oa 1 lo« love fair people , very 
civil indeed 1 M dc (m^an nun well bejeatoim yotf 
Ieav& him, he nats, k«r the first comer ; tlie last cottttif 
y ouUf have said : m short, tlrta ho) will ityfckf 4 
gre it m my ya'otw. The good coadjutor wnte* me * 
tiring of paiticulm vimthy the pen of M. Chaus, or 
mul Uouuiet * I f mev yon and he fell oot a little 
no\* and then »s it not sc* * I hope my presence is hot 
nuts u y to n *k r Von fiunds 1 4mtiid wish to find 
that mattu thoiuughi^ settled to my hmd*. But 

* I h on- matUme de Grtgnan's surgeon ftt Cttt&est, the erth^r hot 
i s \wl. at lWu, 
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haijk y e; good Mr, Secretary *, come this nay a little 
if j[Ott‘ please : and so you laugh at my device' You 
pretend to sav it is to be met with in e\ei y book of thiit 
kind ! It may d»e so; but a person who umlt rs ".pis 
these things better than you, tells me ho Im>. ne\er met 
with it. To tell you ihe truth, I never thought it oa:. 
ftty own, and a^rot* with you, that somebody eb« made 
it to my hands : but, be it as it may, you will at lea«t 
own, that 1 could have no other view in the application 
than merely to gi\e you pleasure. To return to you, 
lily poor count, 1 am really sorry for you, I see plainly 
you are a mere cipher in comparison with this fair young 
gentleman. However, the balance will now be equal in 
your family, w hich unluckily was wanting before. But 
1 really ask vonr pardon for the comparison of the owl t : 
1 own it was a little shocking; but I was at that tur.e 
quite incensed at you for openly proposing a thrush to 
my daughter : if you are sorry for your fault, I will bo 
sorry for mine. I have a great desire to know some- 
thing of your assembly ; it would be vexatious to have 
it break up without coming to some conclusion. The 
bishop of Marseilles overwhelms me with civilities ; he 
has given me an account of his dispute with the coadju- 
tor, and of my daughter's health. They have heard of 
this dispute at Paris, and have sent roe word of it, as if 
l held no sort of correspondence myself with ProyAjic' 
Lord bless them ! It is my own country. Farewell, my 
dear count, and you* brave Adhemar, and you my ev er- 
dear, my ever -amiable woman .in the straw. 1 think I 
must say to you, as Bari lion said to me the other day : 

Those that love you better than 1 do, Ime you too 
well/' At such a distance* we scarcely say or do any 
Slfeing properly ; we cry wlren we should laugh, and 

. * M. <TAdbeui*r, f See Letter 151. - 
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hugh when we should cry : we are frightened at young 
Nji'guonsof sixty-four. In short, my child, these^W^, 
hr blunders of distance ; to which let mo add 
norunce of Provence. Now you have^an advantage 
i your side, which prevents you from being laughed 
at iti turn, and that is your knowledge of the place 
where l am : all those things together will certainty 
•hiigc me to get nearer to you, and afterwards to go 
quite to Provence, m order to inform myself more fully 
upon the spot, As 1 ant now easy on your account, ( 
shall set out itt about three days ; so that 1 shall receive 
no more letters till 1 get to Maltcorne. I cannot thank 
you sufficiently for the few lines you add in the letters 
I have from the Grig nans. 

Madeline de Kichelieu is now well settled : if macL 4 
dt Scarron had a hand in this, site is worthy of envy ; 
for she nui't taste the most solid joy that this world esm 
at Id id. I am told V aides is coining back, 

LETT£R CLVIII. 

TO THF SAME. 

Tl»«? Rocks, Wedno-dav, Dec. 0, 1 O71. 

I am just gorng to set out, uiy dear, but lea\e my soli* 
Vyle f;ith some regret, as I shall not find you at Paris, 
1 much question whet in r 1 should have returned thither 
this winter, but for my Provence journey, which makes 
it in my way, it being impracticable to go alt the way 
thither from hence, or to go to Pans as one docs to Or- 
leans. Well then, you may suppose n»e set out : I 
shall sleep at mad. dt Loressc’s, who is a relation of 
yours, to avoid the stones of Laval. I shall be there 
to-morrow: and briday next 1 shall send to Laval for 
letters, which will be brought me to Mile, where I 
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l|tend to ; after that I shall think of no- 

thing hut Parte. If during this journey you should 
caance to be longer than usual without hearing from 
JVfe^ido not be uneasy about it. lam neither with child 
ttpMaiely brought to-bed, nor am I afraid of a coach. 
/I have no Airignan-bridge to pass: the weather is ex- 
tremely fine* and Ieb*llha*e nothing to interrupt me ; 
W j am no longer under any concern about you, do net 
you be unhappy about me. 1 am loaded with compli- 
taeots on the birth of my little grandson; of whom I 
/ sbotdd be glad to hear next Friday, and still more so of 
yen. Poor M. de Lauaun is at Pignerol ; for which M. 
4*4iarrouis is in great addiction ; but he tells me, that 
the news of your safe, delivery, and of the birth and 
christening of your little boy, shot a gleam of joy to his 
heart, through all the sorrow in Which it was whelmed : 
and I in return assured him, that his affliction had 
thrown a cloud over my joy, Adieu, ray beloved child, 
we must part. I am overwhelmed with regret at leav- 
ing these woods. 1 will i>ot tell you how great a part 
you have in my indifference for Paris. You know but 
too well already, howdear you arc lo me. 


■A. . . 

13ETTER CLUJ. 

* TO THE SAME. 


Mafcconre, fitmefey, Dec. 13, 16? l. 
At length, my dour child, 1 am so far on mv journey. 
It is tht finest weather imaginable, so that 1 am very 
well able, as Madame says, to take a walk of five or six 
-miles ; as for La Mousse, he runs about like a wild 
thing: nc is a little uncomfortable for want of sleep at 
for he has not been accustomed to inconveni- 
ence. i set out on Wednesday, as I told you I sh ould ; 





- wOressc, where they my ‘having 

?♦ ' v ip ir horsefly which it last I yielded to. Vhb 
ha vp now four in each coach, and fly like the wjpt* 
Frid ^y I got to Laval, and stopped dirpejly at theftiMfr* 
oAkp, where I met with that honest, oblong, good 
man, all mire and dirt to hib very nedt, who was just 
arrived, and gave me your letters ; I thought i should 
have kissed him : you w«W judge, from my talking >i« 
this manner, that 1 mi no longer angry with the peat ; 
and in truth, the fault was not theirs ; it is certainly, 
as you said, home enemy of Du Bois's ^ who he&rmg 
him talk of our correspondence, and pluihe himself upon 
the employment we had given bhxi, had, out of diver- 
sion, stole our letters from him* I ilk) not discover it 
at first, thinking you wrote tb me only once a week; 
but w hen I found that you jpvrote twice, I cannot easily 
expur»s the vexation and grief 1 felt at the loss of the , 
letieis. But i return to the pleasure 1 had in receiving 
tin* packet, with two <of your letters enclosed, from the 
diity hands of the postilion: 1 saw him open his little 
mail befoie me ; and at the same time, frost, frost, I 
opt in d m no, and found you were well. Y'ou write 
to rue in Adltemat’b letter; and then 1 have another 
from yourself, daied from your fire-side a fortnight 
af ter your lymg-m. Nothing can exceed the joy this 
. certainty of your health gave me. Let me beg you net 
to make too free with it, nor write me long letters ; re- 
cruit yourself, and be very careful not to subject your- 
self to fatigue. Alas ! my dear child, yfcu Were very 
ill. To have seen you sutler so tedious a labour would 
have killed me. They were forced to bleed you at last, 
it st t ins, and even began lo be m some fears about you. 
When 1 think of the danger you were in, I shudder in- 


* The post-master at Pans. 
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ttoluntarily ; taptjfi^ed with a trembling all over : in 
short, it makes sUch an impression on my imagination, 
thM I canity Compose myself to sleep afterwaids. 1 
have imparted^ hat you told me to mad. de la Faj'etfe 
and to d’Haequeville ; I thought as you do, and that la 
Idarans might pow be easy, or rather uneasy, as she, 
had np longer a subject for her very obliging and mo- 
dest conjectures : 1 cannot but laugh at your thinking* 
of h$r. But the post w&tts for me, as if 1 were lady 
- governess of Maine J and 1 take a pleasure in making 
, him wsgt, to show my co^quence. But 1 must say a 
wprd about my little boy ; ah 1 how pretty he is ; ins 
targe eyes a<e good pigu&of your having played your 
husband fair ; but U>eg bis nose may not long remain 
between hope and fear* It up a strange kmd of uncer- 
tainty that ! Never had a nose so much to fear 
and so much to hope ; there arc many noses, for him 
to make choice of; but since he has got large eye«, let 
him endeavour now ^ please you, or else he will only 
have your mouth, as it la small ; but that is not enough. 
My child ! you doat on him > but resign him to Pro- 
vidence, that he may be preserved to you. What is 
the reason 6f his being so very weak ? It was that surely 
that prevented bun^qgp helping himself m the birth ; 
for 1 have heard people who have^bad children say, 
that thisAvcakness in the child Is the occasion o£ the 
difficulty in the pother. If^Vefy careful of the dear 
little creatine ; but at the same time resign him to Ftp- 
video ce, jf you hope to receive him fiom thence; this 
fca very Cluistian and grandmothtrly repetition; mad. 
Fernellc * would say the same. Adieu, my dear count- 
ess ; my friend the postilion is out of ail patience ; I 
must not abuse his civility : I shall receixe no more Ut- 

* A u'licuLu* character in the coinuk oi Tartuffe. 
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t i*. fioin vou tnl T gtl lo Par»#r T shall bte dimmed to 
« inbiact ni\ pout litd* girl ; you do not think of »her 
now, and thucioir I au determined to lore he rout of 
1 puio getkrobity. 


LfclTER CLX. 

10 IHC SAME. 

Pans, Tndiv, Dee. 18, 1671. 

I \m this moment armed, my dear child ; and am at 
m\ a jut’s MiiioumUd, embraced, and questioned a 
thousmd times, by all my family and hers; but I lew* 
them all, lesoUed lo pay my compliments to you as 
well as to othei per pic. M. d« Coulangea is Waiting to 
take me home u ith h.m, Where he insists I shall lake up 
niv abode, because out of jty. de BottflcuiVs sons has 
the ‘•mall-pox; she very obligingly intended to keep it 
a seciet; but the mystery was discovered* and they ear- 
ned my little one to M de Coftlanges. i expect her 
hue eiery mmute, and shall then return with hei ; but 
my aunt is resolved to witness our first intan iew. It 
would ha\e been a vexatious circumstance foi me to 
have exposed the poor cirtld* and to have been banished 
mysety* from the society of my fueneb for a month dr 
six wiQeks, because mad. Bonnettil’s child has the small- 
pox. Suppose me how at M- de Coulanges's, whom I 
adoie, because lie is always talking to me of you: but 
can vou guess what happens between us? Why I cry, 
md my heait is so ^tiangely oppressed, that I make a 
sign with my hand for him to be silent, and silent he is, 
lie tells me, that when he saw you, you shut yout eyes, 
and said, you were in my loom; yes, truly, you were 
suie you were at Pans, for there was M de CoulangfeSL 
He acted this very drolly, and it gives me great pWfc 



26 


letters op 


sure to find you have still a little of the mari-cap about 
you ii I was frightened to death lest you should be al- 
ways the governor’s lady. My God ! what a deal of 
conversation shall I have with M. de Coulangea! 1 en- 
treat you to be careful of yourself, that is, be as much 
yourself as possible, and do not let me find you altered 
I would have you likewise be attentive to your beauty : 
get fat ; recruit yourself ; and remember all the good 
resolutions you have made: and if M. de Grignan has 
any regard for you, he will give you time to recover 
yourself, otherwise it is all over with you, 1 can tell 
you ; you will be always as thin as mad. de St. Herein. 
I am glad I thought of putting this in your head, no- 
thing can frighten you more than such a resemblance ; 
take care then to avoid it. As for your little boy, the 
condition he was in does not reconcile me to choco- 
late : I am sure he has been burnt up ; it is happy for 
him that he has got a little moisture since, and is re- 
covered : he hfts been snatched out of the fire ; I heart- 
ily rejoice with you at the circumstance. 

* PROM feONSlEim M COULANGES. 

V * 

I shut my eyes* nod on opening them again 1 behold 
the lovely mother* who is so much your deligty and 
mine; by this I know I am at Paris; I am going to 
entertain her with aTl your perfections. Do you know 
that 1 am more bewitched with you than ever, and fear 
that I shall take the chevalier de Bretenirs place ? I 
know this would not please M. de Grignan, and it is the 
only thing that gives me concern in so great an under- 
taking. But seriously speaking, fair countess, you are 
Nature’s master-piece, and thus I represent you when- 
ever I have occasion to mention you. I was yester- 
it M. de la Rochefoucault’s, where I met M. de 
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l«ongueville ; we talked of nothing but Provence, and 
the bright planet that shines them. Adiea, my charming 
countess; I am looking at the man in the tapestry, 
who is opening his breast: believe if you cofeld see 
mine at this instant, you would see my Mart as you see 
his, a heart which is wholly ypurs, and languishes for 
you; but do not tell this to M. de Grignan. Your 
•daughter is a little brown beauty ; She is very pretty ; 
here she is, kissing me, and prattling to me; hut she 
never cries. I love her, that is certain ; but not so well 
as I do you. There is no such thing as talking to your 
lovely mother about you ; large round drops roll from 
her eyes. Good heavens ! whafe* mother ! 


letter clxj. 

TO THU SAME. 

Paris, tyddneadsy, Dtc. 28, 1071# 

I write to yon ttbw Somewhat beforehand,, because 1 
want to have a little chat with yon. Just as I had sent 
away my packet, the day I arrived here, Du Bois 
brought me the letter of yhurs Vfhich I supposed lost ; 
you may guess with Hffeat pleasure f received it : I could 
not answer it then, formadame deda Fayette, madame 
de §t. Geran, and madame de Viltars, all came to wel- 
come me to Paris. You Mem to be iirhll the astotiMr* 
roent that might be espected from such a misfortune m 
M. de L&uznn's : your reflections on that subject ere 
very just and natural ; every person of understanding 
has made the same ; but now It begins to be no more 
thought of. This is an excellent cotfatry for forgetting 
the unhappy. The state of despair in which he began 
his journey was such, that it was resolved net to 'quit 
him for a moment. When those who were withr him 

c t 
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would have Ittpl him irvadangerous part of im* 

road, where apprehensive of the coach being 

oversell lie answer; rt Accidents of this kind are 
BOt made for me." He declares himself innocent of 
any thing relating to the king? and says his only crime 
i& having too powerful enemies. The king has said 
nothing about the mat^ter, a. silence that shown suffi- 
ciently the nature of hiS crime. He imagined he was to 
have been left at .Pit rre-Encise, and accordingly, when 
be got' to Lyons,,. h£ began by, paying his compliments 
tb M. d* AcVdgnan t ; bht whti^he was informed they wove 
carrying him. to Pigtter6l, he sighed, and said, “ 1 am 
lost.*’ He wajaigrea * jy v 4$W e d in all the, towns through 
which he passed"; taiidy his disgrace is great. 

The day after h! left P|r^ the king sent for M. do 
NtarsWlac, and told “ the govern- 

ment of Bern, wijjqn ]ate\y Lauzun's.” “ Sire,” 
replied Marsiflac, “ let ydfir gmjesty, who is so well 
acquainted r^jjg qf botiQur, be pleased to re- 

flect, that l^a^po frienU tp M v de |^qzun ; have the 
goodness to pm^ou’^eT^^^or place, 

quti then j the favour 

you are, pleased to _ -.fife too sqrupu- 

1.00*/* said tho.kiBj^^f of ihqt affair 

$ fp m^aiiy 

difficulty on ypur «j$jes^ is 

to ap^e Ifc r?j^^rsi%^ ( Ibavkno 
.mm to ^ay.^>t ? g>row ..^^®;our fee^ graceful 
*— £ the kipg*, “ I .gave 

X$* a peu$tin*olimA?z tii#«and francs, tj^omething 
^tt^could^ Wdpnji for $qp? — ' " tt jyjjfjfytir; I now 
retail it to yon $g$ti*--" And 1 ,° ripped the king, 
«« give it you a second time, and »h$M now do your 
gallant sentimental! the honour the# deserve.” Upon 
> y fty h he turned id his ministers, and acquainted tliern 
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with the scruples 6f !Vf. tie Mdwflac, acting, •* I ad- 
nine the dtgfertnce between these tvih men ; Lauzun 
dtd not think it worth hi* wlitle *0 much a* to thanfi me 
(or the government of Berri, not even ■to take the least 
< an about it ; and here is one who exprrtsifs the moat 
lit cly gratitude.” The whole ^of this is strictly true ; I 
had it iiotn M. de la RocbeipUceek. 1 thought this 
little detail would not be dispW&sing to you; if I was 
mistaken, lei me know, in your next* Tins poor man 
is very ill m the gout, much worse ihan he was last 
y t ar he talks vciy treqnentlymf you, dnd I believe 
lo\ts you as if you were hit own IfhiW. MttHS.de 
ISIaisiIlac has been to see me. IJvew b$Sy talks to me 
of my dear child. I hive at lenfftHlfcen courage, and 
been talking these twelve bo^ek. with U. ge Contango : 

1 cannot leave the maul % wi» gaixl*fortune that 
bi ought me to teside with him. i fcosw vhitiiei 

you have heaid that ViliJry’eatnt, ih speaking to the 1 
king about a post for fete artfully todk^tfifc OppOr- 
tumty of tilling him, that ptoplafidFlaken it in 
theii heads to tell h« tllece *$it&*t hi* majesty had MM 
designs upon hbr; that. If 4| IwWffBweTwggud bis nsa* 
jesiy would make one of h^oSym'alfkir of that kind’ 
would be better in hi* ttffcUto my other ; tod 

that he did not dotfbt-cfywucisss : «je king burst ihtbtS 
laugh, and told him, ^'TO&^eaBjfr«$roy and 1 ato tow 
old to think of atmbldU|FMg ledi^ft.’hfjflfteen f* ftjtf 
like « geneams add g4wut ntto* -magfe d^lt'of'dheqW- 
fellow, and Spread the |de^!4'b^g.. thft ladies. 
The angclt are gieatty enri^p at^^fes^ifev it, and 
have lesolved never to see ’hftd he,'Ufa hut 

*4 

* Iaomsa Eh/almth Rouxel, knmt^tarv&aU by the name of quad. 
t> Gidiu ci, when she *$*4* of ptl£juis # 
queen of Spam* she w*ir ymftjger ibfter I o %Otttet. coqui* 

cis oi Maru Ihey were ratted tHtmupdi* 
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part, 19 a little ashamed of the figure he make? on the 
occasion. I write without disguise ; for hi* Tn»|est v ap- 
pears sp much to advantage in all he doe*, that there is 
no occasion for ipystefy. 

It fa reported, that there were a great numbei of \m 
beautiful things found m M. de Lauzun’s cabinets, pic- 
tures without end ; naked figures one w ithout a bead, 
and others With the eyes put out ; this was the lady 
you i w tghfmu * ; locks ol hair, some large, some sun II, 
ticketed to avoid confusion, and a thousand prettv 
things of feis kind; but 1 would net answer to the Utah 
of all tins; you know what a loose is gnen to until >011 
on such occasion*. 

1 have seen M- do Mime, who has at length lost his 
dear wife. "When he saw me, he began sighing and 
weeping, and 1 could net refrain from tears mjselh 
Every body visits the family, and I would have you 
»pke huh 'the compliment of condolence ; you ought 
to do it for fee remembrance of JUfri, which you are 
still so fond of- - 

I* it possible, that my<tatters should be so entertain* 
ing as yott say they arc'f 1 do not think them so when 
they cohse out of my hoed*; I fancy they get it in 
pasting through y*bt *. %>* very lucky for you that 
you do like them j. for you are «® loaded With them, 
that you would be> heartily to bfjptticd, were it other- 
un|«, M. de Coabmgm upft#<t^Uy to know which of 
JdW lattes it It t%0 bsrafeRf for them; wo reckon 
it a favourable siga^for kHr< for my style is so loose, 
tint it re^bt^l n«p shefe of natural understanding 
and kpewtedgfe ofWe WCfld, to he able to bear with it. 

Thu ahb4 TtootwsUimc enough upon his hands now. 


*HM»nw fe MrtUjfci ifiwmoat bjlslWb, «hm lauzun lorcd v* 
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as lie has no longer the hotel de Richelieu; so wc pro- 
lit by iL You would think, to look, at madame de 
Sou 1 use, that she will have double twins at least. * The 
king sets out the sixth of next month for Chaleos; ha 
is to make several other little touis, av|d some reviews 
by the way: his journey will last about twelve days; 
but the officers and troops will proceed farther. I have 
a notion of another expedition being^on foot tike that of 
tlie Francbe-Comte. You know the king is the heroq? 
every season*. The poor courtiers yre quite broke; 
they have not a penny left. Brancas asked me yester- 
day, very seriously, to lend him money upon a pledge; 
he gave me his word, that he would new mention it to 
any one, and had rather, he stid^b* concerned with 
me than with another. La Trousse beggpd of me to 
let him into the secret of Pomeoaat* method of getting 
a genteel livelihood : in short, they are all put to their 
shifts. Farewell, my dearest countess, thbr* it reason 
in every thing ; this letter is swelled i$tO,a perfect vo- 
lume. I embrace the laborious Grignan/«$gneur Cor- 
beau, the presumptuous Adbeixtar, and the fortunate 
Louis-Provence, on whom the fairies and astrologers 
have breathed good fortune. JS con quetto raccotn- 
mando . and with this I take my leave* 

LETTER CLXIL 
to fjHO same* 

The day after 4 received yours,M. W^Jamus catne to 
pay me a visit. I spent thViime in inquiring of him 
what his sentiments were with regard to the care, zeal, 
and assiduity, which M, de GrigSW had shown in his 

• A thought in A maddgtl of undemoueUe dc Student. 1 



3 / 


1 L I I El> Ul 


endt'nou*. to bung |ht I mg's alLui* m Pi owner to i 
sutce^iul issue. M. de Laididin cairn in «.ttc rwauK 
and gate me bis woid, that 1 t should take can to Ht it 
in ns true' light, m a pit pt i place, b< loir the d iv w * 
o\ei», I could not haw met with two pei^is mu 
suiud to my purpose: thfj a»e bass and tenor. li« the 
evening J went to Af. dH sc/, who stdl kteps In 4 ' loom, 
and we talked a good deal of your aflaiia. \\ e h ul both 
heard the same news, and that an older was intended to 
be sent for dissolving the assonblv, ami to take anotlu r 
oppoituuity oi showing them what it was to be re 
fi aetory. 

Indeed, my dear, my heart heavy, very heavy, m 
not ha V tug you he^#h me. I should be much mou 
happy, if i Igftty any one ^hat I loied as well as I do 
you, for the&f shotttd kw the means ot comfoitmg 
myself layout absence ; but ]L ha\e not betn «iblc io 
meet with fttor equal m my affections as yet, nor in 
deed any thing t&at comes near you. A thousand m»- 
lookod-far tifatflgjs offer themselves to awaken a moie 
than coiniriOft feruembruufi# of you, and tor the tune 1 
m 0b^ph?My OWfijeJ. WWtmus to know' wheie 

you propose going after ybW a$?enibly is dissolved. 
l*he sim^l-pex rages at Aix apd Arles, Grignan i* veiy 
cold. Salon very lonely ; pray then, come and t«d*e 
an apartment with me; indeed you shall be very wel- 
come Adieu ; you shal^gct nd of me foi the picscnt ; 
this &b$! not be tblunoe the se6opd. 1 have no more 
news* in toy huftfl &Si f y$u Aave any questions to 
ask me, J wttt^eiW^^u r tit answer them. I wa* 
last *dght at Uti Hmmufl am goin|r*ftow to luar 
Boardwbbe: it # sinfrm begins to be very pcnonal, 
and that farther dajf he made three pointed allusions 
letirement of Treville* J he omitted hU name 

jJouc often abused the pulpit is this any Up uis told th it 
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indeed, but every one kboWs whom fo* we*UU they say, 
however, he outdoes every thing, and that no orie evet 
> picached bcfoie* A thousand compliments to all the 
^Grignans. # 


LETTER clxiii. 

TO THE $AMT* * 

Pans, Christina-, day, at 11 at night, 1(57 1 . 

1 HAvr wiitten to you this morning already; but | 
h i\e just received from 3VL d'Uste the letter you sent 
by Kipei t. You give a very good account of aflhirs in 
Provence* I wish to God the be Contented 

with what the Provencals have agreed to Ha; your de» 

* scnption of their heads, amiihck‘m*tin£r ixHrklch it is 
necessary to treat them, is admirable; and the oomtog- 
to of the good bishop, is qbite natural. \¥S have had 
madam© Scairon h^ e. to supper ^*fee says; thjd cf the 
vast number of tetters that fgAdom* dcRichebeu has 
i eeeived, not one comes do 9 ) NP 

says, she kept it a long tinker kt her^td^h and showed 
it to several people ; that awthihg C<w|d' be, baUdr HfeiW 
ten, nor could any one expats MnRmF Jpore &e#*atly> 
nobly, and afltectio^tely, than be*d$l with regard to 
the late madame do in a ? word, she 

Boil*«u had introduced bit nM^io a eon*: hfi«p6iiC “ TeR iitfg If 
he satirise* me* I wiR (Mmjlldtapr H, M*| Ms*4 
on account of huTafluffe, m a ntf M fr* 0M>T 

lUlotic’s. > • 

M. deTrMHe wM a nan of nit, +4&m% <®Ta Saltier, A&e 
«-n«f for the death of Madune hra* '^UUtjtMk fho WwtftoW 
'1 of retirement and deration. Other accoarf£f of ibb fMPMV* Ml 
be found f fee where. v 

* Machine de Richelieu eooereded aykro^de H MMr» W «»» 
ef the Uihts of honour to &* fWN. 

*> 5 
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s eetted chafmedwhh it; I vMd I would acquaint yau 
with tbit. I sh^IboffiSpancUthyour letter to d*Hac- 
queVille and M.'leGaraus. 1 think of nothing but Pro- 
vence, and begin to look upon myself now in your 
neighbourhood. I expected your brother: they send 
him part of the way on account of the length of the 
journey, I have been to sermon ; my heart was not af- 
fected, but that Was perhaps my fault. Adieu, njy 
dearest child. 


J4&TTE& CI.XIV. 


T6U SAME. 

$ii, We&ssdsy, Dift. 30, 1671. 


of the 


t disposition 1 have to hate 
jjgjjj^ftvn w}H Write to you a 
g&ot;thia proof, aSy dear*’ ap- 
t of^^e C^ulahges;whenhe 
[>heremainder of his days 
it' were to be the £'ase,you 
, f |(hr Tam' as prolix in writing 
Fu^te tb otjjrtnrs. I hate 
... t$Opt y% health. 1 am ‘not 

w the tenth 

dttu and are sarpfiSed that you are 

»«^^ken a little 

||hn%M|ipf JHW«# a^l^iilleatotired to recruit and 
grow fat. Where did you get this whim of mimicking 
l^ paqtf iMwbaiif? d im arrays striving to reform 
Ibu. by settingexamples l«3tew'y«Ur eyes: this way 
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of going on has not afftcted her, but it will aflect you, 
believe me : m short, you cannot oifend or vex me more 
highly, than m spoiling your pretty face: you know 
how fond 1 am of it ; ought you not then to take some 
care of it lor my sake i 

You are much in the right to say, that Pretence is 
my fixed icstdence since it is become yours. Pam 
quite stifles me : 1 long to be on the road to Grignan. 
Lot, my de u child, how lonely you will be, if you re- 
turn to your castle' Why, you will be like Psythh 
upon the mountains. I can have no content where you 
aie not: this is a truth, the force of which I experience 
more aud more every hour. You seem wanting to me 
every where, and whatever recalls you to my remem- 
brance goes- to my heart. king’s journey is as yes 
uncertain ; but the troops #t»U continue their march. 
Poor La Trousse is going, aqd 6evign6 is already upon 
Ins way: they are to go to Cologne. They are quit* 
wild about this expedition. FaWVell, my angel ; I am 
perfectly well at M. de Coulanges’s, and shall take care 
to keep as far ftom the air of the small-pox as possible. 
1 have ne great relish for returning to that immense 
rambling house, where, instead '’of yon, j shall meet 
only with mad. de Bonneml. Coulanges is my dear 
delight : we are forever tUHring of you. I shall giro 
M. de la Kochefoucaulsyoyr letter : 1 am persuaded he 
will tike it much. S I ht^.the direetfon^f your letter 
when it is, To the mardm^dt Smg&j call me P»e«||^ 
Your others m e%^*4esjee to m* 

thereat 
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LETTER CLXV. 

10 rm SAMI. 

The fint day of the New Year 10 . 

I was last night at M. d’L'sess’s, \Vc cam* to a resolu- 
tion to send yon a cornier, lie prun»»ed to let me 
know the success of his audience with M. le r l> lliei . and 
whether he w ould hare me bring tnadame de C oulango--* 
thither with me ; but as it is now past ten at night, and 
I have not yet heard any thing from him, I shall nuu 
to yon by myself* M. d’Usdz will take b&re to mloi m 
yon of what he has done* There should be some en- 
deavours used to soften the rigour of the ifniers, by n 
presenting* tb*t it «otrW I ’he entirely depriving M. de 
Orignan of the power pflerahtg his majesty, if he should 
by this me «$» ho reh^g%d disagreeable to the province ; 
and if, after at}, it sh.ifrfee necessary to send the orders, 
U is the opinion of the wisest people facie, that it would 
bo prudent to suspend the execution of them till an to»* 
swer can be had frofft&e fihtg, to whom M. de Grigrilfn 
has written as from a person on the spot, who i« con- 
vinced that it would be best for hie service to grflrft a 
psgdoo for this tithe o$j)ea*£ Tf yam knew ftow «om< 
psftpfr b$»n« ^ dW^ldgMtfiJbr the little fcUhnl he 
shows to hia to exact so 

-<«t(jct an ob^i»iHpj|^yoo vffjaSme bow difficult it is to 
ffease Unrofetto* still worse if 

b^hgjd done ,$3><«e who find such charms 

UJ h^s post, dp not bfffr the diffietfktm that attend it. 

il»| j ^^ joBtnev«ti<m broken off; but the 

t 

de Coulwges was niece w imp ot M* h Telher, n, 
jftprtfl.cfamc, and afterwards chptaBot <4 Ijcance. 
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Uoops continue iheir match to MttY N ngne is there 
by this turn , Li fiounc going; and both ot them 
tullei (t loytlt> thm icady money. The archbishop 
heuns * is here, w ho first bends > gu lus good wishes 
itn then acquaints \ on, that M d’Osez has not been 
able to bei Ins lathe i to-day * lie assures me also, that 
the kmg is \tiy well pleased vwtb youi husband ; tint 
he accepts ol the present th« province has made him , 
but, is his oidns base not bten punc'ually obsuved, 
he has si nt letties de cachet to banish the consuls. I can 
say no more to you by letti i. All that irmams now is* 
to be cntnclv devoted to li|a majesty’s seivice , but, at 
ilu same time, to endcuour to manage * little the minds 
ot the Piot enc sis, which will be .found the best means 
oi having- the kjn£ punctually obeyed m Afeat country 
M de la Itochefoucagll fgfert!* yofy woid, and I fotn 
with him, that d j ou are jnqj pleaded With the tetter you 
wrote him, i\ k for want of knowing tetter : I tfunk he 
t* quite in the right, tor it W^foll Jile and spirit 
\ou have an answer to it enclosed. my de$u 

countess, I think oi yep flight and day, fujntsh me 
With some opportunity*^ it wdl be a 

pleasing employment for my affbct|on# 

tfigr ER (Stf). 

*'$ s, rtrkt 

Yesterday the kirtjj gave audigfleb toq the amhfuwplor 
from Holland, at wbieh be wot^liave the prince# mar- 
bhal Turenncj t be duko^B^I^ mart^Cro- 

qui present, that they mrght bear all that passe*, The 


* CblftMiowict le Telher. 
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ambassadoi presented his letter to the king, which was 
not lead, though the ambassador proposed it; as the 
king said he already knew the contents, having a copy 
of it in his pocket The ambassador expatiated largely 
on the justifications mentioned in the letter, and on the 
strict manner in which the States had examined their 
conduct to discover in what they could possibly have 
given offence to his majesty ; that they were not con* 
scious of ever hat ing been wanting in the respect that 
was due to him ; and yet, to their great surpi ise, they 
had heard that the extensive preparations his majesty was 
making weie destined agamst them*; that they wire 
ready to satisfy his majesty in every thing he should be 
pleased to require from them, and humbly implored him 
to rem?ri|hei: the goodwill his troyal predecessors had 
ever shown them, to whom they owed their present 
flourishing condition. The king, with inimitable grace 
and dignity, Replied, that he was not now to karn the 
endeavours th^t fohti used to ftir up his enemies 
qgamst him ; that he thought it but prudent to prevent 
a surprise, and that he fptfud H necessary foi his own 
detenca to make himself thn* respectable by sea and 
land ; that after giving a few more necessary oiders, he 
should, m the beginning of spgpig, take such steps as 
he might judge most advantageous f6i his own gjgry, 
and tbh of hk kingdom ; a pd then gavq thuato- 
bassador to understand, by> a, lotion of his head, that 
Jiejjvould have no^JjMy* Tbe^e^er corresponded ex- 
ap$y with the ambpssfldor’s Jgfcech, except that it con* 
pilled with assuring ftps majesty, that they (the States) 

* The tour agitot the United Products, for which Lewis XIV. had 
leagn^dOfah Engtead sug sevctel Ctenttan princes, was on the point 
<£ brtafetog out. The English hfgan Sc In March by attacking 
the-Dutcb fleet, sad, m^wkoW wty, juste Wt* first, and declared it 
„afterwwds< 
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eould do whatever he should be pleased to order them, 
provided it did not oblige them to break with their 
allies. 

- The, same day M. de la Feuillade wag received at the 
head of the regiment of guards, and had" the customary 
oaths administered to him by amarshtt! of France. The 
Ling, who was present, spoke himself to the regiment, 
# and told them that he had given them M. de Feuillade 
foi their mestre de amp ; and then, with his own hand* 
presented him with the pike*, which is commonly doge 
bv a commissioner appointed by the king ; but bfc Plfc 
jcsty was resolved that no maik of distinction or favour 
should be wanting on (he occasion. 

You know Langlee ; he is as insolent and impertinent 
as possible : he was at play the other day with the 
count de Grumont, who, upon hit taking too great liber* 
ties, said, " M. de Langlee, keep these familiarities till 
you play with the king." 

Maishal Bellefond has requested leave pf the king to 
dispose of his post +. No one wilt do U^se’wall as he* 
Every body believes, and I especially, that it is to pay 
bis debts, and retire from thv world* to think of hit sal- 
vation* * , 

The procurator'*geaeral ojf thq$purt of aids { i 4 made 
first? president there: this is a^eat advancement for 
him* Do not foil to write to bhn on ihe occasion, one 
or other of you ; and whichever it is, let the other add 
a Ime or ttro in the letter* 1 Ebf* president NicolaUs 
restored to his post §. Tins is What may be called 
news. ' 

* It was a custom then to week* thapike on iaeh|«cs»iom. 

f Of chief matter ot the household to the king* v " ; f 

% Nuolat !e Camus. 

| Of first president of the chamber of acStitfftts* 
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LETTER OLWil. 

lO 1 Ilf SAME. 

M, Wednesday, Jdmur T • , lf >72 

So then, my deal child, you wish me* not to weep at 
seeing you **pai ated so many miles from me f but \ou 
cannot prut cut this disposition of Providence horn bung 
very hard and painful to me : it will he a long time be- 
fore I Khali he able to an upturn myself to it ; but I will 
slop short, and not involve you in a long tram of senti- 
ments, which this would naturally lead me into. I will 
not mt you a bad example, nor Stagger yemi fortitude 
with a narrative of my weakness: preserve ) onr reaiu n 
iitita full feicfcf enjoy f&r greatness of soul }ou me 
poised of ; white J, on my side, ihalji seek consolation 
and assistance? from thfe tWtems* and aiftetunt of muie< 
1 wtuf yesterday at" St* "6%rtpahi i the queen made the 
first mlvibcejf ttfW, and my court, as usual, at 

your*fcpenqp/ ^ol\ad,*lf the affair of your lying-in 
over's *r\A theft taUctdfubc&fttty journey to Provence, not 
forgetting tfa tele one to Bri^any ; and hew lucky mad. 
da Cheviot had l*e&4tt%q gf^Ntig u^c' there, f should 
lutte (old you, that that lady Went to Gerund* With 
me. As w Monsieur, he drew me aside to a wMsw, 
%q talk qf me about you, aft# ordered me vety seriously 
to uptake his cdfnplimtfms to you, and let yfife'kuow how 
glad ho was to hear of you* being safely hi ought to 
bed; he *»i$ «o many obliging things on the subject, 
andjha to peculiar a manner, that it must havr been my 
own figqjk, WX difi not understand, that he was devious 
of attaching himself to. your service ; fo* they he 
is grown weary of vuarshipfdpg (hmaxgtl 1 found Ma- 
dame much bettor than I expected. I could mu ue M. 
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dr* MfMiaufe.ii, hf was closeted with Moltacigneur* I 
should never haw done repeating all the compliments 
that were made both to you and me; but they tire nU 
4osi in the an. 1 was n.nte happy to qet homo* But 
t whom do von tL jiiU I in jnd there ? Thu presidents Reau* 
^IU* and Ualifit t , and wltom should they be talking of 
but uudame de tiiiginn ! 

# Your little t * ii l is coming hm : sou say she serves 
to put me M>n*t times m mind of > ou } f know what an* 
4>vti \ on expect, that there is no occasion tor thatr- f 
am troing out in the coach. ,r Whither say yon : lot 
madam? de \ alavone's. u What to do there To talk 
of Piovence, '* Observe that good woman/ 1 feUtd Oou* 
langes the othci day, “ she u for cu r in conijmrty u*&h 
hr i dairghtei/’ * 

I have reecmd yours of the < JOth of last month In* 
died, tin deal, you displvaat rue gif ally in talking cjf 
voui clarmihg tetters in the manner you do. What 
pleasure can you take in finding fault with vmir nMn* 


iter and style, umbcompai u.g yourself toMi^* prlttCl&s 
d'Harcourt ? 1 cannot conceive Where y<m$E$ tbU false 
and injuuous humility : it la wounding ijfc f b^trt^of- 
H ruling justice, and doing injury to Uuth. What (}«• 
pravtfy of manners l Jror beuvipi^ -fake leave of! this 
practice, and see things as ttay really arc : you will 
then have nothing to do but to guard against vanity, ad 
affair that may be setiled between your confessor {Ukd you. 
I am distracted at the thoughts of your being sft 
What is become of the time When yon would W mm 
the head of a snipe, or the wijjg of a lark, i£*a dav/fcr 
fear of growing too fat? If fbv should bd svith chifd 


a»am, be assmed it is all ov*g with yu$ wgjT 

lost beyond hope. * 


We wore talking gf you jrcstcnJU* at inful 

when mad, Scarron reminded us how jqpth 
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wit and spirit you suppoilrd a bad catix* once in the 
satne place, and on the very carpi t we wen; then sitting 
upon. There were mad. do la l ayette, mad. Scarrou *, 
SegraiH, Cadcrousse, the abbe ’1 eta, (.Juilleragues, and 
lfrancas. You and your mint aie never forgotten; 
your friends preserve the most lively remembrance of 
both ; but, when I come to reflect where you are, 
though 1 know you aie a little queen, v et how can I 
forbear sighing ? We sigh too at the life we lead at St. 
(Jermain and here; so that we are foi cut sighing. 
You know, I suppose, that Lauzun, as lit was going into 
the place of his confinement, repeated, In sac u la sacu- 
lonnn: I fancy theie are some here that would gladly 
answer, Amen ; and others again be as ready to cry out. 
No. Indeed, when he was jealous of your neighbour f» 
he used her very ill; and how did he serve many 
others r 

Your little girl is very pretty : the sound of her 
voice goes to my very heart : she has a thousand little 
engaging ways, w hich amuse me, and make 111 c love 
her; but 1 never can conceive it possible for her to 
equal you in my affections. 

LETTER CLXVIII. 

TO THE S\ME. 

Paris, Wednesday, Jan. 13, 1672. 

For Heaven’s sake, my dear child, what do you meanr 
What pleasure can you take in thus abusing your per- 
son and understanding, vilifying your conduct, and 
saying, that one must have great good-nature to think 
of you sometimes ? Though I am certain you cannot 

• ftmci-s d’Auhigittf, afterwards marchioness do Maintenoiu 
fv-See Letter 160. 
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believe all you say, yet it hurts me to hear it: you 
really make me angry with you; and though, perhaps, 

1 ought not to answer seriously things that are only said 
■n jest, yet I cannot help scolding you before 1 go any 
farther. You are excellent again, when you say you are 
^afraid of with. Alas ! if you knew how insignificant they 
are when you are by, and how encumbered they are with 
flieir own dear persons, you would not value them at 
all. Do you remember how you used to be deceived in 
them somr tunes? Do not let distance magnify object! 
too much ; but it is one of its common eflecU. 

Wo sup every evening at mad a mo bear roll’s ; she has 
a most engaging wit, and an understanding surprisingly 
just and dear. It is a pleasure to hear her sometimes 
reason upon the horrid confusion and distractions of a 
country with which she is very well acquainted. The 
vexations that Heudicourt undergoes in a place that ap- 
pears so dazzling and glorious; the continual rage of 
Lauzun ; the gloomy chagrin and cares of the court 
ladies, from which the most envied are not always ex- 
empt ; are things which she describes in the most agree- 
able and entertaining manner. Such conversations as 
these lead us insensibly from one moral reflection to 
another, sometimes of a religious, sometimes of a poli- 
tical kind. You are frequently one of our subjects : she 
admires your wit and manners; and, whenever you re- 
turn hither, you are sure of being highly in favour. 

But let me give you an instance of the king’s good- 
ness and generosity, to show you what a pleasure it is 
to serve so amiable a master: He sent formarshal'Belle- 
fond into his closet the other day, and thus accosted 
him : " Monsieur le mar&cbal, I insist upon knowing 
your reasons for quitting my service. Is it through Ik’ 
principle of devotion ? Is it from an inclination to4$tSp^ 
Or is it on account of your debts? If it be the laMr* 
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I myself will take charge of them, and inform myself 
of the state of your afiaii • '* The marshal was sensibly 
affected with this goodness : “ Sire/' said he, “ it is mj 
debts ; I am owrwiielnn •! with them, and cannot hear 
to sec some of my fiienci-. w ho nssi-icd me with their 
fortunes, likely to stiller on my account, without hav- 
ing it in my power to satisfy them.'’ " Well then,” said 
the king, u they shall have security for what is owing 
to them : I now gi\c you a hundred thousand francs on 
your house at Versailles, and a grant of four bundled 
thousand more, as a security in case of your death. 
The hundred thousand francs will enable you to pay 
off the arrears, and so now you remain in my service.” 
That heart must be insensible indeed, that could refuse 
the most implicit obedience to such a master, who en- 
ters w ith so much goodliest arid- condescension into the 
interest of his servants. Accordingly the marshal made 
no farther resistance : he is now reinstated in his place, 
and loaded with favour*. This is all strictly true. 

Not a night passes at St. Germain's without balls, 
plays, or masquerades. The king shows an assiduity 
to divert this Madame, that he never did for the other. 
Bacine has brought out a new piece called Bajazet, 
which they say carries #very thing before it: indeed it 
does not go in emperemdb, as the others did. Monsieur 
de Tallard says, that it as much exceeds the best piece 
of Corneille’s, as Corneille’s does one of Boyer's; this 
is what you may call praising by the lump: there 
ispothmg like telling truth : however, our eyes and ears 
will inform u$ more fully ; for 

Du biuit tic Bajazet mon amc impuituuwc * 

•M iges me to go immediately to the play ; we shall see 


A line in Despretus. 
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' MADAME Gift bEVIGNE* 

I have been at Livri : ah, my dear child, how well 
ilid 1 keep niy word with you, and how many tender 
thoughts of you filled my breast! It was delightful 
weather, though very cold ; but the sun shone finely, 
j\nd every tree was hung with pearls ancf crystals, that 
£ burned a pleasing diversity of colours. 1 walked a great 
1 deal; the next day 1 dined at Pomponne: it would not 
li£ an easy matter to recount all that passed during a stay 
of five hours : however, I was not at all tired with my 
visit. Monsieur dc Pomponne will be here in three or 
four days: I should be very much vexed, if I was 
obliged to apply to him about your Provence affairs; 

1 am persuaded he will not hear me: you see I give 
myself airs of knowledge. But really nothing comes 
up to M. d’l's&s; I never saw a man of better under- 
standing, nor one more capable of giving sound advice: . 
I wait to see him, that I may inform you of what he has 
done at St. Germain. 

You desire me to write you long letters ; 1 think you 
have now sufficient reason to be contented ; I‘fu» some- 
times frightened at the length of them myself; and 
were it not for your agreeable flattery, i should never 
think of venturing them out of my hands. Madame de 
Brissac is excellently provided for the winter, in M. de 
Longucville and the epunt de Guiche; but nothing w 
meant but what is fair apd honourable, only she takes 
a pleasure in being adored. La Marans is never seen 
now, either at madame dela Fayette's or at M. de hi 
Rochefoucauld : we cannot find out what she is doing£ 
we are apt to judge a little rashly now and then: she 
took it into her head thL summer, that she should he 
ravished, as if she wished it ; but’! am of opinion, that 
she is in no great dahger. Good Heavens, what a ipad 
Creature it i», and how long have I looked on her fa 
the aame light, as you do now ! But now let me tell 
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you, my dear, it is not my fault that I do not see n»a- 
dame de la Valavoire *. ] aru sure there is no occasion 
to bid me go and sec her, it is enough that she ha9secn 
you, for me to run after her ; but then she is running 
after somebody else : for I might for ever desire her tc^ 
wait at home for me ; 1 cannot get her to do me th«* 
favour. Your jest applies admirably to M. le Grand, 
and a very good one it is. Poor Ch&tillon is every day 
teasing us with the most wretched ones imaginable. 

LETTER CLXIX. 

TO THE *AME. 

Padi, Friday evening, Jan. id, 1672. 

I wrote to you this morning, my dear child, by the cou- 
rier, who brings you the most pleasing and agreeable 
tidings about your Provence affairs; but I shall. write 
to you again to-night, that it may not be said that the 
post came in without letters from me. I do really be- 
lieve that you love me; you tell me so at least, and 
what end can you have in deceiving yourself and me 
too ? And if you do not love me, you would be greatly 
to be pitied in being thtas overwhelmed with such a num- 
ber of my letters : yours constitute the happiness of my 
life. I shall say nothing to you about the fine soul; it 
was Langlade who made use of the expression, by way 
of joke; but in earnest, you have a fine soul: it is 
not perhaps one of those first-rate souls, like that of 
What’s kis name the Roman, who, rather than forfeit 

* A lady of quality in Provence, who was just then come to Paris. 

•f* Monsieur dc Sauvebceu^ giving an account one day to the king's 
brother of a negotiation in which he had been employed at the court 
SfljjMh said to him, Whats his name, JV hat's his it ame, the Ling oJ 
said to me, Sec. 
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liis word, returned back to the Carthaginians though 
he was well assured they would instantly put him to 
death ; but next to him 1 think you may challenge a 
place with the foremost. 

/ We 'have been to see the new piece of Racine’*, 
thought it admirable. My daughter-in-law* is in 
my opinion the best performer I ever saw : she is in- 
finitely before Desoeillets; as for me, though I am 
thought to have some portion of talent for the stage, I 
am not fit to snuff the candles when she appears. She 
is u gly* when you come near her ; I do not therefore 
wonder my son’s passion was damped by her presence : 
but when she speaks verse, she is really adorable. Ba- 
jazet is altogether a fine performance ; the distress rises 
towards the end, and the passions are very strong, and 
not of so extravagant a kind as in Berenice; yet I can* 
not think it surpasses his Andromache. As for the de- 
lightful plays of Corneille, they as much surpass this 
piece as your idea surpassed Make the ap- 

plication, and remember that instance of folly j but be 
assured, that nothing will ever equal (I do not say sur- 
pass, but equal) the enchanting passages we meet with 
in Corneille. He read us the other day, at M. de la 
Rochefoucault’s, a piece of his, which showed what he 
once bad been : I wish you had been with me that af- 
ternoon ; I am sure you would not have thought your 
time ill spent: you would have dropped a tear or two, 
for I myself shed twenty; besides, you would hate 
greatly admired your sister-in-law : you would have had 
the angels before your eyes, and La Bourdeaux dressed 
out like a little miss. The duke was behind the scenes, 

* Meaning La Charopinfcldc, the actress, with whom her wn, the 
^harquis de Sdvignd, had been in love. It is said, that »he possessed no 
share of any natural genius, hut tliat Racine, who was likewise in tov® 
with her, had taught her to pronounce verse mecha n ically. 
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and Pomrnar* uboxc with the fooimm, wiap; ..p .n t 
cloak, Tor fear of the count de Cleaner, who in re^olwii 
to hftve him hnngrd, whether he will or not. 'I lie 
hi mux weie all upon the stage; the marquis de Y:ih if i 
was in a niasqiteradc-dress ; the count de Guiche luaieik 
up like his own .spirit ; and all the re>t looktd like • 
many banditti. 1 have met the count tw ice at M. de la 
Kochefoiicanlt’s, and alw ays thought he had a great deni 
of wit: he appeared then, indeed, less on the resme 
than he usually does. Our abbe here .sends you word, 
that he has received the plan of Grignan, which h*' 
likes extremely, and takes a walk in it n<*\v and tls* n 
by way of anticipation ; he wishes he had aside-uew 
of the house; for my part, I shall content mvsclf till 
I am altogether in possession pf it, by being there. 1 
have ^thousand compliments for you from every one 
who fraS heard of the obliging manner in which the 
king spoke of AT. de Grignan; madame de Vernueil 
was the first who came tome, she has been like to die. 
Farewell, tpy child; what sh&H I ay of my love for 
you, and th^v interest 1 feel in ah that concerns you? 
I embrace th* admirable Grignan, the prudent coadju- 
tor, and the presumptuous Adhcm?r: was it not thus 
I styled them the other Bay ? 


LETTER CLXX. 

TO THE SAMF. 

Paris, Wi clnrs,lay f J.:n. *20, ]*C2. 

I sf.nl> you Al. de la Rocliefoucauhs Maxims, revised 
and com c led, with additions ; it is a present to you from 
himself. Some of them I can make shift to guess the 
nuMtkting of; but there are others that, to my shame be N 
it spoken, 1 cannot understand at all. God knows how 
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it will lie with you. There is a dispute between the 
aichbishop of P«ui» anil the aichbishop of Rlicinis about 
a point of ceremony : Paris will have Rheims ask leave 
of him, as his superior, to rtfiiciate, xxJncli Khuints w til 
not consent to. It is said, that these two right icvc- 
Vmda w ill nevi r agi . e till they aiethiity or forty leagues 
asunder, if that the case, tiny are both of them 
likely lo continue as they are. The ceremony it leluics 
to i.s the canonisation of mu llorgia a Jesuit. The whole 
opera hand i*> to cm rt itself on the occasion; the bluets 
will he illuminated even to the Rue St. Antoine; the 
people are all mad about it: old Meiuwille, hoxvcvci, 
has died without haxing seen it. 

])> not chccixe youiself, my child, by entertaining 
too good an opinion of my letter-*. The other day an 
impertinent fellow, seeing the moiislious length ot a 
letter I was writing to you, asked me veiy sciinusly, if 
I thought any body eonld pus&ibly read h all : I treni- 
bied at the thought of it, but without any iijlcntiou of 
amendment; for th ■ correspondence 1 have with you 
is my < xistencc, the sole pleasure of my life ; and ever)' 
other consideration is hut mean, when put m compete 
non with it. I am uneasy about y our brolhor: pout 
idle Tin; weather is very cold lie lies in (amp, 
and ft still on the march to Cologne, foi the Loid knows 
how long! I was in hopes ol* seeing him this winter, 
and see. when* he is now ! Aft* i ail, I hod little ma- 
demoiselle Adhemar must he the com! it of my old 
age: I wi-di you eould but see how f;hd she is of me; 
how she cries after me, and lungs about me. bhe in 
not a beauty, but she is veiy pleasing, has a d* hght- 
ful voice, an»l a skin as deal and white .... In short, 
r i dual on her. You, it seems, dual on your boy; 
very glad of it: we cannot luxe too many things to 
amuse us ; real or imaginary, it does tint s'endv., 

V01.. II. 
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To-morrow thfiv i* to he a hall at Madame's. I saw 
a heap of jewels loss pg about »• Mademoiselle’s, which 
put nic in mind of past troubles, and yet would to 
Heaven we woie at the same vuuk again! For how can 
I be unhappy while yiu arc with me 5 Alas! my 
whole life is cm- continued scene of sorrow and dis- 
appointment. Dear monsieur Nicole! have pily on 
me; and teach me to bear, with patience, the dispen- 
sations of Providence. Farewell, my dearest child, I 
dare not say 1 adore you ; but I cannot conceive any 
degree of love superior to mine: the kind and pleasing 
assurances you give me of yours, at once lighten and 
increase my sorrows. 


LETTER CLXXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, Jun. 22, lf‘7‘2, at 10 at night. 

I have but just been able, my chdd, to leave made- 
moiselle Adhemar’s bed-side to write to you. If you 
would not be jealous, I know not what 1 could not say 
to you of this sweet child ; it is the most amiable little 
creature that ever was seen; she is so lively, so risk, 
and has such a number of little engaging ways, that 
no <me*C&n help being quite delighted with her. 1 have 
been at Mademoiselle’s to-day, who sent for nu to come 
to her; Monsieur came in while I was there, and im- 
mediately began talking of you : he said, there was no- 
body capable of filling your place at the ball , and very 
obliging 1 }' added, that, nevertheless, your absence ought 
.^toieno hinderancc to my going thither: this is just the 
thing I wanted. There w.i- a good deal of talk about 
^Ahe war; it skeins a detci mined tiling. We arc in ex- 
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prctation of the queen of Spain’s * answer; but lot hei 
«av what she will, it is resolvod, I find, that \vc must 
route lo blows:' it' she declares for us, \vc fall upon the 
Dutch*; if she takes the other side, then we shall seize 
on Flanders; and when once the uproar is begun, it 
will not be easily quieted. All this while our troops are 
*npon their march towards Cologne. They say M. He 
J.uxenibourg is to open the scene. There are some 
commotions in Germany. 

I have had a good deal of conversation with M. 
d’Csez: our abbe* mentioned to him in a very pretty 
way, what lie intended for the abbe Grignnn ; this af- 
fair, however, must he kept secret ; it all depends on M 
ri’Uscz, for it is through him only that we ran obtain 
the proper requisites from his majesty. I was told at 
my first coming in, that the chevalier de (vriguanf ln« 
the small-pov at M. d’Usez’s house : this will be an un- 
lucky accident for him, a great vexation to all who are 
his friends, and the occasion of infinite trouble to M. 
d’Usez, as it will entirely hinder him from acting in the 
present emergency. This is all of a piece with my 
usual ill fortune. You are continually praising me for 
iny letters, and yet 1 dare not commend yours, lest it 
should look like giving praise for praise; how over, I 
must not lay myself so fir under restraint as to conceal 
the truth. Your thoughis and periods are many of 
them incomparable in their kind, and your style is al- 
together as perfect. :\s one could wish; d’llacqueville 
and I were quke charmed at some brilliant passages we 

• Amu Maria of Austria, rciicr of Philip II. of Spain, and mother 
i * t M.ulcs II. who was not ritciarftl of a^e till the year 1072 : his tlo- 
tr.mo'.s bcin n *, in ihe raran whiu, govcinul hy the fpiecn-oujtuqffijn- 
-1,1c l h v mx coi.n.scliors of the I'neaseii Kinc's nomination. 

f (.luiles Philip Adlnnur fir Monicil, rivvalier nr knight of M , 
-rai’d-. fj»h< vi to J tl ; ie» A jhi'inar dr Montf-il, hishop of L'sdjfJ 
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observed in them: nor arc* you less excellent in your 
narrations; I ho passage relating to the king, your re- 
sentment against Lauzun and the bishop, are eaeh of 
them master- pieces in their way : sometimes I «how a 
few of them to inadarno He Vi liars ; hut she generally 
fixes on the most tender parts, which presently bring 
tears into her eyes. Do not be afraid of my showing 
your letters improperly ; I know w ho are worthy of that 
confidence, and what may be told and what concealed. 
Listen, my Hear, to an act of goodness and benevolence 
of your royal master’s; it will serve to redouble your 
zeal for his service. I am told fiom very good author- 
ity, that the other ‘Hay M. de Montausier* applied to 
the king for a small abbev for one of his fi lends, which 
was refused him ; upon which he ilung out of the pie- 
sence in great discontent, and was heard to say, as he 
went out, none but ministers rind mistresses hud any inter- 
est in this country. Thebe wotds woie not quite proper; 
they were presently carried to the king’s ears, who ^enl 
for Montausier, and gently reprimanded him for his 
heat, putting him in mind of the little reason he had 
to complain ; and the next day appointed inadame de 
CrussolD dame du palais. Let me tell you, tins is the 
conduct of a Titus. You may judge whether the go- 
vernor was not greatly confounded, as well as the bish- 
op, who is indebted to you for his deputation: these 
are the most cruel methods of revenge. 'Hie king has 
reconciled the two archbishops of Paris and Kheiins. 
What shall 1 tell you next? My poor aunt is afilicted 
with severe pain ; this gives me great concern, and lays 
me under the indispensable necessity of attending her. 

#$Ch»»les de Sainie . v atire, duke of .Montausirr, gi \t.rr.or to 
'dftuphiu of France, anti unlj son ot I.rtii*. XIV. 

M.ir)’ Julia de Si .Ma» rr, v.if- to Knirnanud dr Crusbo!, duke 
Usez, and daughter to M. de Munuuscr. 
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ir.OM M IUAME [>l. «• VICNh TO TUB COL NT UE IUS.SY. 

Pali*, Jaftuary *J4, 167 i. 

[r is verv odd, mv clear cousin, that the desire of writ- 
ing (n you should seize me nil at once, in the chamber 
of our little sister of Samle-Mat ie. It would seem as if 
our friendship wer *. founded upon the sanctity of our 
"rand- mother. What else can 1 thirtk, when I find that 
so many places where 1 have seen you, bring you less 
to my mind than this, where I never beheld you in my 
life. You have a daughter here who contributes to the 
miracle. She is no more of a fool than if she saw you 
every day, and is as wise as if she had never been out 
of the walls of Sainte-Marie. She is a rigid Christian, 
but she has ceilain charms of the Kahutins that render 
her perfectly fascinating. I doubt whether any one of 
your children surpasses this: but 1 shall make you vain. 
I was for eight months in Hritany, during which I never 
felt as if I had wit enough to write to you. It was my 
intention to renew' the correspondence on my return, 
and 1 begin here. The better day, the better deed. I 
'hall' tell you no news, and shall say nothing of what is 
expected. You know every thing that passes ; at least, 
1 am willing to believe so ; for J dosiot think it is quite 
safe to wnte to you upon certain subjects. There are 
some new comedies acting, of which I have the vanity 
to think your opinion will be the 9ame as mine. Adieu, 
my de.tr cousin ; you cannot imagine how much I me- 
rit the honour of your friendship. 



LETTER * CLXXIIh 


PROM TH£ feOIJNT DE BU5SY TO MAD \Mt DE 

Ota»cu, Jauvu.r'. 1 •<, 1 f j 7 - 

Would you know, madam, what influenced >ou to 
write to me from Snnte-Mai.e, where you never saw 
me, rather than from a thoustnd places where you have 
seen me$p thousand Units ? 1 will tell you. It was my 
daughter that brought me to your remembrance ; and 
being soon wt\ny df the subjects that are discussed m a 
Convent, you employed a part of the time of your visit 
to write to her fethfer ; fiorn which I infer, that you 
had rather hold communion with the woild than with 
tne, but that you iiad rather h^ld communion with me 
than with God. If you are not a hvpocii** you will 
acknowledge this. Whin I came to that pint oi jour 
letter, where you soy, that my daughter is no n ore ct 
a fool than if the saw me everyday, and. that she is a» 
wise aiif she had never (pft the walls ot Saiute-Marie, 
I interpreted it* us wise. a*. if she had never seen me. 
In reality, my society might contribute to render a 
young person agreeable, but i| would not easily convert 
her into a iwn,* 1 ♦Iy daughter is apery good one, I am 
told'by Ibvany persons besides you8a4f; and the testi- 
mony you bear to the charms of fifrr mind, is what I 
call passing the-erdeal. ,Her sisters have also their 
share of merit; mtd.ffi my micfllttHie has been the 
means of depriving thbni of the advantages of affluence, 
it has been made up to them by habits of temperance 
and a good educathpL You ought to have written to 
me from Bntany : we base both lost by it. You largh 
aaHSh in saying you had not wit enough. Are you 
gbbged then to study to write *,ocd lethrs to me 5 They 
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uoulil lose, I think, that character, if they were so 
written. 


* LETTER (’LXXIV/ 

FROM MADAME DE MV1GN.-: TO M VDAME DB GR1GNAN. 

Paris, Wednesday, Jan. 27 , 1G7S. 

Never did I see any thing more charming ifann your 
letters ; you declare yourself fully satisfied with the 
love and esteem I .bear you, and express yourself in a 
manner that must fill a heart like mine with the warm- 
est tenderness. You seem well acquainted with all that 
passes in it, and rightly perceive that most of my ac- 
tions have for their object the typing, in some measure, 
seiviceable to you : you have put the true signification 
on my journey to Pomponnc, as well as on the visits I 
made to M. le Camus : trust me, my dearest child, you 
are not at all 'mistaken ; ; and while your%aagacity and 
penetration do me su<& good offices with your heart, I 
have no reason to appr4hend,> diminution in your af- 
fection for me. I canrtot but adnfire the sweetness of 
yoiir temper; it is even v beyond r whafcmy most sanguine 
es could have formed : if at anytime it should ap- 
peal* to4>e otbevwiaj, it should be forgiven for the sake 
of iv^fc it really Ji*; and for the same reason should we 
forgive those to whom you do not show yourself suffi- 
ciently for them to discover all the good qualities you 
are possessed of, and who, not being used to you or to 
them, are apt to take you only by your words. But, 
my dear child, I am quite concerned at your being so 
exlremelyipdolent, as not even to entertain a thought 
of moving from where you are ; indeed it vexes the : I 
think M. de Grignan much more reasonable in the 
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thoughts he had about marshal Btllefond's place, if he 
had resigned : what he juopos.-d in that case was quite 
to my mind ; but you saw lmw that alhir turned out. 

I could widi that you would not lay a^ide all desire of com- 
ing neater to us/ if occasion should oiler; for M. d* Use/, 
might, with a vuy good lace, represent to his majesty, 
huW impossible it is n >t to bo uneasy at being obliged 
to serve hiiti at such a distance from his person, after* 
having spent the greatest part of bis life about him, as 
M. de <*fignan has dune. 

M. de Berni, the o titer dayat Versailles, mistook a 
window for a door, and fell from the first floor upon a 
little boy, who we# vt ly much hurt, and prevented his 
being killed. TynVty assistance was given; and though 
his head is broken, it is thought he will do well. This 
comes from Jiaving windows to the floor : they should 
always have a wirc-guajd before them. This accident 
has made a great noise at Versailles. 

I desire, my dear, tbl^ytfu will frequently mention 
my aunt in your letters ; it wilktye some comfort to htr 
in her tortures. I have sent ydur letters as directed ; 
that to madame Sb la Fayette is gtfpremely pretty. Tliere 
was something \erfi$Mt§ge in “the beginning of your 
last ; you bid me guess.what .you had done the night 
before. I tremfcffed from head t^foot, and gave, all 
over for lost ; at test it proved to ]^ k< $hat you had sate 
up waiting for the courier that was 4Vbring your let- 
ters, and had very joyously been drinking your Sf&yal 
master's health : this gave me breath again, and I ap- 
plaud you for your zeal ; for, iu truth, it is impossible 
to praise the king too much : he is, if possible, grown 
morajberfect within this last year. The court poets 
have Already begun at court ; for my part, 1 like prose 
since evtry one can u-e it, to speak and sing his 
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I have been writing ft long letter to M. de Pomponne, 
%^elative to aflairl in Provence, as M. d'Usdz cannot see 
^fiim to talk with him, on account of the poor chevalier’s* 
having the small -pox : I dare not tell you in what a 
a collection he is : his youth gives us seme hopes • but 
I have had many uneasy moments on his account. The 
countess de Fiesrjue’tf daughter, inadame dc Guerchi, 
jlied lately in the country of a fright she got by a lire : 
she was eight months gone ; she miscarried, and died 
shortly after. It shocks one to hear of such a^idents. 
The young duke de Rohan is at tKe point ofdeath, of 
a violent fever he got with swallowing two glasses of 
brandy, after drinking too freely of v\ ine>»* It is tip se- 
venth day of his disorder, and he now judged to be 
past hopes of recovery. A fine ^rospoct ltliis for M. 
and inadame de Soubide : for m^baft, 'after ]^|iat I saw 
of him at our assembly, and t^?%iaiuier^ib which I 
knew he treated madam^d^Kobah, J^li quiteeasy about 
the matter. The chancefl^uSgm^y is^Jng : lie has 
nt the seals to the lditt i s 1 i n : a 

fine present indeed ? Good -Wyl , jc^Hfebow do I 

nish for M. de ( i gQip^tl^^onie place 
here about his Pruvenyals 

go whistle ! Adbemar|ri^ all heart* 

ik» : it would he Wel^&l^tthem thinks 

of them. Adieu, Mi|£dcarest ^ii i id, t^Jk of nothing 

hut coping 40 ze#*fol Q&ilm Grignan, 

am! fiSr dearer wife^ 


D 'j. 
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T-ETTJEtt CLXW 

TO Tiin S \MK. 

,1 

1'iorn the Convent of St. Mar) in 'ho r..\vh*.t.r. 
Friday, January 30, 1679, heinjr rh^ day t»i 
Si. Francis dc Sales, ami that on uhivh juv. 
were married: tin". is my fii>>t ihupMuh ; for * 
1 make a lintt dv C*vi * ot' every 

IIeiie I ajn, my doarchild, in tb$ very place! where, oi 
all places in the world, I wept the most violently and 
bitterly, Ota ^ cruel clay, in which you were separated 
from me ^ 1 tremble still, whenever I think of it. I 
have been walking a full hour in the garden, while the 
sisters arc fet ve^yelC^tHunijeil with the most horrid mu- 
sic, from l&iptvl « wisc to escape. My dear 

child, 1 caplgo Support tbU ^ my remembrance 

of you ^Pry occBskjn : I thought I 

should h|g| tjfpgardety wht re I have so often 

seen voi^^will the situ ation lam in: 

your r i ^ ^ to the weakness of the 
human h^ruyj^ clays, hours, and mo- 
ments, in hmjiit mistresa of , myself: I 

. know m y^ i|^M^anA da feolbpretenJ to a fortitude 
,of w Inch J am ^ot possessed. Tiitisj t is w ith me ;• I am 
quite atjgf^q>mplcte jpiy mi- 
sery, a the^chevalfer j||Gri> 

gnan, lsjhst returned, witn mlelt^nce that in no de- 
gree he lps tOj^diy ^ h* s bequeath- 

jA in your. Favour w'uafc^r^pP^w to gives* Keep it, I 

* Bout-di-fan % a service in the Romish church that is read fer a 

deceased person' at tlie year** end After W& death. By this nunlame de 
Kftrtgnd means to say , that she in uluays ncollte;ing tome luhject of 
iriMor concern. 
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Jesire you, however trifling it may be, aft a mark of the 
esteem he had for you ; and do not dispose of it as I know 
^ our generous nature would lead you to do ; for there 
is not one of your brothers- in- law, who is not richer in 
propoition than you are. 1 cannot express to you the 
concern tin* loss has gnen me. What! shall such a 
little viper as M. tie Italian be snatched from the jaws of 
death, and this amiable youth, whoso birth, person, 
temper, and honest heart, can make his loss desirable or 
serviceable to no one, be thus lost to us ! Had I been 
free to follow my own inclinations, I would never have 
left him : bis disoider would have given me no nppre 
hensions on my own account : but 1 cdtonot act in ihis 
respect as I would. You will hark letters by the post, 
written subsequent to Lliis, which will give you a more 
circumstantial account of |ug dtorder : it is enough for 
me to feel it as I do. ' ” 

**9»r 

It is reported that the chancell * is dead. I cannot 
tell whether the seals will ' of before the post 

goes out. The countess (de Ficsfjite) is in great afflic- 
tion for the loss of her daughter : shy is at St. Mary's 
of St. Denis. My dear child, women cannot take too 
much care of themselves, both during pregnancy and ly- 
ing-in, nor guard too much against being in either of 
those situations: I mention no names. JiAdieu, my 
dearest ; this will Be a short letter : k canhot write in 
my present frame t>f mind, an^youliayeno need of my* 
dullness ; but, wbyfy, it so happens that you receive a 
letter of airunreas^gftble length* thank yourself for it, 
and the manner you flg&er me on the pleasure 

my long letters give yoifs you cannot' now complain of 
them. I embrace you a thousand and a thousand times} 
and so return to my gar Jen, and then to church ford,' 
little while, and then to visit the sick, who arc a* full 
of sorrow and vexation as myself. 
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II?re is sister Magdalen Agnes coming in, who sa- 
lutes you in the name of the Lord. 

LLTTEK CLXXYI. 

IO Tin: MMI. 

'A 

Pare, \Vf\l»rs<?,iv, 1V1». j, 1 

1 had a whole hour’s conversation yesterday, with M. 
dc Pompon lie. It wouJd take more paper than 1 have 
by nic, to tell you the joy we had in seeing eac h other 
again, and how many subjects we passed over for want 
of time to discjjss them in. In short, I found him the 
same as ever; he is all perfection, and sets a much 
greater \ahic on me than I deserve: his father has 
given him to understand, t^at lie cannot more sensibly 
oblige him, than by doing -every thing in his power to 
oblige me ; though be says^there are a thousand other 
reasous which w'oula have induced linn to do it, espe- 
cially the consideration of my having the whole govern- 
ment of Provence in my hands : thi- is an admirable 
pretext lor our having frequent business together. This 
was the only subject that, had its full scope. J had an 
opportunity of talking to him at large about the bishop: 
he knowsv$ry well how to give attention to other**, as 
well as td^ speak himself: he verjt readily gave credit 
to the description I drew of tjiat p re fate's mariners, and 
did not seem very well pleased* that a man of his pro- 
fession should take upon him the «w0Vernor. I think I 
suifered nothing to estfepe that %v%|pro per to he said on 
the occasion, lie always jnspires me with wit : his 
own is so perfectly easy and .unconstrained, that we aie 
insensibly led to repose an entire confidence in him, 
and to 9peak our mind in the most happy terms. How 
t many do I know that arc quite the reverse of this ! In 
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short, "my dear child, without ’fishing for atfy more fcom- 
.plimcnts, of which you are so very prodigal, 1 quitttd 
/■fifing full of joy at the thoughts of the service this con- 
nexion may be to you hereafter. We agreed to write 
to each other. lie seems fond of my unstudied* anil 
simple style, though his own is that of eloquence itself. 

I .sent you melancholy news of the poor chevalier in 
# my last ; I have just received more* of the same kind : 
he is alive still, but has received extreme unction, and 
continues as ill as possible : the pustules dry up as soon 
as they appear. It is, in my opinion, the same sort as 
mad. de St. Simon’s. Ltipcrl will tell you more of it 
than 1 can : I hear from him every and am in 
great uneasiness about him, for I find I love him more 
than I thought I did. The princess of Conti * was seiz- 
ed this evening wilh a tit of an apoplexy : she is not 
dead yet ; but remains insensible and speechless : they 
are torturing her a thousand ways to bring her to her- 
self: there are a hundred persons in her room, and 
three hundred in the house : there is weeping, and 
wailing, and great outcry : that is all I know of the 
matter at present. As to the chancellor +, lie is cer- 
tainly dead, aud made a truly noble exit; his bright 
understanding! his prodigious memory, his natural elo- 
jt^jucncc, and eminent piety, retained their full lustre to 
the very moment of his dissolution. Thu simile of the 
torch, that shines brightest when nearest being extin- 
guished, is verified in him. Mascaron J was with him 
in his last moments, and was astonished at the answers 
he made, and the lumber of qtfotations he drew from 

* An ii a- Marin MartinOzzi,' princess of Conti, died 4 th Feb. 167a. 

■f* lVttT Scgu:cr, who died tin* 2 Hth of January, 

1 Julius Mas<„ron of the Oniton, a very celebrated preacher; he 
*as afn rwiirds made bishop of Tulle, and from tliuice translated, in 
IO79, to the bishopric of Agcn. 
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the fibly Scrlptuttf ; he fferapHx$tsed the Mismr*, and 
drew tears front the eyes of aj) the hy-standers : he 
quoted passages frolm the Scriptures, and tlie writing** jI 
the fathers, with greater readiness than any of the bish- 
ops could have, done' that attended him. In short, 
his death waSfouc of thejibost glorious and extraordinary 
things. imaginable ; and what makes it still more so, is 
liis leaving bul very little wealth behind him ; he was 
as rich the day he entered into employment, as that on 
which he died : it is true, he provided for his family ; 
but that was not providing for himself: in short, he has 
left no more than 70,000 livrts a year; and what is 
that for a ujaijwho had been (buy years chancellor, 
and had besides a handsome fortune of his own ? Death 
discovers many things. 1 did not learn what 1 tell you 
from any of his own family. They are much visited. 
Mad. de Coulanges and I held our ranks there. Mad. 
de Vernueil * is so ill, that she sees nobody. It is not 
yet known who will have the seals. 

I desire you will put the coadjutor in mind of answer- 
ing M. dWgen + on the allair he wrote to h:m about : 
1 am plagued to death upon the subject. It very 
wrong to, be regardless of a bishop of such repute. I 
always put off writing to .this same coadjutor from day 
today: I think I am infected with his irregularities : 
I find fault with him, and, at the same time, sin myself. 
I embrace M. de Grignan : does, he still talk of thrushes ? 
There was a lady the other day, w r ho, instead of mak- 
ing use of the old saying, A* full asn thrush, said nia- 
dame la Piesidente was deqf as thrush: it made us 
all laugh. Farewell, my deartjjst ttftnld, your little girl 

Madame dc Yernuiil ns daughter to tbc chancellor Schuler. 

Claude Joli, bUKop of Agen : he luitl been curate of St. Nicolas 
Champ at Puis. 
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is a sw g* creature : she amoves me^&preatlj^ and grow* 
handsomer and handsomer every da^. 


LETTER CLXXVIL 

TO THE I.. 

n 

Pam. Friday, Teh. S, Th&dfcjr 

thuusatul years I was sulM, * 

I was told this morning, that the chevalier was certain- 
ly better: 1 have great hopes fronrhtsyoat&s pray 
Heaven restore him to our wishes. As to the princess 
of ( onti* she died about seven or eight liours after I 
had made up my packet; that is, yesterday about four 
o’clock in the morning, without recovering her senses 
fur an instant, or uttering a single intelligible word. 
She now and then called for Cecile, one of her women* 
and ejaculated, u My God !” They were in hopes her 
senses were returning* but she sai^ no more ; and expir- 
ed w ith a shriek, and with such \ iolent convulsions, that 
she left the marks of her fingers in the arm of the wo- 
man who held her. No words can describe the deso- 
lation and horror that prevailed in htr apartment. The 
duke, the princes of Conti, niadame dc Longucville, 
mad a me de Camacho, all wept as if their hearts would 
\ break. Madame dg Gesvres had recourse to fainting* 
amf madame de Brtssac roared as loud as she could, and 
threw herself upon the floor. In short, the attendants 
were obliged to send them out of the room, for they did 
not know what they did ; they rather over-acted their 
parts: somebody says, those who strive to prove too 
much, prove nothing. However, there was a general 
gi >cf. The king seemed a good deal aflfectedS and made 
her panegyric, by say ing, that she was more consider-, 
able for her virtue, than the greatness of her birth and 
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station. By her will, she has left the education of her 
c hildrert to madame do Longueville. The piince is ap- 
pointed their guardian. She has left 'JO, 000 cro v~- ib 
the poor, and as much among her scivants: she has 
ordered tee?rboH\ to ho interred ill her own parish, and 
witltytit^the lOast pomp, Hke any other common person. 
I Wfiot^Whow whether all these little matters come 
a jfrdpos or not : but you will have me write long letters, 
and so you must bear with them, and take it for your 
paitli. I saw tbhf pious princess yesterday after she 
was laid out: she was greatly disfigured by the rough 
treatment she had received: her mouth was strangely 
mangled, two of 'tier teeth were bioken; and they had 
burnt her on the head : so that, m short, if people re- 
cover from a fit of the apoplexy, they must-be miser- 
able spectacles all the rest of their lives. Her death 
affords subject 4ar a number of excellent reflections: it 
would have been aj^ryadful one to any other than her- 
self ; Jjiut to her it w \s the most happy that could be 
desired, since she felt nothing from it, and was besides 
always prepared. It has even afiected Biancas. 

I forgot to mention to you in my letter of the day 
before yesterday, that 1 met Canaples at None Dame, 
who* after a thousand compliments and g^od wishes for 
M. de Gngnan and you, told mcj^Uiat marshal Vjlle- 
roi had assured him, that M. de Gngnan!* letters had 
been greatly admired in the^ council; that they had 
been read with pleasure, ami that the king said, he 
never saw any thing better written. I promised him to 
let you know this. The lady, w hose name I did not men- 
tion to you in my last, wo* mad. de Louvois. Apiopos . 
M. de LotiRtois took his seat at the council-table four 
as one of the king's nmwsteis. His majesty 
sign to-morrow in the presence of six counsellors 
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»t state, an«l out nnMeis of the lequcsts. No one 
* mows how long this will This is a fine poftti ^Foi 

bfs* >-i**t\, \ml lie will, I dare say, acquit hiiftfcelf 
wi\ mil in n. I hiM had a thousand extiavS^hnt 
thoughts in ni^ he \d about the chancellors I cannot 
think wlitic 1 got i lu in, in tin condition I havebesxijn 
tor these two 01 thieo days jnst '1 he evfSHtig^^Ka 
^hoh div, and the da^ following your depattgjgfc WmI 
liuice last ji u, have run so stimi^ly irVBiy- lnr8(?, and 
so aflected my mind and spmts, that I^atapt |eep U* 
ti ars from my eyes ; and yet nothing can betn&rd frilly 
th m to grieve for a thing that it i* oot of our potter to 
itmedy* it is destroying out selves to i 
is just as ridiculous as farming wishes andwttdipg’c&s- 
tlts 111 the air* You have too much "food sett** thrash*, 
your tune in such trifles J^lwt^hey^jrfl&ssc fcfnfr 
chai med, my deal est child, to fin 4 y®b wSft plea- 
sure in my letteis, though I^cantf^^tt^ tteSlii so en* 
tertain^ng as you say they are. I have sent you^oqir 
reatnsjof paper, you kntw on wh^t cotidUioM^ I (tape 
to have the greatest ptftpf it baek^ags^T^ieeit piis 
and Easter: after that, {-shall aspire to mow stljijttbW*' 
tial joys. 


LLrffeR cixmii^ 

1 V 

fb same. 

Fkrif, Ufainegrfiy, Feb* 10, JST^. 

A r length, my dear tthild, after £ ttttflfctode of Mm 
alarms and vain hop^s/we haw* lost thepoor cheval&r. 
I must confess to you, that I have be< n gtcatljSaflcctbd 
at the death of tins excellent yottipgfinan , it Look pt#G* 
on Saturday the Oth leb. a* fopgtb^tta morning If a 
truly Christian end can adniiiiisilrtmnfort to ( hristians 
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we have the greatest icason lor ron~id.i»ion in the in- 
surance of his being happy. Nmu did :m\ ( :u* 'dm 11 ' 
more resignation, piety, or gnu »■ : In* "'"'1 ! * • * 4.-i\ 
accepted life, had it been in tin* power of :my one t o 
have ensured it him. So ere at was Ins # unfidenee in the 
merries of his God, that there is the -k\i»«*.i roi-mi to 
belie ve, th at he tV-lr Midi a disposition of soul, as h<* 
would Hot willingly have hazarded on any accoun*. 
He lost a great deal of bipod: and was very much 
Against being bled the last time, which was the ele- 
venth; but the physicians overruled him; and he told 
<. theft, that, since it must be so, he submitted, hut saw 
tb«^.were^g||%'ed to* kill him in form. 'Hie death of 
M. de Gum; wh|fh - was supposed to have happened 
^ from, not being ble#, 'has occasioned the loss of many 
Thjgter youth was ill ever since his jour- 
^&ey was seized with'* violent vo- 

. suiting and laxatif^b^ss at his first going into waiting, 

. and . took something to.stopit^wldchhad the desired 
effect; bet» in ubout jt week after, as he was returning 
to Paris, Be was seised with a. fever and the small-pox, 
which fll>yered him so Oomjdetciy, and was *o offensive, 
thgt atfend^^bina^CDuld scarcely stay in the 

:*** Thus Sid f^rvidence see jit to cut short his 
id the- ver^ flow# of his age. Thfc fra mel *•' 
cbofy die tail; we are. truly effected, we do 

str^e to c^bM it by pretended igporance. I 
^ughtnot to introduce anytpber subject in this letter. 
However, when you base dried your tears a little, you 
may read wha&'follows, and vou will learn what reso- 
tgjtum we have taken with regard to your affairs. 

$Ve did not receive the letter you sent us by the cou- 
rier till ) esterday: % was this I was so much distil d 
about; hut now, tberg^a? none lost, f was near an, 
hour with the blfnop of Isez. The abbe was with 
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fi'.r. We hail a good deal of commatiun together; 
wul I am more than ever .satisfied witlwllie prudence 
.fui'/iwu^seiise of this prelate : you have nothing la do 
luit send him the tiisi thoughts that come into your 
head, and an hour or two’s reflection will be Sufficient 
lor h :u in see all that is proper to be done or left un~ 
dniK*. I showed him the letter 1 had received from 
Ai. i’oinponiu*: I must manage so ns to bring about * 
conversation between M. d'Usez and him. The very 
name of poor i\l. dT.se* i» pestilential **at present l b# 
dan s not appear at courts nor cun he get to speakwith 
M. ColhirL: this ruins us. It is his opinion, tb#l we 
should not be loo hasty in the allair yottwrote Ut Mm 
.ihout ; because, if it really belopgf to ufGdepUties, 
we diould not give them all thought of the question, 
and keep the wrong to ourselves ; Jofc as tjliby dcfrMg, 
want lor cunning, they wiH be Jhemost 

of every favourable circumstance, andtake cure in con* 
ccal the rest. When .people; jv ho' ^are in the wrong 

happen to have some littjc matterbf fact tyk their tide, 
they turn and wind it a thousand' wayfh they 'be- 
come perfectly insupportable. And it ii 
will find the goo^l bishpg's prudence of 
aery ice to you. I 

. Th^ marquis dc YiUeroif hae t received 
tire irom court, on account of his ilLcondoct. This is 
all tbe king said about it. The alfoirift variously talked 
of, and several people are* blamed for it. One' thing 
certain is, that Verdes J wilt natlne much 1 displeased at 
:t. Lyons is tbe place of Ins exile, which will not be 
very disagreeable to him, provided it does not continue 

* Oi Account of the small- i*o* having bee® in hi* house. ^ 

f Tin* Ust marshal of that name. ^ * * 

* It was the marquis dc Vilhrm dwt tjmtslobed the rupture hetircci 

• a unless dc Seiwms and M. d'“ \ ardetu ' * 


y°* 
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too long. I am so will convinced of the concern 
have for the poor chevalier, that 1 •■hall n*vrv« for^ornr^ 
Othejr time "a thousand little trdhi, wlnrh *- •vhi 1,1 
<]ui|e ^ut of season at pi t- .sent. 

' Yoor injtxim is a divine one : M. <!«» la liochcfoiu anil 
iftjefdbbs, and cannot but think he made it Innui If. 
The w otift arc? very happily arranged; hot how comes 
it that you did not understand Ins f Al.is ! is there ativ 
livingwitliout folly, that i.* to sav, without whims ? and 
ifchOi that maoucomplctcly foolish, who thinks to show 
his #bdom by debarring himself of all amusement and 
divjbiofl? You will be of feftr opinion, if you relh rt. 

,* fitf^fcjMJf^.paid the laH duties to the poor cheva- 
, r lier : lihtiura haveditcharged ; lint they would 

haye^toued the if;4 Jwtd gone near the house* and so I 
my«e|| l tijfith going to weep with M. dT^ez, 
■WfW'h %ah0tfrto bouse . T am very uneasy to hear of 
your beiog ut Ap^ pn, account of the smallpox having 
foe$^ei«^:fhtety. Heavens, what a sad thing it is 
to toto^fO^WOll ! Ic^lt)vn eive even from hence, the 
trfnqutf, Md situation. your poor dear heart 

|^n&bes& wbefe you indulged yourself to 

(llnd prater of indol^pce : . but now you are got 
k Jgy Qiir tfftgo&ts again. There is nothing ridicu- 
i Swycilte s tMpa'Hsto; it would make me laugh. »- ‘ 
deed, if I was in ^pniour for laughing ; bufc that is 
Ihrt the toseat aUT times. Alas!, my dear child, it is 
now above a year I saw you: how deeply do I 
feel this long" hb&ncmFtod you, my dearest love! do 
you not feel it^a little now and tbpn? 


FUOH ICONS L F.l U DE COL !. \N«iES. 

t iAi.L not waste my &nc ahd yours, charming couni 
-in iil-iiimd compliments; but content myself with 
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adoring von, that no one can be more sincerely af- 
Ihi'l. *1/ ‘‘jthe (loath of our poor cheVal^r' than ShjMelf: 
i was so happy m Ins acquaintance while in 9 rifrlMte, 
anil promised mvsell so much satisfacliAfl^tii9ttl$ Aoll- 
fiiui.mcc of it here ami elsewheic, that his l^Ss TiaS af- 
fected me painfully. What a subject of nfj^fifcutinn is 
yere lbr young people, as well as for those in % more ad- 
vanced age ! I here i>, no trusting to either youth or 
health ; we are all alike mortal, but thfr day and botfr 
no man knoweth. 1 shall conclude with this comlhoii- 
placv piece of morality, a#<f at the same time ntijpiest 
you, my charming countess, to permit ffl6 It} efttbftce 
you with the most sincere aud tender reaped. 


FROM MADAME DB COULAHGRV, 

1 ' m greatly adlicted with the deathof the chevalier 
de Grignan; but not to add to the trouble you are al- 
ready in, by that of reading a miserable tetter, I shall 
content myself, dear madam, with desiring jjxrn to be 
assured, that no one call be more interested in ajty efent 
that is interesting to yourself ; and that I drove the 
greatest pleasure from the hope of seeing you this suin^ 
aui determined to go to Orignan, though I should 
be obliged to leave the marquis de Villeroi at Lyons; 
think of that. Adieu, dear madam : it is a delightful 
thing to live with raadamc de S£|$gne. 

LETTER CCXJ^IX. 

TO THE SAME. 

P#ri«, Friday, Frb. 11, 1C71. ^ ' 

I CAN\or but be in great pain for you, my dear child* 
when I think on the concern the death of the poor 
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chevalier must have given you : you saw him very l.iir- 
]y» BUpd that is .enough to make you love it 

fufiw|^d f yott with an opportunity of knowing the 
maliy ^$bi^4<fuulities Heaven had endowed him will). It 
is deitflhi# that no one could he be tter horn, nor pos- 
sess moriiujust and desirable sentiments: lie had, be- 
sides, a tery pleasing style of countenance, and wps 
extremely fond of you ; all this could not fail of ren- 
dering him infinitely dear to you and to every one that 
knew him. I can easily judge of your grief, by my 
owirf but shall endeavouf to amuse you a little with 
sort* particulars relating to your own affairs, and with 
what passes in our woNd. 1 have had a long conver- 
sation with M. le Camus, who is so much in our inter- 
0W£r that he give* »e his advice in several points: he 
is di%U6ted with any thing that looks like double-deal- 
ing; and, as hit own conduct is so much the revci sc, 
he the more easily enters into our views, which he 
knowl to be founded ih uprightness and sincerity : these 
should never be given up on any account ; they will 
alwaysbe in fashion. The world may be deceived for 
fe Whil#} but (tnaves will.be found out in the long-run, 
am persuaded. 

v The marquis de Villeroi is actually set out for 
as I told you. The king ordered marshal de Crequi to 
tell him to withdraw himself to some distance from the 
court; it is supposed jan account- of something he had 
said at the countess's ( dt Soissons ), In short, there are 
various conjectures.. The king asked ^Nion>ieur, who 
was just returned ffpm Paris, what was the favourite 
topic there ? ISlonsieur replied, " The. poor marquis.” 
“ And what about him r M said the king. u Tfiey say, 
J&at he is in clihgrace for having spokm in behalf of an 
linfortunate person." What unfortunate person 
Lid the kin,;. <# The chevalier de Lorraine," answered 



MAI) \M K lili S'*.\ l« V 


71 


MoiiMPiir. “ And do \ on still thiukof tl»i^ chevalier de 
L.orr sa.d tucking: “ llavo.vypu really a regard 

for him ? Should you In; obliged to any one who would re* 
store him to you ?”— < “ It would v ,J> replied Moftsiettr, if be 
the greatest pleasure I ever experienced in ray life.” 

" Well thou/' said his majesty, “ I will give you this 
pleasure ; a courier has been dispatched to him two days 
ago ; he will soon be here, and then I shall give him 
to you, and dcsiie that you would look upon youlsetf 
a; obliged to me for it the remainder of your life, and 
love and esteem him for my sc.ke : I will do still more* 
he shall he appointed field- marshal in the army I am 
to command/’ — Upon this. Monsieur flung himself at 
the king’s feet, and for a long time embraced his knees, 
and kissed his hand with inexpressible joy. His ma- 
jesty raised him up, and said, " This is the way for 
brothers to embrace and then ciubrftfc^d him in the 
most cordial and nflectionate manner. Every word of 
this is true, it comes from the best authority; so yob 
may make your own reflections, draw prosper infer- 
ences, and redouble your present worthy dispositions for 
the service of your royal master. They say, that Ma- 
dame * is certainly to go, and that several ladies pf 
• j njjtjr are to accompany her. Various sentiments pre- 
vail at Monsieur’s : some have faces of an ell long, 
others are as much contracted with smiling; the che- 
valier de He uv roll’s is, it seems, of an immeasurable 
length. Monsieur dc Nouailles is to be recalled too, 
and serve as lieutenant-general, with M. de Schomberg, 
in the army to be commanded by Monsieur. The king 
told the marcchal Villeroi, that it was necessary to 

* The prince** Henrietta, sister of Charles II. of England, to whom 
she h is then piing over on a secret n^gociition. See Voltaire's Age of 

I^’vis XIV. %oI. II. 
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make his son do a little penance; but that t lie punish- 
ments ol this life^pi not last lor ever. Yoi^.uj «t V' di • 
pend upon the truth of all this. There is nothing 1 hale 
so much W false reports, and am as fund of those that 
are true: if you should not happen to have the .same 
taste tor them, you are undone; for you ha\e them 
here out of number. 

La Marans went to madante de Longueville's the 
other day alone, and in a deep mourning veil ; she met 
with great slights from every one : Langlade lias sent 
you word how lie repaid her for the ridiculous speecln > 
she made him some time ago, and that he w ished you 
had been behind the door. Would to heaven \ou had ! 
Madame do Bussac was at madamc de Longue* illc's 
at the same time, and with all the appearance of the 
most excessive grief: but unluckily on the count de 
Guiyhe falling into conversation with her, she quite for- 
got her part, and was as much out as in the mad scene 
on the day of the princess's death *, where, just as she 
should have lost all knowledge, she quite forgot her 
cue, and took notice of every body that came in. 

Farewell* my lovely child. Do you not think our 
separation long? It aflects me in such a manner that 
it would be, more than I could bear, were it not fur 
the pleasure I take in loving you as I do, in spiteHTall 
the misery attending it. . 


The prince's de Conti. See the prec'T.-.'g Icwei 
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I.KTTiiU CLXXX. 

IO THU SAME. 

Pari 1 *, \\\ -lines Jay, I*tb. 1 J 9 1^7 2, 

Monsieur de Coulangcs and I have given ft dinner to 
ttfc president dc Boup ;an<f-M. and mudame dc Vala- 
voire, the bishop of Fftiz, and Adheraar, wiii* of the 
party : hut hear our misfortune. The president, alici 
having promised to he with us, came to excuse lumsc If, 
having urgent business at St. Germain. We thought 
we should have hanged ourselves; however, wc did as 
well as we could. Madame dc la V" ala voire brought 
Buzanval with her; but the president was the" chief! 
object of our desire. The dinner was' good, genteel, 
and magnificent. In short, it was an irreparable loss : 
Lc Bouc may return perhaps; but the dinner will hot. 
AJheinar was gieatly afflicted to hear of Iny-poor bro- 
ther's death on his arrival ; I received him wjiKan ach- 
mg heart: he slept at St. Germain, and promised to 
call upon me at his return, and have some talk about 
you. It is a conversation I long for. You say, that I. 
weep for what 1 can prevent: indeed, my dpx, I can- 
not help weeping sometimes ; but I would not have )ou 
- suppose, that I can set out when I please : I would glad- 
ly set out to-morrow ; but then your brother is in great 
want of me at present; and I have other business vvhic^i 
will detain me till Easter: therefore jjou see, my child, 
that one may have the Inclination, yet not the power, 
to set out, and continue to weep. v 

I saw* our cardinal de Rctz very lately : he caiUigt bw 
com fm ted for not finding yq^’-here. lie is going to 
write to you. He appear.* to fue really irexed to be at 

VOL. II. C 
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Paris without bating ami chatting with his dear niece: 
you make him wish the pope were dead. 

You will see the chevalier de Lorraine ’..fore we 
•hall. Mons. de Bou filers \ mad a me du Ples$is\ son- 
in-law, dropped down dead as he was going out of one 
room into another, without any farther ceremony : I 
saw his widow’ a little while ago, who, 1 believe, will 
be quickly comforted. Monsieur learn, a great wit, 
has died too, much in the same*manm r. 

I cannot help being uneasy at your being at Aix, 
while the air there is so full of the small-pox : let mo 
recommend to you to avoid at least all crowds and pub- 
lic places: it i» a most dreadful disorder. Yonr daughter 
has just such a complexion as madame do Villeroi had, 
a clear distinct red and white; fine blue eyes; black 
hair, an elegant turn of countenance, and a chin like 
wex»work; her lip grows less every day: she never 
cries, but is all gentleness and affection : she can speak 
five or six words already : in short, she is a lovely crea- 
ture, and I love her dearly. Adhemar tells me won- 
ders of yonr little boy. Madame da Gutaegaud pressed 
me very much to make you and the coadjutor her com- 
pliments of condolence on the death of the chevalier, 
00 hold her quit on that score. 

I have just learned that Adhemar has bad a glorious 
conversation with M. Colbert; he will tell yoo 'all 
about it. The other day as they were talking before 
the king about Languedoc, they spoke of Provence, 
which led to the mention of Mt de Grignan ; and a 
groat deal was said in his favour: monsieur deJanson 
joined in the general opinion, and afterwards took oc- 
casion to mention his natural iudolence of temper: 

• Fiends coant rf-TltnUlsri, Hfe brother to the Lite duke of that 
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upon which the marqms de Char&feggsn, atsd answer- 
ed m a high tone " Sir, M. de Grignan is far from be- 
ing mdolent when hi^ftuyeny’s service i* m question; 
and nooitecofcM have exerted b ml self more, or done 
better, than he did in the last asfctfhbl) ; this I know to 
be fact from good authority.*' These are the persons 
we may trust; they are sure to understand tfdpgs pro* 

• perly. Every body concurred in his opinion. I ihall 
mention the Adone to honest Ch^ptfein, he^prill be' 
proud to know you remember him. I always delta* . 
your compliments, and they are returned in the most 
affectionate manner. My aunf continues very ill. Your 
poor brother writes very frequently to mq» and 1 to 
him. This war almost drives ntc mad) when 1 think tf 
the danger he roust run at the opening of ttafampatgn. 

I low thickly strewed with woeppood is the path of 
life ! My dearest child, adieu ; I embrace yotf. 

raoM monsieur oft coulanops. 

I s \r nothing ; hot I think t(ie more. We^ball be at 
* lyons, about Easier: madavnedeCoulangesand I are go* 
n»g there to see the marriage of madfcpoiselle du Gu4 # ? 
who, without looking farther, has fhosen M, da Bag* 
poll, whom yoa know, and who is her firstwousim They 
hava^othing to reproach eagh other with in point of 
% irthj Mid ii to fortune, ^Mrh» » good five and 
twenty ibounand hvres a ynar, which is no bad t|p*g, 
i* it ? I hope wtfhaU be at Lyon* to do tb« -honour, 
of the plate to ypircpother, foen .ho panes through 
it in bar way to Florence. Adieus foir count.*# > I 
love you still with the seme unalterable auction. M. 
d’Adhemar told me, he had Jmdht M. de'-Grignaii'* 
picture with him } bat I Afall§ fe tpen it, 

• SfttitonHtaedeCoobnge.. 

*2 
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P»rb, In aj, I«l> 19, 1679 

I shale go on, Sun lay to St. Geimain with madanic dc 
Coulangts, to have a little couveisation with M.de 
Fbmponnr ; I thiul| U quite necessary : 1 shall give you 
an^exacl account ofSlthat peases, that M. de (tiignan 
may have rooie leason than ever to call roe his little 
minister. Adheuiar has already done wonders on his 
put; and M. d!i,'s4* noTese « Was in a word, I do 
' not think we ere In any danger if being aorprised, ea 
!^«M^«i4jiao4rel\ prep»red- But Wfat shall I say 
to y<&«fcout die ^H«^ng P'ctura M.de Gi.gnaa has 
sent to Jl.^ Ceujgjage*? It is very beautiful, and a 
great liken* ■>< ; L* Fevre is mere daubing, to it. 

I have made a vow never io leave Piovehce till 1 have 
one bke it, and another of you; there i* m »•“*£ 1 
wwnid^o w«mgiy »*y out./Bnt m m ^ dear <* ,ld ' 

take ca<e, end do not chahg^&^be Puor 

mri pBro de Gucrchi died late?f«|k «tffleq»>ene* of be- 
mg<*M> ° ul w«th jtfld : beanrtg, * C*wiot but reve- 
rente tiro hosbetjdv Who feet rid U ifta^es through 
excess of love and 1 , 

Ouitaut and 1 havd%» gytfM*** ***** a “° 8 * T 
cefMun. friend of oars. (dulanycvil leh r u»rkabli for 

haj Sfccaw *nd $**«#» he * n awe: 

l* dares no* inform vwfifof an <^b>t- Which is rc- 
jfort^d to heveVhtoipj^tn.fom, vOT is jWther more 
npr less th^hi^twilMrfMa»natei> an love with the 
j^hal’Ufttl^n^d«pjB#Iir. It is all d..rts and 
jBl ] „y a» he would murder; 

actions betrav H»> hl*» sensible how ridicu- 
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came to a resolution never to form a friendship uv m, 
such disguises, ii^clieu, my e$er jpmiftjMe* -I am going 
to sup at M. de la K^efoucanlt’s, which obliges im* 
»o make my lei ter so short. 


UTT1 :R f'LXXXIl. 

* 

To TlIF 8AMB. 

, Fwh t Wedn caday t Feb. 34* 16 ? fl. 

I k i’> * n your leftm ut om e \ I cannot hear 
of} our being; in such gmf ^iho^y|nding myjainref 
ueHtd t lper&iveihat £-*«!, V ,ou 

ta»MO mu A tnj im* U>.6^'«o» Watt cm«iV«| i^gnM 

to you agafauft-if^ hayofelt all you^MRi|^,«99 tho 
tWath of iho fKM^'^%^ier'Mca» n<ft the ' 

1 lodk Of oxpHi^^^f'ipi'i^Jiof 
1 pity you ibr^^p^sc|n‘^|ii toll eutiMgja, fftian id* 
Jit i<m to youcipi^Jil^d’Us^^ wiUijrf^rm voo.of what 
the king laid 

family ^M§gl§^ ^SlnVWKl. 

the ijueen t^flp^mmlctndnesK ; bat 
ettetti will aotfeigiNy the to u**. Vou 

haen.ingreat^-lJpi^^or aiyB^&^^gnanV * family* 
that Idare $ iHqmn are as death an 

1 dined 

■t Ajp'dfc Vataydli^^ .Uc *raW*MkM^ie bei||$o* 
pleiads world* .Tamlwhy thfl ^p y tih'* v qu ; v «hc 
% rat^MBihli^llhd g^^natunS^pRP^a delimited 
with her.* Tt^yS^'Uim. de^hm^^toppede, dc 
jGordes, dr Swliett, tWS|Sl^.dnPu3»tilfSl J ML d’LV z, and 
"H. amllnadame de Co4|ag|) your health was* drunk 
jftme of the moatfelcgant repasts I have ever witnessed : 
jfpfcere eager to begiq. M*cb was said of the band- 
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mil deception you gav c the duke d’Etriis, ho lias 
Mittui >n high terms of it to his childien. M id uni de 
Ik 'helnitdoc* nothing but stortti aguim you, since 
has heir 1 vmi i i t vwuten to lui toiiim without 
« imIimJ hei a In i i urn d advise \ on to unte to hu, 

and ei leatom 1 1 appe i«c lit r at any i it* 1 he « tunul 
stay you ll me you are like to make white you are, 
goes to my » rv hearts 1 mi in t mistress of such 
ftre i^th of reasoning as you, and the true! i tlerhoiis I 
make almost destiny me : 1 must stop s* H ?t In t« — 
Madame do Vtll.ir* send* her iomph m m * to y ou md 
M. de»Gf|gtinu, and to Utf coathutur V ( h >p< 1 mi 
was ii{ raptures at receiving the rtmunbiance you suit 
htm; he «ay^ that the Mom** is enchanting in some 
places, but inaupportably 1 ng« 'Jhe song in the piece 
is admirable! there- is also the fto*y <tf a nightingale, 
who stretches bis little throat ty drops the notes of \ 
man who plays the lute ; he epmes hod pi r< h< <* fust 
o?*r his head, where he atruns himself tt|l at h njih lie 
falls lifeless af fats feet# pud ts jwiriisd in the body of tne 
lute. This beautiful M \nd 

roadame de Coulan^H.^^ you a thousand kind re- 
membrances: they arc Qcddpted uqfr with the wedding: 
they set off at Easter will jbe at Lyons to receive 
me, and I »h*H tbetfi the compttraent at l/n- 

gnan. My abn^f^tpMmues \t ry ill ; sh< icturns * on 
thanks for all your ippld^psc^ ,* and the abbi is divo I 
10 

* An of *1ip cnrtliero Maiyu’». 

f Mmiuntc ds||Tiau»»c. 
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TO TM*' SAM K. 

s 

P!m , Pnf!a\ rvcniiu;, Fell/ 3$, 

1 ha^ l Ktcivtvl the Inur you sMat me tor M. de la 
Valettc ; whati-MT comes fr0&vyou is dear to me: *1 
will make him have i^iisso^Tor ®l» examiner, to de- 
cide whether he is i|ii:i: i tied for a master of tfye requests; 
I (an not believe it till 1 see it*’ , 

Poor Madame * conti nufcMti|lat the point of death ; 
her c abc is a vciy e\u^otKte!M. But dayiMt |now 
we are all in an igpniarfyiKinM tW courier is hrirtved 
from Spain, and brings vrprd, that the qoeln is not only 
determined to ab^a,|^ Ike Pyrenean treaty, 3>y which 
she is obliged her arms agayjst her aHTes ; 

but is likewise protect the Patch with all 

Ik r power; 4|lo^tbW k^ re is a.dreadtoWar upon the 
point of ior^hfE&^ectdld's play. 

We shaU'f^m^^cle%!! the Spa- 
niards ; the Swedes, the 

English, and on* hands too, I am 

almost d ** > SlSS-®?® 4 Oh that some 

angel 

leni spirits, aridHresibre t^eace og Bph ff cMi ! 

Our cardinal (dc Ret: m j is ^s ffijpry ill : 1 render him 
all the little services in my bp a grow re- 

ga(^|Br you, amfbelhvtj yoRf h ty e t he &oit ISniim. 

VdMadanie dc Cuarcelta 9 t ailh^fpiiiities maUer of 

• The dowager Madame; M-irgartt of Lorraine, wu! m:* n 
Gaston du^t^of Orleans. iiht died thfe ad Ajms* IoIioh. -l, date <'• 
*> V\ 

Our of the roost beautiful women of lie- IUNT: tier name was 
ItarU ^'Juuia de Lfjncuurt; her father wj* d •aehiiu dr Li«*".oe r«. 
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► great mirth to the wits. The prison-fee* are consider- 
ably raised since it is'hnotfn she is to go on the scllette s 
she is handsomer than ever; and eats, drinks, and is in 
as good spirits as the best of them : :JI she complains 
of is, that she lias not met with a sutglo lover in prison. 

I will inform you more fully uf the allair you wrote 
§ to me about the other' day ; for I do not think that ei- 
ther the count de Guichc or M de l.ongtlrville are suf- 
ficiently at the bottom of it ; however, I will write to 
you more at large. M. Bou filers has killed .» man since 
his death * : the circumstance w as 1 1 ii » : they were 
carrying him about a league fmin BonHlers to inter 
him ; the corpse was on a bier in a coach ; his own 
curate attended it: the coach overset, and the bier fall- 
ing upon the curate’s neck choaked him. Yesterday 
there was another person ov*jr$<t In returning in his 
coach from St. Germain, and d^tiftptoli the spot. 

Madame Scarron mips with *is afedost every t u ning, 
and is tbp most agreeable conip^won imagimtl h She 
takes greatTdeligltt in playingwhlfc^ girl ; and 

thinks her rather prattJt^thtO otherwise. The little 
creature yesterday calle&iheabbf Tttu her papa: he 
denied the rtlatioiWnp,^ reasons, and 

we be'ieted him. you, 1 told you 

so many thing&dvi Mkfesf/ that 1 tljMc f have nothing 
left to sav to you tijn^ns. I assure you that I should 
be at no 1ms for a llbj^gjtr vyere I to itfl you all my 
senthneuis ooncgrning ypli. ^ ■,/ 

lurquk «le Maiotlc^pmttr of fWotsde^lnl ffAtPitam-frinesl of 
the V‘tuy\ fordid • brj <1** C.rombercr, 

nf an i till riot I- ht>ww In GeMnj«^h)ie sdilie wij(* of t lwl« dt 
Chun, L:*, niarquh of Gbiirrlw. * ^ 

* 'fliis aecjjfgght birth to df U Foiu^ow's, tailed, IV 

Curate wdPt&tfc 
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I.11TTER CLXXXrV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Lhrri, Tufsdaj , M. nch 1, 1673. 

I a coin my letter to-day, my dear child, it being Shrove- 
Tuesday, and shall finish it to-morrow. If you arc at 
$t. Mark's, 1 am at our abM\, who has been a little 
indisposed for these two days : it is not enough to create 
alarm, but 1 had lather he were quite vie II. Madame de 
Coulanges, and mudameScarron, would fain have taken 
tnc with them to Vincennes ;* and M. de la Rochefou- 
cault wanted me to come to his house to hear Molierc 
read one of his plays ; but, in truth, 1 refused it all 
with a gn at deal of pleasure : and here am I at my 
duty, writing to you with a mixture of joy and grief : 
indeed n is a long titne since I wrote to you. So you 
are retired to SjL Mary's i resolved not to lose a particle 
of the grief you afa m for the death of the poor cliera- 
lier : you are for indulging ifctn its full extent, without 
having any thing to call you off. This application to 
sorrow, this endeavour to make the most of affliction, 
savours of one who it not so much concerned as am 
other would be to have occasion fer sorrow. I appeal 
to your own heart. 

I find you have gone through the riot of the Carnival 
without any accident: guard yourself from the infec- 
tion of the small- pOQt : 1 fear farm* more than you 
do for younafc M gj frp e t de jlm>Che is .here : it is 
Irue she can come to Paris* Jiir stay with me Vast 
Wrear was entirely set asidd by my grief at losing you. 
■pee then, my dear child, you have been every u here, 
Jg/you say, except to Paris. Your ffefigetiona upon 
iKgitare : bad they btqn made by Bourda- 
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loiie, all the world would have heard of them. Your 
* wonders do not tttakK^fO* peat a noise: The misery qf 
blis*>* is so charmingl^ idd that we cannot too much 
admire a pen that can express such things. You say 
all that can be said on the subjec t of Impe ; and 1 am 
so much of your opinion, that I know not whether I 
ought to go to Provence or not, so great is my appre- 
•hension of being obliged to leave it again. 1 already 
see how time will then gallop; I know its wav: bat 
notwithstanding tins tine retire t ion, my heart joins in 
the same conclusion with yours, and pants for nothing 
so earnestly the moment of my departure from hence. 
I even flatter myself with the hope that something or 
other may happen thnt t may bring you back with me; 
but there is no talking of tnese things ut such a distance; 
be awired, however, that fro ogtaideraiinn of house or 
goods shall weigh )Wy. thing jSqj& me : r have not a 
thought hut lor you, ttud iii w^gt nt:uiner t l am to 
pioceed to get somewhat nearer to you : this holds 
the firs* place in my mind; things follow at 

hazard. 

1 have given your letters to the Fauxbourgs : they 
are admirably well written, and M. deGrignan's reflec- 
tion is admired by them all. We have often thought 
tin: same flung, but you have given it % dress fit tu 
appear in public. I did not tell them your opinion of 
the maxim winch you think rftwtiiblet a song, though 1 
perfectly agree with, you. I will endeavour to learn 
whither any thiMfouf^was meant, than the praise of 
fancy or the polMU^if so, it ie repiwnvmt to* strict 
pi i >sophy ; if ne^^eequirrs adeare r h planation. 

1 supped yostemy evening at Gmirvilles: there were 
Kochi foucault,Ja Fayette, do Plessis, and Touiwai^ ill 


• L e truJhcui 6a tosbsur* 
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waiting the arrival of the-gyuai P^wnpoune ; but the acr 
▼ice of that master who to you both r 

prevented him from joininglilff bcst friends : he -has i 
groat deal of business upon hiu "hands, fo» account of the 
number of dispatches they are sending to ail parts, and 
the great preparations that are making to begin the 
war. 

The archbishop of Thoulou$e * has been created si 
cardinal sit liome : the news came ;im as M. de La on f 
was in expectation <>i this diirinty liiinvclf, which is a 
great grief to his fri« nds. They contend, thatM.de 
Laon lias s.icnfmd Ins own interests to the service of 
the king, and that, lather than hctra\ those of his coun- 
try, ii«* has slighted cardinal Altifri, who m nturn has 
strived him this trick: they are m hopes he may yet 
have Ins tank ; but it jtiay be a long tone first, and it 
is always di'ugretfgMyp be in expectation. 

' Li nse^ide said, '^Ijrtlnnk jjSeasarnK enough, that 
the i i i \ dirr do Itfita'mo's return would be a subject of 
jo\ to his friciuls*:*m of sorrow to Ins creatines; for 
not one I them remained faithful to him during bis 
disgrace. 

.1 k*»om t from good authority, that it depends wholly 
on esio have a peace. I he (pieen of Spain’s answer 
w*i> i»«t SD positive as was reported : she onl\ ct Hand, 
that 'h* would abide by to treat) of p«ac«, winch ad- 


mits of her assisting fur a In s whenever they stand in 
need ol her assistance* It isAo same with regard to 
|*he PoituLMiesc : they have pM^H^iot to asri*t the 
Bute*, hut vyll not g»v«- it ti»i timid : this is 

the whole atlftii : if ne insist signing all is 


* IVtt'r Kn.iu af ci»«mls grehtmhop of Nathomx. 
r f C/iMT bishop of Iami : he was il^areti caniiu. ! x <u« 



Lc had LK.cn cardinal tti } t.!u troin the August t»f 
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we do bot, ivy *hatljpon have peace, protided 
omiards donot^eelftT* again*! us. Time will 
cit*u up all this. FaiN^HI, thy dearest and best be* 
loved child; lam afrhid vour gieut love of solitude 
will injure your spirits and your eye*, by fixing them 
too much on the ground, in your deep reveries. 

LKTTUi riAXXY. 

WRITTEN IIV MUMMK l.\ P\l. MINT., 

< »n n«»rF.. 

What can possess yon, declared < iicinies of the great- 
est blessing of life, and m the um-i utimd p’easimsof 
the heart c What di inon can have instigated v* n to 
employ your subtle munis in the si rvite <1 a l>.»d ru me? 
Haxe \ (»u so strong u haired to hope, ;i« to iinoiince 
the le »pe «d* pr n-e, and of public esteem 3 t )f wh U set t, 
nfwh.il religinn can you 1 m*, th.it von thus 

ho dly ag.mist the opinion of too wise, and the l.tw of 
l.o I - How ran hope, lovely hope, li.ive injund you, 
tli.it you would b.misdi it Iron society, an«i me inler- 
touiM of the good? What has it in common with the 
unrulv p ivsions, and ndu uious desires of the 'M'»nary ? 
Why Mioii d you confound lawful preti nitons w ih < hi- 
mi rival wishes ? Muy we not wish vvilh .* ti*»n«j'; I mind, 
what we dedre with reason 3 (Vhat lniierne-s of spirit 
makes \ mi favour a cause so «wwiy allitd to ch.spair? 
Tan t Ins ahoniiu4Mc monster, th£ jjjtHftnn of the cowardly, 
and die damned, MH jmfr ynur minds sutlVpt* ntly to ren- 
der \»m me aflvq«Ppbf so dreadful auVpinion? Aire 
you nor mv.nr thwmbo tuba t u i g the ri<:< s, you quarrel 
with toe wftH?h hope is the m^t nofi|e and 

the mo ^useful 3 Whatc.ui ie «lone witlm it hupw (s 
there anyocuon ut life into which it does not tutor £ 
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Even in condemning it, Jwe not you y oar selves the , 
hope that you shall convince ns of the truth oi your 
doctime, and gain our admiration, by the beac*.v of 
your letters, and the novel! v of your reasoning > If you 
do not succeed, the fault is in the cause you maintain, 
and not in your hope, Hope is in itself all lovely and 
good ; it ennobles the heart of the virtuou>, sire ngthens 
that of the w i <ik, and injures none but lot U, who only 
make use of it to decene themseUes and to serve the 
vanity ol tin it designs Hope is, in short, the greatest 
blessiug ol the miserable. What can it have done to 
you, that you thus abuse it * or r ether, what has the 
whole human race done to you, th it you would depme 
us of a blessing uIimIi neither tyranny nor nnsfortune 
has been able to wit si trom the unhappy * Hope has 
always p ived the way to gloiv ; and thue is scarcely 
a him, and wc iso boa^l of many t ven in the pit^ent 
day, who has sten his victories exceed the boundaty ot 
his hopes. It is allowable to measure our hope by our 
courage ; it is noble to pit sene it through every diffi- 
culty j but if is equally noble to bear its entire destruc- 
tion, with the same fortitude with which it was con- 
ceived. Sufic r in then to hope, since it is a blessing of 
which you cannot depnve us. instruct us, if you will, 
to regulate our wishes ; teach us to select our desires ; 
but permit ua to console ourselves in our disappoint- 
ment with the satiftf»clion that our hopes were well 
founded. The Iditytf ji long-expected good is but the 
grief of a day ; whereas the hope of possessing it, has 
been the coupfort of many year% and the charm of a 
thousand delightful hours. NgtlNter then revile this 
divine and cherished passiup* poor • or not, its 

merits the same; ami whatever you fl|ay say, meagre 
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, ^better than robust despair. The outrage that 
* * d to it yesterday in the presence of the roost 

illustrious of iti leau pai titans (muigrettnj in France, 
has no i 'tijmed its farm* ; and despair, fjyit and plump 
as it is'icpiesented to us, has made no impreteton upon 
my iitMft. I Know not whether Judas was fat or lean* 
r ^h< ^mpttm^ diat teiord his despair do not mention 
his co t nlency. Be his as it may, it is certain that he 
handed him* if for want of hope. His example is not 
a good one; and in spite of all your arguments, 1 shall 
continue to hope dm mg my whole life, and will never 
hang myself. * 


Lfct n:u clxwvl 

PIMM M \D AME Dt CtIC.M 10 M\b\Ml l»> GUI'.WN. 

I'iIW, 'I u*s a\, M.er!» 4, U 72* 

You say then, my clear cluM, ti.at you cannot p ^sibly 
keep hatred alive so lou^. Ytju are light : it ts much 
the sanu with me ; but then guess v hat I d » instead of 
it: why 1 lost a<* ardently, and f »r as long .etmii, a cer- 
tain |iemott that you km w Yon -tVm to i* hand n your- 
self to a negligence that gives die gii it concern. You 
seldom want an e\rrse foi it. It is so r.uc h your natu- 
ral inclination; bur, you knot I «» *v.i\s found fault 
with you for it, and that I JoMiStHLOm might make 
an c xcellent peis nage of niadame derVi mmiv and you : 
both of you run into extieiiies; Certain y yours majf 
better be borne with than hti'*, but it is anil ar extreme. 
I wonder sometimes at the m my nothings that drop frtfttl 
iny pen : I ne\c< curb it ; hut am extremely happy that 
such trifles amns** ; via. Tney would be very di Agree- 
able to many pc jpk ; but I beg you will nut regret^ho 
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want of theoMehen you haw m< with you, or I shaiy 
grow jealous of iny own letters. 

The dinner that M. de Valivnirr gi'c. entirely 
eclipsed ours* not for the < ( uainitv, hut t vm n i rmty 
of the dishes My dear « hi Ul, how \ ou lo« k 1 Madame 
da la Fayette will Icold you w it h« ut nnn\ 1 <*i foil's 
take dress your head to-morrow . cxceww neghgeny 
tchpses beauty, and you carry your sadness beyond all 
bounds, I haw made your r©n»|»b meins : 'hose that 
are list you in return stupas the number of the Mai*. 
A propot of^itar*. 'LaGoumlh w is the other day at 
mad. do frit LotipV* who has just lost her eld pipe La 
Goumlle, among other thing*, a »* talking nt fur sun *, 
that her star did this, uid her Mar did that : at lei gth 
Se»:riia, who was thtrr, rousing In m«t If as if In had 
been aster p, said to hei, u Do you think then, ui »dam, 
that you have a Mur to yourself > I hear people m-ry 
where miking about their stats. \\ by, there are but 
a thousand and iswntv-two in all ; and do you supposi 
out of so Hmitl a number ewry one can 1 aw a star to 
hinmdP” fie said this with so much humour, and yet 
with so grate a face, that it put an <nd to their sorrow 
in nn instant Yom inters wen given to mad. di Vau- 
denmnt hv d’ll.n «juevdle. To tell you ti.i truth, I we 
hitn \ery seldom new 1 Great fi-h swallow up the little 
unit, you know ?»rUill, mj ibarest low 1 an» 
getting Haji»/* *, «pd fS Fontaine's fables, to send you for 
your anouseme^ M. de la Rot hifoucault given his 
"fnaxim the onl.mited sen** which y«*ur philosophy c*»n- 
j ff Mfc* Hptfteius would not have been of his opinion 


• It It ^eastern Mi Fmn far pet »> of quifttv to £ \r th* ir .cr v ni 
ani upSliiw Of thru choooh^ *» la fVur (lloocrh J^ir n 
(jew *mO* , & The tobmmmmai l*t aiftd <k Cn unlii 

cf&rdEe »lc ttrj* 
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Fan*, W itlrwkluy trotting, M*trrb 9, l<»78* 

I alk to ui oo mute 01 my letti i I beseech you, my 
V'luW. 1 liave just received one tram you that < srrie* 
every thing buftr* it; it is lovely, brUU»Qt r t ill of 
idea*, and full of alfocti n the otyti is mi just and con- 
cise, that ft camiot tail < pleasing to the highest degree 
oven without loving y uu a* 1 do, t shahid toll yon bow 
much youi letters delight me often?? than I do, wore it 
not for the fear of being tire«ome $ btft whether I tell 
yo i so or not, be assured 1 am always delighted with 
them MaiLdc CouUnges is equally so with some pas- 
sages 1 showed her, and which it was impossible to keep 
to myself : there is a v$in of good humour and spnght- 
Imess that runs through the w hole, and gives it a fine 
effect. 

Yon were for a Jong: time quite buried in nselanr holy . 
I was very uneasy gt it , but I find the game of the 
goose has rimed you as it didr$c Greeks. By the 
by, I wish you had never pfawl at any other game : 
a continual run of fiPJucfc Jolrery provoking ind dis» 
agreeable: th ie is no taarfiLtot tin constant Nit 
ot fortune : the superiority of cr us, thpugM 11 

trivial concerns, nev** fall* |o ftymllit our vanity f and 
give ui vexation ; as Nicole admit* WyVbsisrvt*. *1 am 
very angry with fortune, and vm more 'Utah em cqit- 
vine <1 ot her blindness, by the rnannm ill which* life 

h »% t t tied you. 

You want to know ike' fya^jyf^f thk l#H* of 
" hu.»i I spoke to \ ou th, li> |> ruling br 

' if-t on all occasion* to dkf ml to afftrtt an air of 
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great indifference, winch ii .» Mire nnr' <»f th» con»r i \ j 
the opinion 'Ilf those who can |,\ h n t « » c i» 1 * 
the public Mice: an entire mi i i< n < i 1 1 mot" >n m 
the globular machine ; a nt*gK<t«>t <i mii\ i<m, m ms 

to attend to a single one: tin ml i old 
people, who are 10 foolish as to b» > » 1 ' •• v »i 

nonsense! they must be* i^tois! loots i v nd «rith a 
young woman ton! Very pretty indeed ! it would be* 
codh me mighty well i 1 had rather break both my 
arms and legs. 1 ' And (hen w c make answer internally : 
f< Indeed what you say is \i i \ t*ue; but, for all that, 
you are in lore : you tell us u|) these fin things your 
reflections are doubt)*** ▼try just, very true, vi ry tor- 
menting ; but fpr all thajjjj ynS am m lore ; reason is 
on \ our side, hut lo^c ^stronger thin reason , at the 
same time you arc sick, you weep, you are put c f hu- 
mour, and yon *re in love .* 9 If you should drive M. 
de Vence * to this pass, I desire, my dear, you will 
make me your confidante. In the mean while, you can- 
not have a more agreeable acqtuuntikmce. He is a pre- 
late of distinguished undercutting and merit; and one 
of the greatest geniuses of bis age. You have rrdmhred 
his verses ; enjoy Mb props: be excels equally in both, 
and deserves to be ranku in tbe number of your friends. 
You vtFry pleasantly qfSfe the example of the lady, 
who took pit i in turning the hiads of all the monks 
that came in !»«*r \\i be • mut h more 

gltflmis thing &<**>? M. de Vence, who 

bie&non foiw Mtndas> cbmoi, and excellence 
of bit. In hjd* you in iv saj you have found a real 
tjttMn in Proeence : make the moat ot this, and trust 
to fagnuio for tbe real. 

ItfiW you, faydear child* |o send me your picture , 
Auii'ooj of Vrnce tud Grave. 
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vil> , V,xs Vl xv\\, have u painted, but keep the 

rtji : for me till I come to you ; f' ,r 1 

, . .-aorry to leave it h&ti » take my ad- 

•v. -/the nu-an wh t !e, accept of* present from 
me that* surpasses all presents past* p«**»*> «“ lo 
come: th. is not sayii.g too much} for il w a pearl 
•necklace worth twelve thousand crowns : a largo sum, 
ydb will tay j bu^ot more* ibwi 1 «*» r vrtHiug to be- 
•low un you. In *h€U*,Vx«nin* »* “ b * 

•er»* how beautifully it » set. , ami then tell me.wwt 
you tbinkof it* It'ia the finest fever »iw» and ha» 
been greatly edmirm here j 1 had it ftooa thu Venetian 
ambassador, oor latenefgbbopr, fyMJmA, } 
sent vow a book by;Uw Jef^f *W.«^ Sdv»g«* *- 
I ,l„'»ot imagine it i» a W nW givo htm 

the trouble of .-enditig y«rfca Fontwna’s babies, which 

are but you will judge ior yourself. 

You are a dear creature, not to be with child ; but 
vou seem to have though* that way, *hich make me 
tremble. Your bea#i»*ctay “U to many danger. ; 
becau « it is uselern toy#*, Vou wy ><»“ »*“■* 11 «* “ 
«.il4 o be with child as 1S«t. it ia,an amuae.nrnt. A 
fine reason indeed I but/ .forffcav^ sake, mycbiW, 
consider that it is utterly desu*#g y«»r health, and 


your life. »\ . 

We do ail in oir powM.^mlseoor good cardinal » 
Corneille has road hifti a^pOB ulVta, wh'cl. u soon to 
be brought out. It puu me very mind of the 

1'LMulie* of the aucientt, Moliure ifvtAwd him b» 


\ fi» Pvift Itoftt feChaiiipt* 
..f h. t r« it» wmbw of Ae it 

• j. and died lher« the Utjh vf JUftthi 1^| MN 

• Pri Rural dp* Cbioi)ii| p* U7* 


K* .t- : 'Mfijnf : 1»* had 

1,. , oiV.Ml t!.* bli»T | - 
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. Tristotin ”, which is extremely diverting: and De'pn 
aux "illjj’ve him bit I.utrin ami An <>f Poetiv +: 
ia all we can do for him. He love* you ami «*»• ly, ?•»« 
often talks of' you to me, and ne seldom find run-vl* ,-s 
so rosily t6 finish your praises, as we are to begin thun. 
But, alas! when we reflect Detour dear chid In* been 
so cruelly torn from U*,notf»tng is capable i f comfort- 
ing us: as for me,.. I should be very sorry to be com- 
forted : I neither pride myself on courage nor philoso- 
phy ; hut simply follow where my heart leads the way. 
It was said the other day, and I beliere I told ytj$jl that 
, the truesigo of agood heart was its capacity for loving : 
if thls rule isjust. I am beCome a person of great con- 
sequence, and should M not a lijtte vain, had I not a 
thousand T&sons fomile tue hurahiii* ' 
Adhemar, 1 believe, loved me well enough; but he 
bears too gaant a hatred %o the bishop, and so do you 
as well. This is owing vtothe life you lead. Were 
yen here, you would dot hue time t6 do it. M. de 
lids has shown tne a memutal u yeor^'iehieh be has 
corrected and altered, and #j|b which he wtHwork mi- 
racles. Trust wholly to him) you hate noth ingle do 
but to send him whatever you think proper, without 
being in the least apprehensive the! he Will suffer any 
thing to go out of JmdmndedP he has made it perfect. 
In every thing that Cymes^tyjhi yoe^there is a little air 
of impetuosity, titans thd%ee mark of tlie workman, 
likefUsstui's pugg, -• V 'k* 

Acre is a piece of news for you: attend to me. 


* A tlmicteriii the tuiurJi of the Lc*nir<i Lerfir?, (Vs 


Sm w 

' 'Thai# two (foot* h ad mu then ktu.m.i 


,! f ugree uf 
log in til his piciurr* 
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3 no kirn? lias given the messieurs de CliarAt to uftder- 
'SWi^riiat he will make them duke* nnd pi ers of France; 
■rTil is N to say, they are immediately to have the h»- 
ol’the Louvre, wnh*iu assurance of the first scats 
m parliament that are disposed c i* The eoVi is made 
! it uifii.Mit-Li iicral uf Picardy, a place which has long 
been \ aca.it, with a pension of twenty thousand francs, 

.1 in ft ivo hundred thousand francs mure which he is to 
icccivt* of M. Duias, for the place of captain of the 
^ardcs de corps, which he and his father arc to resign in 
Ins favour. Think «>f this, and tell me, if Doras duett not 
very fortunate to* you. This place, for the con- 
fidence it implies, nnd the honour of being constantly 
diout the king's person, is incstifpnbltv While it is his 
turn to be in w.iiting, ho will follow the king to the 
i-ny, and have the whole command of the household. 
We hear of nothing but war, and you tnay judge how 

* hiagreeable the subject is to me. There are some 
people here almanack -makers, who pretend to know 
(lerlectly how matters will go; but 1 fancy they will 
’•nd themselves deceived this campaign. All I hope is, 

* •• the cavalry will not he exposed in any of the 
'.cge* in Holland: however, we impHive to see the 

* laud ditpeiscd, I have seen the/niarquis de Vencc, 
*id lie looked so young, that 1 askal him how his mam* 

i a did. Cnuldfirrpg set me right ; nnd cardinal de ftetz 

* hanged the conversation by talking of you. 1 am al- 
'■ »ys within^ fur Adhemar to repeat to Yfte again how 

* • * h you Ion* me. You a*-»»rc me yoursejif, that it is 

win* i decree of tenlern answerable to brine. If I 
‘Mil not contented with tiiat, surely I am very haid to 
Im* j k ao !. * 

1 n.r. ,iist receive ! )<»ur letter of Asb ? ^o4)Msday : 
i:idc-t-d v m\ child, yju quite eoibamsi me with your, 
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■ commendation and thanks. This is on ! v putting me* in, 
mind of what I would do lor you, and makes me yfel# 
that it is .so littli in my power to satisfy my in ejirffftioift 
Would I could so load you unh benefits, as to obbg^ 
you to brrAmc on^rai«Tid ; for, as we have ofn-n said, 
that is the only ibing that is loll win n one has been «*<» 
much ohliged a-* to !»«- w» longer able to make a ri :uin > 
but, alas' I am not hippy enough to reduce voi* to 
such a strait. Your thanks are more than sufficient to 
repay all I can do. How am:.dde you are, and how 
pleasantly you express vourselt upon the subject! Hut 
now about this breland*, what a tolly is it to lose 
so much money at such a rascally game ! It has been 
banisticd from us for a downright cut-throat. We do 
things in a more serious manner. ' You [day agamst all 
chance: you lose for ever; take my advice, and do 
not continue it: consider it is throwing money away 
without having any amusement for it ; on the < ontrary, 
ydu have paid 5 or 0000 francs to be the mere dupe of 
fortune. Put 1 am rather too warm, my dear, and must 


aay withTartufle, * #, tis th tough excess of zeal.” And 
now I mention plays, here is Bajazet for you : if i could 
send you C'lumipattW’e at the same time, you would find 
more beauties in it/Vor without this actress the piece 
loses half its merit.*-! am mad after Corneille : he is 
going to give us Pul^heria, where we shall trace 


La main qui ctajtxma 

Labors du grand Pomp£* ct fame dc ( u.t* f . 

In short, t&ty thing must bow to his superior genius. 
Here is Fontaine’s fable too on the adventure of M. de 
Boufflert’s curate, who was killed in the coach bv his 


a A gaac ef cards. 

f IV am great hand, that «i«h wh matchfcw an 
Dtt* FVm pry's death, and painted Ciaa'i bon. 
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<!i rirf* patron*. I h« u* \n h so uci'hii!? vti\ cxtraordt* 
*■ »«v m i»u* .«!» ur iinjif : the labh- »■ pretty ; but not 
iff *V,- compared with the oiu 1 that ft*H***< ii . I «I # not 
\u.nh ; ml the Milk- pot 

i « 1 ‘ijULiitly li**ar from my |»* t buy. This w .u \ «\\« * 
me e\’n m« ly : nt the Ant p. t» «\ t»n his account, »ml 
i. • :i <m .irc.mnt c»r some i.iluis, t iiat I have a trrc.u 
m, uj lor. M i.l.iim*de Vaudunont h al Antwerp, .uni 
‘•mis to hat *• no iU -ign of returning; her husband is 


against us. Madame dt: ('uurccllesj will l>c on the toi- 
lette s<»on: I do not know whether sin* will touch the 
adamantine Ik art of mom. d'Avaux § in that situation, 
hot hitherto he lias been ns severe to her m prison, as 
h< \v;in in his reply. My dear child, I know no hounds 
to my wi ling, and yet 1 must put an end to it at last: 
win ii 1 write to other people, 1 care not 1»«/W soon I 
haw.- done; but 1 love nothing so well as to write to 
you. 1 have a thousand good wishes for you from M. 
Hoc he fmi cau It, our cardinal, Bauilon, and especially 
from madauic Scarron, who knows perfectly welt how 
to please me by praising you. She admires you un- 
bt judedly* As for M. Coulanges and his wife, the 
abbe, my aunt, my cousin, La Mjuisse, there is but 
one cry amongst them, and that jf M to remember them 
to you ; but I am not at all in a humour to make bla- 
me* ; there are many even now* that 1 have forgotten : 
but this is enough to last for a long time. 1 continue 
still \ery fond of my dear little girl, notwithstanding her 
brother is such a beauty. v 

• S« F.< It- XI. of Bwk VII. p. 74 . Fuk cditki at 1746 . 

f Another fai.li* of Lj Fontaiur’* (Lt ptt m Uutjp thr moral of 
which is tlie came with thr foregoing, her Kali. X of Hook VII., the 


Minr rdr.ifui. 

Z ilu- Letter of J6 h February, 1 67 1 - 

S The |>retMkm <W Mtoct, father of tbs chief prendeoi of that 
name* 
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LETTER CLXXXVI1L* 

Id I IIE SAME, 

TVJ*, Friday, March 1 1 , lf-T*. 

I have undertaken lo-ib.v to write you ihe shot test let- 
ter that ever was written: tve ahidLsee. The reason <T 
my Weclm sday’s lettm^being so immoch ratdy long is 
this, that I rereive one of yours 6h Mondays; I imme- 
diately git down to answer it ! I begin it;' anti lay it by 
again. Tuesday, if any busihe^ or iit wi presents it- 
self, 1 resume my letter, to '‘tffepd \nu jut account of 
what pusses. Wednesday, 1 receive gnoihtt U tier from 
you, 1 have that to answer, and tbcifto conclude. All 
this, you sec, must necessarily make a little a jlutne. 
Sometimes too a singular tiling happens, and that 
is, that, forgetting what 1 have told you in the begin- 
ning ‘of my letter, 1 write tbe same thing a^ain nt the 
for I never read my letter over till I have quite 
fcfrbfd It; and when 1 find the atupidvrpetitions I have 
made* I make such facer at my.wdf as would frghten 
yottj bat that h alV/or it trthen too bite to think of 
titering it, and so F feflit go a? ft is, ami make up ;ny 
packet. 1 * tdf I you this, omr for all, that ym may 
know how to excuse thife in^tatj^*«f dotage, win n you 
meet with it again. MadomoVtieWc de Mcri h - sent 
you some of tbe prettiest shoes m tlir worU; 1 observ- 
ed one pair, among the rc^t, so very small, that Miey 
seem tit for n omisgiMit to kit- p cue’s bed in. i)o you 
remember Itoftr yon laughed at this :Hsm me evening r 
\ And now, 0y de$t child, I dr- :re y>u will • ct be at 
the pains Of thanking me for ^.1 my ^ood ion a, 

-smr- for every little uifltfc I send you; but reflect upon 
the princ^pld that actuates me ; pasiijn?te lcvt and ten- 
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ih.ncss is not repaid with thanks: consult your heart, 
.uni it will tf.it It you other wavs of l win;.- "rateful. 1 
Infer mpii the chevalier and thc-nbhr Nalhelle: 1 am 
become a ProveneaV; 1 opt it! v avow ii ; and all the 
i»7\ tons au* jealous, l'an: well, in\ hue? I la my you 
kiiow/*h«iw uiily 1 am youis, without, my telling you 
■»« ;. ami lor that reason l h.m resolved not to write a 
ljuig Ifttt r this time; though, if 1 km *.v any thing that 
would diu'it v mi, I. should ce t naifriy tide! it; for 1 should 
take no ph asure in adhc ring too stiictlv to this foolish 

Ifsohlt K*|J. 


i.r.TTEi? rr.wxix. 

TO Tilt *\MR. 

* Nt * .'u«‘ M.mki ’ u, 1 0 / : . 

V)i> talk to me of my departin'*: alan* my dear, 1 
languish in the pleasing hope of i» ; nothing 1 in w .slops 
me, hut my poor aunt fi , who is dying with violent pain 
and dropsy : it breaks mv heart to see* li^r sufleringB, 
an l to hear the tender and affecting manner in which 
she t:uks to tin*: her courage, patience, and resignation, 
arc all luge the r adinirabJe. Mori. d'/facijMerille and I 
oJj.'i 1 vi* her d is temper .^froin day to dayf he sees my 
inmost heart, aqd kuoiUMvhat grief if is to me not to he 
at liberty at present : 1 am entin Iv uuided by him, and 
we shall see between this and Ivas’rr, whether her dis- 
order mercies as much as it has done since l came hi- 
tilery, if it duos, she will die in our’artn*: but if she 
receives any relit £ and Ls likely to languish huuany 
length of tunc, 1 ihall then **<*1 out a» b<Hl|k>as M.*dr. 
Couhnv/es cumcs hack. Our poor abbe is arvexed at 

* Henrietta <!e Ovular gee, ;*ai.hk>ue^ dc liTaui^ 

voi 
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tlii* as my so It ; but we shall he able to ,udgc how it 
will turn out by next month. I can think of nothin^ 
else: you cannot wish to sec me so much as I do to 
embrace you ; so put some hounds to your ambition, 
and do not liopc ever to equal me in that respect. 

My son tells me, they had a wretched life i»X »er- 
many, and are working all in the dark. He was greutly 
concerned at the death of the poor chevalier. You a«4* 
me if 1 mn as fond ot life as ever: I must own to you, 
that I experience mortifications, and severe oiks too; 
but I am still unhappy at the thoughts of death : 1 con- 
sider it so great a misfortune to sec the termination of 
all my pursuits, that I should desire nothing better, if 
it were practicable, than to begin life again. I find my- 
self engaged in a scene of confusion and trouble: 1 was 
embarked in life without my own consent, andknow i must 
leave it again : that distracts me ; for how shall I leave it r 
in what manner ? by w tat door? at what trim ? in w hat 
disposition? Am I to snfltr a thousand pains and tor- 
ments that will make me die itr a state of de-pair? 
Shall I lose ray senses ? Ani I to die* by some sudden 
accicknt? How shall I stand with fiudf What shall 
I tav* to offer to him } " Will fear "and necessity make 
my peace with him ? S Stall I have no other sentiment, 
but that of fear? What bave I to hope^ Ain I wor- 
thy of heaven ? or have I ciyievMbyt r men t » of hell ? 
Dreadful alternative! Alarming uncertainty ! Can there 
be greater madness than to place our eternal salvation 
m uncertainty ? Yet what is more natural, or can be 
more easily accounted for, than the foolish manner in 

f Hiich l have spent my life r 1 nm frequently buried 
Mmugliiaof this nature, and then death appears so 
-,j«..eidful to inc, that 1 hate life more IVr leading me to 
|VL than 1 do for all the thorns that are strewed in its 
jjrttay. am will a«k me then, if I would wish to live 
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fur ever r l'ar from it ; hut if 1 had been consulted, I 
would vri v gladly have died iti my nurse's arms; ft 
Mould have spared me many venations, and would bare 
insured heaven to me at a very easy rale: but let us 
*Tilk of something else. • 

(juite provoked that you have received Ikijazet 
Im^ui anv hand hut mine: that fellow Barbin* has 
me this trick, out of '•pile, because I do not • 
write l’t i 11 c esM*s of Cleves and Montpensier +, You 
furfti a very just and true judgement of lta|azet, and 
you will find that 1 arn of your opinion : I wish 1 could 
send you Chunipm&lec to enliven it a little. The cha- 
racter of Bajazcl wants life, and the manners of the 
Turks are ill preserved : their marriages have less ce- * 
remouy ; the plot is badly managed; and we are at a 
!o.v» to account for so much slaughter: the pfogc has 
doubtless its beauties; but there is nothing superlative; 
nothing perfect ; none of fine strokes, that, like 

Corneille’** fash* oag tremMe* Let us be cautious bow 
wc compare Enema, with him; the difference between 
them is great; the piece* of the latter ore in many 
place* cold and fecbfoj unrAWtl he ever be able to sur- 
pass hi* Alexander *Hd Andromache. Many persons 
consider Ifogazefc aak^riorlo both these, and it is my 
opinion tlso, if I teifrbe^ail towed to give it. K a cine's 
plays pm^ and not for posteri- 

ty! ; wh enev«r^|^wws old and ceases to be in love, 
it will ^be oaerii whether 1 arn tui«takcit or not. Long 
live then our old friend Corneille ; let tt* forgive the bad 

+ A firiM'U* bojkvelicrOf that itninr. 

t T«o mniMic i written by luatLuuc dt* U Fsjrf (e, fcy which BtfUn 

.■» iltal »,| ii.oi.*-. . 

* IV rvi nt 1 iik pr 1 !>v Miihr»iL':i*«, l^liardm, and Aduliah, tint m 
l.,j.J.vne «i»* s.'\ jttd c " :ut!*t partook Clf ll»e prrjll'hit cl* tin times 

. a in* *>»!.' 



100 


1 L I I 1 K' or 


lines we occasionally meet with for the *>akc of tln»>r 
divine- sallies that so often transport u*, those masterly 
strokes that bid defiance to imitation. 1)c»preaux has 
said as much before me; and it is in general the opi- 
nion of every cne of good taste*; let us therefore main- 
tain it. \ 

1 send you a witticism of mndaiue tie Cornuc’A, wh^li 
has highly diverted the crowd. Young .M. Tonihon- 
neau has cpuMed the long robe, and taken to thejackit 
and trowsers: in short, he is resolved to go to sea; 1 
do not know in what way the laud has oliended him: 
however, somebody told niadame do Cornuel that he 
Was gmng to sea. u Lord bless the man ! H said she, 
“ has lie been bitten by a mad dogr" A> this was 
said offhand, it raised a great laugh. 

TW adame de Co ur cedes is great • y cut barrassed . All 
her petitions have *been rejected ; hut she says she is 
still in hopes that she shall have some favour shown her, 
as men are to be her judges. Our coadjutor, for in- 
stance, would do nothing for her; you tell me he is at 
present occupied like St. Ambrose. I think you may 
be very well satisfied thatyour girt was made after his 
image Hind tikemu, withoot>avmg your son like him 
too; but with all ,doe 'dfcfigedce *>lbe beauty of the 
coadjutor, where did the Utile feHhw gft iik handsome 
mouth, and all it»c rest of I find, after 

all, he is like his sister ; this rc as o ibKH oc puzzle* me a 
gobd deal. 1 love you dearly* my*ebi|d, 4a«ot being 
pregnant; content yourself then with being uselessly 
handsorntf ior the pleasure of not*i»eij>g continually dy- 
ing. I cannot pity you for having no butter in Pro- 
vence, because you ha\e admirable nil and excellent 
fish- Ah ! my deal, 1 can easily judse how people like 
•*you must employ tbeir muf am! thoughts among your 
Provencals: I should think of tfiem just as you do, and 
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pity you from my soul for being obliged to pass so 
many of the choicest \ cars of your life amongst them* 

I am s«> little desirous of making a figure at your court 
m Piovcnce, and haw* formed so just * conception of 
>r. /Tun what I know of that in Hrilauy ; that for the 
y/hc reason tint, in less than three da\s after being at 
•Vitir, I wished for nothing so ih'.ii h as to icturn to my 
Kncks, so I solemnly deUan to you the sole object of 
my desire is to p.is< the sumnu r with you at (>rign&n, 
m. I no whore e\e. Mv M. l/iurenrc wine is at Ad- 
1 1 • * 1 1 ) a i 1 s ; 1 .shall have it to-morrow s I thanked you for 
it iong ago m my heart ; that is wry obliging, you will 
say. M. ile Laon is very well pleased at the manner 
in which he was made a cardinal. 1 am told that M. 
d»* Mont.msicr *, m talking tihtlie dauphin about the 
dignity of cardinal, told Inin, that ft depended entirely 
upon the pope, and th if lie had a mind to make a 
cardinal of a groom, he might. Just at ih»t instant 
caidmal llonzi entered ; the dauphin seeing Inm, asked 
him, if it u ' re trie i!rai the pope could make a groom 
a cardinal. M. de iknzi war* little surprised at (in'!, 
till guessing r e ttffkfr; he replie^tlMit doubtless the 
pope nii'ihl make choice of wlmm^befplaased for that 
dignity ; Hut that he had new r .beard of bit holinesc 
taking a caidtneffitofchj* stabhs. I had this story 
tiotn the cardinal de llruilon. 

1 l.ive bad a great deal < f conversation witb'M. 
d’L e/. ; he will aafoaint you wnh the conference he 
h. . Had too; it is avtedmhable one; his understanding 
i> • > ienr, and Insfrortis, in gem ral, so wr IKVIiohcn, 
th.4t \ v emifiot fail ol having great weight on these 
occasion « : m short, lie .says and doe> every thing well. 

▼ ' ■*«»' # 

• J li»* f! ’ * ii" M #i;'a nqf only alttfwad by Ci'fv out fo be 

ue**rlv \ .. »|>Vj!r « f riaf.ro or fabchoorff Utt *** aveti at a in th* 

* u i ..r‘» of liissimulaiion .it ifiiff. 
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What was told yau of Jar/c was reported, but not with 
any degree of certainty : they pretend that t he Indy's 
joy was excessive on account of the chevalier do I*or- 
raine's return. • It is reported likewise, that the count 
'tie Guiche and mad. Ac Hri.^ac arc so much at 
purposes with one another, th.u there is need < f an in- 
terpreter between them. Write a line nr two to oui; 
cardinal; ho lotos you ; the Kuixbourg “■ loves you; 
and mad. Sc.mon loves you ; ^he is to pass her L.< nt 
here, and spends almost every evening with U". Hanl- 
U>n is here still : and would to Iteawn. niy dear child, 
that you were heft too ! 


W r 
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lO THE SAM K. 


« Aufe Wednesday, Much *3, U*7 -2. 

Madame de Villars, <’hapeluin, and another person, arc 
charmed with your Mfatiiojmts on fograiitudf ? do not 
think me ridiculous; I dhiovv t#*whom 1 show these 
alioi t extracts -of \mmrjf : "MM* whom I *iave to 
Ail with, and jlldtoff afH'the ^ecessifry precaution* of 
thneaml pUcel WSHn short, yqa have sometimes u 
delightful waf «#knying t h mg* t* y k h,j H» y believe me ; 
I know what I advance'. I will read one day or other 
soaahp— iagat to you that u fi > |ltwe you; especially 
thar a pa o in gratitude. .. ; 

I like ymt littta Jhi»tory»tlf thftpuinter extremely + ; 

~ X- 


• Meaning the duke ds HcK’heA>u<vtuii dMhmttlaiue «!«■ U Fb\ct'«, 
who tired both pulir r,MifcJ>our r fo»i: l *uvli' ol Si. <»c iir.ain, iiui i > 
whom niadamc at* tcogtfi|| ( ' ■ 11 • 

f A painter in of * hX* * IWInrr, vl. i na, a i* .1 

, uhh so indent a fit of the «4a»«MIe paioun? n.ad. dt (ah^iun* 
lubit of a Mag.ult! . t!t it A «iied die uc\t monuii£. 


> pietiiit 
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but, poor man, Ik* muiit die ! Your hair curling naturally 
with curling-irons, poudeicd i.'ituraUy with a pound of 
powder, and the ant fin. I Vermilion of your cheeks, hid 
uii with carmine, is ur\ amusing; buj alter all, you 
\\ e l 0 as hands nm^.v. an .mgei : I am very glad you nr©*, 
wy(l enough to ‘ it *'» lum for your pictuie : and that iti 
fhe of all v».r u'gl-genee, you c an preserve bo 

many charms. Mad. Sc uioii Ins i reived your embas- 
sies : there are no praises she do$s not be-tow on you, 
no esteem #he thinks too great to entertain for you. 

The < hancellor will not have so magnificent a funeral 
as was expected ; they wanted a ptince of the blood to 
head the reirmouy. r l he prince said, he was indisposed j 
tlie duke .said, it might have done ytgy well in former 
touts, but at pi i sent princes were of turn# importance 
than they weie then: the princes of (’ortti said, they 
could not d‘i w hat the duke had refused to do : hi short, 
the i hanccliorVs family or^in despair about it ; it was 
to no purpose to urge the instance of the chancellor do 
Ihdhevre, w hose funeral wa| honoured with \hc presence 
of a pi ince of ^ 

Thn count de Qwetto told, us w^tfikgtt the other day 
about the w.n of your wurWvi»ro»i$^ kte says he never 
p is-.i d his time mory agreeably than vhihu ..inoiig them. 

1 did not reiMgritteVAu had e\> r 4hitsiUioii* d a mm gle 
pe< *>u to ine as t He best dotingMshr d foi wit it un- 
derstanding. Htv.eve me^ my dear, it i» with the great- 
est concern that I find you so resigned to our separation, 
wink 1 feel ii in my Very marrow, without^ being able 
to leceive the h ast.com Idit. As t<» tey jouroev, it now 
dej»enJ'» wholly upon my aunt; bet m a inon.li's time, 
we shall wiiat we have to expect: thi> is now the 
uidy thing that stops ftte, otherwise I • lioulu mi out 
with M. and mac! strife di* Cot* hinges ; the ah he and I 
do nothing but pine for the flay of our departure. 



LETTERS or 


»» 

' » 

* Every tiling wnm to happen purposely to \cx an<l tor- 
ment me. I am billed no-.v in 1 1 my sen's, cf[u;- 
pagf ready ; besides a^ccplin/ and returning In I Is ot 
exchange. J-.very Sndy is ill d. bt,<-r uccupied with ilu% 

. depart on*. I? is lepoiird th** Mii.dl-pov at c.ri>^:in ■ 
is it true* If so, | shall be a i :f t !«- e.iMer at benight - 
tained here. All* r all, my dc.ir, a ^imd # that u\" 
think of not lung hi.i setting out ; no consideration tak*. . 
place of that dosuc, in*r of < ur journey ; even the !)•»♦ 
weather shall not stop n < a inoitHi)’. 

You n««k me w hat in\ aunlV <||dOidei is. it is i tb<M- 
lent and watt i y dt . |<s\ together: *|.o ^welhd m a.i 
amazing size; mi'k, v.liigb was the t.'mig ih.a 

used tu give lies* »chcf, c in no Imigi r repair the 
waste of moisture \ >lie is • j l? i • i • e\ii *: : !, i.c i luei ,* 
n fleeted, and sh*-fo sixty -*i\; such is h<r disorder: 
next month wi.l <1< :c inline, whether she :«» to l.u oi die. 

I pass many hour* w.ili lif^ and am pr.iU) cone, und 
to seo her in such a state* What \«m •* )\ upon the 
adamantine heart is ttdmir|b!e ; it Would be very con- 
venient to have ftulh a one, nut in the scant we mean, 
hut literally udgn^tine ; fur wr*v>tof it one isoubject 
to a thousand U)npeoU. ^lt is ceitwo tbatjoie is a 
proud thing, and m »tfug|^ to -he* dcAirigiuii U 
very happy ir^ h||pg so good alBh^an^ 1 hope Ik 
wd! be able to comet t me. 

Monsieur dc laoaun** (>Ugf is not yet deposed of. 
You nuy make your own u* flee lions upon that, as well 
as upon Ins fiie-atlsiri it would have been a curious ad- 
venture to have burnt" poor M. l’ou^uet, who hears his 
confinement >o nobly, without giving hiuiudf up to 
fruitless despair. Nothing is talked of but war: the 
king has Si00,6oo motion feot:*ll l‘.'»ro| e i* in motion ; 
and it ia.vcry plain, hs you say, ibat the poor globular 
machine to The cardinal (de lietz) and I 
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often talk of you ; lie has a sincere regard foe you : and 
^ I, what have I, thiuk you ? Mv poor aunt returns yon 
tlianlvN.for vour kind remembrance of lu*r. l.a Mousse 
trembles fur his philosophy. ftty a word or two to the 
cardinal about your machine*; your nfachincs that 
love / your machine* that have the power of choice; 
.yo>‘ t a . machines that are jealous, and have fear* <*o, 
/gti! Descartes never could pretend to make ns believe 
all this. 


LF.TTEB rxri. 

tO TRfc SlMF.. 

Prti'n, WhIiu-vI.i/, Mtrdi .io, W*7‘J- 
\rtr you not too good, mv dear child? Yog say you 
low* my letters ; you wish them always to lie long, and 
you flitter me with the pleasing jdea that you do not 
like them «o well when they are short: but then poor 
(irignan has enough to do, if his comjflhisancc for you 
obliges him to read such volumes. 1 remember he used 
to wonder how people could read long letters; he seems 
to be much altered in his opinion : but I depend upon 
\our prudence, not to let him sec what you think will 
tire him. I have to your p inion :^I thought you 
had not answered* the car'hial’a letted hut I find you 
have, and extremely well ton. I must also own to you, 
that I have wickedly sup|#es«ed the compliments of 
madnnic dc Villars. ] have often mentioned her to you 
in my letters, and have taken care not to till you all 
the has *aid to me: tife not angry with her, she loves 
r.nd admires you: I see her very frc^ently, she is de- 
lighted to talk of you, and tO fiad passages of vour let- 
iu-; this attaches me t<£ her extremity. She will set 

r 5 
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at Easter, notwithstanding the war; she must come 
back as she can if the Spaniards are wicktd. As they f 
have plenty of money, these YiWers*, to travel about S 
awl make a great sho*, it Is a trifle not woitli tlu-ir 
attention. They say. that the English have engaged 
and defeated five s.id of fikitch ni^i of war; nnJL that 
the ambassador told the Ring* that his master fn^ad 
already begun the war by sen, ami hoped that Hc’\ 
would now make his promise good, and begin it by 
land. 

You know, my child, what an esteem I have for the 
name of Roqucvinic* *, and bow uni h I venerate hs 
virtue. You may be sure that Uj* recommendation and 
yours must hate great weight with fne ; but unfortunate- 
ly in this case my credit and good will are not equally 
strong. X ou g |V ^ n the president in question such 
ait excellent character, that it would ha an honour to 
have it in niv power Ur iferve him : at all events 1 will 
mention it; bu| really mi&tf thing is now kept such a 
profound secret at Versailles, that we must wait with pa- 
tience the decision Qf the oracle. As to M. de Roque - 
sante, if you forgot *° tnakc my compliments to him, 
very particularly, you and I shill certainty quarrel. 
You shudder at our abbg’s fever ; I am obliged to you : 
but as you shw|der by yours^J£ and the good abbe did 
not shudder at all, you see plainly, that I did not shud- 
der: his disorder was a constant flux; he has acted 

'4 

• a Irony! they wemyvrv poor. M. drVfllars was goings at ambaata- 
dor to Madrid. ^ ‘ 

f Charter II. of England. ^ 

X One of die judfp#of die parliament of A«, a man of real merit, 
tad one of the coimiiiaaionen appointed t» try M. Founuet: hr "a\ e 
tnch clear proof* of iptegTiry aid discernment, tiui aad.de ScVigud 
mm lhcreuds held him in the h<gheateaic«n. 
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with prtldence; ami, I am persuaded, h*as s «dded twelve ^ 
years to his life : God grant it. 1 have snidfor you all 
you desired me to s*yv%nd he it much pleased. My 
aunt is continually thanking you: the state she Is In 
would pieice tlie most insetibihlc heart : sin* swells every 
day f ami nothing she takes Jpas the Icasttflect: she said 
to 'me not long ago, I a» a lost woman, my child, 
hdu* prepares herself for doatli, and speaks of it without 
fear : she only expresses her astonishment, that so much 
pain and torture should he required to pul an etui to one 
so feeble as she is. Some kinds of death are certainly 
very dreadful and cruel; hers \i the most deplorable 
that can he imagined : she receives all the little attcit* 
tiotis I pay her with the ••reaiest affection ; I bestow them 
with the sitne feeling , aafUT km, indeed, so much af- 
flicted at the agony I sac ler miter, and the d< >pair my 
poor cousin if in, tittle*** refrain fmin tears. 

I will tell v ou,4rty a thought that has oc- 

curred to me on the fT w y tf fl H owii you and M. dc Gri- 
gnan sustain at cards. I wdfifld «TC yog both he cau- 
tious. It is not pleasant to he made a dupe of; and he 
assured, that it is not natural to he perpetually the win- 
ner or the loser. It is not long since I wot let into the 
tricks of the hotel do la Vieuville. You remember, I 
suppose, how our pockets were jjfckcd there. You are 
not to imagine every body plays as fairly as yon do 
yourself. The concern I have for your interest makes 
me say so much ; and as it comes from a heart entirely 
devoted to ydta, ’I ife persuaded you will not be dis- 
pleased at it. W df l cr will you, I suppose, at knowing 
that <iueromiHe *, %hose fortune hud been predicted 
before sheh ft this kingdoto, has full? vci dud the picdit- 
tion. The king of Jin g ! aod was passion at cly fond of her. 


• Aftcmnh (Indies' of Portsmouth, laftrcstof Charles 1L 



an<i>he, on bti side, I Mil n<» aversion to intn : in short, 
she is now about eight niontftis gone unit diild. Poor 
Cusflcrnam * is turned oil : •wctids the late of niMre^sc- 
in that kingdi in. \\ hdc 1 am upon tins mibj* • t, I mu » 
toll you, wit It ail due deU iciue to t lit* widmu ot M. <1 • 

(•rignan, liiat the sou ot i ; - -f ayd tl.e che\alus dr 

Lonaitu*, do not know wlitflhti me .11 uiidi 1 .stand Vi) 
is brought up np< nly and indiai t imuiatcU \\ itli the 1 In l*-V 
ren of madame dWimagn tc, and that at the lelurn of 
tin* ihcvdur the y pi i\ « a il lum a trick to pro\ e tin* 
strength of Idood. IK* continued id l they *a»d about 
the child, and tli'ui^lrt lum so prclt\ .m«l hec ante so 
strong!) aMailtd to Inin, that it last tbev told lum tii 
truth : he was «U 1 L,htul. Mad.une d'Ai maniac (« 111 1- 
nucs lu r kindness and educates lnm under the name of 
the chevalier de Lomnuft* tf yottJtnow ibis alieads it 
will not entertain \ ou myall' . AdWoiar js the proper 
person to relate t h^si* t 1 led less inclin- 
ation to relate m ws $g you^ Rowing he is more in the 
way of hearing it tbj|JVR- 

1 ha\e received your letter of the 'J.ld, written on the 
wings of the wind, as was mine of Friday last : let me 
tell you, my dear child, it is a clijiriiiing one, though 
not an answer to mine ; hut it is uotth a thousand an- 
swers ; and it is thus then that you write to me w hen 
you have nothing to 4ty ! Indeed I am in the highest 
degree ddighted with it. It contains a thousand kind 
and tender thing* : and I must own, that I take plea- 
sure in flattering myself with theijgbfjng all true. Hut 
who is thi> lire ton that you servo, ftQjp^f sake r I assute 
you all the Provencals find an intepest in me. 

* ^ 

• The co* nte*« of CiMlrms^q, a fcftncr nwtr« of th it morurch. 

f Thi' nut ui i« intmitJ so lUf^-ste moil* sr.oiwllc d< Fouillnc*, 
mtid of hooour tuMsctear, wbo*e rt^auiU/r. ,u cqiNtfCsl. 
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The poor abbe * it lo mak« his public act to-day : 
what a joke 1 ihey arp going to 'Impute with him, to 
plague and torment Inn, and use all thui uuh avnuis to 
pn/zle him: and yet hi most «mhwu to d 1 Nothing, 
in m\ opinion, tan be more unjust than*' u U pi meed- 
m - H » which must, sour the mind great! v. \ »u talk 
tbout the we it her , our adult i lias kieen deli n htt d we 
/i»\c bul t«n time month* toi^c tJ»< i i hut < )< ir host; 
now it is owi, and spring l>ag 11s to m ikf m ap- 
pearance No lung i in In, mutt pi mb nt 1 1 > m p»i ait . 
how t mm s it flu ii that \ « u art so e \ti tv i mm * 1 am 
shocked at the nunm hk \ ot M dt \ units Ik wai 
not so till li s pissitm b< gan to tot 1 uni Ii is no otht i 
f\m>e than that he un U>\ « no No n tlm is \iiy 
noil, but I bid i atbt i itwcic'u, tlnn to In lilt lor 
niiotlui this u an tdd quaml It tween us intleid, 
there aie many things which 1 dislike in M di \ ardes 
It Corbinilli wishes me in Presence, it is no mote than 
I do my sell every day of my life. 

M an<l rnadarm* di Coulangissare much indebted to 
you lor all \our kin lnMrf: they intend writing to you. 
I shall see them set out with gicat re.gr* t M de Cou- 
ling^s full v purposes to si i Jaujucmar anti Matjtui itej 
btloie he dies As lor his mti, she is to go to (nignan, 
where, 1 hope, vvt shall receive her tog* liter, altei she 
Ins done [me the honours ol Lyons, i was told tins 
evening, that the abbi (xrignin Ind pei forme tl wonders 
it the borbonhe to-day : our cardinal ih m raptures 
at it. 

• Louis Joseph Arfliipwi^fa Moui< 1 1, brother to M dr Gn r n*n, 
n'li IU 1 1 III lCSu to the Sftfflttfii of I r» *», -111 kfi»iwai Is u dm 

C m -momiP * 

t I* i ^tjUrtS that stnlcr* Se &oor on die cl .*k in 'it l II w B t 
I jtn be* 
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iETT^fc CXClJ. 

V 4, 

TO THE "AWE. 

^PsfWI,ria»]r, Aj*U *, ia;^. 

\Vm at you have writ! en to (Mt'iut, mv dtur child, ic- 
Ipecting thi hopes you are iu of seeing me AhortU m« 
Pjpwnii, hit filled nift w*4iU tiansports of jo\ You 
can imviI\ jud n c t tie pleasure one has in tnarmg such 
thing" from «i thud ^pei^on, however will one might 
know them befuie* lit me arsine \ou, tint e\en 
this cahoot add to tin desue 1 lu\c of coming to \i»u, 
for it m inhnite. IU) aunti»*n> only hinduancc slu 
is so teiy ill, that 1 do nut think it possible h r hi i to 
continue Ion ; in lui present condition : lwdl hi von 
know how she goes < n ; for this is ike thing of gitaUM 
consequent c to u.o at present. 

1 saw mad. di \irotuil yesterday, who is ic turned 
from Yernuul and thejaws oft death: a milk dut Ins 
restored her to her hejdth : handsome and util 

shaped : there is no long* r an\ dispute heiwet n her 
boddue and mine ; "he is not so red ami bh atid as she 
used to Ik, but is quite pleasing : she is hind, < bilging. 
Mid can speak well of people: she desired a thousand 
kind renumbiame^to you. 

Madame de C haulnes and M. de Banllon pla\id yes- 
terday the scene between Vardc* and mademoiselle do 
T . • ^ull#e were all of us ready Ijp cry : iht\ out -did 
theunfrelves m iu Aa to Champmfciee* she is so extraor- 
dinary a performer, tl. \t myeui^Wiyou never saw any 
like her : in short, tt is the %nd n* t the play, 

tlitft the town runs after. to Ariane w hull) fur 

.the sake of seeing her: thejda\ it-* If is dull and in- 
the rest of the pla\u» execrable, but when 
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Ill* 

Ju-mpmfclec appears* you hear a general murmur sf op- 
dause, every body is charmed, the whole house sy^« 
pathos in her (list res#. 

The che\ alter de Lorraine went the oihei clay to $m 
I<a F . . . : she wanted to put on the tui^iLcn nymph* 
and affected a great deal.fif confusion at the sight pi 
hmi. The cht vaher, with ills frank opt u count cnatlgfc 
9 was respited to pm her out of her pain at once* mu? 
said to her, u What ails ymi, madt moiselh* ? Whal 
makes you so sad > I> theie any thing extraordinary ir 
what has happened between uaf ‘NVc loved each othei 
once, and now w c do not. Constancy is no longei 
looked upon as a \iitue in onr age : it will ha best foi 
us to forget what has patted, and htlnve like othei 
pcopli . This is a veiy pi city dog ot >oiirs* whe 
gave it \ou: ,f And so ended this cunous love-affair. 

What book are you reading now, my dial? I an; 
reading the discovery of the Inches by Christopher Co- 
lumbjs, which diverts me exceedingly ; but your hub 
girl divtiU me still moie : I lore hi i dearly, and I dc 
not j*ce how 1 can help It : slie is vi ly loncl ul your pic- 
ture, and is talking to it so prettily, tout I must go and 
kus her. 


LETTER GXCTII. 

TO THE S VME. 

Pans, Wi dwtMlay, Afftl $0$42. 

Mr aunt’s illness makes me htrdly know where 1 ! am] 
or what 1 do : th%aVbe and I are quite out elf patience 
about it, and are MMilfd, if it should be likely to last, 
to set out lor Proven#^ for even good-ni’mc shfltdd 
have its bounds. You may always rest assured, that J 
hare a stronger inclination to*6et out, than you can 
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havnfor me to Jo so. You may think this is saving a 
great deal, and so do I too ; but it i* impossible* to say 
more than 1 think on that subject. 1 never fail tg tell 
my arint of your kind lemeinbrances. Though she is 
sensible that site is very near death, vet her c mutant 
attention to the feelings of others nufltes her dissemble 
^feentiments, and stem to have hope in medicines 
that the is certain can no longer have any efficacy, 
solely to prevent driving my poor cOnVm to despair ; 
but, when she finds herself at liberty, ami can give vent 
to tier words, then we see a hat her tine thoughts aic, 
and tli^t she lofrk^ upon die approach of death with the 
greatest ctihnne«% resignation, and constancy. 

I ain fright* ned at tjie dangers tlut attend you in IVn- 
vence. Your dear little bc»v however Ii.is escaped the 
snndl-pox ; hu! then the plague : what do you dunk of 
that r 1 am dreadfully alarmed at the thoughts ol it : it 
is a disease that has net its equal, and from which the 
^•un of your climate is ill calculated to defend those oil 
whom he shines. I desire his excellency the governor 
will, in his wisdom, give all necessary m tiers upon the 
occasion* 

Saturday last the duke gave a hunting-match to the 
aagets*, and afterwards a supper at St. M uir, of the 
moat delicate fish the sea could alibi'd. From thence 
they returnee] to a small house near the hStel de Omit , 
where after the clock had struck twelve, for which they 
waited very scrupulously, there was served up the most 
elegtipinedlow'c Ae that ever was sieen, consisting of the 
richer fil mo»»t exquiffte viundjl cjjf all sous. This 
little excursion has not bcctf^efy wfc« looked tfpon, ami 
dc C>rancci*s great good-pfcmre^as been the sub- 

v Mcsdunn tic Jlan 1 •%« Grjrict,, Uauj'itm to ;Le manliat de 

tifecci. 
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4^^ n ral admiration. 'I lie company consisted of 
ifie countess ol Soissons, Misdames de Gofetqnen and 
Boideauv, scvcial gt nth men, and, among the rest, ^tho 
< lie \ alii r de Loiraim : tin ir More hautboys, bngw 
pipes and violins but not a wind of Ufa duchess of* 
I c nt ; the one w is fit hci own ap utment, and thu other 
n the cloistirs. 'I he ladies wire all brown bbtutbf 
if lias been thought they wanted a lntlc yellow td set 
them off. * * 

M. dc Contangos is in despair about the ptuiter’o 
di itli * Did not 1 say lie would die } litis giVof a 
great gr ice to ihe beginning of the history ; but the 
* (itasirophc is veiy in< lant holy and vexatious ftr m«^ 
who made so sure of the f.nr Magd+kn uith fur fine na - 

I am chuined to find \nu arc not with thud. Ah ! 
ii V dt ai, enjoy awhile the ple.isuie of being in health : 
tiki some respite, and do not add this vexation to the 
many othcis I meet with in life. The old Madame $ is 
dead of an apoplexy, to which she has hail at tendency 
loi more than a yoai. So now then m the p.il.ico t of 
I uxcmbouig for Madtnwfsclh , amt we shall tike pos- 
session of it soon. Madame had cut d >wii all the treat 
on her side ot ihc g ird« n thiough puie c ontr. diction ; 
tint beautiful garden looks tjuitc i idiculous : Providence, 
however, h& sated it from mm. Madcinoisc lie has 
n n fling to do now*, but to tut tin m down on both sides, 
and then put Er Notre § into, them, who will sou^ma- 
vert them into a se condJThi^ikjM^ . SJfce couM 


0 Pif painter lnsntU 

#■ Sre i he not* to ilitt Ie*o-r, 

1 Mir„*.ri ot L^/raine, scrotrl %il» t > Gu>tu^ ol ktkiix, dull 4# 
O Sans, 

$ Hi* moit Gtiiuus g iiJ< * r « f lilf w. 
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prevailed upon to see her mother- in-hm when she \\ 
dying: thU was not very heroic;. M. dc Lorraine's 
iraoiy of marriage IS Jbr-ikr-n ort* after all: thi> is a 
business for your poor friend *. 1 have made your 

CjtopHhtenta la Duras and the Oiarots. The marquis 
WWfi\eroj will not he peftmtfcd % leave Lyons this 
OTBpttflgn : Ilia father was a$»urtd of this, on asking 
leivt wr his son to return to ti>e ajpny . '1 he true rea- 
son of his disgrace is not known* M. do la IfoCbcfou- 
Ctult is relapsed ii\|o so dreadful a fit of ttffc gout, in - 
octyHtaifed with no violuit a fever! that he is wow than 
yfal have v ererjy^n: him : he entxeats \uu to pity him ; 
and,.! would djjb yi>u to .see him without being ^lTeci« d. 
My dear child! I^qiast leave you. I repent having 
\vish»d|pr [adamant ; h-r 1 should he very 

sorry not to love you as much as 1 do, wl».m v* r pain it 
may cost me. Do not you w^h for it m s i her : let ns 
keep the hearts we have : : ypn know very wi 11 the way 
to D1*B. 


LETTER cxc:iv. 


TO THE SAM a, , 

» r ' ITri*, i'ridas , Apdl a, 

V&S#*^fensOjWi >rt(l, and talk. <i 

of hut departures t . iu? les has asked me kings pei- 
mission to ser\o in pie JSd^ftsh i.rmy ^«*nd i* gone, 
vt^uch d is; having h en einp’oytd in 
K&& to leave Paris : he 

a so|^; ^V^Bp^|HHLjc«uiuu ; ^it has hud 
aside hi» kui .■'«*. i;\ J^yiu b^aj^Sp oberve r of eieni< : 
Wor do I UiMfck hp part a baa btatf» 'aonsidt ring the great 


P p .Inms of Vanik uivnt. 
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putation be has gained. lie told the king, he could 
not help en eying his children (be honour of serving his 
majesty'; and ibal ho now wished for nothing so mock 
as death, Mnre he could no longer be of, use to him.. 
The king embraced and said, “ Marshal, the end". 
'>f all our labours is to gain a reputation similar to what 
yqp hate acquired : it must be pleasant to rest after so 
many victories *” l am ef the same opinion, end dunk 
it a great happiness not to be obliged to trust that fane 
to ihe capricious power of fbrtund which a long life ha** 
obtained. Marshal Bel lefond is gone Is^LaTrape leaped^ 
the pessioiwweek ; b ofaejb e w cmthcrigglait •« very high" 
terms to M. de Leuvois, about an abdmmcfit Lottvoii 
wanted to make in his post of general under the prince: 
he made his micjesty the Orbitnuor, WSi name off* w ith 
honour. 

The queen constantly attack* me about your children 
and my journey to ProaeSSgH and is not friggpcd, tiiat 
your sou is bke you, and your daughn r like (Hfrfahdr : 

I always make the sansq^nuswen. Mad. Cof£ett very 
often talks to me Myratt beauty ; aid, Indeed, who 
docs not ? On you kfSow%nty child, th*t ft UgbsoJAtelv 
necessary far yoS to^ gpe and loofaat us a little 
I will par# the mug for yon in % manoe^ 4)^ sh*U tqkc 
all the trouhiajtifyour hands. I hav^ip*km»^lt^de 
Pomponne about a tgp presidents hi says be knows 
nothing of thqjpatler yfaW befaves it will be seme 
stranger. ff 

My aunt is now sodOMlM shemMpi 

long a hindcrancc tM^a OMfagl||hfll autiucauje, and 
swell.** every day momma giose : iherb is no sec mg her 
without being a/lecws end I shall i>t* *pl Ignore deeply* 


• Hf wa* »t dip hrtrl of »hr ltwgS «r"i> 

ani baj even beau 1 Tur«one ue*r Ki.eo I. 


m giose : iherb is no sec mg her 
Ohd I shall he j^li^mort deeply* 

1 kut’S ar"i> wir de Fiwwkr, 
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aflectcd with tbe loss of her: you know how much I 
always loved her. It would hu\e been a great (oniluit 
to me to 'have left her with some prospect of a cun-, that 
she might l^pvc been restored to us again. I will lot 
you know the end of this long a o\| melancholy' illness. 

M. and mad. de Coulanges are going to Hntuny. 
There is no residence lor governors now hut their go- 
vernment*. We are at the eve of a sh trp contest, which 
gives me concern. Your brother is dear to me>; wc 
ere very good ftiends: lie has -on aifcrtton for me, and 
JdWiwto please mu, end I, on my side, am a £ »od step- 
'Another, nnd Jim^ebout his^sfiairs* 1 shoo I be \erv 
ntynsW to codtjilam of either pf you : you are both ot 
you too good in your severe! ways. Tins is all \mi 
will have from dee to-day, my d» .ir love. I had a iho- 
venfal, -a Breton, and a Burgundian, at nn t< il« i tins 
morning. 


I 


torisMie* 

T 

* 'JNm AjuUlI.j, 167/. 

9 * 0 , mj^hwi clulj, 4fa* (hr Sm oi m\ 

, grta* uaraume**; ljfafed^vou know 
*b«t would 'give -»PUjf rfatc l »)»" *>** ■ *hr h»s# ol 
yo an. I li-ire. JtaflM^\haMK*b<iurth!Mg N ran 1 1 now 
But, my ( hari’u <1 n nli , 

o I tali (kcnnii\ 

SpnniC with it ^dMMMwni flHaWhicii is not » amd 
of ouc> : ami as to year phrssrsjT( am sure 1 «' dd do 
nothing lilmiliejp : arouse y«> en e ft »aUu t 1 *; ,-jm^ (t , 
it is a vefy'preit^acLorophVwn tit ; \u<i prou>.tia i*. 
““ 11, and hase tuna enough upon \our bauds; s<» p»av 
on with it, and let me he agreeably surpnsed n »u 


yow». I 

it 

sSnStu 


e 
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iu! it; \ <>u an adept at my arrival. You aie tery good 
end obedient in not being with child : 1 thank you for 
it tioni the bottom of mv beait; take as much caic to 
please me, by avoiding the small-pox. 1 ant frighted 
at \oui sun: why it burns p< ople’s liralns f * Apoplexies 
aie as fie<]uent in your counti), as the \ apoura are with 
us; and 1 hnd )our head swims sometimes uMu 
the r< >t. Mndime de Coulanges is in hopes of keeping 
hers sound at Lv>ns, and is making great preparation 
for her defence against the governor * : if she comes 
to farigvnn, it will be to give you an account of ||er sitf* 
lory, and not to tell you of her deft)} i for I do not 
think the marquis will so tnuch as attt|| the appear* 
rme of the lover; for tBw* are persons who keep a 
good look out upon hins^and aie not to be Imposed 
upon. U is almost distracted at not going to the war. 


as I am at not setting out with M. and mad. de Cou- 
luigos; it was a thing f ully. Batata us all. 

but lor the unhappy 

we most have patieftefc; .“RSKSHLi 


-® once at 

co it- h, ha\e wafitjn 

'I'ort. am lUaWkliUgin*. Ifcvef Mf 1<4§ tmm/ti 

tiling to moth : SpRr upUMl ^W|apt*1feM^ no* 

mrtrt. It * ^"TT.?-CVli 

(Mintncnts, 11flHbMW§ u SWlSSo. “ 

I wiah I couUhaaq^SUiHhfdina # yon ; his conver- 
sation would bh a grdfcFhmusemfcnt to you, fq^jhp 
have nothing that 1 can see to divert AujivherejE 
are ; but instead of to PkpUtSfc, fie 

toCmirmrcu TheyBPffiat tfife Kfti^f a I ittie regrets 
tin departure of Canap&s; he had a regiment, and was 
bioken: he applied for ten seicral abtjeyv^nd \) a* 


• The B*a i jui5 dc \ iileroi. 
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refined them ail : lie desired to aerre as aide de-camp 
this campaign , lie was refused that too upon w Inch 
be u i ote a httn to his brother, full of tin. profoundtsi 
respect fi|r his majesty, and then went on board the 
ship of tfic duke of York \ who h is a great rtgaid for 

bm. 

HtWgaarthal de Gninont was so transport! J the other 
day, at a sermon of Bourttalout \ that lie c ned out/i tn 
the middle of a passage that struck him, " By God he 
is right/* Madame burst out a laughing, and the sermon 
Was interrupted so long that nobody kntw what wou’d 
he the ronsequHlee. if your preachers arc von re* 
present thei m - Ofe apt ip thittk they will be in no great 
danger of mit being usljkrupted bv such plains 
Famwell, my deaicst love: A(jb*n I think on the coun- 
tries that separate uS, I am Almost bawd* myself, and 
can have go msu I am very angry with Adhdmar 

he shall be called the little 


my dear «**■*%**« jfce ■ortifica- 

K bw^oqparated fir&mfik awUf not being able 

* t After the foSkjtf ms chevritt^tfwucaan, which happrre<l the 
6th felinv'n, 1 f 74, M« fy^iiur t Jrtln title of Ox wlu r He C,n 
gnan bntd^mank, upon marrying the jot i^est iSt"! ter of the late 
snwrquu Afgbtiagn, ut tin. Ixnue of Aqua, he resnmed that of Con*' 

AHliAnsr. - 
J Le peyi H ua urH 
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to ) ou so soon as ! could Wish my extreme im- 
*U*itte linker me sometimes afraid that Cod will, per** 
i Jiewr permit me to OOjo) the blessing . still, how* 

ever, I cou in ue pnparations. But is it not bar* 

^btiiuiis, dfu.i all. to c oiitidc i theduttiof d person, so 
«li ii to nu, as the In ginning of a jouinev Lwisli so ar* 
d«n»l\ J Whit think you of worldly arrangements ? I 
must ou u, 1 am astou shed at thnttl : we should profit 
by those tint m. displeasing to us, and make use of 
them as so man) pi nances. Now 1 am mentioning pe- 
inm ex, V Coulanges says such strange things of those 
ulin h m piactised at Aix, that I thij^thc people must 
be m 1 , and I hardly know bow to credit to his 

ai count*. 

Mad inn de Ooulanges^Tias been at St. Germain and 
lia. hi mg lit me back a thousand strange stories, tbat 
cannot he < om niUed to wntihi% uhu h make me join m 
) our opinu n, upon the horror of inbd«U*jM_tfc*t part «f 
vuurkuu was wj uisti m 
c\ery body is not of jriftl t Wf 

dear child, >ou must, be%yi y p|l|age China 

is not u ortliy^tf being hntrfbu 
must break iron itodtLl'nn rtjlllj fO*r\ ftiryofeWtagj 
1 think that vou Mmboj^by to lough at ymi ; wT 
hi nix opinion sudtw huMM^ept tooths «*eH, 
than tlie small~p^g. are \ouwff for that now * 

Is \ our little one 

Our cardinal has stipe thous md k nd flings 
this eicmng , lie is going to St Jh ms i, >*•'*» m* 
Latter ccreiuony ; hcjmll reiu-ii for a ihort timfe, dRl 


• The *«irurs of prmttots at Vix *n T » n u i i ern-m piwes- 

*t >rn, kIjicIi lisfrd ih** n 1 v# / Ilnlv li ***4|Nkf kri> * 

Fn#* ' l ui il«% h*v« 1 m i s utmmpi f r n mt ihuc on itroum ot 
the II !«1 IIS tlut tuok P I t 

♦ C aniiiwl «* Ret/ was »b ** l D« h 
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then adieu Mad. tie It layette goes to-moiio\v>to a 
cottage she lias near Meudon, wheie she has bun be- 
fore : she intends to pass a fortnight there, suspended 
as it sucre between heaven and inith, and is resolud 
neither to think* nor speak, not atibwer, nor hear : she / 
is quite weaned with say mg good-night and good-inorn- 
ing, and lias alraq^ikc\cry day a slight attack of fever, 
which -a little rest carries off ; therefore it is very ne- 
cessary she should ha\e it : 1 intend to go *o see her. 
Poor M. de la Roditloocault is in the old chair )<m 
know so well, moped to death : it will not be iliflicult 
for you to^uessj^uit ails him. I hate heard no mws 
to-day. Thnppuc St. Germain is quit^ dmne. 
Which is more than 1 can say of the singing at the Mi- 
|sinm. 1 was there not long agki and my little girl with 
me, w ho met w ith atgreabfwany of her acquaintance. 

I love that child too well ;*btlt 1 cannot exactly mea* 


f things ; / had the honour i)f hem j yom 
: that a sufficient exetpe for 


Jp ^ Troche to you so 

fireq||ipttyW^,u^j| that j^pw&ves of the 

jMgfcferfidltaore tmcerfBft ihtuybe is in fcer conduct 
she 4s pleased and anade&sed ten times in 
9|yp This Ikckhtneas company 

ver^idgrfealrie. 'Hie pmtrelb I (ire to the Faux- 
boorg is a point I cannot eatfNjgjgive ttp : I know mj - 
^fld&gynuch beloved by all there os it is possible to be : 
|lf Wm nevejLOggpe unseasonably ; they are oi tbe right 
%mnp$ there is nothing contrgfa^nd ; wbat you see 
once* \ ou see alWa}$>: besides Pffi cardinal frequently 


«*npf there b nothing contn 
once, jou see aHvay* : besides 1 


meets me theie; and what can I do after all this 9 In 
U word, JfegP* up the task of pleasing mad. de l«\ Tioche, 
ilhoufgnring up my regaid for her; she will awa^s 
ltd mo#e same, wbeueicr she is disposed to do her- 


me theie ; 

• jr *”! 1 

ifcivinc ii 
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self justice: ibfi^ ^jttflil^g c^fy itnen&cs of my con- 
duct, with respect to'het, wf^nHkjllniik me light, and 
sometimes t vcn wonder nt my patience. Be sine yon 
do not answer a word to gll this; for if she should tafcsf 1 
it in Irt head to see one of your letti rs,.and should find 
any token of disappfobafbn, all wguld be overywth us» 
Indeed, she neftr ht+seefi any^rfN|Mn yet ; for there 4 
are few persons that f* think wtfffey of seeing themV 
mad. de ViWaA is oiy favourite in t^uit respect. If I 
were queap of France it of 9pdin, 1 should think she 
was making her court to me ; bet as it is, ] am sure it 
is from pure repaid for yo%t1iat s^f 1 interests herself to 
mu( h Jn our corrcspowMrcdlf Sbe^d delighted with 
your rememhiance^f^ier: ahe will not act out so sooit 
as was imagined, for a*l reason that you may guess, when 
1 tell you, jthat she cannons but at the expense of the 
king her mastei ; and thatbesidag this her assignments 
are retarded,* -^however, dte defela re n<^ that we fave 
nothing «T attpg* urinst abW 

by tfe4r tflMtes, iSpr amSfiyS Jor is 4 here, 
filling our Ht%lss lirewi- 

child, I adding to prayW^ ift efraer toJt mysetf for 
to-nibrro4Kf solemnity : 1 least SidrsVour^p 
preserve thdt act pf my lilefts frte as ppssible^rom^p^ 
imperfections tbit Sfctertdffhe rest. 4 I fiv e and edl Pace 
you : I wish I could fejjwy heart as warm towards <jio d 
as it is towards you. 

• She wm going to the toourt of M»<Jnri, where Mr fca»hand 
tamcler f-xintuidiiiary. 
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LETTER CXCVII. 

TO III! S\MF. 

Pam, V\ ednV&tlay, April 20, In" 2 

You promise to send me some of the song* they make 
in Uaiharv : will, you will not ha\s so much upon 
yout const unit* m communicating to me the little scan- 
dal that passi s at Tunis and Algieis, as I have in lur- 
nishing } on with all the ill-nature ot this place My 
deal child, when 1 rcih ct, that the Mediterranean is your 
matest m ighbout, I cannot help feeling my heart epute 
paired and afllutcd. Thcie are certain things in the 
woi Id tint fill Us with dread, thi y teach us nothing 
new, indeed, hut then we W them in a point ot ucw 
that sur pi t'cs us. 

1 mw your three Provencals \esterday ; Spmola was 
one of them; he gawp me \our letter oi the 21st ot 
last month, i will do toy best to Ifcrve Jmn. I have a 
gieat iesp« ct for his name : ibtreis a Spinola, who lost 
one of his hands in a roiiftj§ftf* , wty : he was a second 
Artaban. Your Spinola showed gre a letter in Italian, 
full of nothing but \our pratse; 1 send you a toj>\ of 
it. I am highly delighted with the apostrophe to the 
king ot I laiue. lie tells me that you speak Italian 
>or\ well, 1 commend \ou gtOittly for it; nothing can 
be pnUiei , had 1 been in a place where 1 could ha\c 
hadbop^ortiinitieaot speak. ng it, I should certainly haw 
done so: dunotgiow tired ot it. 

I support M. dT^iz has mtoiiWM jou of tie c<n- 
vti»ation ht had with flu king, nothing crnhl he m< n 
dt sir ililc what tt n pa-:>ed The aoidi) j re! uc 
^gomg to lca\v Ux n, Ins absence will be a gn i ♦ 
to jour ailaiis ikte. Madams Brisco makes io 
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scruple now of de Gnu he at her 

house; they are scarcely toum^jwn any where else: 
She goes very seldom to M. de la not iu toiuauh's; and 
mad am e de la Fayette is at her little country- house ; so 
there is very little intimacy between them and the duch- 
ess. I bad mentioned madajpe de la'lWIie to you, at * 
the time you wrote to me about hen, now you know the 
whole affair; however# as she cannot well live without 
me# she has broken the ice, and is all good humour 
again: 1 am very glad of it; for 1 take things just as 
they happen: if I had a little more, warmth in my tem- 
per, 1 should sometimes he vcjrjg angry with her. This 
is just the statu you would bave ipe be in # easy and un- 
concerned at all events: a happy state indeed. Hut, 
alas! I am far from enjoying its sweets. You even 
alarm me, when you seem to wish it. t Moth inks yon 
are capable of doing whatever you will; and# perhaps# 
at a time whcnj^jfeelihe roost UjMtiv tenderness for you# 

I may# on a 8ttddrt|?4pl you q$$r’calni and unmoved. 
Ah! lift me .{M^i you, when I come to 

Provence.* l.tAalLj^plw pt journey. I assure you, if 
I meet wtyh any JCjNranquillity. I am now 

very near my dep|tjta&; .Jm» alas ! my dismission will 
cost me many ta*m'*mjjj£poor aunt ie in a most de- 
plorable situation : ^te^ew^Hing increases every day ; 
and she has such rackin|^p£ins as would n ml the hard- 
est heart. Madame de tSoulanges took leave of her 
yesterday .with tears in her eyes: though it was 'not a 
formal leave# yet# as both six* and her husband imagine 
they shall never seemlier again, it was veiy painful to 
them both. As for me, 1 pa-s the most part of the day 
in sighing by her bedside. I am quite drowned in tears ; 
the caresses and affectionate expressions she he^t^ws orfj 
me go to my very soul : she jqie.iks of Iter death as she* 
would of a journey: she has always had good spirits# 
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and she keeps them up afl^^j&Sii morning ghe received 
the sacrament, as her.paMfportand Eastei -offering, aiul 
hopes to receive it oiiffe more. Her devotion was amaz- 
ing; we all melted into tears to see her: she was in her 
chair, for she could not bear the bed : but she after- 
wards fell upon her krgi^s; and was then the most 
mournful and affecting spectacle of pieJ^that can be 
imagined. r 

I felt real sorrow at parting with M. and mad a me de 
Coulanges ; they have both a very great friendship for 
me ; 1 expec t to m$pt them again at Lyons. I am go- 
ing to settle my little ^household, in hopes of seeing 
you once more there, juis $&id that La Brune (rnadamc 
de Cneupien) has resumed the thread of her story with 
the chevalier de Lorraine, and that they talked very 
much of the fete given by the duke, and of their wait- 
ing so scrupulously till th& clock struck twelve on Pa I m - 
Sunday before they wpuld feat meat JEvery one's time 
now is employed in taking leave of; his friends : every 
body is in a hurry ; e^wy , bijdvj is setting out. The 
countess of Lude is come ^jKeirpqst to take leave of 
her husband ; she goes back again In a week, after she 
has he'd his stirrup, and sent him off to the army with 
the rest. All heie tremble for theirfViends. 

I passed my Palm-SuodayalSt* Mary's, in my usual 
way. Burillon ha* made a long stay here; but he is 
going aw a) at last, vis you hSve ordered him to attend 
his cbny. Your example leaves him not a word to say : 
he w ill have a fi;*e place of it ; it will cost him at lea>t 
£0,0- »0 francs for his table; but he knows where to get 
them *. Madame de C .... is ceriauily in.ul : .it least 
we think so lu re. What a whim, to wander about 
like an union - pnnce’S, when she might re- 
turn home ami live suci ibly with her mother, who 

* M. Udiiliou was au;bdjsaUor io die Luglbh court. 
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adores her, and whgftfe' greatest affliction is the foolish 
conduct of* her daughter!" and reason enough she lias 
to be afflicted, for in my life I, never met wild anv tlimg 
so i iiirculous. We do not know n hit her L.i Maians ill 
employed abo-e or below giound; she seldom seu her 
son*, or road, de pi ba\ctte, .m»l ilun Mays hut lor a 
mouiint, and -away again with mad. de Schomhcig, 
*ho comes to Jake lie r up: it is very vexatious not to 
be earned back by mad. do Sevign4 : she does not at 
all like to meet hie. 

Is your little hoy really- become brown ? I thought 
\<m said he Was fait ; to mo you always boasted of bun 
as sich: bid, seriously, ii he brown? T>o yn\ not 
jestwith me? I h we a gfe&t nnnd Co- tell }mi, that 
yojur gill is fair; but be it as h will, all your cluldiui 
carfy the mark of t..e workman about tlumi. 

The little Du T3oi$ f is gohe to ntti nd M. de Louvois J, 
ot.d I begin already to feel ip* absence. I weni j ester- 
day to the post-office to endeavour to make .riends 
there, or sec if Du Bois had not recommended n.e to 
somebody; bftt they were all newfa.ci, and d.d not 
seem to think roe of ifcny grpfct consequence. I begged 
of them to let my letters be put by themselves, and I 
would send in the morning, which I did not fail to do; 
but they si nt nje wowlthat there was none for me. I am 
fallen from the clouds! I cannot live without a letter 
from you : pm haps, you fcnay have directed them under 
cover to somebody in the neighborhood, and they will 
be sent me tp- morrow. 1 wish it may be so, and .that 
I may be able to place our correspondence, as to post, 
upon the same footing as before. 


* M. de la Rochefoucault. 

■f* The p >st-mister whom mad de had < nqiged in her interest 

to ilnau* the to. respondent t between htr IdUijhter and her. 

J i'osl-iiusier geiieidl and ol »m. 



or 


1 25 ’ 


LETTER GXC'VIII. 

TO TIIF SAM C. 

Paris, 1 » 'ay, April *2.' 1 67 - 

I tic mv i n y mu letter of the 13 th mutant, puusely 
^htn it was too late to answer it; for qotwiths andin h 
all tlx calf ] had taken ahowt the post, it had 1> < n kit 
to the can icssnes? of the cleiks, which WA 9 just what I 
appichc ruled. I shall use all my endeavours to main 
some new fuend at the post-oflicc ; but, ifi fact, I h .d 
min h rather be off, if my* poor aunt would decide, it is 
ciued to vay this but it is no less cruel to find d ity 
thus bar my way, when I was leadj to coim to you. 
M\ | ii event situation is far from bung agree tble, 

I am veiy impatient to know what passed in your 
journey to St. Bauine*: it is jour Notre Dam* cite 
'An"€8. The marejui'. de Vince, who is i\tre.iuly ob- 
liging and civil to me, has given me a frightful de- 
scnption ot the way to it, He has lost bis eldest son 
lately: 1 ically pity the poor v mall ; fore try often the 
teais would start irom His eyes, if be did nut struggle 
with himself to n press them; lie appeal* to be \uy 
waim in jour in c lists 

1 have been with the cardinal to see madame de la 
Fayette: we found her better than she was at Paris. 
We hail a gnat deal of conversation about you. lie \s 
to leave us next Monday, and will hid jou adieu is lie 
bid you welcome, lie lovts \ou sintuely; and \uu 
may bt suie ot his aiisvvei to the proposal conn i mug 

* Saintt V* linn is i lai «j • ) cut out in the solid ink, w1im» , 
ity tradition of tin country. i>ui wit oil any itawnaldc iound mon, it 
i* slid, tint St Mary Ma^duUn rcuu.il, to fimsli her div* hi pci itu ce 
ant uioiuTii anon. 



< If ADAM* f)E SKY1UNL. 


127 


ii % bun.* archbishop of Ai\. Wd wuc laying down 
(Ik life he would Itad, divided betwnn the dcsiie ot 
seeing you, and the It ir of making himsclt iuIkuIoiis : 
\u i< i'll! itcd the horns, and hxid tin punishments tor 
tin. iiwst who shoul 1 pit mum to maki m\ u mu Us upon 
his alt u lunenr to V n I ln$ com us it ion hid like to 
h ivt timed us he \ < u l Ikuri*. I) Hat qtu \ ilh , and 
Aie al hi Pontcam, mu with us and I was in git at 
state w ith these thiee men 

I am going to take a walk l u t In ee or fotn bouts at 
f nrt: lam very melancholy, mil cannot gi\e vent to 
my sadnist here: I will tiy what the widure of the 
$1 ung, and the music ot the nightingale s, tan do to- 
w aids restoring the tranquillity of my mind Hint is 
nothing to be stt n tine, but fxnsoiiH taking It «ne ol one 
another, and there is no passing in the streets for wag- 
gons and equipages* I shall return here to morrow to 
send oil ray son's; but that I shall do with very little 
trouble, for the} are only chests that cm be t ik« n by 
porters. He bought all his horses m <»tnu n\ 1 shall 
take care to supply him with money dunn.' the cam- 
paign. Yesterday I took tqy leave of tilt UuU mm- 
iuralf: l could hardly forbear in ping 11m i im- 
p n 411 will bi a warm one, jin i I haw no gu it d< p« nd- 
t in i mi his care of himstli Poto dun pin ( he in mu Li £ 
must bt Ins device after all. \ lieu, my di u, 1 shaft 
siy no more to you at present I am 0 oing to ^ t. 

luuint , that is, 1 am going to a pact wlim l shill 
do nothing but thins oi yo j, and puli ips, too otfirtion- 
atily Jt will be \ci\ (1 fin ult for rut to f i hoJd the 
g ultiis, tin wilks, tht In i h brid n «, the iveuur, the 

1 1 hi of tlic ( u i sir maul. 1 1 I uY^tU nua a< 

t t t 

f I ly rrd f,riyiAi 

l ilu _,li dio t » Ji ration, 1 t 



LETTERS 6t 


128 


the mill, the prospect, the Wood, &c. without 
thinking of my beloved child.. - 

Litlie Duquin is appointed first physician to the king ; 
so you see that favour can do as much as merit*. 


LITTER *CXCIX. 

- v 

FROM MADAME DE 8EVIGNE Tu TAIE COUtfT DE ISL'SST. 

i* 

;• v Park, April 21,1 t>;a. 

You mu’-! know I did not receive your letter of the 
nineteenth of March, which you sent by^the bom-t 
tradesman who gives long credit and seldom duns, 1 ill 
*' 'yesterday. Would to God we could find tradesmen of 
the same description hcrel but these sort of folks have 
become sad plagues for a long-time. Every body knows 
that what I say is true. We arc all in despair; we 
have not a farthing in our purse, we have no nuans of 
borrowing, our tenants do not pay, and we dare not 
coin, I). cause we do not wish to be sent to the devil; 
yet all the w orld is going to the army with an equipage. 
Jt is not easy to tell you how this is contrived. The 
miracle of the loaves and fishes is no longer a wonder. 
1 think you are happy in ybur misfortune, m being ex- 
empt f’noiii joining the army. I should be grieved, if 
the only favour you had obtained for so long a pi rind 
was that of standing ihe chance of being killed, li is 
enough that the king knows your good intentions. 

f Vakn, nrlio sucemk' 1 . Duquin, unit wlio win a still iu>’->r j.hi - 
ci.ui, oh 1 lint’. I his \> } . « by me.ir* id ;i ; ill 1 f fifty thou-an'i i 1 . »v. . . , • » 

idiuin.il If "is il’is V.ilt't »i’ 'iM I'd* :i n»t.' t.i i, - 

4 ... 1 , luvai m’ hr !\i : k- 1 a r’u li »i* tic i t I'l. 1 r mit* of ft *ij.i.i. Hi ,s 
also mt> 111 u K’i!!i ig I. * iis\l . 111 1 '>;>■■» Wi<*r «• ir tl'to* r>> st'St \ 
ignorant p 1, i'ii id*i* t t’ »*u.. il, u ..l puuilarh ll r ih*»-c ni o 
were ci'IeJ. tip. c r at w. .1.1. 
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When he wants you, h‘e knows w here to find you ; and 
as nothing cscapea'&is memory, he will not perhaps 
forget the services ybh have rendered him. In the 
moan time, enjoy the pleasure of being the only man 
of yotir rank who can boast of having bread to eat. 

I lltTif vo I liave^hefore given you my opinion of some 
of your letters to the king: they delight me. I saw a 
young man at the college of Clemiont. who was worthy 
of being your son. I made him a short visit, and I in- 
tend some day to invite him to dinner. I supped the 
other evening with Maniramp and his sister, the mare- 
chale d*Ksfrees. She told me she should go to tin* col- 
lege to see our Rabutin. We talked a good deal about, 
you. As for Manicamp and myself, whenever we meet)/ 
we do not fail to introduce you in someway or other; 
we regret you, think no one eijunl to you, and each 
repeats to the other some witticism of yours: in short, 
you ought to l)c very much pleased with us. I do not 
know whether you have heard that the marshals d*Hu- 
inieres and de Kellefond are exiled, for having refused 
to obey M. de Turenue when the army shall have 
joined. 


LETTER CC. 

FIlOM MVDAME DE SLVIG SL TO MADAME f>K URIC NAN. 

Furls, Wednesday, A |i» il ‘27,*1G72. 

I sn\tf. answer your two letters, and thui give you 
some news from lienee. Monsieur de Pompnnne saw 
the fiiM letter, and I intend to show him tin* greater 
part of the second; he is gone: it was m taking 
leave* of him before his departure, that I showed it 
him; for it was impossible to say any thing better,, 

u 5 * 
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than what you wrote* conce rning your affairs : he ad- 
mires you extremely. 1 dare not tell you to what he 
compares your style : he was charmed w ith your de- 
Bcription of St. Baume; and will, 1 am sure, be much 
more so with your second letter. The bishop *, fr *kes 
every opportunity of expressing his desire to be rec n- 
ciled to \ oti : as lie finds matters in such a train here, 
as to make suc h a reconciliation his interest, he is wilt- 
ing to do himself the c redit of an inclination so suitable 
to Ins character and profession. It is thought, that in 
a few da\s there will he a first president appointed for 
you-)-. 1 am extremely obliged to you for your lively 

description of St. Haume, but it will not in the least di- 
minish my desire of seeing that hideous grotto. The 
greater the difficulty in gelling to it, the greater will 
be my inclination to go; but after all, 1 do not much 
care about it, for jou are the only thing I seek in IVo- 
vence : when 1 have you, 1 shall he in possession of all 
I wish for. My poor aunt c ontinues extremely ill : I 
say a thouvmd kind things to her in your name, which 
she receives with pic. .sure. M. de la Trousse writes 
her the finest things imaginable ; 1 have no idea of 
t he*e pi of essions to the dying. If love for me were to 
begin at such a time, I had as lief be without it. We 
should show our love during life, and endeavour, as 
you, mv dear child, know so well how to do, to make 
it pleasant and happy, instead of heaping on those who 
love us sorrow and vexation; it is rather too late to 
change when our friends are dying. You know how I 
have always laughed at what is called being good-heart- 


• The bishop of Marseilles, between whom and the Grignan family 
there hud twen a dispute. 

f For piutcncr, vacant by the death of monsieur d'Optfde, 
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ed at bottom: I know but one sort of good-hearted* 
ness; it is yours, and is sufficient to satisfy the most 
scrupulous. 

I shall send madume di* (\>u hinges that part of my 
leUtj* which belongs to her; that dear Hitr must be 
cimrtiTO a thousand pieces; however, 1 shall ha\e a few 
hundreds to my own share to comfort myself with: all 
near, all charming as these letters are, shall I tell you, 
my lovely child, that 1 heartily wish to receive no more 
of them ? J'ut now for news. 

The king sets out to-mormw : there w ill be a hundred 
thousand men the less in Paris, according to the best 
calculations, from the dilfereiit tjuarters of the city: 
for the last four days, I have done nothing but tafce^ 
leave. 1 was yestuday at the citadel, to bid adieu to 
the grand-master*, but I dal not find him there: how- 
ever, I found La Troche there w t oping for her son, and 
the countess -[ weeping for her husband : she h id a grey 
hat on, in which, in the excels of her piief, she bu- 
lled her face : it was an od l si^hi. 1 bt lieve there are 
very few instances of ha’s being seen on such occasions; 

I think I would for once, at least, have put on a cap or 
a hood. They both set out this morning, the wife to 
the faraily-'eat, and the husbjjfljJ to the war: good 
heavens, what a war! it is liktSy to be the most san- 
gujnary and fatal one that has taken place since the 
passage of Charles VIII. into Italy; and so the king has 
been told. 

The Issel J is defended with twelve hundred pieces of 

• The count de Ludr, grand- master of ihe ordnamc. 

•f Retire- Elenorele Boui 1^, firu wife to the count «Ie Lurie, watt 
great huiitre<»s, and dressed on tliose occas.ous like a man : she spent the 
greater part of her life in the couutrv, following 'the diversions of llie 
field. 

X According to the Dutch pronunciation, the Scheld. 
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cannon, and 6'), 000 infantrv, besides three towns, an 
a large river, oil this side of it. The count de Ciuiche, 
who knows the country, showed us a map of it at ma- 
dame de VenieuiTs; it is an astonishing enterprise; 
the prince of Comic is very much occupied wit l \ it. 
The other day a pleasant sort of a fellow came ro i.am 
to say he knew a secret to furnish him with money. 
n Mv friend, M said he, " I thank thee; but if thou hast 
any invention by which we may pass the Issel without 
being knocked on the head, thou wilt oblige me by 
communicating it, fori know of noitel” II is Ik utejiauts- 
goneral were the marshals d’Humieres and dc Ifrllcfond, 
of wdiom I have some particulars to give, which you 
flight to be informed of. The two armies are to join ; 
the king will command monsieur*, nn ii-eur the 
prince f, the piince M. de '1 uremic, and dc Tuiennc 
the two m irdiaN, and even the army of M. de Crequi. 
Th* king mentioned this to the marshal de Bcdlcfund, and 
told him, that it was his will he should obey M. de 
Turenne, w itlumt considering bis rank. The maishal, 
without taking time to reflect of it, (this was his fault) 
replied, that he should not be worthy of the honour his 
majesty had confeired on him, if he disgraced himself 
bv an obedience that had no example. The king, 
with mm h goodnature, desired him to retract the an- 
swer he had made; and told him that he wished it from 
a. feeling of fiiendship, as his disgrace would be the 
consequence of his refusal. The marshal replied, that 
he jsavv he should lose the happiness of his majesty's 
favour, and ruin his own fortune; but tin’s appealed 
to him more eligible, than to forfeit his esteem; and 
that he could not obey M. de Turenne, without disho- 


* The duke of Or’cans, the king’s brother. 
f The yriuce de Cond<*. 
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nouring the dignity, to which lie had raised him. 
“ Then/’ said the k$#g; “ we must part/’ the marshal 
made a very low bow, and took his leave. JM. dc Lou- 
vois, who does not love him, immediately sent him ail 
ords^to go to Tours. His name is erased out of the 
liiftfi^fhe king’s household : he is in debt fifty thousand 
drowns more than all his estate is worth : he is utterly 
ruined ; but he is contented. It is believed he will re- 
tire to La Trappe. He offered his equipage, w hich was 
made at the king’s expense, to his majesty, to be dis- 
posed of as he pleased. This was interpreted as a de- 
sign to affront the king, though nothing could he more 
innocent. His friends and relations, and all who have 
any attachment to him, are inconsolable: inadame det 
Yillars* is so likewise. Do not fail to unite to her, and 
to the poor marshal. The marshal d’Huniiercs, who 
was supported by AI. de Louvois bad not appeared at 
court since, and waited till the marshal de Crcqui had 
g ; ven his answer. He came post from the army to give 
it himself: he arrived yesterday, and had a conversa- 
tion of an hour with the king. The marshal de Gram- 
mont was called in, who maintained the rights of Llwj 
marshals of France, and desired tin* king to judge who 
did the greatest honour to that dignity; they who, to 
support his grandeur, exposed themselves to the danger 
of disobliging his majesty ; or he who was ashamed to 
bear that title, who had effaced it out of every place 
where it was found, who esteemed the name of marshal 
as an injury to him, and who affected to command in 
quality of a prince. The end of all this is, that the 
marshal de Crequi is gone to his country-house to plant 
cabbages, as well as marshal d’Hurnicres. 

This is at present the only subject of conversation. 


* She was a Belle fund, and was auut to the marshal*. 
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It is much disputed whether they did well or ill : their 
partisans on both sides are warm ill the debate. The 
countess * has talked herself into a sore throat, and the 
count dc Ouiche is so hoarse he cannot speak : the de- 
bate between them grew into a perfect coir.< dy ; r it-was 
.necessary to separate them. The 'truth is, jire 

three men of great importance in carrying on the wvr, 
and it will be difficult to supply their places. THe 
prince is very much concerned at losing them, thinking 
the king's interest must suffer by it. 3VI. deSchomberg, 
having commanded armies in chief, is likewise un- 
willing to obey M..dp Turenne. In a word, France, 
though it abounds so 'much in great generals, will 
scarcely find one who will accept of employment in 
consequence of this unhappy misunderstanding. 

M. d’Aligre has the seals; he is fourscore years of 
age ; they are only deposited with him. He is chosen, 
like a pope, merely with a view to a quick succession. 

I have just been making the tour of the city. I have 
been with JM. de la Rochefoucault ; he is oppressed with 
grief upon taking leave of his sons ; but in the midst of 
this concern, he begs me to say a thousand tender 
things to you from him. We have had much conver- 
sation on this melancholy occasion. All the world is 
in tears, for their sons, their brothers, their husbands, or 
their lovers. He must be of a miserably selfish temper 
who is not deeply interested in the departure, as it were, 
of the whole kingdom. Dangeau and the count de 
Sault t came to bid us adieu. They informed us, that 
the king, instead of setting out to-morrow, as it was 
believed he would, in order to prevent the illusion of 
tears, went this morning at ten, without letting his in- 

* Madame de Fiesque, who always went by the name of thi countess* 
t Aftflprards duke de lea Dig uteres, 
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tention be known. He had a suite of twelve only with 
him ; the rest will follow. Instead of going to Villen* 
Coterets, he is gone to Nanteuil, where it is thought 
that othds who, have disappeared of late* will meet 
him-^To -moirow be is to go to Soissons, and after- 
wa|dS>«itl pursue She route that was first resolved on. 
Iwou do'not think this gallant, you have only to say 
so. The universal melancholy that reigns there, is be* 
yond imagination. The queen remains m quality of 
regent: all the principal companies h&ve been to pay 
their compliments to her. This is a strange war, and 
begins dismally. 

On my return hither, 1 found our good cardinal, who 
came to bid me adieu: we talked an hour tng< thei ; he 
has written you a little valedictory epistle, and he sets 
out to-morrow. M. d’Usez is going away too : who is it 
that is not leaving Pans? alas! it is I only, but I shall 
have my turn as well as otheis. I approve your Mo- 
naco excursion. Itris tiue, as you sa^ f that it is a cruel 
thing to take a journey of two hundred leagues, and at 
the end of it to find oneself at Aix : but this jaunt will 
suit the delay of my own journey. I shall amve per- 
haps at Gngnan neaily as soon as you. 

I beg, my dealest child, that you will let me hear 
fiom you regularly. 1 am like a lost creature without 
vour letters. 


* The* duchess de la Valli&re. 
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letter ccl 

TO THE SAMB. 

*" P^, Friday, April 07 . . 

^ Monsieur d’Us&z went this morning ; I took t> niy le* e 
of him with the concern that ts^ftttural on ]ostg£ * per- 
son 00 useful and friendly as be&as been ifi '$km affairs ; 
Tam sensible Of his merit, and. love and honour him 
exceedingly. .$ li hope for the pleasure of seeing him 
again in Pfotence ^ou ought in all things implicitly 
to follow his advtco; he knows how matters go here, 
arid will on evefy^prgper occasion stand up for the ho- 
nour of M. do Grlgnan. I halm written to M. de Pom- 
ponne, and did not fail to enclose two sides of your let- 
ter ; nothing can be added to what you have said. Had 
1 attempted to copy ir, I know I should have heighten- 
ed some expressions, or rather indeed have low* red 
them, which would have robbed them of half their 
strength : I have seconded your letter by one of my 
own, wherein I desire him to observe the turn they have 
given to this business, and in what a fawning artful 
manner they strive to cloak their insatiable desire of 
croising M. de Grignan in all his undertakings. I am 
sure this will have a favourable effect on M. de Pom- 
ponne, for it is directly contrary to the proceedings of 
honest and upright men. When l lay hold of a cir- 
cumstance of this nature, I know \eiy well how to 
place it its its proper light, and make it properly esti- 
mated : I expect his answer with impatience. 

Our cardinal set off yesterday. There is not now a 
single man of quality in Paris: they aie all gone wdth 
the king, or to their respective governments, or else 
into thflpcountry • of the latter, however, there are but 
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few. I think M. de S*** f hasroneh greater courage 
than those who are to pass d^?J$sel : he, tlifeug^oung, 
rich, axtf in his been able to see every man 

of nferit and fortune joitrfhe army, with aa* much indif- 
ferq^ ,v \about fol loving tlfOm, as if they had been go- 
ing jpa$r paity to pj&lmetls ; I did not say a hunting - 
pa^ly, fqr then he^ukl infallibly have followed them : 
he k 

he will remain during he is 

than thereat who bllhdJy^followopinidlS, laregina%el 
mmde . It is certainjfyib^fer tcfcbc aphtlosop her, 4hd 
pass otters Mffg^n ease ^and tranqhillhfe >bart to be ex- 
posed to ji^rp^tual dangers, and lead a lifeoftttffand 
hazard for a mere phantom : tUufcjudl$|Ously argues M. 
deS***. , V ^ 

Every ’body is aajfyind out of spirits | not a day 
passes without Heeing some oifOther of one's relations go- 
ing to expose themselves to the most imminent danger* 
This is a heart-breaking reflection. The king himself 
was not exempt from this weakness, in this sudden de- 
parture. It is positively asserted, that he was received 
by some certain persons at Nanteuil, who are not to 
return very speedily to St. Germain, on account of a 
little business they hav$ to transact two or three months 
hence, which will be best done a, a country-house 
The king is much less incensed against M. de Crequi 
than again- 1 the two nthei££. because he gave his rea- 
sons in a very proper maimer. Marshal Jiellefond an- 
swered too drily, too cavalierly. We 'should Hot for- 
get what is necessary on such occasions. 

You are now on your journey, my dear ; you can- 

f Jiy the letter of the 10th of May following, it is plain that 
M. dc Sully is the person alluded to. 

t Machine de Mouteipan, who was near her confinement, is pro- 
bably alluded to here. 
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not do any j^hing bettCPat present ; we are not always 
in a situatioit, or in a k^pur, to travel. If you were 
less adventurous, 1 should bebapptetjf bet you love to 
attempt uncommon exploits, 4Uid go where wheel has 
never passed before ; t h is gives Itfc uneasiness, -'Take 
my advice, iny child, and do pat ufS^lrilV, ride 

on horseback, or be carried in a li$er, Uke other petite. 
Consider what it i*to have or neefc broken. 

$frite to me as often as ypS't 1ft, especially from 
Monaco, H 

•*« i 

I am on very good terms with t|e count de Guiche ; 
I have seen him several times at M. de^la Rochefou- 
c auk’s, and at the hotel de Sully: he always attacks 
me ; he fancies l have wit ; wehave chatted and jested 
a good deal with one another. He lias told me how 
dreadfully his sister * has been by having been 

bled unskilfully, and theaccouBt has excited my com- 
passion and alarm. I have never seen him with his 
Chvnene f ; they are personages so exactly formed upon 
the model of an old romance, that no one suspects them 
of indelicacy in their passion, and it is thought they 
have good reasons to observe inviolably the laws of 
honour. 

It is two months -since La Marans has seen her son * ; 
he has no very high opinion of her. Shall 1 tell you 
what she said the other day r Her sayings, you know, are 
often extraordinary. She declared that for her part, 
she had rather die than grani^ Favours to a man she loved ; 
Ikt if she found a man that loved her, and who was not 
perfectly disagreeable, and that she was entirely free 

* M i liiiiu* dr Monaco. 

f M uUiuc de ikitsac. 

X Mommi-vu de l:i Hoihi foncauh the person always im ani in thtse 
letters 1>% tire sou of n.dtlanic de Mauris, lluu lady -always calling him 
sun, and he styling her mutUi, 
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from passion for him, she tptghlt per haps prevail with 
herself to venture on^ : Ut|le^nsptiance. Her son pre- 
M-rves in his thiil^ vi rtuous resolution 6f hers , 

and makes it aii ; lntkl)i|#4, rule, by which to judge of 
her intrigues. He approved of this distinc- 

tion piepiuTe, becaUtt nWas delicate and new ; lie had 
before conversed only with women of such gross minds, 
that they could not.’dj^Pp the oneltom the otheti-Hjptt 
always confounded tneifem that was loved, wftb hipi 
that was favoured : "but that it was agreeable to mfr 
nicer taste, to reforq^thejie old maxims, which were hot 
to be compaffd with the refined sentiments she endea- 
voured to- introduce, li is pleasant to hear his reflec- 
tions on this subject* Since lie has had ’this key to his 
mother's behaviour, he has lost sight*Vf her, but he 
draws iris own cousemMccs without any difficulty, 

' * * 

^ Friday night. 


I saw mad ame du Plessif“Belliere two hours ago ; she 
related to me the corttersation between the king and the 
marshal de Crequi*. It was long, earnest, affecting, 
and rational. If he had been the first to speak, the af- 
fair would doubtless have terminated happily ; he pro- 
posed five or six expedite which might have re- 
ceived, had not the king made it a law to himself hot 1 id 
yield to any accommodation. The marshal de Belle- 
fond has spoiled all. M.jjela Kochefoucault says, it 
is because he is unyielding, and that his mind does not 
easily dove-tail itself with the sentiments of ^others. 
The marshal de Crequi said to the king in despair, 
“ Siie, take from me the marshal's Staff; that inay be 
“done at your pleasure : lei rue serve this campaign 


* The uuibhdl de Cnrqui wb iui:-in-la.v to inadame du Plcsfris 
lkllicie. 
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simply ns njanjuis <|0Crequi; perhaps I may derive 
to ba^c it restoicd to^&gdin at the end of the wai ” 
The king was aik cted at thtfstfuatron in whx ii lx mw 
him, and as he went out of Up^oabine^ in an agony ot 
gritf, «<arceh knowing any 1)e inc t, he said to the 
marsh il dt V Ik roy, “ Follow tJwmarslnl thrfH^ipn, he 
is almost besidi himself ” lie spoke of him wnh esteem. 
And 'without usentmuit, ancHwte made his company of 
'guard* sene in the aimy. Tl ji marsh il is gone to his 
house at Marines near Pontoise, wrth his wife and chil- 
dren. The marshal d’Humieres is gone to Angeis. 
Thi*/ wy dear child, has been the only subject of con- 
versation hue for these foui days* There fa not a soul 
of uny fashion left in Pat is. ** 

i 

Vwci vo«rc totitg 
Venw, roeofott* oalaviHsfl 
Parity tyfai d’amour i 
Mins juiqtft li ur retour •» 

My aunt is somewhat better thwi she way so that we 
are resolved to set out about the fniddfa or end of May. 
In the mean time, I shall carefully infoftd you of every 
thing that passes. Adieu, "my dearest child, 1 am 
yours without resene or limitation. 

* Now, now is your time, cotofaSSch smart powder'd cit, 

And make jour apprcmel^^ftid Sigh at our feet 
We puimtyou to tell with what passion you burn. 

But, hark je ! ’u> onlj tdt they can return. 
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LETTER CCU. 

TO THE SAM r. 

Fins, \\\ une-.il iv, MiJ 4, 1679, 

Frfs impossible, my dear child, to tell you how much I 
pitv, how much 1 prai&e, and how much l admire you: 
thus I divide' m\ di&LOUiM* into three heads. First, / 
pity you m being sn subject to the vapouis and low spi- 
rits, aN they will certainly do you much harm. Se- 
condly, I ptsiise you fqr subduing them whui there is 
occasi mi, especially on M.de Grigiiaii’H account, whom 
thev must make very uneasy ; it is a pleading proof of 
the re i* .t id and considerf^ion you have for him. third- 
ly, and lastly, I admire you for suppressing your natural 
inclination, to appear what you are not : this is teally 
heioic, and the fruit 0 ^ your philosophy you have 
ample matter in yhurfelf to oaU it into exercise. ,We 
were saying t heather day, that there is no real eyif in 
life, except groat pain ; all the rtst is merely lroagin- 
ai\, and depends.on the tight in which we view things. 
All other evils are curable either by time, moderation 
in our wishes, or strength^ mind ; and may be light*” 
ened by reflection, reUggttfa'Or philosophy. But pain 
tyrannises over botji body. Confidence in God 

may indeed enable us to kar it with patience, and turn 
it to our advantage, but it'WiltjpOt diminish it. . 

r l Ins seems to 9avour of the Fftytfbourg ffeint Ger- 
m nn *, but it comes fiom my pdftr punt's 'up u'ment, 
■^Tvlnie I was the leader of the converts lion. The suh- 
jec t jiO'ie natuially f*oin li rextienu ^ujenrigs, wlnth, 

* I Ii-t is r r >m mil me <h Id I i «'’■>, .it who r hf 1 e M. (I** 

ll» h inna !*, and jo l.' of tli* mo-*i silttl ituijj.i; i i lam, u il 
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she maintain are iftfinitely superior to every c\ it that 
life is subject to. M. de Ift Rochefoucault is of the 
same opinion : he is still tormented with tlio gout ; he 
has lo*»t his true motliei *, and he lamented htr death 
so tenderly and ufhctionately, t[jat 1 ahiyst adored 
lmn : sherds a woman of i \traordinary merit, ant^w as 
the only person in the world, he said, who was Un- 
changeable in her love to him. Fad not to write to 
him, both you and M. de Grignan. INI. de la Rorhc- 
foucault’.s aflectioo for his family is unparalleled : he 
maintains that it is one of the chains that attach us 
to one another. We have discovered, and related, and 
reconciled, many things relative to his foolish mother 
(madamc de Marans), winch explain to us clearly whit 
you once said, that it was not what we thought, but 
quite another thing : yes truly it was quite another 
thing, or perhaps better still, it was this and that too ; 
one was without prejudice to the other: she wedded 
the lute to the voice, and spiritual things to coarseness 
and indelicacy, , My Child* we have found 4 good vein, 
and one which explains the mystery or a quarrel you 
once had in the council-chamber of madame de la 1 ay- 
ette : I will tell jfou the rest in Provence. 

My aunt is in a state which does not seem likely to 
terminate. Your journey^ exceedingly well-timed, 
perhaps ours may tally We have a great de- 

sire to pass some part of our Whit&untide on the road, 
either at Moellhs or at Joyous. The abbe wishes it no 
less than myself There is not a man of quality (of the 
swoi d I mean) In Palis. I went on Sunday to hear mass 
at the M minis. u shall find our poor Minims quite 
dtsiuUd,” said T to m.uh moUelle de la Tiousse, ,f we 
shall not find a cieatuie then*, except the maiquis d’AI- 


* Cjj 1 ) idle i’u Liancourt. 
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luve*.” Well, we went into ^e^churcK, where the 
fir^t and only creature we saWWas the marquis d'Alluye: 

1 could not help laughing till I fairly cried at the oddity 
of the thing ; in short, he* i« left behind, and is going 
to his government on the sca-coast. The coast must 
be guarded, you know. 

T.ie lover of her whom you style the incomparable f, 
did not meet her at the first stage, but on the road, in 
a house of Sanguin’s, a little beyond that which you 
know : he remained there two hours, it is thought he 
then saw the children for the first time. The fair one 
stays there attended by a guard, and a female friend ; 
she is to be there for four or five months. Madame de. 
la Valli^rc is at St. Germain’s: madame de"Thianges is 
herewith her father; lsaw her daughter the otln r clay, 
she is beautiful beyond all imagination. Some people 
pretend that the king went straigiit to iVuntcuil, but it is 
certain that the fair one is at the house called Geniloi. 
1 tell you nothing but the truth ; there is nothing I hare 
a greater aversion and contempt for than idle stories. 

You have taken your departure then, my dear ; well, 
I will live in the hope of hearing from you at every 
>tnge. 1 shall not be behindhand on my side. I have 
managed so well as to find a friend at the post-office, 
who is very careful of our letters. I have for these se- 
veral days past been occupied in adorning my cottage ; 
Saint Aubin has effected wonders. 1 shall sleep there 
to-morrow. 1 swear to you that the reason 1 like it so 
well, is because it is intended for you. You wiRlje very 
well accommodated in my apartment, and I shall not 
be less so. I will tell you how charmingly every thing 
is contrived. I am extremely uneasy about your poor 

* Paul triv.c!ouUca’i, im.fj ii r a.»cl »!•- Souirlis, governor of 

llip i!iy ainl courtly wf <)rl«a*is, and of tli* P.ijs t Ii.iti.iiii. 

f The Lin" and ilia lime de >1 i.r.cqxn. 



LEJfEJB OF 


in 

brother ; thS* tcrri^^War mirices us tremble for those 
we love : whenever I tniftk of it, it fills me with horror ; 
but then again, I comfort myself with the thought that 
it may not be so bad as I apprehend, for I have remark- 
ed that things seldom happen as we expe ct th em to do. 

Pray let me know what has happened between the 
princess Harcourt and you *. Brancas is dread\j)ly 
chagrined that you do not love his daughter. M. 
dT.se/ has promised to re-establish peace between all 
parlies : 1 should be glad to know what has occasioned 
the coolness between you. 

You tell me of your .son, that his beauty grows less, 
and lus merit increases ; I am sorry for the loss of his 
beauty, and l am rejoicni to find that he loves wine; 
this is a little spice of ISritany and Burgundy together, 
which w ill produce a charming effect with the prudence 
of the (ji ignans. As for vour daughter, she is quite the 
reverse ; her beauty increases, and her merit lessens. 
I assure you, she is very pretty, but as obstinate as a 
demon ; she h%s her little wills, and little designs of her 
own; she diverts us extremely; she has a beautiful 
complexion, blue eyes, black hair, a nose neither hand- 
some nor ugly ; her chin, her cheeks, and the turn of 
Jber face, are fkultli ss. I shall say nothing of her mouth, 
it will do very well. She has a very sweet voice : ma- 
dame de Cotllanges thinks it suits her mouth admirably. 

I fancy, my dear child, that I shall at last be a con- 
vert to your opinion. I meet with vexations in life 
that are insuppm table, and find, notwithstanding my 
fine reasoning at iln beg uiling of this letter, tin re are 
many evils which, though less severe than bodily j am, 
are ncveitluU>s equally to be dreaded. I meet with 

* Frunros ill* l*ranras, wilt* i f A’| 'u rco Henry Clurrs-s, of I/irrain 
prince <>l llaunu.; ; and iLinghtei »>i (Juries He Braurai, gentleman ot 
honour 10 queen Anne uf Au»u«u 
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yiicIi fuquent disappointments, .that 1 think with you, 
that life is \cry disobliging. 

When the chevalier do Lorraine vent away, he was 
making lot e to the angel*, and Monsieur seemed lo 
approte of it. Madame do C'oetquen f has not been 
able, they say, to resume the thread of her discourse: 
inflame dc Rohan has resigned ; she, and her whole 
family, are lodged at the hotel de Vilri. I expect letters 
from M. de Pom [ tonne : we, that is, you, have no first 
presi '« nt yet. 


LETTISH CCIII. 

to Tiir. s\ME. 

1'aiis, 1 * iila \ , May 6, lf»75. 

AIy dear child, I must loturn to narration, it is a folly 
1 can never resist. Picpure, thei fibre, for a description. 
I was yesterday at a service performed in honour of the 
chancellor Si guier J, at the Oratory. Painting, sculp- 
ture, music, rhetoric, in a word, the fuurjiberal arts were 
at the expense of it. Nothing could exceed the beauty 
of the decorations : they were finely imagined, and de- 
signed by Le Brun. The mausoleum reached to the 
top of the dome, adorned with a thousand lamps, and a 
variety of figures characteristic of him in whose honour 
it was erected. Beneath were four figures of Death, 

* E('ui6a-EU£ubcih Ruuxel, daughter to uuirshal deGraucia. 

■f* It is well known tha* she wms his mistress at the time t\ir«?nne was 
making love to her: and that, having run filled to her. die ferret of Ma- 
dameis voyage to England, she told it to the ehevalier, who did not fail 
to Tell Muiisieur of it, and Monsieur immediately informed the king 
that he Ha* .leijuaiiited with the < m u instant r. baii« XIV. durnnicri- 
r*d Turenne extremely, by iufoiiniri" him at the same time that his se- 
cret was bet raw'd, and his miitrt&s unfaithful. 

\ Peter Seguier, who died the 2Sth of Januaiv, it,; *. 

VOL, II, if 
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bearing the marks of his several dignities, as having 
taken away his honours' with his life. One of them 
held his helmet, another his ducal coronet, another the 
ensigns of hi.s order, another his chancellor’s mace. The 
four sister arts, painting, music, cloriucnce^aiid sculp- 
ture, were represented in deep distress, bewailing the 
loss of their protector. The first representation 
supposed by the four virtues, fortitude, temperance, 
justice, and religion. Above these, four angels, or genii, 
received the soul of the deceased, and seemed pi ming 
their purple wings to hear their precious chaige to hea- 
ven. The mausoleum was adorned with a variety of 
little seraphs, who supported an illuminated shrine, 
which was fixed to the tep of the cupola. Nothing so 
magnificent or so well imagined was ever seen ; it is Lc 
l>run\s master-piece. The whole church was adorned 
with pictures, devices, and emblems, which all bore 
sonic relation to the life, or office, of the chancellor ; 
and some of his noblest acsions were represented in 
painting. Madame de Vernueil * offered to purchase 
all this decoration at a great price ; but it was unani- 
mously resolved by those who had contributed to it, to 
adorn a gallery with it, and to consecrate it as an ever- 
lasting monument of their gratitude and magnificence. 
The assembly was grand and numerous, but without 
confusion. I sat next to Monsieur de Tulle f, madatne 
Colbert and the duke of Monmouth, w>ho is as hand- 
some as when we saw him at the palais royal. (Let 
me tell you in a parenthesis, that he is going to the 
army to join the king). A young fatlu r of the Oratory 
came to speak the funeral oration. 1 desired Monsi°u^ 

• Charlotte de Se*:»d<'i, lm daughter, r.itnici!, Js f , Maximilian do 
Bethune, duke do Sidy, and, adly, Honr\ do IVuibon, duke de 
Verneiul. 

f JuLi v Ma»carun, bishop w* Tulle, a L'.lcbiated pre^her. 
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do Tube h» b.d iiim come iicmii, ami i«» mount the pul- 
pit m ln*» j)ic*cv * since nothing could Mi4a.n the bt jk »y 
of thg spectacle, ami the excellence i f tin- lnm-ic, hut 
the force of his eloquence. Idy child, t i* is voting man 
trembled when he began, and we all trenibu d tin him. 
Our cars w'ere aTfir&t struck w r iih a provincial accent; 
1/e is of Marseilles, and is called Lene. lUit as he reco- 
vered from his confusign, lie became so brilliant ; es- 
tablished himsdf so well; gave so just a measure of 
praise to the d< ceased ; touched with so much address 
and delicacy. all the parages in his life where delicacy 
was required; placed in m> true ^ light all that was 
most woitliy of adinuatioiii employed ail the charms of 
expression, ill the masterly strokes of cjoqueticc, with 
so much propriety and so much grace, that every one 
present, without exception, huist into applause, charm- 
ed with so perfect, so finished a performance, lie is 
twenty-eight years of age, the intimate friend of M. de 
Tulle, who accompanied him when he left the assembly. 
We were for naming him the chevalier Mascaron, and 
I think he will even surpass his friend. As for the 
music, it was fine beyond all description. Baptiste * ex- 
erted himself to the utmost, and was assisted by all the 
king’s musicians. There was an addition made to that 
tine Miserere; and there. was a Libera, which tilled the 
eyes of the whole assembly with tears : I do not think 
the music in heaven could exceed it. There were se* 
veral prelates present. 1 desired Guitaut to look for 
the good bishop of Marseilles, but we couldtfotsee him. 
I whispered him, that if it had been the funeral oration 
(jp any person living, to whom he might have made his 
court by it, he would not have failed to have been there. 
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This little pleasantry made us laugh, in spite of the so- 
lemnity of the ceremony. My dear chili], what a 
strange letter is this 5 I fancy 1 have almost Igst iny 
senses ! What i> this long account to you ? To tell you 
the troth, 1 have saliTud my love of description. 

The king is at Chaileroi, and will niaKt* a pretty long 
stay there. There is no forage yet to he found, and 
his numerous train carries famine with it whenver he 
goes. They are embarrassed at the outset of the cam- 
paign. Guitaut showed your letter to me and the ahlie ; 
the burthen of it is very obliging (Eiticy^z moi mi 
vie re *). How amiable you are, my child ! and how 
agreeably do you justify the unbounded aflection I bear 
you ! Alas ! I think bf nothing hut my journey ; leave 
the arrangement to me: 1 will conduct everything; 
and if my aunt continues to spin out the poor remains 
of life lo any great length, I shall certainly set nut; 
you arc the only person in the world who could induce 
^inc to leave her in so pitiable a situation. 1 am every 
moment thinking of my departure, but have not courage 
to fix the day. To-day iny journey is concluded on ; 
.to-iMrrow I am, irresolute. What you say, my dear, 
ip true; there are events in life, which arc vety dis- 
obliging. You beg me not to think of you in changing 
my house, and 1 beg you tu believe that I think of no- 
thing else; and that you are so dear to me, that you 
'Occupy my whole heart. I shall go lo-inorrow and 
deep in that delightful apartment, where you may be 
accommodated without displacing me. Adieu, my beau- 
tiful love, you are al present a traveller, exposed to the 
wide world ; 1 fear your adventurous humour. I can 
neither trust to you, nor to jM. de Griguan. It is, at 


• Send me mv mutl rr. 
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\on sny, a strange thing to find one's self at Ai\, alter 
hav ing gone two hundred league's; and at Si. Pilon 
. afu*r Ifaving climbed so high. Your K*t u-rs sometimes 
('•iritain very pleasant passages, but sometimes sentences 
uimii e«*cinu_yoUj as obscure as tln>-e j&t Tacitus. I 
stumbled upon this comparison, and it i a very just one. 
Icmhmce Grignan, ami Lins Iii«. right i lurk, beneath 
the 1 it lie tufted mole. 


LLrriitt cciv. 

TO TIIE SAME. 

P.iris, Friday, JV1 ay 13, 1073. 

It is certain, that the extreme, beauty of Livri would 
be capable of giving joy to my heart, if I were not over* 
whelmed with grief .it the melancholy situation in which 
T see my poor aunt, and with a perpetual desire of act- 
ting out ; joined to these, the illness of mailame de la, 
1 'a \ * t t*i d i V : • 'M" me. Ahei fur. mg hern in ( Lie court* 
try for upwards of a month, taking every necessary 
precaution, as she thought, against her disorder, aqtd re* 
turning to .ill appearance as sound as a roa£h ; si 
attacked a day or two alVer her arrival, vvith\att*gu« 
fit, attended with fever and delirium : this has reduqed 
her to a worse extremity than ever, and cauofct fail in 
the end to carry her otf. * Jiut her disorder, violent as* 
it is, docs not shock me so much as my aunt’s : it is thafc' 
which detracts me, by being a continual obstacle to my 
darling object, lint tru^t to me ; leave me to myself. 

1 -shall not go to Provence for a long time, if I do not 


* Si. IMou i. a cl u pel in die form of a <Iotn<-, built upon llie point 
of the rot k nf Sainu* Baurnc. It is only to be aU.iinr.J with infinite 
Ubuur. .in; l by a lOdtl c it in tbc i:ionii*diii. 
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if o thi i year : i hough von may be on the point of leav- 
ing it wh< n I arrive, yet you^lwst suffer me to see it ; 
and if the presence of the abbi can be of service to you 
in your affh rs, take advantage of his kind offer : many 
things may be done in little time: pj [y patience, 

help its to Ik -T h, be assured we shall not lose a sin- 
gle moment in fin:; <*u», evi n though we may in some 
respects he cicfii.i'n! in qgfirtasj'. The multiplicity of my 
duties destmys me : v. hat I do*is too much for me, and 
whaft’.iT 1 omit vexes m& Spring, which used to give 
me new life, is no longer spring to me. Alas ' ihese 
fine ditys are not madefyr wc, is still the burthen of m v 
song. I just continue, however, to keep my soul in my 
body. 

*1 can easily comprehend your desire to see T/mi. I 
hqpe you will enjoy it in your turn. I suppose M. 
fftJsAz has told you that the king Ins made a law with 
hinftself^to grant no indulgences of absence, but you 
«iyiay at least enjoy it, if it please God, during the life of 


the ah be. I asked a person the other day, to describe 
td>1jne whaji sort of spring yours is, and where your 
themselves to sing. I find thcie is 
|jf* them but rocks or frightful precipices of 
ekte orange-groves or olive-trees, and they do 
H^ffKo^ph bitter thing* s frty tell me something to 
gferievfe f«« honour of your country . 

I approve your journey highly. I am certain it must 
^e very amusing; the sound df the cannon has some- 
thing in it that appears to accord v.ith your grandeur 
^frniiy j tbet| is also something romantic in being 
received' like a princes# w herever you go; indeed yo^ 


want ndw and then a stranger or wandering prince to 


grace your history ; I fancy you have not many of 
those ; however, this is a circumstance of no great i:u- 
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uortance. You must tell n ie who accompanies you in 
'Au* little excursion. Moils. tie Martel * has written 
that he. w ill receive you like a queen of France. 1 cau- 
*m»t hut adnure the gcnetol of the galleys •), and hiscu- 
unus passion; he will not he put to much difficulty to 
[day the spCTTr.!* »> and expiring lover ; at least if lie is 
as corpultnt as you repiesuit him, he may easily die 
of suiiocation at his mistress's feet. It seems to me 
that you are on better terms together than you former- 
ly wore. At Marseilles, 1 understand, lie is passionately 
in love with me. 

Your h tters are sent very regularly : you may write 
oftener without fearing to inconvenience me. If you 
were good, you w ould have told me the history of your 
uneasiness the other day : I have puzzled" myself in vain 
to find out the cause. Your last letter makes me think 
you have enemies, hut 1 cannot conceive who they can 
be. La Marans has other tilings to think of: you afe 
at a distance from her, and cannot annoy her in any 
way. Besides; her sort of malice dot s not extend to 
things where. cart and application are necessary : you 
ought however to give me full information upon the 
subject. But, good Gdd ! what can they say, of 
I cannot be uneasy at it, persuaded as I urn,, that fatfik 
hood soon dies. If you haiichosen, my dear chi Id, 'you 
could h ive informed me better than you have done* 
Monsieur de Turenne is set out from Charleroi, at the 
head of twenty thousand men ; his destination is a se- 
cret. My son is still in Germany. We shall now 
in continual ap .rehension of hearing. from tfie. It 
is feared that De Ituy ter t, who grt^t&t $hval 

• Grnrral of the marine at Toulon. 

•j* Leuis-Victur Korin: thou art, duke de Vivoone. 

I 'flie Dutch admiral. 
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commander in the world, has engaged and defeated 
rount dTistrees in the channel. We know very little 
news here : it is said the king has forbidden any to be 
published : it is to be hoped, however, he will not con- 
ceal his victories from us. 

ha Troche, tin* abbe Arnauld, ntivl -\i? cie Varenne, 
dined with me vesterday in my cottage, which 1 love, 
because it wa-> built only for the pleasure of seeing you 
both there. Since 1 began this letter, I have seen Mar- 
seilles*; he appears as mild as a lamb; we did not 
engage in any controversy, but talked of the wonders 
that M. d'Usez and I intended to perform, to bring 
about a lasting peace. I shall not easily support the 
return of mad&me de Monaco, without bringing you 
with her; my good-natured disposition i* not yet chang- 
ed. 1 know, bcyOnd the shadow of a doubt, that La 3Vla- 
rans dreads your return, as much as it is possible to dread 
any thing : and that she will leaie no stone unturned 
to iMtse nw obstacle to it ; she i annul snppuit jour p:e- 
tscnco; If you will let me know a little more of the 
tricks that have been played you, I may perhaps be 
able to assist you m discovering the authors of them. 
¥ou are greatly obliged to Langlade ; he is no writer 
indeed, but he shows himself your friend on every oc- 
casion : he has spoken wonders to M. de Marseilles, 
and has puzzled him imrife than all the rest of your 
friends put together. M. Dirvai is gone for Lyons, 
from whence he is to set out for Venice : his equipage 
was in high taste, ancj^cxtremcly brilliant. lie says of 


yotj* ttifto t'odiaro quanto t'amai + ; for he pretends that 
y#jfh»slighte<y^|m. Monsieur de Mars iliac i wriu? 

The hUliop ot* Marseilles. 


•f* I tlvill lute dire as much as I have loved thee. 
X Slmi to llic duke dc la RochefouenuU. 
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word home, that they shall set out the 10th on a grand 
expedition : monsieur dc Turenne is inarched forwards 
at the head of twenty thousand men. 

lfttku *ccv. 

PHOM MADAME 1>E Sl'VIGNfc TO THE COUNT l)E BUSSY. 

Paris, May 1 1, 16/2. 

I must be very much changed not to understand your 
jests, and all the line passages in your letters. You 
well know, count, that we had formerly the gift of un- 
derstanding one another before we had opened our lips. 
One answered very pertinently to what the other intend- 
ed to say ; and if we had not wished to give each other 
the pleasure of pronouncing words with facility, our pe- 
netration would have almost spared us the trouble of 
conversation. When an intelligence of this kind is 
established between two persons, they can never be dull. 
Ill my opinion, to comprehend quickly is a very happy 
talent : there is a vivacity in it that is agreeable to 
others, and that makes us in good humour with our- 
selves. M. de la Rochefoucault says, truly, in his max- . 
ims, “ We love those better who comprehend us readily, 
than those who must listen to understand our mean- 
ing.” By the same rule you mod I ought to love one 
another the more for the intelligence that subsists be- 
tween us. I beg you to speak of me to every one who 
comes, and be careful to add some/little traits, in your 
own style, to the culogium the marchioness ofV* * * 
has, made on me. Be alert, and place! ^ourself beljfrcftr.- 
the two extremes, with as much skill as she has evinced 
volubility. 

No news is stirring. The king marches with the 
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army* hut vve know not where. His majesty’s designs 
are as secret as he could wish. An officer wrote the 
other day to a friend in town : " I beg you tq inform 
me whether we arc going to besiege jMacstrecht, or to 
pass the Issel. 1 * 

I assure you thi* campaign alanift“inc*Thuse wIjo, 
from their misfortune rather than their inclination, are 
not in the army, arc, in my opinion, the best otk One 
proof that the king is not tired of vour letters is, that lie 
reads them : he would not do this if it wtre unpleasant 
to him. Adieu, count : I am glad you like mine : it i“ 
a proof you do not hate the writer. 

FROM M. DE COIIUTNELLI. 

I iiavf. a great inclination, sir, to take another trip into 
Bourgogne. There are a thousand tilings upon which 
I long to converse with yon ; for my last visit was too 
short. I have not failed to profit by the passages you 
marked for me. Uy mind is still occupied with them, 
for in my opinion no one says such good things as your- 
self. You know I am no flatterer. Preserve the divine 
r manner you possess, which shows the man of quality, 
<and is pleasing in the highest degree ; I mean of having 
more thought than words, anil never using a word too 
much I do not say this to-havc an opportunity of in- 
troducing the precept of Horace ; for 1 can introduce 
... a precept unseasonably, merely to show my learning, 
if the fancy take me : you have long known me in this 
respf ct : to my mind you follow this rule of Horace 
T&lfl&r than any one. ‘ 

Horace speaks of a style of writing called satire , by 
which he means an agreeable discourse, and useful and 
pleasing reflections upon manners, whether good or 
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bad : and he describes it thus. It is not enough, lie 
says, to create a laugh ; though that is a great point : 

i * Ergo uob saiis cst risu diduccre rictum 

Auditoris, ct est quoedam luce quoque virtue : 

hut we must aisd>, both in writing and speaking, be con- 
cise, and avoid a superfluity of words, that our thoughts 
may be visible and striking, aiul not enveloped in a 
cloud of phraseology that obscures them : 

Est brc\i tat e opus, ut currat sin to min, neu sc 
Impediat verbis lussas ontrantibus aurcs. 

Moreover, we must not always be grave and severe, nor 
always smooth and agreeable, in our discourse : 

Et sennouc opus cst mudu tiisli, srpe jotoso. 

Neither should we dwell too long on the proofs of what 
we would advance, like the orator, nor enter too freely 
into the blandishments of the poet, who thinks only of 
amusing, not of profiting, his hearers : 

Dcfendentc vicem mode) rhetoris atquc jr>o0t£c. 

Sometimes even all this should be avoided, and nothing 
appear but the gentleman, who attends hut little to rule 
or order, and never fails to please by his negligence ; 
who never intrudes his thoughts, and often suppresses a 
thousand beautiful ideas which present themselves in 
crowds upon his subject, because he would not appear 
to be a man of superior understanding: 

— Interdum parcentis viribus, ttque 
Extenuantis cat consu!t6. 

This sir, upon my faith and honour, is what you ap- 
pear to me to observe better than any man 1 know. I 
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say so continually to our literati. If I come to Pussy, 
I will read the satires and epistles of Horace with you, 
and you will agree that it is impossible he should ever 
be excelled. This is the character Persius gives him : 

Omne vafer vitium ridrnii Flarrus mm x. 

Tangit, et ad mi sius circuin pweortlia Unlit. 

Madame dc Sevigne wishes me to undertake a pane* 
gyric of your epistlesf. Indeed, sir, Ovid himself ought 
to write it, in gratitude for the handsome dress in which 
you have clothed him. 

LETTER *CCVL 

FROM T11E COUNT DR BUSSY TO MADAME Dr. SLV1GN& 

Chasm, May 15, 167*2. 

I see plainly'*, my charming cousin, that you have this 
in common with many other people, that you must be 
praised to be agreeable. JJecause I assured you some 
time ago of the pleasure your letters afforded me, you 
have made your last agreeable from beginning to end. 
I know it is necessary to be in good humour, and that 
tile subjects should be happily chosen : but above all 
we must feel that the persons to whom we write will 
understand us; for otherwise we are negligent. In 
reality, nothing can exceed your letter ; for it abounds 
with the wisest things expressed in the most pleasing 
manner. I perfectly agree with you, that we ought to 
love another. Nobody knows your value so well as I, 
and nobody knows mine so well as you. It seems '.o 
me too as if no love were wanting on either side ; and 

t The translation of the Heroic Epistles of Paris to Helen, and 

Htlento Pari*. 
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this love will last, if we do not place more confidence 
in others than in ourselves. We gain no news from the 
^army because the plans are not only kept secret, but 
even when known, it is wished that they should not be 
told : this is right, You also are right in saying that it 
is an alarming campaign. I believe with yu that it will 
be a terrible one, and I will tell von why it must ne- 
cessarily be so. Those who are engaged wish to ac- 
quire glory or to die ; ami loose who look on love ex- 
traordinary events. Spectators, let me Ml you, are 
cruel, and unhappy spectators a thousand times more 
cruel than others. 

TO M. DE eonuiNELU. 

You delight me, sir, by saying I resemble Horace. If 
it be so, it is to nature I owe the obligation, for I have 
never read him. I do not know whether it be from 
likeness, that I am so delighted with the extracts from 
him, but I can assure you nothing ever delighted me 
more. My modesty will, however, prevent me from 
praising him much in future, lest you should think I 
am praising myself under his name, as we sometimes 
do when we praise an officer under whom we hatfft 
fought. I must, however, repeat, that I am charmed 
with him ; and if he could see your commentary upon 
him, he would be charmed in his turn. If the king 
thought as I think of you, I am certain he would order 
you to read Horace to the dauphin, and perhaps to 
himself. 
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LETTER CCVII. 

FROM MADAME n£ SEVIGNE TO THE COUNTESS DE GRIGNAN. 

Paris, Mnnrllj. ** y 18, 16/2. 

You ii acocunt of your journey, my sweet child, is ad- 
mirable ■ 1 think 1 am reading some pretty romance, 
the heroine of which is extremely dear to me, and I 
take the most lively interest in all her adventures. I 
cannot but think that this excursion, in the most en- 
chanting spot imaginable, surrounded with the choicest 
pc i fumes of nature, treated like a queen wherever you 
came, must have been delightful: an incident in your 
life so novel and interesting, could not fail to please; 
and though your heart led you some times to wish for 
nic, I am sure you were amused ; and this thought gives 
me real satisfaction. If von have formed the same de- 
sign this year that you did the last, to separate your- 
self M ill farther from me, you have succeeded better. 
Jmr^niy own part, I have not taken the same steps: I 
intend to act very "differently. Depend upon it, my 
dear, you will si e me at Grignan this summer: leave 
it to me, and I will bring it to bear, I warrant you. It 
is great presumption, indeed, to answer thus confidently 
for one’s actions ; but as it is with a due deference to 
the will of Providence, we may surely be allowed the 
liberty of expressing our desires and intentions. 

,1 shall make a point of seeing madame de Martel : 
the polite reception her husband gave you, requires no 
less at my hands. I receive all your little billets with 
the greatest pleasuie; they all bear marks of their au- 
thor, which cannot fail of pleasing me. I frequently 
hear from my son ; but, believe me, my lieai t is deep- 
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ly afflicted at the thoughts of this war: his regiment is 
going to join the king’.* arm^. 

It js thought we are going to he*iege Maestriokt. 
This siege is a little less alarming than the passage of 
the Issel. We really tremble whenever we receive any 
letters from iue army; but it will be much worse a, 
fortnight hence. 3VI. de la Rochefoucault and 1 mutually 
atllict and comfort each other. lie has three or four * 
sons there that are very dear to him. 

Madame la Marans came yesterday to madanie de la 
Fayette’s: she looked as gloomy as if she had entered 
into an agreement with Lucifer, and the day of its ter- 
mination was approaching. She certainly is in pro- 
found grief for some warrior, who has left- her without 
*®gW5&t ( *ii I should never make an end if I were to re- 
late all the kind tilings that M. de la ltoche foucau It says 
of you; how much he delights in talking of you, and 
in making me read passages in your letters: he is a 
good creature. Madame de la Fayette desires me to 
tell you, that though she never enjoys her health, she 
is not at all the more reconciled to death, but rather the 
contrary. Fur my part, 1 own there area great many 
disagn cables in the world ; hut yet. 1 am not so far out 
of conceit with it, as your philosophy would enjoin : 
you will find it a hard matter, my dear child, to get 
this fanciful love of life out of your mother’s head. 

You will have heard news of M. de Coulanges from 
himself +, that he hat seen M. dc Vivonne in his way, 
and that they pass their lives very tranquilly .Mid plea- 
santly with the marquis de Villeroi. My poor aunt con- 
tinues very ill, and is a spectacle to pu ree every heart. 
Our abbe embraces you. La Mousse honours you, and 


' Monsieur It Due, aftrnrenk monsieur le Prince, 
t Monsieur and ;.;^aa*e de Coolants were at that time at Jjgons 



both intend to see your Provence; fur myself, I only 
desire to sc«* you, and what U more, to see you, and 
see you for c\er. Yalcroissant has sent word that he 
had this honour at Marseille s, and that you were more 
beautiful than an angel ; preserve this beauty till I 
come. Your daughter is very amiable j^ihink I shall 
bring her with me; but I shall take all necessary pre- 
cautions not to run any risk with her : 1 will never be- 
lieve that a mother does not love her daughter if she 
is handsome. 

1 have no news to tell you ; my letters are very dull, 
compared with yours. 1 could not do better than send 
M. Pompoune what you expressed so well upon the 
aflhii at Marseilles. 

Your president tie Ttouc visits me sometimes: he is 
an honest man, but I do ,iot think it v\as he who in- 
vented gunpowder and printing. 1 do not know when 
you will have a first president; 1 believe lew persons, 
except those of Provence, are desirous of the place. 
Madame de Coetqucn has had the measles. Madame 
de Sully is gone to Sully with her husband : madaine de 
Vemeuil is a^Roui with hers: madaine de Castelnau is 
with madaine de Louvigni; and the marshal's lady is 
by herself, like a turtle mourning her absent mate. 
D’llacqueville is going into Britany ; if you want any 
more news apply to him, for we are so dull and lan- 
guid, that life is quite insipid to us. It is thought that 
we have invested Maestricht ; but nothing is yet con- 
firmed 
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JO THi: S\M!.. 

l\»rn, IVuKi}, Mi) 20, 1 (> 72 . 

t can easily understand, my dear child, (he pleasures, 
rhe magnificence, and ihe expense of your journey ; I 
mentioned it to our abbe as a serious aiHiir. IJut thoS0 
things are necessary : we should, however, examine 
whether we are willing to run the hazard of the abyss 
into which great expenses lead us. |i is to little pur- 
pose t(j take care of ourselves, when we enter truly into 
the interests of persons who are dear to us, anil feel all 
their sorrows, perhaps, more painfully than they do 
thernsclvefc; this is to destroy all the pleasures of life, 
and we must be mad still to cling to it. 1 may say 
the same of health; I have doubtless a great share of 
it. but it is of no other service to me than to enable euo 
to utUiul upon iho;e who are sick: that^reachei otva 
fever has made another attack upon poor ma&Ettie deto 
Fayette, and my aunt grows worse and worse #*ery day : 
when I leave her I go to La l ayette, and from her I re- 
turn again to my aunt : neither Livri, nor it* pleasing 
walks, nor my charming house, any longer amuse me ; 
and yet I must run to Livri for a moment, for I can 
scarcely hold up my head. See how Providence dis- 
tributes sorrows and evils; after all, mine are nothing 
in comparison of the state of my poor aunt. Ah ! 418* 
blc Indifference, where is your abo^e? you alon^ c ot& 
stitufc our happiness, and without you, all is inelUctual » * 
but since we must sulfer, it is better to ftuffer m this 
way than in any other. 

I have seen madame de Martel at her ow^fftnse* &nd 
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*aid ctery tiling to li«-r tli.it you may snppr.M*. llu 
husband has wiilttn hr r the moat extraordinary ac- 
counts of n our luiuty; he is overwhelmed with yen* 
civilities; ho gives \ou the greatest praises; she brought 
the letter to slum it me: 1 visited her afterwards, and 
f»o quitted ail your scores. Nothing could be more ro- 
mantic than your aquatic excursions, and your enter- 
tainments in that famous ship the Royal Lewis. The 
•real Lewis is in full march with all his army. The let- 
ters from thence say nothing positive, for evuy one is 
kept in ignorance of the place of their destination. 
Maestrickt is now out of the question. It is lcpnrtcd 
that they are going to possess themselves of three 
places, one on the Hhme, another on the Issel, and a 
third immediately afterwards. 1 w ill acquaint you with 
their names when I know them myself. Nothing can 
be more confused than the accounts w c have from the 
army ; every one is in the dark. It was but the other 
day, that a person of very considerable rank * wrote 
thus to one of his friends: I should he glad if you 
would inform me whither we are going, and if we are 
to pa9* the Issel* nr lay siege to Maestricht.” So that 
you may judge what information we have. I assure 
you all tins secrecy makes my heart ache. You arc 
happy in hating your husband safe, and doomed to no 
other suffering than that of having your frightful face 
to look at all day in a litter. Poor man, he had reason 
indeed to gel on horseback*, to avoid the continuance of 
-so disagreeable a sight! for how was it possible to look 
%ritsplong? A)$r! I remember once when coming 
!%0 m Britany, you sat opposite to me during the jour- 
ney ; and q^iat pleasure did I not feci in constantly 


* Mogpicur le Due. 
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looking o*i lint lovely face? It is true, indeed, we were 
m a t«»ch ; surely then there must be some curse pro- 
iwuiici it •upon litters *. 

Madame du Pui-du-Fou will not 'idler me to bring 
mv little girl with me: she says it is running a great 
risk ; ami I therefore submit. 1 would not willingly put 
her little ladyship’s person in danger, tor I love her 
most sincerely. 1 luve had her hair cut in the present 
fashion, which suits Iter extremely **wcll : her com* 
ph-xion, her throat, her little figfffc, are admirable; she 
does a thousand little things- she talks, she caresses, 
she lights, she makes the sign of the cross, she *«kf 
pardon, she curtdes she kisses her hand, she shrug's 
up her should*. i s, she dances, she coaxes, she scolds; 
in short, she is fjuite a pet: J amuse myself for hours 
together with her. I would not that she Bhould die for 
the world. I told you tho other day, I did not know 
how a mother could help loving her daughter* 

LETTER CCIX. 
to the s\mb. ' * 

Paris, Mixing, May 23, 167a. 

Mv little friend was not at the post-ofitee yesterday 
when the post came in, so that 1 had no letters brought 
me : they arc about the town by this time, and 1 am 
every moment in expectation of them. This 
pointrnent has vexed me; however, I will bane a*l|$e 
chat with you in the mean time. T: aaw M, de Mari* 
irnan tlii^ morning, whom Itnistook for M.de MaillanedU 
'liji> cm!* irrv»sed ine a little at iir.t; howcier, to get 

'hi f t r*. ; , ;]. a if t**o |pcc5ou^ d-'- ujptt fon^WUff^, her, 
wi re i'> ii. - 1 / 1 - .. 1'jng j*>'iTii'*y if needier same 

tli* :u hat oil*? auotlmS company most lfcai'.l; 



out of it a> soon a« possible, I bogged him to explain 
those two names tome*, which lu- did w ill) t hr gu-.itest 
politeness: he easily allowid for tny mistake, and sat 
me r i i; 1 1 1 instantly. He i A pleased with me, and I am 
plen-id with him. He Iris seen y«iii( little girl : he 
tells me y«»ur son is as handsome as an ang« 1, and your- 
self as handsome as two. 

I dined yest< relay at La Troche’s with the abbe Ar- 
nauld, and madame dc Valentine. After dinner we had 
le Camus, his son, and Itier; they made up an exqui- 
site little concert. After this mademoiselle dc Oignan 
arrived with her gentleman Beaulieu, her governess 
Helene, her woman Mary, Iter little page Jaquot, her 
nurse's son, and her nurse .)< anne in her Sunday clothes; 
she is the neatest country-woman lever saw. This little 
troop made a pretty appearance ; we viewed them with 
pleasure, and made them pass oh into the garden; I 
was charmed with the procession from the nursery. 
Madame du Pui-du-Fou has bewildered my brains in 
not permitting me to take my little go l with me; for 
after all, I am not satisfied that she should renin mi with 
the nurse in life country; and if the nurse were to 
pass the summer at Paris she would die with grief. But, 
my child, we think of setting out. One day we say, 
the abbe and I, “ Let us go; my aunt wdl lire till au- 
tumn." This is resolved upon. The tuxt day we find 
her so extremely ill, that say again, " We must not 
thihk of going; it would be barbarous; the next moon 
will carry her oft’." Thus we go on from day to day, 
despairing of aif^rid. Von ran easily comprehend the 
state we me in; it is extrertiely uncomfortable. What 
makes me most wish myself itl Provence U, that 1 may 

» nfeAMv to madame de SoigiuT* natural forgetfulness of j* :■ 
iqpt And jnitties, of which she herself talc. • in funner letter,. 
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it 4-1 greater regret at tlu: lo*s of a person wlui has been 
alw a\ s dear to me : 1 find that if l stay lure, the le- 
st i. uni >' e ill occasion me, will vveakvn mv affection 

• i 

for her, . 1 * 1(1 injure mv temper. l)o you not admire the 
inwu i ■vmlable disposition of things in tins world, and 
the uuexpt eled manner in which events often cross our 
way ? All that L cutaiu is, tint by some means or 
other, we are resolved upon going to Orignan this sum- 
mer. Leave to us the care of getting over this unhappy 
difficulty as well as we can; and he assured, that the 
abbe and I are more inclined to break through a point 
of good maimers, by going hence too soon, tj)au to 
violate our friendship fur you, by staying herjj longer 
than is necessary. 

I enclose you a note from the abbe Arnauld, which 
will inform you of the news: his brother*, when he 
set out, desired him to communicate to mi^all he should 
send him ; the first page is a bungling pitgk of work, 
to fix a day to dine with Jf. d’Harouis: we accommo- 
date this abbe as well fte J we' i can; he is not often at Pa- 
ris, and when be is, we are glad of an opportunity to 
oblige him. lie desired me the other day to show him 
a letter of yours, his brother having highly praised 
your style. In showing it him, l wa$ myself surprised 
at the beauty of your periods; they are sote^imes truly 
harmonious. Your style is cv$ry tiling that could be 
wished, it is finished and j>erf$ct ; you have only to go 
on in the same way, and not attempt to do better. ^ 

It is now ten o’clock, and I ruustraake up my packet. 
I have not received your letter. I have been to the 
post-office ; my little man made a great many apologies, 
but I am not the better for them. My letter is in the 
hands of factors, and I may as well look for a needle 


• M. dc Pompon ne. 



m 


Lferrfins or 


in a bottle of liny. 1 shall receive it to-mnnvw, and 
•hall not answer it till Friday. Adieu, my dear child; 
it is unnecessary to say 1 love you ; you certainly be- 
lieve it, and you need not fear believing it too much. 

LETTER * CCX. 

TO THE SAME. 

> ' Paris, Friday, May 27, 1672. 

You need not wish any one to write descriptions for 
you, ffijMjrou excel in them yourself. I believe all the 
wondertfyou tell me of Provence, but you know how to 
set them ofr to the begjb advantage; and if your beauti- 
ful country could express its obligations to you, I am 
sure it would not fail to do so. I think it would also 
testify %Jprp rise at your dislike to the divine per- 
Ip&tnes boasTf neve^hasj^ witnessed the grange 

iof ^| 4 r 90 ft ' .upon a dunghill. 
Your situation wka *%ertaj|^>^traord inary, and yet, 
wiy child, l ean easily cpmpTefeeifd it, for the most un- 
wholesome thidjgin the world, i§ .jto. sleep surrounded 
with perfumes. ^All excess is hurtfp], and the best 
things are imjdeasant whea^they are^rced upon us : 
; what a fine#ipjjoct for qmpIMng ! "Your uncle de Se- 
vigite will be very uneasy about you till he understands 
the truth. You expresseAgydt&self admirably the other 
day- upon the subject, 4>y observing, that every pleasure 
loses the name when accompanied by abundance, and 
acquired with facility. I own to you, however, that I 
long to make the trial ; how^will you contrive to let me 
see a little spot of your fairy dand ? 

, I can easily conceive your joy at seeing madame de 
Monaco^ and hers too. How much you must have had 
to say to, each other ! She opens her heart freely upon 
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the most delicate subjects : I should very much like to 
know what you talked of. Our d’Hacquevillc is 
lighted that you made this charming excursion; he fei 
going into Britany; he has seen your letter, and so have 
Guitaut and M. de la Rochefoucauld', tfiey are all 
pleased with your account, and with your tragic history 
in particular : it is told in perfection; We are ' afraid 
you have killed the poor Diana to give effect to the con* 
elusion : we are willing to give you credit, and to thank 
you also for driving the lover from your apartment : if 
you had thrown him into the sea, you would have dono 
better still : he must be an odious fellow, bad 

taste of Diana almost reconciles us to her omith : her 
ghost will walk from the example of M. B - ** *s f. I 
have informed you of the death of the latter : he would 
not confess, but sent every priest to the devil, and him- 
self after them : his body is deposited in^hnchprch of 
Saint Nicholas, wherp the 'people hav^ip^si it iti& 
their heads that his spjftWb nightly seen fhunaf ; 

that it raves, swear^tm^reathns, in consequence of 
which they would deny him Christian burial, and cut 
the throat of the priest who admitted U into the state* 
tuary. This folly is carried to such a height, that it has 
been necessary to take the body privately from the 
church, and apply to *tBfe>^vil power to protect the 
priest from insult. This was new yesterday morning ; 
but it is not worthy to hold a candle to your love story. 

We expect our little Coulanges to-morrow. I am 
very much concerned at receiving no letter frohi my 
son: there is so little regulation observed as to inter- 
course with the army, that we receive no letters scarcely 
but what come by express. I have heard nothing new 
to-day ; and I have so great an aversion to relate un- 


f M. de Bouflkrs. 
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truths, that I lnd rather sav nothing: whatever I tell 
is true, «end comes from the best authority. 1 am 
now going to Livri ; I shill take my little girl* her nurse, 
and all tl|#]ittl£,8JLtnblishment, with me. I wish them 
'to breathe t%e dlfof spring: 1 shall return to-morrow, 
\ nothing able to away fropi my aunt for a longer 
^NQiie; but I thrill leave my little gbi efchere for three or 
four days, after which I shall want her with me: she is 
my chief amusement every morning. It is so long 
siupe I walked, or breathed the fresh air, that I must 


havf pity on myself as well as on 4 0ther people. 1 am 
preparjfo& *j Mery* fey for my journey; my travelling- 
dress iffjPfakiivg; my carriage has been > ready for a 
Week past: in short, my child, I am half on wing, and 
it God shoald 'spare the*Wfe of our poor auptdonger than 
we imagine, I shall follow your advice, and set out with 


%t h °pe ?C$W n g her a S*, ia 
r mm de Laon 


de Laon^^ho is a cardinal at last: 
his joj^ w^eofeU^Jrou, this dignity has 
summit of,iw epSbition. I have just 
wHfyten to lijm, M. tTHarouis h^gfeittg to Britany ; he 
d'HacqueviHe withdiim$>j|nd our friend Chesteres, 
who will henceforth be mke Jwpton than a Parisian. 


Ttie count de Chapelles ha&«»ritten to me from the 
grmy ; he sajfc that he wcjgypwertlay, I know not what 
day he means by yesterda^, in a party of consequence, 
where your wisdom, w'ortb,^ajBd beauty, were praised 
(So Jhe skies, and that your love for me was also includ- 


ed. If this last was flattery^it is so agreeable, that I 


receive it with open arms. 


a Osar d'Estrles, who liad hern cardinal in petto from August 167 1, 
but the promotion wu only then made public. 
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TO TUB SAME. 

& * 

' Ffcrw, ftfafty* M«y 30, 16gd. * 

I h\d no tetter frou**yoti yesterday, iby jjoor efclfcfl: 
your journey to MonSen had put j®kiquitc out of sortiMj 
I was afraid some little dtea^tcy^af^fclifs Kind would &F&1 
me. I now send you new^T^i w "M. 3$, Pompotm*: tthbJ 
fashion of being wounded is Ip |^d/6egain. H^Mtart 
is very heavy wkhthe fears of this canipi||A A J^k 9 
son writes Ip every oppottunity; he is at jntesdot :fct 
good health. *%*'** ^ 

My auriTis still in a depfo^ip state, JyMl, yet 
have the towage to think of appointing^ fayw* i 
departure, assuming a hopejdlich in rdjf 
entertain. I cannot lialpdM^ting, thafc**ma 
oents of life are ill arranged; they 
rugged stones ly ing across our way, too uawtefd^ i 
removed, and which we must get ovej* as well 
can, though not without pain add difficulty. Isn^ 
companion just? I shall not Iftkng my little girl wen* , 
me ; she goes on Very weU at Uvii, and rate stay there \ 
during the summer. Tfod Htdftr saw Lgvifwi stwflrtterfc* ' 
feet ion as it is at present: the Ireljftaise beautifully 
green, and the honeysuAtee are everywhere in pro- 
fusion. I am not yet tiredT t>f their perfume ; hut you 
despise our shrubberies, sinfee you have bdfcn accustom- 
ed lo your groves of orange-trees. 

I ha\e a very tngical history to communicate to 
you fiom Livri. Do you remember that pretended de- 
votee, who walked <>o steadily without trirffing his head, 
that you would have thought he was carrying a glass 
of water upon it? IIis devotion has turned his brain, 

^ OL. If. I 
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Iftnc night he gave himself fixe or six stabs with a knife, 
aftd^II on his knees in his cell, naked, and weltenng 
in his hjttlod.^ Cin entering, he was found in this po:- 
ture. ^ Good God! brother, what have you done? 
Who has treated you thtit#^ He replied very calmly, 
" father, 1 am doing penanCf*” Ha fainted away ; he 
talk'd; his wounds, < which were found very 
jplacigerous, were dressed ; with uncommon care and at- 
tssttkm be repagoiaA, at tb* end of three months, and 
mw tent back fo bia friends. 

d^ not think" srilh a head sufficiently disorder- 
fd* So, and you shall have the story of madame 

raw** 4!ih 0 19 fallen desperately in lo^e With a great 
vbool^of five or six and twenty, whom she had taken 
to be be^pr^r^ $$* lady has managed her adfairs 
admbablyi toe has married him. The fellow is a mere 


totally? 1 

Ijgute^and, him' not common sense ; he will beat her 
'SSftkJ* has already tbmfctened to do it; no matter, 
iflp^Pls msolvfd to have him. I have never seen such 
mbitont love ; there is all the extravagance of sentiments 
tl^eginabl*, were they but rightly applied: but they 
SJlyp^ike a rough sketch of an ill painting ; all the co- 
are there, they Wlftit only to be properly disposed. 
Jt ig extremely amusing to me to meditate on the ca- 
ftrioes of love ; ^et I really tremble, when I reflect on 
such an affait aft fbii. What insolence I Alas! where 
can we hope to find security ? This is a curious anec- 
dote indeed, but liow unlike the pleasing relations you 
give me ! 

1 beg you not to forget M* d^Haieuis, whose heart is 
0 master-piece of perfection, and who adores you. Ma- 
dam* de ta Fayette is still indispostd ; M. de laKoche- 
foucault jp still lame. We talk sometimes so dismally. 


* Widow to the gardener at Livri. 
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that it seems as if we hul no lesomcr but ta 
selves. Madame de H 1 aVettt’s garden pthe 
• thing ui thO world , it is full ot flowery**: 


we oftei| spend our e^ui mg s 4 thereto 
venture ihto a carriage gwysttl d Wish 



yoo were behind a certhro f&Ntade V> hear our 
sation ob certain unb**tfareountA& WW we ' 
have dittp&md. In aitert, mj&r*biw* waiting 
happy day of my departure, 1 go frrin the 
to my aunts's firoNade, my aunt^f 

the fauxhourg. A^n, mVbiibved cf” ,J 
impatient to hear 6f Jrou ‘him your little 
tber moat Wwnremely hot in your clti 
him, and Sir you much mo rg^f or I ' 

NNuoh it possiblew^^. 

you. I embrace dear Gr ign it n. ! 
much aa ever ? I beg leva ?rfdliiMi|&' 


she derde n<( 

4j^netynea f 



TO TH& SAMS. *. 

l^Wi, Thuwdsy, Jtms 3 , vSjfc\ 
I have received the dear Oftcellent volume at last 
never did I read any thing So amusing, W welt written 
and, at the same time, so intcrestiijg* I cannot sotB 
ciently express my obligation to you, my dear chile 
for your letter, which is a complete journal ; this is 
sure proof of the pleasure and interest we take in a coi 
respondence ; whereas, when a correspondence become 
disagreeable, we laugh at these minutiae, we do notwis 
them to be recorded ; but upon this subject yon ai 
every thing I could wish ; and it is no small pleasui 
to me, whose greatest consists m my correspondent 
with you. 



i r i Tin, 


It is certain, m\ child, tii.it on* of my letters is» lost ; 
bukLtttspect npone in particular; those of consequence 
, jvachefl jftfo, ml I am « a- y about f lie rest. You set m 
^ very well pleased with this minister, and I am persuad- 
ed. you will never have occasion to be otherwise. You 
Wi|K«asUy tru ess that I allude to the great Pumponne, 
^||d>ir was to.know What 1 said of him, J suppose, that 

t people bad the curiosity to intercept iny letter: 
not however conceive, who could be guilty of so 
f a "theft ; there can he no great taste to gratify in 
letters between persons so nearly related as we 
k l miracle almost' if they contain any thing 
others, for it veiv rarely happens that 
if&V OlVe v e r, it is done, and without mv being 

«*# V<Jod grant, my deal 4 , that 
fi^yn^fievir sustain a greater loss. 
w ife ^^WnoiBihg about La Mai aris, nor what kind of 
in her retiretneiSt*; i>«t madame de la Fay- 
you'with some of her reveries as soon 
gjrafl^W rible. We' think we have d iscovercd something 
jjjraan episode of a young prince through the profusion 
which she exhibited lately ; and a few words she 
propped by the way, serve to confirm us in this idea. 

I ohly hint at our nonsensical notions to you now', hut 
wiH explain them more at large hereafter. Put a pro- 
pos of explaining; you have .explained to me too well 
perils and dangers you have been in during your 
voyage : for my part I cannot comprehend them ; that 
is, I cannot comprehend how people can expose them- 
selves so much : 1 had infinitely rather go upon one of 
the present expeditions. I could better meet death in 
the ardour of tight, .-puried on by emulation, and the 
noise of drums and trumpits, than sit and see tw o im- 
mense waves bidding for mv hie, and threatening me 
at every instant w it h destruction. And then again on 





Oft S'YI'.N* * * § . 

’he other hind, \our \lps, whuc the pith is sc 
so broad as >0111 litter, s » that y oar litc depends ^ 

•oa the,soretoottdne*s of y mu mules! 
the thoughts of these things make me treiftblc - 
head to fobt , my service to that country, but I wit) 
never go there while ( live* and I tremble for yo 
madame de j\Iornco never had a lover hj K her v ^h ^|iit 
rtould have ventured so ram h for her. Wbfift yrtiislj 
about the Ju st and the lav is admirable » it is 
grammatical. Did you not talk about Mpdanvrj 
she pretty well reedneiffed tether, loss? Is the still 
Is she not very much mortified to see 
side the Alps ? Does she not intend returning 
if possible? I pretty well gutss her joy ajj 
y pur conversations were doubtless w 
could never sufficiently* iipjpesi" hyr owg* 
for such a visit. It is true, she returned itj 
but it wa9 not attended w 4 lh"tbe same' 

You speak of the princess d'Harcotirt J in a ’ 
sant mannner. Biancas is very much disturbs 
know foi what reason : he is a volunteer in the 
and ns he is out of humour at a thousand things, i 
muse perhaps or fall asleep just in the mooth 0#^ 
non : he knows no other way of getting rid of hisibl 
f 01 tune*. lie wrote the other day to madame de Viljari 
and to me : the *uperscription was to Mr. de Villars ai 
Math id. Midame de Villars, who knows him well ^4 
opened the later, and the first words she found were ety 




* Madame dt M< naco was the chief favourite of Madame, (llrnri 
etta*-Aiuie of Ln^luid, iistii to Ch'irhn II ) \rht) died June 39, 1670. 

f* By a bleeding !>u I) peifomied. 

X trances dc Biuncac, memioncd iii ih 20ld litter. 

§ r i he count dc Brant is» t (he in ( vtli »m Li Bmyere mi nd« d to re* 
I res it utiicr tin name cl Mtiu’cu , iu hu trtati cori th Memoirs oi 
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iSfatf girl*. We have not answered it yet. You say I 
TWtfertteniion your brother : indeed I cannot tell why# 
it l|jpk of him incessantly, and am ex- 
lMemymbiit him : I love him very much ; he 
himself so well towards me, and his letters are 
such a style, that Whoever should find them 

Bt |rakBk after my death, would thinlfthey were writ- 
tjToneof the best young men of his age. This 
fberefore gives me great concern. My son is at 
mt in the king’s arniy ; that is, in the lion’s mouth, 
efffts the rest. ~ j /■ 

long without hearing great news: 
rith apprehension at the thought 
itlenaa has- the small-pox. It was 
th * son to 

goensk, Hu -JRfd in thd tsme dhK 
rontradietthis in my letter to-mor- 
u may depend on it for truth. I 
tngin my ^carriage alone, in order 
le girl. I must purchase a bonnet 
I shall have her with me till two 
[ my departure ; she is very well ; 
being handsome. She does a hun- 
Lt fascinate me. 

" Master Paul’s widow hi really gone mad ; there has 
been a stop put to her wedding ; her great booby of a 
lover cares no linger fi>c her, but thinks Molly * very 
P^ty, and vpry good-humoured ; in short, my child, 
shib did not play her cards well: I tell you fairly, 
if ever 1 had wished to make a conquest, I should cer- 
tainly have contrived to keep you out of the way. 
What is passing here is quite in the style of a tragi- 
comic romance. Nothing is heard of but darts, flames. 


The daughter of ir.adan.c Paul. 
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furies, and despair. Methinks I see one 6 f the 
Loves, who aie so beautifully dcsuibed in the pr 
of Annnta, as concealing themselves Mthe^ 
fancy hnn taking aim at poor Molly j but the 1 
may be mistaken, aud he shot the mother instead of tfi 
daughter: he that as it may, the wound *« incurable* 
Were you here, you would be extremely diverted at 
this odd adventuic, aud at the o\ ergrown down Who js- 
the hero of the piece. I assure you I have my j 



full, and am obliged to tike Molly away with 
prevent her fiom transplanting her mother. Alas, war 
these poor mothers are to he pitied ! 

Do not think juadame do la Fayetu’s illttfess 
tarjl my journey ; she is no longer in danger :artd4 
I nan venture to set 19911 tu^m^listandilig tlts^fiM 
ipy puor aunt is in, you nothStifvHH fit, % 

vent me* M. de Coulanguj} £td not expert tq r find hat 
alive j she was 10 much Staged he wodM/mt baiff 
known her. She takes pleasure to nothing ; 
in heaven, and a true taunt 2 ahethmks but 
journey, and easily understands the one I am about" tftj 
take: she gives me leave to quit her, with a 
wholly weaned from the world ; she enters iniq 
feelings ; this sensibly am| 1 cannot bit 

mire the countei poise wh&QvftlfJ, has'^t against the in- 
effable joy that 1 should have in coming to 

you. I shall have my pool aunt (ml? dead \ this klip 
stings me to the soul, and I shall be in continual appftt^ 
hension for my son’s safety. Ah ! how truly this sa- 
vours of the wot Id ! You say that we must cease to wish 
for any thing; you may add, and learn to be perfectly 
contented ; but that is a state not reserved foi mortals. 

You are returned to Grignan, agon ; well, my dear 
child, stay there till I come and fetch you away. Our 
dear abbe agrees with me, and so docs La Mousse. 
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•You never had a little party set out to you with greatn 
j«»y and alacrity. Adieu, my love, till to-morrow, when 
I siyUfivrite tpyou from Pan-, it’ only two lines. I am 
JioW*going lo amuse niys>elf \\ ith a turn in these delight- 
ful walks, where I have seen you so many thousand 
times, and where I shall most infallibly think of you. 


TO MOKalEl 11 DE ORION \N. 

You flatter me too much, my dear count ; I shall ac- 
cept of but one part of y our line speeches, and that is 
the thanks you return me for having given you a wife, 
that constitutes all your happiness ; for indeed, 1 think 
^ contributed a little towards it : but the authority you 
hate acquired over her in Provence, has been wholly 
owing to yourself, to your merit, your births nod your 
conduct : all this 1 have nothing to do with. Ah ! how 
inu$h yob lose by my heart not being at ease! Le Ca- 
mus is delighted with me ; he tells me i sing his airs 
extremely well : he certainly composes divinely; but 
I am so dull and woe-begone, that 1 can learn nothing ; 
$rou would sing them like an angel : I assure you Le 
Camus has a high opinion both of your voice and 
judgement. I regret the lo$s of these little accomplish- 
ments which we are too apt Ao neglect: why should 
we lose them ? I have always said that we ought not to 
part with them, and that they can never be an encum- 
brance : but what is lo be done with a rope round the 
neck? You have given my daughter one of the most 
delightful journeys in ihe world ; she is quite enchanted 
with it! but then you have dragged her over hills and 
dales, and exposed her to the dangers of the Alps, and 
to the uncivil waves of the Mediterranean : in short, I 
have a month's mind to chide you for it; but let me 
first embrace >ou most affectionately. 



MADAME Dfc SI-VIfiNK. I7f 


i o madvmi'. dt. ohionan. 

Friday, June fl, YlSfQ, 

Here 1 am at Paris a<: u here I find our two gentle- 

men * are not so dead as they were yesterday. Mar- 
shal Yiileroi’s lady is at the joint of death. Nq news 
from the army. 


U-TTIHI CCXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Paris, Monday, June 6, 1672. 

As I received no letter from you yesterday, which was 
a great disappointment to me, I imagined you were en«* 
gaged in receiving madamc de Monaco ; what comforts 
rne is, that you arc in a place where you may plant 
cabbages, and are no longer exposed to waves and pre-' 
cipices. I have been under lerrible apprehensions* in 
reflecting on the dangers of your journey. V) 

My aunt received the viaticum again to-day, as a pre* 
punitive to her own journey, with angelic devotion; 
tier preparation, her patience, her resignation, are 
things so much above nature, that they deserve to be 
considered as so many miracles of religion : she is en- 
tirely weaned from the world ; her present state, pain- 
ful as it is, is the only desirable one to a true Christian. 
She insists upon our taking our journey, as 1 liave al- 
ready told you ; we intend to obey her ; but we some- 
times believe she will go before u«. In a word, we have 
fixed upon a day ; and if 1 had not for some time been 
accustomed not to do what 1 wish, I should give you 


* Drsmarais and Boulignrux, mt'otlonrl io die preceding pan ©F 
th- Vr.*ir. 
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ITS LETTERS 

notice not tf write to me any more : but this I dare not 
venture to do : fori love your letters so well, that I had 
Jfatbetreceite them at Grignan, than be disappointed 
of„them here. 

You know the marquis de Villeroi has left Lynns and 
inadame de Coulanges, to go, like the knight of the 
Mack armour, into the army of the elector of Cologne, 
that he may have the honour of serving the king at least 
in the army of his allies. There are different opinions, 
whether he has done well or ill. The king does not 
love to be disobeyed, yet he may approve this martial 
ardour ; the success will show how we are to judge of it. 

You have had the comedians with you : 1 dare an- 
swer for it, that in whatever way your theatre was de- 
corated, it was better than that of Paris. I remarked 
this the other day, as 1 was amusing myself with Beau- 
lieu. Madam, said he, there are none but apprentices 
now who, frequent plays ; you do not see there so much 
as a page or footman ; every body is in the army. If 
.a man appears in the streets with a sword by his 9ide, 
,the little children hoot at him as he passes along. Such 
is the face of Paris at present ; but it will make another 
appearance in a few months. 

You say humorously, that you fear you should rob 
me of something, by polishing your letters : take care, 
I beseech you, and do not give them a second touch, 
or you will make them perfect pieces of eloquence. 
The pure tone of nature in which you write is the best, 
and pleases more than any. Keep your own amiable 
mind, it has larger eyes than those in your head : though 
these are well enough considering. 

I shall send you word that I am setting out when you 
least expect it. Madame de Villeroi' 


* Magdalen de Crequi, 
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There is no better news than what I aeftj yotl : I al- 
ways inquire after news, and every ohe tak^a 4 Mea- 
sure in .telling it me, because they know I do not inqftirg 
for myself. I am in pain, my dear, about the sy&« 
ptorns your fever has left behind ft. It is impossible for 
me not to wish for to-morrow, that I may hear from 
you. I embrace you with extreme tenderness. 

LETTER CCXIV. 

TO TIIE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, June 13, 1 67 a. 

I enclose a letter of my son’s, which wilt 'amuse yon. 
You will be pleased with the accounts he gives of what 
is passing in the army. You will see that the king is 
so perfectly happy, that for the future he will only need 
to say what he desires to have done in Europe, .without 
being at'the trouble of placing himself at the head of 
his army ; and every one will think himself happy ia 
obeying his orders. I am informed he will pass the 
Issel with as much ease as he can pass the Seine. Ter- 
ror every where paves the way for victory ; the joy of 
the courtiers is a good omen. Brancas writes that they 
laugh incessantly from morning to night. I have a 
little history that I must send you. 

Immediately upon the death of the old Bourdeille* 
M. de Montausier wrote to the king, to ask the place 
of sen^chal of Poictou for M. de Lauridre his brother- 
in-law : the king granted h. Soon after, young Matas 
asked it, and told the kifig that this post had been a 
long time in the family. The king wrote to M. dc 
Montausier desiring him to give it up, promising to give 
something else to M. de Laurierc. M. de Muntaus'er 
wrote back to his majesty, that, for his part, he should 
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be extremely glad to have it in his power to give it up ; 
but that his brother-in-law having already ret lived tin- 
compliments of the province, it was impotable; and 
that his majesty might provide in some other wjv fur 
young Matas. The king was piqued at this, and hit his 
lips : * r Well/ 1 said he, " lie shall have it for three 
years; but after that I shall give it to young Matas, 
with whom it shall always remain.” This is a very un- 
fortunate incident for M. de Montausier. 

I should have sent this to M. de (hignan, hut it is 
the same thing ; my last two letters arc written equally 
to you both, and are not equivalent to one good one. 
You will not have a Provencal fur a first president ; I 
have been told so from good authority. The bishop of 
Marseilles came to see me yesterday, with the marquis 
de Vence, and two deputies; I thought he had been 
going to make nte an harangue. Adieu, iny dear child ; 
1 beg you will be very glad to see me, conic when 1 
will, and think of the pleasure 1 shall receive. This is 
a very foolish letter ; I should be better employed ut 
deeping, than in writing. 


LETTER CCXV. 

TO THE SAM£- 

Paris, Friday, June 17, IG72, 

1 1 o'clock at night. 

1 fuvi; just heard a melancholy piece of news, the par- 
ticulars of which I cannot give you, because I am not 
yet informed of them ; all I have heard is, that M. de 
Longucville was killed in crossing the Issel * : this is 
grievous intelligence. I was at madame de la Fayette's, 


• The Rhine it should be, for the Issel was abandoned. 
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w i th M. de la Rochefoucauld when I first heard it; and 
was told at the same time that M. de Marsillac was 
. wounded, and that the chevalier de Marsillac * died of 
his wound. Tlrs storm fell on him in my presence ; he 
was deeply afflicted with it; his tears flowed IVoui iiis 
heart, for his linnncss of mind prevented any unmanly 
expression of gri» f. 

After hearing this, I had not the patience to inquire 
any fan her. I fh vv to M. de Homponrie’s, who remind- 
ed me that my son was in the kind’s army, which had 
no part in this expedition ; it was reserved for the prince, 
who, it is said, is wounded ; it is said too, that he passed 
the river in a little boat, that < i nit ry and Moment are 
drowned, IM.de la Icuitl.ide and KotjuekuHc wounded, 
and that a great number have pj>rM>cd on tins fatal occa- 
sion. When I know the particulars, 1 will inform you. 

Guitaut has just sent a gentleman to me from the 
hotel de Conde ; from him 1 learn that the prince was 
wounded in the hand, that M. de Longueville t forced 
the ban icr and pn scaled himself the first ; he was also 
the first that fell, being instantly killed ; the rest differs 
but little from wluit 1 told you above: IVl.de Guitry 
and M. de Nogen t drowned, M. de Marsillac wounded, 
ami a great many others that are not yet known. But 
thelssel [Khine J is crossed. The prince is represented in 
the boat giving his orders with the composure and divine 
courage that characterise him. M. de Marsillac was 
wounded by a musket-shot in the shoulder, and in the 
jaw, but the bone is not injured. Adieu, my d< ar child ; 
ray mind is somewhat disturbed, for though my son is 
in the king’s army, he will have so many opportunities 

* Two sons of M. de la Rocliefoucauh. 

f The duke de Ixmgucville, heated l>y wine, spurred on hia horec to' 
the very bank of the entrenchment of the enemy ; lie then fired his 
pistol, crying that he wonl l give no quaiter. The enemy immediately 
fired, and killed him upon the spot. 
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of signalising himself that 1 tremble# and die with ap- 
prehension. 


I JITTER *CCXVL 

FROM MADAME DC StVICNE TO THE COUNT DC BUSSY. 

Paris, June 19» 16/9. 

Your great boy is now in my room. I sent my car- 
riage to bring him to dinner with me. My uncle, the 
abbe, who was heie, gave him a sheet of pafft?? folded 
up, which, as he found on opening it, contained tb$ ge* 
nealogy of the Rabutms. He was very much pleased 
with it, and is now amusing himself in tracing from 
whence he came. If he amuse himself in the same way 
in thinking where he shall go, we shall not dine very 
soon; but I will spare him the trouble of this medita- 
tion,, by assuring him he is going in the direct road to 
death, and a speedy death too, if lie follows your pro- 
fession, which there is every appearance he will do. I 
am certain the idea will not spoil bis appetite: he 
spungs fiom too noble a blood to be surpnsed at this 
melancholy intelligence. But I cannot imagine how a 
person can be exposed a thousand tunes, as ) ou have 
been, without being killed as often. This reflection 
has occupied my mind all day. The death of Longue- 
ville, Guitry, Nogent, and many others ; the wounds of 
the prince. Mars iliac, Vitoime, Mont revel. Revel, the 
count de Saulx, de Terme, and a thousand others, whom 
I am not acquainted with, have given me a dreadful idea 
of war. 1 cannot comprehend the ciossmg the Rhine 
by swimming. To thiow themselves in on horseback, 
like so many hounds pursuing a stag, and to be neither 
drowned, nor knocked on the head m land ng, con- 
foqqds my imagination so much, that it makes me 



183 


MAD Aim 4|$&vign£. 

giddy. God has preserved my son hitherto ; btrt who 
ran consider himself safe in battle? Adieu, my dear 
jcoubin* 1 ant going to dinner. Your son is welt made, 
and pleasing in his manner*. 1 am glad you like my 
letttrs I cannot be of your opinion without great 
vanity. 


LETTER *CCXVIL 

FROM THE COUNT DE BUS3Y 10 MADAM E DB S&VIGN& 

Cha&eu, June 30, 1673. 

madam, by your letters, as if none but 
iKddWrtffed. But the truth is, war only -hastens the 
death of some, who, if they had not engaged in it, would 
have lived a little longer. For my part, 1 have been 
in many a perilous situation, without being even wound- 
ed. Misfortune has visited me in a di tie rent way ; and, 
to speak candidly, I prefer having lived a little utvhap^ 
pily, to dying young. A hundred thousand people 
have been killed in the first action in which they were 
engaged, and a bundled thousand in the second : cosi 
Tha voluto il fato— so fate has decreed. Bat I see you 
are alarmed, and 1 must cheer you by saying, that ten 
campaigns are sometimes made without drawihg a 
sword, and that we are often in battles without seeing 
the enemy ; for instance, when we are in the second 
line, or rear guard, and the first line decides the combat, 
as in the battle of the ’Downs in 1658. In the field, 
theofficers of the cavalry are in greater danger than 
other officers; in sieges, the officers of the infaniiy 
are a thousand times the most exposed ; and heie, ma- 
dam, 1 must relate to you, what M. de Turenne told me . 
he heard some one say to the late prince William of 
Orange, that young women thought men always in a 
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situation to marry, and that monks thought soldiers in 
the army had always drawn swords in their hands. The 
interest you rake in this campaign, makes you n fleet as 1 
you never reflected before. If your son were not in 
the service, you would consider this action, as you have 
clone a thousand others that have been mentioned to 
you, without emotion, and you would c all ems-ing t tic 
Rhine a bold, not a rash act, as you now do. Believe 
me, my dear cousin, the generality of things are great 
or little only as our imagination makes them so. Toe 
swimming across the Rhine is a lionlc at t, but it is not 
so rash a one as you suppose. Two thous&odhorses 
cross to ^ttack four or live; hundred. The tw^^d^ticl 
ate supported hy a numerous army, w r !»et v e* tlwjkmg 
commands in person, and the four or five hundred are 
troops terrified by the sudden and vigorous manner in 
which the campaign was begun. If the Dutch had 
possessed mote firmness in this rencounter, they would 
only hare 'killed a few more men, ami in the. end have 
heensoverpowered hy numbers, if the prince of Orange 
had been on the other si-'e of the Rhine, with his army, 

1 do not think onr troops would have attempted to cross 
over to meet him ; if they had, that would have been 
rash Yet Alexander did so in crossing the Granicus. 
He sw&m over with fifty thousand men, in defiance of a 
hundred thousand men who opposed him. It is true, if 
he had been betften he would have been called a fool ; 
and it is only because he succeeded, that it has been 
proclaimed the most glorious enterprise in the world. 

1 am glad, my dear cousin, that your hatred to war 
proceeds only from your fears for the future, and that 

* Bussy judged as posterity has done of the crossing the Rhine, 
uhich was the subject of so many exaggerated praises; but whether thir 
h ttcr was showed, or was written or mentioned to others, the court 
knew his opinion, and was less eager to recall him frejn exile. 
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M. tie Sevignc has escaped so well. ^ It is to be hoped 
* li.it hf" Mill always be equally fortunate, though mar- 
'Jial deja lute tells u» that war says : Wait forme, l 
s'/ ll } m<? tiuc, .Let me know r it* M. de Sexism'* was or- 
dmd to eo over. If my son pleases you, lie may pos- 
m!> 1\ pk.ist. others: you *m a model both of discern- 
ment uul t \ste. 


l.LrrEu eexvm. 

THOM MAP XML DL SLVIGNL TO MADAM C DU CRICNXN, 

* ^ \ 

\ Parii, Monday, June SO, lft;8. * 

I can tftff reflect upon the situation you have been in^ * 
without ^great emotion ; and though I know you are out 
of dfcttger, yet 1 cannot turn my eyes on what has pass* 
ed, without' a horror that distracts me. Alatt bow 
much was I in the dark about a health that was so dear 
to me ! If any one had told me, that my daughter Wfldfc* 
in greater danger than if she had been in the army^ 
how little should I have believed it ! Must I sutler this 
useless grief in addition to so many other sorrows that 
afflict, my heart ? The extreme danger my son is in ; 
the war, which rages every day with greater violence ; 
the couriers, who bring no other news but the death 
of some friend or acquaintance, and may bring<accotints 
still more fatal ; the fear of hearing ill news, and yet 
the curiosity of knowing it ; the desolation of those who 
are in excess of grief, and with whom 1 pa->s a gu*afc 
part of my time ; the strange state of health my aunt 
is in, and my extreme desire of seeing you ; all this 
afflicts and consumes me, and forces me to lead a life 
so contrary to my inclination, that i have need of more 
thriti a common share of health to support it. 

You have never seen Paris as it u at present all the 
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world is in tears, or fears to be so. Poor madame d ft 
Nogent is almost beside herself. Madame de Longue- 
Title pierces every heart with her complaints. 1 have 
not seen her indeed, but this is what I am told. Made- 
moiselle de Vertus returned two days since from Port- 
Hoy al, where she resides. They sent for her and M. 
Arnauld to impart to madame de Longueville the terri- 
ble new*.’ ' The very sight of mademoiselle de Vertus 
was sufficient 4 bersudden return was too sure a sign 
that some fatal accident had happened. As soon there- 
fore as she appeared u Ah ! mademoiselle, how is 

it with my brother * ?” She did not dare, even in 
thought, to inquire further. “ Madam, he is recovered 

of his Wound there has been a battle** ? ■ “ And 

my son ?** No answer was made. w Ah ! made- 

moiselle, my son, my dear child! answer me; is he 
dead ' " I have no words to answer you, ma- 

dam." — -" Oh my dear son ! Was he killed on the 
spot? Had he not a single moment ? Oh, God I what a 
sacrifice is this !** And she threw herself upon the bed, 
and by expressions of the most lively sorrow, by faint- 
ing fits, by convulsions, by the silence of despair, by 
stifled cries, by sudden bursts of passion, by floods ~of 
bitter tears, by eyes up-lifted to heaven, and by heart- 
rending complaints, she exhibited all the various emo- 
tions of grief. She sees a few friends; and in pure 
submission to Providence, consents to receive such nou- 
rishment as is just sufficient tp keep life and soul to- 
gether. She takes no rest ; her health, before in a de- 
clining state, ia visibly altered for the worse. For my 
part, I wish her death earnestly, as I cannot think she 
cairturvive such a loss. There is a certain gentleman t 

* The prince of Condi. 

f M. de la Roehefcucault. 
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who is scarcely less affected : I cannot help thinking, 
that if’ they had met, in the first moments of their grie£ 
and had been alone together, all other sentiments would 
have given place to sighs and tears, redoubled without 
interrn i* * * § sion ; there would have been a dumb scene of 
sorrow, a dialogue of inarticulate sighs and groans. This 
is a mere thought of my own. But, my dear, how great 
affliction is this ! The very mistresses of poor de Longue* 
ville do not constrain themselves ; his domestics are 
disconsolate ; and his gentleman, who came yesterday 
with the ill news, scarcely appears a reasonable crea* 
ture. This death effaces the thoughts of all others. 

A courier, who arrived yesterday evening, brings an 
account qf the death of the count du Plessis *,-who was 
killed by a cannon-shot, as he was giving directions for 
making a bridge. Arnheim is besieged by M. Turenne. 
They did not attack the fort of Skeing, as it was de* 
fended by eight thousand men. Alas! these successful 
beginnings will be followed with a tragical end for a 
great number of families. May Heaven preserve mjr 
poor son ! He was not upon this expedition ; but th6 
campaign is not yet finished. 

In the midst of our afflictions, the description you 
have given me of madame Colonna and her sister +, 
is really divine ; it rouses one under the most melan- 
choly circumstances : it is an admirable picture. The 
countess de Soissons, and madame de Bouillon J, are! 
quite in a rage with these fools, and say they ought to 
be confined. It is thought that the king will not dis- 
oblige the constable § (Colonna), who is certainly one of 

* Alexander de Choiseul, count du Plessis, sou of Caesar de Choi- 
scul, marshal of France. 

f Hortensia Mancini, duchess of Mazarin. 

X Sisters to mesdames de Colonna and Mazarin. 

§ The father of these ladies, and of one of the mott ixiwerful families 
in Rome. 
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the greatest men in Home. In the mean time we are 
in expectation of seeing them arrive here like mademoi- 
selle tie I’Htoilc *: this comparison is good. . 

The accounts I send you are from the best authority ; 
you will find by all you receive, that M. tie Longne\ille 
has been i lie cause of his own death, as well as of the 
death of many others ; and that the. prince has showed 
himself through the whole of this expedition, more like 
a father, than the general of an army. I said yesterday# 
anti others agreed with me, that if the war continues, 
the duke f will certainly occasion the death of the 
prince ; his love for him surpasses every other con- 
sideration. 

La Mara ns affects to appear overwhelmed with grief. 
She says that she sees very plainly there is something 
in the news from the army# which is concealed from 
her; and that the prince, and the duke, are dead, as 
well as M. de Longueville. She conjures people, by all 
that is sacred, to speak out, and not to spare her ; and 
tells them, that in her deplorable situation, it is in vain 
to hide any thing from her. If it were possible for us 
to laugh under these circumstances, we should laugh at 
her. Alas! if she knew how little any of us think of 
concealing any thing from her, and how much every one 
is taken up with his own griefs and his own fears, she 
would not have the vanity to believe we paid so much 
attention to her as to deceive her. 

Thu news I send you, comes, ns I before said, from 
good authority ; I had it from Gouiville, who was with 
madamc de Longueville when she heard of her son’s 
dentil. All the couriers come stiaight to him. M. de 
Longueville had made his will before he set out. lie 
Ifigves a great part of his property to a son he lias, w ho, 

* In Scarrotf* comic romance. 

■f* Henry Julies dc Bouillon, §on ef ihc prince. 
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z*. 1 believe, will take the title of chevalier d ‘Orleans*, 
without expense to his relations. Have you heard how 
the body. of M. tie Loiigucville was disposed of? It was 
laid in the same boat in which he passed the river two 
hours before. The prince, who was wounded, ordered 
him to be placed near him, covered with a cloak, and, 
with several others who were wounded, repassed the 
Rhine to a town on this side the river, where they came 
to have their wounds dressed: it was the most melan- 
choly sight in the world. They say the chevalier de 
Monchevreud, who was attached to i\l. tie Loncuevillc, 
will not have a wound dressed which he received us he 
stood next to him. 

1 have received a letter from my son, he is very muc h 
grieved at the death of M. de Longueville. He was not 
in this expedition, but he is to be in another. What 
safety can be hoped for in such a profession? I advise 
you to write to M. de la liochefoiicault, on the death of 
the chevalier, and the wound of M. de ATarsillac. This 
fatal event has given me an opportunity of seeing his 
heart without disguise : for constancy, worth, tender- 
ness, and good sense, he infinitely surpasses any one 
I have ever met- with ; his wit and humour arc nothing 
in comparison. I will not amuse myself at present with 
telling you how much I love you. I embrace M. de 
tirignan, and the coadjutor. 

The same evening, at 10 o'rloi k. 

I made up my packet two hours ago, ami pn my re- 
turn to town, 1 found a letter for me, with the news 
that a peace was concluded with Holland. It may 
easily be imagined that the Dutch are in the greatest 
consternation, and glad to submit to any terms; the 

• He n ppeared under the name of the rhrvalier de Jxjng’iiewllc, and 
n as accidentally kilted at Philipsbourg in by a soldier, who was 

‘■hooting at a snipe. See th- Lrttei of the hilt July following. 4 \ 
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king’s success is beyond all that has ever been known. 
We shall once more breathe again ; but what a cruel 
addition must this be to the grief of madame d? Longne- 
ville, and all those who have lost children and near re- 
lations! I have seen marshal du Plessis ; he is greatly 
afflicted, but demeans himself like a brave soldier. 
His lady * weeps bitterly; the countess + is only dis- 
concerted at not being a duchess. I think, my dear 
child, that if it had not been for the rashness of M. 
de Longueville, we should have gained Holland with- 
out losing a man. 

LETTER CC1X. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, June 94, 1674 . 

I am now in my aunt’s apartment : if you could see the 
situation she is in', you would not doubt that I might 
take my departure to-morrow. She received the viati- 
cum to*day for the last time ; but as her disorder is a 
complete decay of nature, the last drop of oil is not 
soon found. She is up, that is, she sits in her chair, 
in her night-gown, with a black hood over her cap, and 
with her gloves on : her room is perfectly free from any 
ill scent or discomfort, but her countenance is as much 
changed as if she had been dead for a week : her bones 
come through her skin ; her flesh is quite wasted away, 
and shrivelled; she swalfofffe with extreme difficulty, 
and is speechless. M. Vesou has told her she cannot 
n live, and she no longer takes medicine ; she is no longer 
deaV>ated, because the dropsy has exhausted all- the ani- 
Long 1 juices ; and she is no longer in pain, because there 
leaves thing to consume : she is very drowsy, but she still 
W hes : she lias had fits of coldness which made us 

* Columba de Charron. 
f Maria Louisa le Loup dc Bellena^c. 
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think she' was quite gone; and we were once upon the 
point of giving her extreme unction. I do not quit 
ray statjon, for fear of an accident. I assure you, that 
whatever pleasure 1 have in view, this last scene will 
cost me many tears : it is very difficult to bear, consti- 
tuted as I am. This, my child, is our present situation* 
Three weeks ago she gave us leave to set out, because 
she had a little remains of ceremony; but now the mask 
is taken oft she makes the abb6 and myself understand 
by her gestures, that it is a great comfort to have us 
both with her in her last moments : this affects us ex- 
tremely, and shows us that death is no hypocrite. Isay 
nothing of the day of my departure : 

Comment pourrois-je vous le dire? 

Rien n’est plus inceruin que I’ll cure de la inort *. 

But provided you do not send us word to delay our 
journey, it is very certain we shall soon set out. Let us 
therefore manage for ourselves : you know how 1 hate 
self-condemnation ; and the thought that 1 had neglect- 
ed the last duties to my poor aunt, would be a perpe- 
tual vulture gnawing in my breast. I omit nothing I 
can do for her on this melancholy occasion. 

1 have not seen madame de Longueville ; she is very 
ill ; she has only been seen by. a few distinguished per* 
sonages, and I have not the honour to be one of them, 
nor any claim to be so. It does not appear that peace 
is concluded, as I informed you it was ; but there seems 
to be a good understanding' every where, and so great 
a readiness to submit, that the king has only to present 
himself before the gates of a city, and it immediately 
surrenders. Had it not been for the rashness of M. de 
Longueville, which was the cause of his own death and the 
death of so many others, all would have been well: but, 
in reality, Holland itself, Holland entire, could not com- 

* How can 1? nothing is more uncertain than the hour of death. 
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peasate his fSjl to write to M. dc la Rot ne- 

jrfoucault on of tlie chc\ alter, and the would 

\ of M. dc M arsillac^ buf4ljtf careful not to fall, into np 
^ error : ibis it is that afflicts him : alas ! my dear child, 
f. lie : between you and me lie has scarcely felt the los* 
of the chevalier, and <$ inconsolable at the death of him 
whom every one laments. You should also write to 
marshal dn Plcssis. All our friends aie in good health. 
Little La Troche was one of the first who plunged into 
the riVer; he has been much noticed in consequence. 
If I am still here, when you write, mention the cir- 
cumstance to his mother; it wiU gi\c hei gieat 
pleasure, ^ 

My poor«M^desired me the other day by gestures 
to remVmodfiJer to you, and to bid you adieu for her : 
she made us w'ct J p f^she was very much concerned to 
hear of your illness. - Our abbe sends a thousand com- 
pliments to you : ypty must write some little word of 
knidness hint, to keep up his earnest desire to m e 
you. Yciu'tfeitow atOvignan. I hope I shall be there 
in my turn as well rest. .Alas ! I am quite ready ; 

1 cannot help worftMttg at the waywimlness of my 
fate ; it is enough for me to wish a thing, to find some 
obstacle to it. 1 am perfectly satisfied with the care 
and fiieiulship of the coadjutor for you, but I will not 
write Ip fain/} he will love me the better for it ; ] shall 
be o\ct) vyed 10 s*e him, and converse with liiiri. 

The marquis da Villeroi is $&naniled back to Lyons. 
The king would not permit him to remain with M. 
de Munster. Jarz4* has had lea\ e to stay, and git 

* It was the vine J ir, » who, .tt'f m> i;vioi» ot the »rrc*st ('omit, 

dechrcd a nchculo'ts ivivnun for quit n Anr** ot An-^ru. lie bad thru 
br»*n *ent from < nir» t .mi, i\ list, ’cturiv 1 onK to in <\il il, on litr 
ot h. '1114 uk«ti < j»»n in tht intn^tiCk of M>inc w*>njc> u Mon- 
4icur’* ilurui* ‘b** kn’’s Mmu;i oi b n as bmg a 
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broken bopet. Youjknow U ^Laajhe 

marquis. 


“ LETTER • t5CXX. v 

. > 

TO THE SAME. 

My poor aunt received extreme unction yesterday t 
you never beheld a more piteous spectacle ; itjfc just, 
breathes, and that is all I can say : I shall soon let you 
know more. It is impossible to behold without emo« 
tion the painful death of a person I have always so 
much loved and honoured* Yqpfeason extremely well 
upon the subject ; I shall follow your advice, and after 
having decided, will share the triumph with you, and 
set out exempt from the uneasiness and remorse I pre- 
dicted : so impossible is it for our own thoughts not to 
deceive us v I imagined that what with sorrow at leav- 
ing my aunt, and fears for my son's safety, my lugart 
would be torn with anguish. God has prevented the 
one, 1 shall fulfil my moat sacred duties ; and the king’* 
success has provided against; the other, since Holland 
has surrendered without farther resistance, and the de- 
puties are at court, as 1 informed you ,the other day. 
Let us therefore, my child# abandon thg odea i^at we 
can form just opinions of^the , future ; and let us think 
of nothing but the mis^tune of iriadame de Longue* 
ville, which, having really taken place, we cannot be 
deceived in. The war seems to have been waged on 
purpose to kill her poor son ; the next moment all was 
peace ; and in short, the king is now fully occupied in 
receiving deputies from the different towns that surreto* 
der. He will return count of Holland (comte de H&l- 
lande). This is a wonderful victory, and shows that 

VOl . II. K 
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nothing can resist his forces or his command: the snftst 
way is to honour and fear him, and never to speak of 
him without admiration. 

I have at length seen mad a me de Longue vdle. 
Chance placed me near lur btd <-he made me diuw 
still nearer to her, and w is the first who spoke , for 1 
never abound in words on these occasions Mic snd 
she did not doubt that I pitied her, and with jusliu , foi 
her misfoitune was complete. Slit mentioned m idame 
de la Fayette and monsitui d llacquoville, as those of 
her friends who she imagined would sympathise the 
most with hei : she talked of my son, and ot the lnend- 
slup hti son entertained foi him I shall not tioublc 
you with my replies , tiny weie such as the nature ot 
the conversation required , and, in fact, I was so much 
aflected, that it was impossible to speak amiss 1 was 
soon obliged to gi\e place to the crowd of v lsitois V\ hen 
I put myself in the pi ice of this unfortunate woman, 
the circumstance <>i ptacc appears the most ciucl blow 
that could ha\e been given to the he ait , when I return 
to myself again, 1 bless Htaven for it, since it is the 
means of pieserving my dear bevigne to mi, and tin 
rest of oui fi tends. 

You are now at Gugnan ; you want to terrify me, 
with the fear that I shall not be able to walk out wh< n 
1 couie, and that ihert will be no peais oi peaches left , 
but you, my dear child, will be there, and when I am 
tired of counting the boards m j our rooms, shall I not 
have your fine terraces to walk on ' Will you not giv« 
me some dried figs and giapes? as )ou please, I 
shall vciy willingly expose m\stH to the dr\ne«s of the 
country, tiustmg 1 shall miet with no othei dryness 
I only foresee a little dispute that is likely to ar se be- 
tween us, about youi little boy, whom you will wish 
me to love better than my little girl, which I do not 
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tiitnk is possible, for I am so much attached to the dear 
child, that 1 feel great regret in the idea of leaving her 
behind. 

Monsieur de la Rechefoucault is very uneasy about 
M. de Marsillac’s wound ; he is apprehensive it may 
terminate in a mortification. I do not know whether 
you should write to madame de Longueville, or not, 
but I think you ought. 1 have seen a good caricature 
lately on Holland, which is represented by a countess, 
apparently a hundred years of ago, and veiy ill: she 
is attended by four physicians, which are the kings of 
England, Spain, France, and Sweden. The king of 
England desires her to show him htr tongue, and cries, 
“ Ah 1 what a foul tonguef!” The king of France feds 
her pulse, and says, “ She must be bled copiously.” I 
do not remember what the rest say ; but it is on the 
w hole a very humorous and just satire. 

I am extremely glad you are not with child, for now 
you will soon be fiee from all your other disorders : I 
do not believe a syllabic of your loss of beauty. 1 have 
seen two or three Provencals, whose names I have for- 
gotten. Pio\ence, however, is become very dear to 
me: it has quite effaced my regard for Britany and 
B<ii gundy: in comparison I despise them. 

LETTER CCXXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Friday, July 1, 1672. 

Ar length, my child, our dear aunt's sufferings are at 
an end. She has cost us many tears. I, who am so 
easily affected, have in particular wept profusely. She 
was found dead in her bed at five o'clock yesterday 
morning. The preceding evening she was extremely 
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ill, and would get up fiom restlessness; but she 
was so weak th:it she could not sit in her chair, and 
kept sinking down and falling out of it, so that she was 
obliged to be supported. Mademoiselle de la Trousse 
flattered herself that this weakness proceeded only from 
want of sustenance : her mouth was convulsed ; iny 
cousin said the milk she had taken had merely made 
her mouth uncomfortable; for my pait, I believed her 
dying. At eleven o’clock she made a sign to me to 
leave her : I kissed her hand, she gave me her blessing, 
and I quitted the apartment. .She then took a little 
milk to oblige mademoiselle de l.i Trousse, but could 
not swallow it. They laid her in the bed; she made 
every one leave the room, raying she w as going to sleep. 
About four in the morning word was brought to made- 
moiselle dc la Trousse that madarne was asleep ; upon 
which she ordered her not to be disturbed upon any ac- 
count. At five she said she would go and see if she was 
still asleep : they went to the bed-side, and found her 
dead. Upon which a melancholy scene ensued ! It 
was with difficulty they could disengage her daughter 
from the corpse : however, they contrived to carry bci 
into another room. They next came to acquaint me ; I 
immediately ran thither in great agitation, and found 
my poor aunt cold and stiff, hut laid so much at her 
case, that I do not think she had for six months expe- 
rienced so tranquil a moment as that in which she ex- 
pired : she was not at all changed. I kneeled by her, 
and when I had paid my tribute of tears to this mourn- 
ful sight, I went in quest of mademoiselle de la Trousse, 
I found in a situation that might have melted the 
^rv stones. 1 brought her hither with me, and in the 
evening mademoiselle de la Trousse came and took my 
cousin home with her, from whence she proposes re- 
moving her to the family-seat, till the return of M 
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ttc ),i Trousse. I am now ready to set out, having no 
longer any tiling to detain me; and so, my dear, fare- 
well. . 

I have been promised some news; 1 am in expecta- 
tion of it : it seems the king continues the chain of his 
conquests. But you take no notice of the death ol 
M. de Longueville, nor of the pains 1 have taken to 
supply you with intelligence : not a word about my 
letters ! In short, 1 fancy I am writing to one deaf and 
dumb. But I see how it is ; I must absolutely come to 
Grignan ; your patience is worn threadbare. Our abbe 
semis you a thousand gnod wishes; I perfectly adoir 
him for his noble perseverance in making the jnumev 
to Provence. 


LETTER CCXXll. 

to tiie s\mi:. 

Paris, NinJuv, July :|, U>73. 

I am going to take my little girl to I.ivri ; be not 
uneasy on her account, I am extremely careful of her, 
and I certainly love her much better than you do. [ 
shall go and take leave of M. d’Andilly to-morrow, and 
return on Tuesday to purchase some trifles, after which, 

I shall set out immediately, leaving my letter with my 
good La Troche, who undertakes to tell you all the news. 
She is much better qualified for this office than 1 am : 
the interest she has in the army gains her better infor- 
mation than almost any other person receives, and espe- 
cially one who for four days past has been occupied 
with tears, mourning, masses, funerals, and even death. 
I own I was overwhelmed with vexation, when my ser-. 
vant came and told me there were no letters for me by 
♦he post; this is the second time I have been disappointed. 
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and though 1 believe it is the fault of the post, or of 
your journey, it does not alter my feeling : as I am got 
accustomed to disappointments of this nature, ,1 bear 
them with very ill grace. You have been so ill that I 
am always fancying some misfortune will happen to 
you, and you have been so rash since you left me, that 
I have reason to fear every evil because you do not fear 
auy. Adieu, my dearest, I would say more if I had 
heard from you. 


l.KTTER CCXXill. 

TO THE SAME. 

Livri, Sunday evening, July 3, 16;-^. 

I have many excuses to make to you, my dear child, 
for the letter l wrote to you this morning before I ar- 
rived here. I had not received yours: my friend at 
the post-office sent me word that there was no letter for 
me, and I was in perfect despair. It is now ten o'clock 
at night ; and M. de Coulanges, whom I adore, and who 
is the best creature in the world, has sent me your letter 
which was enclosed in his packet. He dispatched his 
Own servant with it by moonlight, judging how happy 
it would make me to receive it, and he judged truly. 
I am sorry you lost one of my packets ; as they were 
filled with news, it puts you out of the train of affairs, 
and breaks the thread of your knowledge of what 
passes. 

You must, doubtless, have had very exact accounts, 
by which you may understand that the Rhine was ill 
defended. The great wonder is that our troops swam 
over it. The prince and his Argonauts * were in a boat ; 

* The name given to the flower of the Grecian princes, who accon. 
panied Jason to Colchis, in quest of the Golden View. 
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and the first part of the enemy's troops they fell in 
w ith on the other side of the river, laid down their arms, 
and demanded quarter; but unhappily M.de Longue- 
Mile, who doubtless did not hear this, hurried on to the 
entrenchments with warlike ardour, arrived at the bar- 
rier, and killed the first man he met. At the same in- 
stant he himself received five or six wounds. The duke 
followed him ; the prince followed his son, and all the 
rest followed the prince. This occasioned a dreadful 
slaughter, which it is plain would have been avoided# 
had they known the enemy’s intention of yielding. 
Hut every thing is in the disposal of Providence. 

The count de Guiche performed an action, the suc- 
cess of which has covered him with glory; whereas 
had it failed, he would have been considered criminal. 
He was sent to ascertain whether the river was fordable 
or not ; he said it was, though it is probable he knew 
the contrary. Whole squadrons swam over on horse- 
back, without breaking their ranks: it is true, he was 
himself at the head of them. This was never attempt- 
ed before; it succeeded; he surrounded the enemy’s 
troops, and forced them to yield. You see that his for- 
tune and his valour keep pace with each other. But 
you have doubtless had particular accounts of this dar- 
ing adventure. 

The chevalier Nantouiliet fell from his horse into the 
river; he immediately sunk to the bottom, but rose 
again ; a second time he sunk, and again he rcpe : at 
last, he laid hold of the tail of one of the horses, which 
brought him safe to land ; he mounted it, rushed into 
the thickest of the battle, received two shots in his 
hat, and returned in high spirits. This reminds me of 
Orontes *, prince of the Massagetes. 


* A hero in the romance of Camndra. 
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It is very true, that M. de Longueville had hern i .> 
confession before he went away. As he never boasted 
of such things, he did not even acquaint his -mother 
with it ; the confession was conducted by our friends (of 
Port-Royal), and the absolution was deferred for more 
than two months : it is so certain, however, that madame 
de Longue vi lie can have no doubt of it : what a conso- 
lation this must be to her ! He bestowed great sums in 
purposes of charity, which no one knew of, and which 
were given on condition they should be kept secret. 
No man ever possessed more solid virtues, or fewer vices, 
than he did. He had a little pride, vanity, and haugh- 
tiness : but certainly no one ever approached so near 
perfection. He was above praise ; if the world was sa- 
tisfied w’ith his conduct, that was enough for him. I 
frequently sec persons who have not yet recovered from 
their concern at his loss ; but the generality have already 
forgotten it. This melancholy news was only subject 
of grief for three or four days ; the regret of the public 
for the loss of Madame* continued much longer. The 
individual interest every one has in uhat passes in the 
army, hinders him from paying much attention to the 
misfortunes of others. Since the first engagement, no- 
thing has been talked of but surrendered cities, and of 
the arrival of deputies to desire the favour of being re- 
ceived among his majesty’s ncwly-conquered subjects. 
Do not forget to write a line or two to La Troche, upon 
her son’s having distinguished himself at the passage of 
the river : he has been praised to the king, as one of 
the foremost in that adventurous affair. There is no 
probability that the enemy will defend himself against 
such a victorious army. The French are certainly verv 
fine soldiers ; every thing must yield to the brilliancy 

* The princes Henrietta Anne of England, prince?* de Cunt!. 
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and hardihood of their actions : in short, no river can 
now he a defence against their all-conquering valour. 

Adiru, my dearest child ! Pardon the concern I have 
felt at lviving been so long without hearing from you; 
your letters are so agreeable, that the .want of them can 
be recompensed by nothing but your presence. 

LETTER* CCXX1V. 

MADAME DE SKVK.NL tO MADAME DE BUSSY. 

Paris, June 7, 

I ii vi) resolved, I know not why, to push my imperti- 
nence to the utmost extremity, and as \ once neglected 
answering a letter of yours, I determined not to stop 
there, but to go on in the same way, so long as you did 
me the honour of writing to me. Put in spite of this 
good resolution I am forced to yield. Your letter dis- 
arms me ; I can no longer be so brutal, and I never ex- 
pected to be so weak. I have been very much amused 
at what you told me, and have omitted to write to you, 
more from the fear of writing nothing worth reading, 
than the desire of oOending you as I have done. Is it 
thus you write, madame? your style partakes of the 
beauties of the Rouvilles and the Rabutius: it has no- 
thing provincial in it ; and instead of apostrophising 
you in a letter to your husband, I shall write to him in 
this, if I think of it. This is a change which must ne- 
cessarily surprise you. You give me a new irfeentive 
to be careful of my little shoot, and 1 should certainly 
avail myself of it, if I were not going into Provence. 
Rut I am going to see this poor Grignan. I do not 
know whether I shall take Burgundy in my way, hut 
in any case, if I do not inform you of it, it will be be- 
cause I shall not pats near you, and shall be unwilling 

k .5 



202 


LETTERS OF 


to stop. It is a long time since I saw our student. I 
do not retract a syllable of what I formerly said in hit 
favour: his mind appears to me docile and amiable. 1 
lost my aunt de la Trousse a week ago, after an illness 
of seven months. Her long suffering and subsequent 
death have made me shed many tears. I loved and 
honoured her sincerely. I shall not therefore give your 
compliments to her, but to my uncle the abbe, who 
highly esteems you, and is much obliged by your re- 
membrance. 


LETTER GCXXV. 

'Y^DAME de sevicme ro MADAME de giuonan. 

Paris, Friday, July 8, 1672. 

Well, my dear child, you are now at Grignan, expect- 
ing me. I, on my side, am in all the hurry of depar- 
ture ; and if I were to spend the whole day in thinking 
and wishing, I should not see you so soon ; but I am 
just setting out; and if I write to you again on Monday, 
you may be assured it will be for the last time. Be as 
indolent as you please now, that you may have no in- 
dolence about you at my arrival. In some respects our 
humours are very opposite ; but in many other things, 
we perfectly agree, and then, as you say, our hearts 
answer almost to our degree of relationship. 

I have been at St. Maur to take my leave, but I had 
not the power to do it : for, without vanity, the deli- 
cacy of madame de la Fayette is such, that she cannot 
bear without emotion the loss of a friend like mej 
these are her ov\n words. I went thither with M. de la 
Rtifchefoucault. We had a great deal of chat upon the 
road ; we found madame du Plessis there, and mesda- 
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nioise lies do la Rochefoucault, and Goumlle, who, by 
the stroke of a magic wand, made an admirable supper 
spring out of the ground for us. Madame dc la Fay- 
ette kept me there all night. The next day. La Troche 
and the abhe Arnauld came to visit me, and found me 
making up niv packets. I bid adieu to M. d’Andilly. 
1 have a thousand other tilings to do : my heart has not 
been so much at ease for a long time. 

My son has written to me in a style, as if the cam- 
paign were finished. lie says every thing has yielded 
to the king; that Grotius* is arrived at the camp, to 
conclude a treaty of peace, and the on!) difficult thing 
for his majesty, is to find enemies to oppose him. If 
he returns as soon as is expected, my son intends to 
come to us at Griguan. He says a good deal of you ; 
when you write to him, desire him to take this pretty 
excursion. Hedias seen the chevalier de Grignan, who 
is well, and who told him he did not write to me often. 
He has never answered my last note; 1 will forgive 
him on condition he is not killed. 

There arc a great many ladies in tears for the death 
of M. de Longuevitle: they make -the profession (ft 
grief ridiculous. They all want to converse with M. 
de la Rochefoucault ; but he, who has a greater fear of 
being ridiculous than of any thing in the world, has 
sent them to seek comforters elsewhere. 

La Marans affects to appear oppressed with grief. 

It is ten months since she has seen her sister +; they 

» 

* Ambassador from the statcs-general to the court of France, an* 1 , 
pensionary of Rotterdam. - *• 

+ Mademoiselle de Montalais. She was a woman of great wit, but 
of great intrigue. She had been, at the same time, the confidante of 
Madame, of mademoiselle de la Vallie.e, of madame de Montesyar., 
then demoiselle de Tonnay, of M> du Ciuicbe, of the king, &c. 
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are on ill terms together. She was there three days 
ago in a mask ; and without any preamble, or even un- 
masking, though her sister immediately knew her, she 
burst into tears, and began thus : “ Dear sister, I am 
come to beg you to tell me, how you felt upon the death 
of your lover. Did you weep long r Were you able 
to sleep? Did you feel a weight at your heart ? Good 
God! how did you act? Was it not dreadful ? How 
could you bear it? Did yon admit company ? Could 
you read? Did you ever go abroad? Oh! what a 
sad situation !” In short, my child, can you not fancy 
you hear her? Her sister made her such answers as 
she thought proper; and flew to M. de la Rochefou- 
cault to describe this ridiculous scene to him, who 
would have laughed at it, if any thing could make him 
laugh. For our parts, we all thought it a folly worthy 
of her, and not inferior to that fine adventure of hers, 
when she went to visit the good man Andilly, fancying 
him to be the Druid Adamas, to whom the shepherdesses 
of Lignon resorted to relate their amorous grievances, 
and to receive consolation from him. I thought this 
history could not fail.to divert you as much as it did us. 
Dantpierrc is very nauph grieved ; but not so much as 
Th6oban, who, on account of the death of her brother, 
has retired to our sisters of Sainte Marie. 

Castelnau is. consoled; she has been told that M. dr 
Longueville^once said to Ninon, “ Deliver me, made- 
moiselle, from the persecution of this fat marchioness de 
Castelnau.*’ Upon this she has resumed her gaiety so 
far as to enter again into the dance. As for the mar- 
chionessd’Uxelles, her affliction is that of a true friend. 
The infant son * of M. de Longueville is the same of 

* This was a child he had hy inadamc de la Fcru?. He left him five 
hundred thousand livres. Sonic jears after, when Louis XIV. thought 
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whom you have heard so much; it is nno of thr finest 
histories of our days. I trust you will not furgt t to 
write to my cousin de la Trousse, whose grief and merit, 
with regard to the care she has taken of her mother, 
are above all praise. 

Let me entreat you, my dear, whatever others may 
say, to get some oil of scorpions * made, that we may 
find the remedy with the disease. I was talking of 
jour cousins the other day, when a Provencal assured 
nie, that they were not the only troublesome ones you 
had at Grignan, for that there w:i> another kind, which, 
without wounding you severely, did you infinitely more 
harm. Methinks you look now like madanie de Soten- 
\illc in the play : for you will soon have work eHougli 
upon your hands to receive a troop, that will put your 
pigeon-house, farm-yard, warren, and all, in requisition. 
But, my dear child, I only say this for want of some* 
thing else to say ; for if I thought you killed a pigeon 
more on our accounts, I should be very angry with 
you. You will destroy our abbe if you tempt him with 
varieties ; your usual table is more than sufficient. La 
Mousse f has been a little staggered in his resolution 
with the fear of fleas, gnats, scorpions, bad roads, and 
the noise he may happen to meet with ; all these have 
formed a train of hideous monsters in ins poor brain, for 

of acknowledging his natural children, to set the example and prepare 
the public fur the event, they began with the child of M. de Longue- 
ville. He was in the same situation as the childien of madame de 
Moutespan, because inadame dc la Fertl gave birth 10 him (taring the 
life of her husband. 

* Scorpions are very common in Provence, and in roost parts of the 
south of Prance, especially in low and marshy situations The oil roade^ 
from the fat of this reptile is cornicle red as a sovereign remedy for its 
bite. . 

f This gentleman was to be of the party with madame dc S 6 igiU! 
and die abbe de Coulanges, in their journey to Grignau. 
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which I have laughed at him very heartily; and then 
to hear him cry, " What a figure I shall make! Lord 
help me, I am nobody; 1 am not lit to appear in such 
company as we shall find there.” Ti.is is what you 
may call proud humility. lyilacqueville is expected 
here soon, but lie is not likely to meet w ith me. I have 
taken care to have your compliments presented to ma- 
dame de Terrnes; and why not? M. de Vivonne is 
very ill of his wounds ; M. Marsillac is very little 
better, and the prince is almost well. 1 have no parti- 
cular news. VVe are in continual expectation of peace, 
and of the entire conquest of Holland. It is said Nt- 
meguen makes a show of defending itself ; hut it only 
serves for matter of laughter. I send you a pretty ma- 
drigal and the Holland gazette : the paragraph respect- 
ing the two sisters*, and that on the subject of Amster- 
dam, are very amusing. Adieu, my dear child : but 
before I teal my letter, tell me, do you think 1 love 
you? 


LETTER CCXXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Monday, July 11, 1672. 

Not a word more about my journey: it is so long 
since we have talked on no other subject, that, at last, 
it is become tiresome; long expectation blunts joy, 
as a long continuance of a disease does the pain of 
it. You will have wasted all the pleasure you would 
have in seeing me, by waiting so long for it. 1 have 
been obliged to see the last duties paid to my poor 
( aunt; but now all is oyer, and 1 set out on Wednesday. 


* MesUanrcs Colonne and Mazarin. 
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[ shall sleep either at Elson or Mclun. 1 intend to go 
by way of Burgundy, but shall not stop at Dijon ; 

1 must give a day or two to an old aunt, w limn by the 
bye I tfo not much care for; however, I will write to 
you from every place where it can be done; I cannot, 
fix the day. It is delightful weather. Our abbe is all 
joy and content ; La Mousse is a little fearful of the 
length of the journey, but I will keep up his spirits: 
for my own part, I am overjoyed ; if you have the least 
doubt of this, send me word to Lyons, that 1 may go 
back again. 

This, my child, is all I have to say to you upon the 
subject. 1 have taken all imaginable precautions about 
my dear little girl. I have taken her from Livri, not- 
withstanding my first resolution. She is a thousand 
times better here. She has already given me a proof 
that I did well, fur since her return hither, she has had 
a pretty little slight eruption, called the small-pox, 
which was attended with little or no sickness. Little 
Pecquet* restored her in two visits, whereas had she 
been at Livri, God knows how much trouble it might 
have cost us. If you wish to know whether I saw he r 
during her illness, 1 shall assure you that 1 did not quit 
her a moment during the time ; 1 fear infection no more 
than you do precipices ; in short, she is now in full 
health, and in the midst of every kind of assistance in 
case of future accidents. Every one has approved my 
bringing her back from Livri : so all is settled. Ad eu, 
inv lovely child. Pray is M. de Grignan desirous that 
I should visit him in his fine castle ? 

* She calls him Little Pecquet from kindness. He was a great ana- 
tomist, and discovered a UcumI vein, which has preserved the nainc of 
the H'frioir of Pecquet. He often gave brandy medic i nail), but lie 
ahg used it freely, and die remedy was the cause of ids death. 
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LETTER CCXXVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

From Auxrrn*, Saturday, July lfi, 1072 . 
Well, my child, here I am at last ; 1 am still at a great 
distance from you, and yet 1 already feel the pleasure 
of being somewhat nearer to you. 1 set out on Wednes- 
day from Paiis, with the vexation of not having re- 
ceived any letters by Tuesday's post ; but the hope of 
seeing you at the end of my long journey keeps me in 
spirits. Every one told me jestingly that 1 should kill 
our dear abbe, m making lmn take a journey into Pro- 
vence during the heat of suimuei ; hut he laughed at 
these idle tales, and Heaven has lewarded him for it, by 
the finest weather thal heart could wish; there id no 
dust; it is delightfully cool, and the days are at the 
longest. What can be wished for more ? Our Mousse 
begins to take courage: we travel mighty gravely. M. 
de Coulanges would have been of service to enliven us 
a little. We have found nothing worh reading but 
Virgil ; not Virgil tutvesti I assure you, but Virgil * in 
all the majesty of the Latin and the Italian. To be 
completely merry, one must be with merry people : you 
know my way ; I am as other people are, but am never 
the first to begin. I am a little dull at not knowing how 
affairs go in Hullaiui; when I set out, they were be- 
tween peace and war. This is the most critical juncture 
that France has experienced for a considerable time, 
both with regard to public and private interests. 

JLJYTadamc dc Sdvigre speaks here of a translation of the jEneiJ 
into Julian verse by Ilanni1i.it Caro, who is almost the only one that 
has preserved the beauties of that noble author. 
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Adieu, then, my dear child; I hope to find letters 
from you at Lyons. Let me tell you, you are greatly 
obliged l o our dear abbe and La Mousse, but not at all 
to me. 


LETTER * CCXXVIII. 

i no M M VDA.ME DE SbVlCKL TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

Montjru, July ‘22, 10/3, 

You always speak wonders, M. le Comte: all your 
arguments are just, and it very true that, in war, the 
event makes the action rash or heroic. If the. count do 
Ciuiche had been beaten in passing the Rhine, the blame 
would have fallen upon him, for he was only ordered 
to ascertain whether the river was fordable, and he pro- 
nounced that it was when it was not; and it is only be- 
cause the event succeeded that he i9 covered with ho- 
nour. The anecdote of the prince of Orange delighted 
me. I verily believe he was right, and that the gene- 
rality of young women flatter themselves. As for the 
monks, I did not exactly think with them, but I was 
not far short of it. You have given me pleasure in un- 
deceiving me : I now begin to breathe. The king may 
be considered as only on a journey, and taking Holland 
as he passes by way of amusement. I own 1 never took 
so much interest in the war before, and the reason is 
not very difficult to discover. My son was not .com- 
manded to pass the Rhine. He is standard-bearer to 
the gend’armes of the dauphin, under M. de la Trousse. 
1 had rather he were in that situation than a volunteer. 
I observed a word or two of Italian in vour letter, and 
it appeared as if you were learning it: would it were 
so! You know I have always told you that this only 
was wanting to your accomplishments. Learn it, my 
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dear cousin, I beg ; it will repay your trouble. Since 
you think me a model of discernment and taste, pray 
follow my advice. If you had not been at Dijon wait* 
ing the unfortunate termination of the poor count de 
Limogc's lawsuit, you would have been in this country 
when I passed through it, and you would have heard 
from me, as I told you, from my cousin de Toulon- 
jon’s. Madame de Toulonjnn came there on Monday to 
see me, and M. Jeannin pressed me so earnestly to come 
here, that 1 could not refuse him. lie ha« made up to 
me for the day I have given him by a relay, which 
will take me to-morrow to sleep at Chalons, as I had 
intended. I found this place very much improved since 
1 was here sixteen years ago : but this is not the case 
with me, and time, which has given great beauty to 
these gardens, has robbed me of my youth, which I 
can never expect to recover. You would have restored 
it to me more than any one, by the pleasure I should 
have had in seeing you, and by the merriment we are 
sure to have when we meet. But Heaven has decreed 
otherwise, and Jupiter too, who has contented himself 
with placing me on his mountain, without letting me 
see all my family. Madame de Toulonjon, my cousin, 
is pretty and amiable. I did not think she had been so 
well made, nor that she had so good an understanding. 
She has told Die a great many pleasing thiugs of your 
daughters, which I readily believe. Adieu, my cousin, 
I am * going into Provence to see my poor Grignan. 
See what it is to love. I wish you all the happiness 
you deserve. 
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LETTER CCXXIX. 

FROM MADAME DE SEVIGNE TO MADAME DE GRIGNAN. 

Lyon*, Wednesday, July 27, 167®. 

Ir this date does not please you, I know not what to do 
for you. I received your two letters yesterday by ma- 
dame de Rochebonnc *. I never saw so surprising a 
likeness; in short, it is M. de Grignan himself, in the 
person of a most agreeable woman: she perfectly adores 
you. 1 shall not tell you how much I love her, nor how 
much I can believe you love her. As to her brother- 
in-law f, at whose house I take up my abode while in 
this place, he is absolutely captivating; such ease, 
such freedom reigns about him, as perfectly suits with 
my temper, and makes me charmed with him. The 
in tend ant} with his lady, and madaine de Coulanges, 
came to receive me at the boat : 1 supped with them, 
and dined there yesterday. They walk with me, and 
i*how me every thing that is worth seeing: in short, 1 
am quite ashamed at receiving so many attentions ; I 
cannot conceive what it is that makes them so much 
esteem me. I would fain have set out to-morrow, but 
madame de Coulanges insisted upon another day, as the 
condition of her coming toGrignan: I readily acqui- 
esced, certain that this arrangement would be agreeable 
to you ; so I shall not leave this place till Friday .morn- 
ing : we shall sleep at Valence. I have good sailors, at 

* Therc»a Adh&rur dc Monteuil, countess de Ilochebonne, sister to 
M. de Griguan. 

+■ M. de Cluteauneuf, canon, count, and chatuarier (or chamberlain) 
■d‘ the church of St. John of Lyons; brother to the late count de 
lluchchonne, commandant for the king in the L^onnoU. 

I M. du Gut-liagnob, father to madame de Coulanges. 
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host, I desired not to have yours w ho are gr< at kuai ra . 
they receive charges about me as if I were n princess. 
Saturday, about one o'clock in the afternoon ,1 shall be 
at Robinet*, at least, as the chamberlain tell** me. If 
you leave me there, there i <liall <tav. I shall not men- 
tion a word of my excessive joy. Our dear ahbc is 
well; it is to him that all our compliments ate due. 
La Mousse is still alive. We wish to hr* \\i»h you eveiv 
moment, and my hcai t flutters when 1 think of it. 

My equipage came thus far without accident or in- 
convenience, but yesterday I had the misfortune to lose 
one of iny horses, which was drowned at the watering- 
place. 1 ha\c now only five, so that I am afraid I shall 
disgrace you ; bur it is not my fault. 1 have had a 
great many compliment's of condolence upon my loss, 
but I support it with hcroiMii. Madame dc (Joulanges 
advises me by all means to stay and spend my summer 
here; she says it is ridiculous to think of going farther, 
and so would have me content myself with sending you 
my compliments. I wish you could hear her when she 
is saying all this. She will certainly come and see us, 
if it is only to raise your spirits. Adieu, my dearest, 
child ; your little girl is very well ; she is at Paris, taken 
great care of, and more visited and attended than I am : 
it was a good thought of mine to leave her tlier^; I love 
her dearly. But here comes madame de Rochcbonne! 
1 kiss her, and think I am kissing her brother + ; for 
which reason, I shall send him no remembrance this 
d£me. Oh, what a pleasure it is to he upon the road to 
^ou, my dear countess ! 

* A landing-place ubout two leagues diMaut from Giignau. 

i t M. dc Gxignau, 
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LETTER CCXXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

From Marseilles, Wednesday, ■ — 167a. 

I sit down to write to you, my dear, after having had 
a vint from the inlendanl'* lady, and a very beautiful 
harangue. I am now expecting a present, and the pre- 
sent expects my pistole. I am enchanted with the sin- 
gular beauty of this place. Yesterday was a heavenly 
day; and the spot * from whence I had a view of the 
sea, the bastides, the hills, and the town itself, surpass 
every tiling I have ever seen, but what delights me 
more than all the rest, is madume de Montfuronf: she 
is really a charming woman, and it is impossible not to 
love her. A crowd of chtval.crs came here to receive 
M. de (iTignan J at his arrival ; names that were known, 
and names that were unknown; knights-errant, long 
swords, smart cocked hats, a spice of war, of romance, 
of embarkations, disembarkations, adventures, chains, 
slavery, captivity, and captives; all this, to one of so 
romantic a turn as I am, is inexpressibly delightful. 
M. de Marseilles paid us a visit yesterday evening, and 
to-day we are to dine with him. I tell you the affair 
is as good as done. The weather is so very bad at pre- 
sent, it makes me dull : we can see neither the sea, the 
galleys, nor the harbour. With all due respect to Aix, 
Maiaeilles is a very charming town, and more populous 

* This plain Ls, in the language ol' the country, called La Vista, and 
is grtatU «*dii iit:d f >r ihe luauts of its prospect. 

f* Mars <!' P 'Kicicz dc Hi t, wife of Laurie dc Valbellt, marquis 
<!'• M')n»fi.ron, and first cous.n in M. d»* (irigijan. 

t M. de Ct r 's r \ an had come thu-> far to meet his mother-in-law, and 
• ■•n-hut her to Cirignan. 
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than Paris: it has, at least, a hundred thousand inha- 
bitants ; how many beauties there are I cannot pretend 
to tell, for I have neither time nor leisure for the cal- 
culation. The air in general is thick, so that t upon the 
whole, I had rather be with you. No place can please 
without you ; and Provence surely less than any other. 
Thank God that you possess more courage than I do; 
but do not despise me lor my weakness, nor laugh at 
my chains. 


LETTER CCXXXI. 

TO 'I ME SAME. 

Marsfillry s Thursday, — — 

The devil is certainly let loose in this town; such 
dreadful weather was never known in the memory of 
man! I wonder more than ever at the manners of 
some people, who are so ostentatiously civil ^and oblig- 
ing in all outward things, and yet refuse me what I have 
most at heart; this is embracing while they strike a 
dagger into the breast. They thought to dazzle my 
senses; but in the midst of mv civilities I show them 
that I can see, and I believe they would laugh as 
heartily at the farce as myself, if they dared do^ it: it 
is all masquerade. We dined yesterday with M. de 
Marseilles, and a very good entertainment we had. He 
took me in the aRetnoon to pay the necessary visits, 
and left me here at night. The governor gave us some 
good music : after which we had some humorous masks, 
among whom was a very pretty little Greek girl. Your 
husband surveyed her- Ah! my dear, he is a sad 
rogue: ifyouwereat all disposed to resentment, you 
^Hould never look on him again. There is a chevaliei 
d* M tine, who in my opinion dances delightfully ; in* 



21 5 


MADAMS SEVIGfti 

was in the character of a Turk, and il is said he does 
not hate the pretty Gretk. I think with you, that Be- 
tomas is very like Lauzun, and madame de Montfaron 
like niad^nie d’Armagnac, and mademoiselle de Peuncs 
like the late mademoiselle de Cosse. We are always 
talking of Paris, and of our friends there, with every 
body who knows it. If there should be ail hour of 
sunshine presently, M. de Marseilles is to take me to 
gape about. So muc h for Marseilles and your absence ; 
in the meanwhile 1 cannot help putting my hand to my 
head. I a Santa Cruz * is handsome, fresh-coloured, 
gay, and unaflected ; there is nothing false nor bor- 
rowed in her appearance. 1 desire you will think in 
time of paying her your compliments, not fuigMtiug to 
praise her rigadoon, in which she excels. Farewell, 
my lovely child: the reflection of not seeing you dance 
among us, absolutely spoils every thing of the kind, 
to me. 


LETTER CCXXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Marseilles, Thursday night, at l <2 o'clock. 

I wrote to you this morning, my dear. I now proceed 
to give you an account how I have passed my time 
since. I went to mass at the church of St. Victor with 
the bishop t ; from thence we went On board the RealeJ, 
saw the exercise there, the flags flying, heard the ghns 
fired off, and saw feats of activity performed by a Turk; 
then we dined ; and after dinner away went the bishop 


* N. de Galdans, marchioness de Forbin Sainte Croix, 
■f* Of Marseilles. 

X The admiral- galley, so called. 
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and I, cheek by jowl, to <*ee the citadel, and the pro- 
spect from thence; then we visited the arsenal, and saw 
all the magazines, and the hospital; then we walktd 
round the harbour; and afterwards returned *.o supper 
at the prelate’s, where we had all kinds of music. Wr 
bad a conversation together, in which 1 said all I thought 
proper, and without any rudeness, incivility, or auger. 
T represented to him* coolly and dispassionately, the 
fnonstrousness of his proceedings : I told him how much 
more agreeable to me it would have been, had he given 
me a real proof of his friendship at Lambesc, instead of 
loading me with ceremonies and entertainments here at 
Marseilles, winch he must be sensible could only amuse 
the public, lie seemed a good deal confused ; and, in 
fact, the more distant the thing becomes, the more he 
tees it in its true light. There can be no excuse for 
not obliging me in such a trifle, when he himself, had 
he hadf the least regard for me, might have found a 
thousand reasons for it, to one objection against it. 1 
repeated to him how plainly he discovered his dislike to 
us on that occasion: for, said 1, the pretext wa« so 
poor, that it was easy to sec through it. At last we 
parted: but be assured of this, that had we been the 
best friends in the world, he could not have done me 
more honours at th|a place. To-morrow at five o’cloi k 
we shall set out ; anddo I take my leave of you for the 
present* my dear. 1 have received your letter, and read 
all the affectionate, expressions it contains with senti- 
ments that cannot be expressed. 
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LI TTJ£U qpcxxUl. 

rnoM Xdamb de sevionI Yo ikapAME grignan.' 

Laanbesc, Ttua^porwfag, 10 oYlock, u>;t* 
Whfn we reckon without Providence, We must ffequent* 
ly reckon twice. I was dressed from head. hjf 

eight o’clock ; I had drank my coffee, beard HM 
taken leave of every body, the mules were loaded*^OffitI 
the tinkling of their bells gave me itotfce that it wn 
time to mount my litter ; my room was fall of people* 
entreating me not to think of setting out on account of 
the heavy ram winch had fallen incessantly for several 
days, and was then pouring more violently than dker ; 
but I resisted all their arguments, resolving to abide by 
the promise I made you in my letter of yeetetj^py, of 
1 <nng with you by Thursday at farthest: alt that very 
instant, in came M. de Grignan in his oigblhgown and 
slippers, and talked to me very gravely of the rashness 
such an undertaking, saying thgt the muleteer would 
not be able to follow the litter; that my mules would 
tall into some ditch on the read ; that my people would 
be so wet and fatigued, that they Would not be able to 
lend mite assistance; so that X- changed? my mind Hpm * 
moment, and yiejded^ hi* *age remonstrance^ and 
now, my dear child, the trunks are brought bgfrk, the 
mules are unharnessed* the/ootEAbfr^nd maids Wka dry- 
ing themselves by the fire, for they were wet tBbtagfc 
in only crossing the court-yard; and 1 dispatch yes* 
this messenger, knowing your goodness will make you 
uneasy, and wishing to k^' n my own uneasiness, be* 
ing \ery anxious about \oui health; for this man will 
either bring me word hen, or meet me on the road 
In short, my dear, he will be with you at Grignan on 
yoL. ii . 
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Thutsday instead of me; and I shill set out the first 
moment it pleases God and M de Grignan, who is be- 
„ come absolute master of me* and well knows my rea- 
sons fin* wishing so much to be a* Grignan. *i should 
he glad if thte affair eould be kept a secret from M. do 
la Garde, for he #iftta$gi * most unmerciful pleasure in 
fibding^trjr thihg torn out as he foretold ; but let him 
fckko cate/ and not grow vain open this pretended gift of 


Dtonlieev. 

Mm, My dearest child; do not eapect me; I will 
come and Surprise you. Believe me, it in much against 
my will that 1 am detained prisoner at Lam bene; bat 
who coaid foresee such dreadful rains as have not been 
known in Provence for the last century i 


LETTER CCXXXIV. 

MOM MADVMR OB COtfLAMCtS lb MAADME DE sivieur 

Ljtro», Aqgust 1 , 167a. 

I have received year two letteis, my lovely friend, and 
return you a thousanifthenta for thinking of tne in the 
place where y Otters Thejbeatber is dreadfully hot ; 
I have no hope bet frpm^fr .violence *. I long to be at 
fOngoan; after t^ia ^ | Wu . * will be oat of the ques- 
yoo may d cg yf l^ O B it 1 will cant* if I am 

alive. 

The poor wMqriJ^h Villeroi daily regrets his mis- 
hhmt in not having seen yon. We have the violins 
every evening in Belie Cbur f. I am seldom there, be- 
* ing obliged to be a good deal with my mother. \ou 
most know I discharge my duty to a miracle, in the 


• ^Agreeably to the proved), “ Whatever is violent seldom lasts long.*’ 
f A public place hi the city of Lyons. 
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hope of ^cttinL, to Gngnau: thin idea put* me in good 
humoui. But we have had stiauge alterations here. 
Do you rcntembei the figmp ipadam* Sains made while * 
you w&f here f She hat hp^radcftHy^Ukcn a fancy 
to madam* Carle. The latter, Hhs mm, had her views 
in encouraging it ;for my ptfb I & hot believe a “Sa- 
lable of the mattef f bawey<|y it b Ate talk at Lyons,. 
In short, it has come not, tint ifjf tnadame«Catb) with 
whom the marrow is ip leve. Madame Sotos# in dp* 
spair ; bat she had rather see the marquis, foitldtm as 
he- is, than not see hint at all : sq thM it is thought 
there is no danger of her throwing hertiif into a con- 
vent What think yon of ill is ttotjr t dees It not carry 
an air of no vet (y with it f 

Adieu, my dearest friend, * I forgot to tell you, that 
the marquis de Villeroi intends to vMt CMgnant with 
your friend the count de Roofiebottae. . I ain extremely 
obliged to you for w^hiag4Ufc n^th faaj there are few 
tilings I more tara#$jr dsipre than tp sff&yo nr castle as 
soon as possible. My petfedrc, IgL vuUtU, still con- 
tinues ; I hope the heat W$l4l£d#db: it foost be great 
indeed to prevent my setting out, iTfce rapidity of the 
Rhone accords with thf dtqho ^ayoof embracing yon j 
and *e> my dear friend, 'ipMgralmfr of mfoSng to 
youkt person allUtO dfof^|mn|MphtShar. You have 
promised not tq sqg affrfr enm Aw me 

(aide * ; and that a enough for fflf, 4 am pfraid yon 
will use our governor Hit \?®%rnim»n have always 
appeared tome somewhat di fliq a nt fr t u Agfodaaihdblu^s. 
You know it has been npil^ttifm that she and 1 
Vardes met: guess id what place. 


* Bfgoue, begone, yoainhUeow 





1T20 


LETTER CCXXXV. 

l THE SAlfo TO TUB SAME. 

Ljftns, Sept* 11} 1672* 

I am rejoiced, my dear ftigpd, to find that I have rea- 
sohto believe yon rOgrdt my absence'; and what con- 
firms the belief to me, is the uneasiness I feel at being 
no logger with you*. I have made^your compliments 
to the charmer i, which he received very properly. I 
am satisfied with him. Pray send Corbinelh to me ; his 
apaitinent is quite ready* and I expect him with apjm- 
patunce that claims this little journey of him : all onr 
beauties too oxpttit him* and will not set out for the 
country till ^e comes. If he abuses my credulity* and 
all this turns out to be a mere project, I shall break 
with hjm for ever^ Adieu* my dear friend ; I have a 
little business wftiTthe countess ^ Grignan. 

TO tCAOfcgtB Dfe ORION AN. 

1 have no longer aby taste for working, madame; it 1 * 
only at Grignan that I dm work. The charmer and I* 
indeed, began % uferk &go> in which you had 

a considerable share. * you, if you were "here, 

you would find me a grS»t wbrkwoman at present. I 
had fancied the to send you some patterns ; 

but report says* you newer work from patterns your- 
and that thebe you $0* are inimitable. Adieu, 


* Madame dr ( end mges had made a journey to Grignan to set ma- 
dame de bdugnd and her (bugbter, and this letter appears to be untun 
^joon alter her letum. 

•f* This was a name given to Frantis dc Ncuwllc, marquis, afterward 1 
duke, da* Villcroi* peer and marshal ot trance. 
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dear madam ; I find it*ve*y easy to divest myself oT all 
form when I wuie to ytfl. k 

LBJTER CCXXXVt 

PROM MADAM DB COUbAHd^TO M \DAMB M siviCtfi, 

Lyons, October «JQ, iS79# 

I am very undasy about you, my charming friend; 
will you never Jl^afe off t^if strange noyon of your be- 
ing bo robust? Surely it was not a tune to think bo 
after having just been bled* I am Impatient to lit ai 
from you, and yet it will be tyng before 1 can have that 
satisfaction, Alas! this is a fine well Jitter, my dcaicst 
friend ; I am going to take a journey that will carry me 
moie than a hundred leagues froujjrou! what ‘felly 1 
Nnce tile day has been fi^sd for my departure for Paris, 
I am almost detracted to think of must leave 

bilund me: 1 leave my family, my poor ^filleted fa- 
mily; and yet I must set out All- bam ts’ day for 

Baguols, from thence to and then vo^uc l a 

gattre, happen w hat will. * K 

Are you riot ch.u mod with the $te*en# the king has 
mad& M. de Marsillac * ? Arc ,ypu not delighted with 
the lotfpr he jrrote to him? Jrap*now m the 20th book 
of Ariosto, ahJ am in.TmpwS with it. Lei me tell 
you, without intending to abusfcypm credulity, that if 
I were received infe your party at Grignan, I could 
much better dispense with Pejfti and HI diversions, than 
in P«ii is 1 can dispense with you But, my true friendj 
I must bid you adieu I shall keep the (banner for tbs 
tm countess. 

( ouu , my dear confidant | , come lather, and let m< 

* 

* Of 1 Mi #» ol tn-UmtoMr of the »<mlrobe 
1 111 a J * c »o Vl Corbmtlh. 
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take my leave pf yon: I'canfiob be happy that I did 
not see you ; it is of lfttle avsUto reflect Oft the pain it 
would hove given rile to with you again : 1 had 
father hive undergone thht, than tHe vexatiofi of not 
having had an (toPO^t unity of convincing you of my 
sentiments towaun you. 1 am delighted with M. de 
(frignan’s talent for mUt&fy ; Oils talent is necessary 
to represent probability. Adieu, my dear sir ; though 
yon piamise to be my confidant. I grieve that I am not 
worthy to accept yojtf oflbri'but cttafc and take your 
dental at Park/ Ameu, mjy frifcnd; adieu, my lady 
countess adieu, M. Corbinelli ; 1 hare the pleasure 
o! being with foa in unggination, however distant tom 
you In reality ; hpt, alas! 1 feel lively surroW'at the 
certainty ot not Undine either of youjarherh I ttn going. 

i wifi p^omktfi tell you, t£i& I om so much pleased 
with the abbacy thtrfftqg bif bestowed on '(he Coadju- 
tor, that I thij^t Wfa umSvil not to compliment me upon 
<h« occasion 

i 

verxm ccxxxvh. 

raori tnt SAME TO THE SAME. 

Ptm.Dewmb* M, t 

XHE siege ot vnanttmagpra* length rah#8 ; I shall not 
inform jM of the jPjtrtKMars pt this aflair, as I know 
mademoiselle de MwWas sent mpdAUais de Gngnan a 
Adi account of $. It hQlht yet known what route his 
iMgesty will take ; some iky he will return directly to 
gt, Geitnam, others that he will go into Flanders, we 
snail soon, liowetei, bo informed of his march 1 cau 

i * MAdatm UeSevi^nt* 

•J- The i»ru t.« (t OiaiUjC n&& obliged tu iiuse the siege of CharUrt 
the $8d of Dcc< n 1 
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affirm, with- truth, , the first intelligence; 

for tb« coqpott M.fo T«U«r*«*, where I 

spend the greatest ^ he w indisposed, 

and seety to takftjjtfeasuns tq having me with hu» 1 | < 
this » sufficient tqjjpba nxyMigont fenny attendaoc* 
on him. . “«£* 

I cannot eoncety »yw!^||o(.idei>t yon grimed m* 
ceiving M. de Coulanges’s tetter, in which 1 hadem 
closed one froiq^yself, The loss indeed is q^t grehf, 
but yet I {fetter myrelfyoju. regretted i|/ because I' lota 
you, my dean# mon^t^l 1 kdw jfcon are not un- 
grateful. , ' / 

I base been at mam at g^dg^C|^^*ve*«atfn 
topper nftarwaids. I ain m *ttdi < M)ij*t twaUh at pre- 
sent* as tp he a mate b fui you t htfp paul^topie tfefef 
war company with itedWn* de Ulfeyette ; lain delight- 


and seety to takeuteasuns tq having mi with hup^ 
this is su$<aen| tuHit mq^hfigo&t ftjj?foy attendance 


esteem at coart ; nothing of htms^wmcf*pfcwes m the 
state without her hl^i>d^'9bafl|8n |l ^ hfo madarae 
Scarroq leads surprises «v«sy oft$; a femtuu with- 

out mcceptiqn. has any intercom*® with Jpi . I li iu re- 
c«nd a letter from bar, botani tefy cautious of tmn- 
timSog it, lest 1 should $§k% forint of impertinent 
questions upon, tpe^ T MttMH Kwfes of the beau monde 
is held every evening at the np»4e|kl d’istre^’, IVlaiif- 
catnp and his ttro.<uter|j«re company. Ma? 

dame de Sanneteri#wmeti«A|pdAs tbpjwrty^ .but al- 
ways like -the figure of AadRotcIlfd ' bei grief is bpejl 
come troublesome ; 1 cannot btlp thinking she like! It 
better than she did her husband tins reason ought phf* 


* Madame de Coulan^e* w is met* to M W THlier, «[|u i 
hards chancellor oi J ranee. 



baps to make herfocget her id^jfttiont * but 1 believe her 
to be in earnest* <*d 4 there for*^($y her. The dauphin’s 
gendarmes are in&jtfb aijrny, of the prime; it is to bt 
hoped they u ill poon be 4 jMft into winter quavers, ami 
that they will )$jrt f little tune to arrange their affairs; 
I know some pefofai who are overwhelmed with them. 

I must ’take my Iea*e of you, my dearest, to pre- 
pare for the important occasion of the night. 1 assure 
you we roust be very attentive, to our dress when we 
sup with roadautc du Fresqph Permit me to make my 
conipliments^tojmadanie de ,pkghan ) it should be my 
love, 1>ufc you will not suffer that. 

The pnnoei^d^Harcoot^ has appeared at court with- 
out rouge,. fr<jjna pjjre devotion: this is a novelty which 
q0ftCf* every otfedf, and it may be called a great sacri- 
fice^ Bt|npab * is delighted at it lie adores you, my 
friend; foifot find fjgult with him,. therefore, for cen- 
surfnjf iiie ple^purg j^ou enjoy without hi<u : it is jealousy 
. that leads ljyp|o it, but you will oo|havp jealousy ex- 
cept from mm of whom yop Can be Jealous : pity poor 
Brancas. » 


LETTER CCXXXVIII. 

FROM MADAMS DR LA IMUtfCK TO MADAME DR SRV1GJIE. 

“Psris, December SO, 167*. 

1 batl seen your lo£g titter to d'Hacquevillc ; 1 per- 
fectly understand all vot^ say respecting the bishop f. 
lam convinced lie is in fault, since you complain of 
shall show your letter to Langlade, and ha\e a 


♦ ( lurks d Branch, fiw or ot the prist ess d Hanourt, and kiu^ht 
j^bonour ui qu< *n Ann < Umh>. 

I*'' 
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great ddsire sf&uTd see it too, for she 

is Teryvmucii^^\idi^ H !fl favour 'of the bishop The 
Provencals, you kltoW, im grange people, 

I send you a pstffcet for lady iland* Ydu 

will not easily gueif'bow 1 charge of it : 

it comes from tjftfearl of ^nderiaft^tta J&jglisb am- 
bassador ; be has Written tether seiiml times, but har- 
ing received no answer, * is hppfchfensi verbal his letteis 
are intercepted; and jjff^de la Rochefi^icatilW whom he 
frequently visits, has token the convey am c 

of the packet in question & 1 mojf, ^tt^refore, bqjg the 
favour of you, as you are nq longetVw»kg0to 'fend it 
by some person you can trueb mi to 

write to lady Northumberland, 4 esi|byrihr M to vnqMl 
you whether she bps received a safe, 
letter m reply to therfjHckct to yon f car^fv^wd 
lord blpiita^fsjoOt^wy has opt speeded 
have wished, so that he will proceed #^ply, t<f Show 
die world thatjaefcy Northumberland Ijp'vyes Were 
not the only motives that induced him tp-trevel. Pray 
let us know what you p$rceiv£*8f tblff aflal r, and how 
you think it will Aid. 

U.Maraos is fallen into a state of devotion, peni- 
tence, and meekness of spi^t, Shat is almost inconceiv- 
able: her sister, though nltrftprh attached to her, is 
surprised and charmed at it. ®er person is so altered, 
you would scarcely recognise her , she looks t% if J$e 
were sixty years of *g«. She Wtfs very angry with her 
si*U’i_tor having told toe what ||he said to tier abdut M. 
ile Lpngudto lie's child, and complained of me for hav* 
mg made it public; but hei complaints were so gentlsj 
tu it Montalais was cnibairasscd both for herself and for 
me ; and to excuse me in some way, she told her that 
I u \s acquainted with the strange opinion she had 0* 
’u timed of m\ being in love with M. dc Lon guev life. 
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la Marans replied 1 very justly; that iff were «wlljr*c- 
qua in ted with it, sbeWSs surprised I had not i*id sti|ch 
more, and that sWr thought I had the most reason to 
complain. M&gfttfc de Origimn wee mentioned ; she 
said a great w&lk^dioiBe things of her, and without 
the least aflfetffctiw She no longer suffers any one to 
come near tier; if God confirms this happy disposition 
m her, it Will be one of the greatest miracles I have 
ever seen* 

I went yesterday^ha the Palais Royal with mademoi- 
selle de Mot**#, w j yto i 4fctfgU t a dreadful cold. I 
shed many tet^fcof real sorrow to the memory of Ma* 
darned ]*M^|reat1y surprised at the wit of the pre- 
one f; Ubt'sp much for the sprightiiness of her 
fcuift>ur>|* for the good sense. She was rallying the 
ridicule# ^adttct of M. de Mecfclbourg, in being in 
Parisnt sometime ^ this; and I assure you no one 
could have ej$£esa*d what she said better than she did. 
She is veryMptiuate ami determined, and is certainly 
a poison of discernment, for she cannot bear mademoi- 
selle de Gourdon. Mottiieur paid me all the attentions 
possible just under the nose of madame de Gereoi- 
baitltf; however, I waS kept iu count* nance by La 
Fteuue, who moitally hptes her, and whom 1 had in- 
vited to dine with me H$$d$y* before. It is generally 
believed that the counties du Plessis § is goiug to be 

married so young Oerembadk. 

v 

a Henrietta- Anne of England, «bo died June SO, 16 ;o. 

f Efixabeth Charlotte, jpriiKen palatine of the Rhint, hIk Mon- 
dnar, oidy brother to Lewis XIV., took for his set >ud uiie the a.kt of 
Brecnbi'r, 1671. 

Govcrncsa to rite chddicn of Monsieur. 

§ Marj-Lourta le Loup dr Hellrtuue, nlict of Alexander de Cliut- 
mh count du Plena, luarned a second time to Rent Ci uni* Puv- 
gapeau. unrquu of Clenuibault, aud fuM gtntltwau of the Lur*t to 
jgjlduchess ot Oilmans. 
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M% 4ft la Rochefooeautt sends \ cu*<a thousand com- 
pl intents, He has kept* at home these f»ui or dvr days, 
liavin/ the gout in miamere. 1 have told tnadame du 
Plcssib that you writeme wonders of her son. Adieu, 
my sweet friend ; you know Jww,*PuC|£I»love you. 

LETTER CCXXXIX. 

VROM M. DE LA HOCHfeFOUCAi; LT TO MADAM E DE SRVIONI 
( fWi, ^February % 1673. 

You cannot conceive the pleasure yon gave mi by 
the most entertaining letter that was Wf$t written : it 
has been read with all the admiration you ^ould de- 
sire. I shall find it a difficult task to acqtf#* myself 90 
well of the obligation} however, I will do fny endea- 
vour, but without $e,bope of fucc<^^rg» by any 
charge? with respect tp your hya)t«b,f^^u are «0 for- 
tunate as to sund ip no need of my pra*eftptiens. 

The countess de la Payette is gone th^ morning Jto 
St. Germain, to thac^ the king, for> piston of 
hundred crowns that he has grafted her on ap abbey* 
and which in time will be wortfym thousand to hen | b^> 
it ia upon a man who has the/#a^te pension on the aEbdy 
of Fayette, so that they pifcgfk for the present; but 
upon the death of the for nter/ihp pension icmains pn 
his abbey: his majesty accompanied this gift with so, 
many kind expressions, that it gives^us reason Ip think 
he intends to confer still greater favours pn hm^ If 1 
am tTieimt,to acquaint you wf& this f»iace of rid#*, 1 
limit I have hdf repaid M. de Couktages’s letter; but 
n ho can repay us for the weary moments we pass ip 
\ our absence? The loss is so great to ipe, that no- « 
mi. but your piesence can make up for it: bufcyeO^ 
are not \ery ready at paying such debts. These arc Wot 



the first I have loti by you; and being aft oM^gM^tter, 
exposes me the more^fr these bankruptcies. The affair 
between the chevalier de Lorraine and M. de Rohan 
has terminated happily ; the king gate them credit for 
their intentia^W^&erc is no room for any one to be 
oilended. Tbed|^$is returned. The pnnee is to fol- 
low in two or tbicefrdays. Wi live in hopes of peace ; 
but, alas! you donefc'roturn, and that is enough to de- 
stroy all hope . 

Notwithstanding what you te(l me* of madame de 
(irignan, I cannot believe the often tidies of me. I 
returA her. or you, however, fry most humble thanks, 
tor what you 4#a pleased to say to me hom her. My 
mother* fa become a perfect miiror of devotion ; she has 
composed %'hymn for her encmieg, in which the queen 
of Provence (- is not forgotten. Eta brace the abbe % for 
me; lelt hifr tjjat, ^iext to thfr togrquts of Villeroi, 1 
M$e*in the good giac$s of M. de 


» Jryou ha 


Tyou hate any news of our poor Corbinelli, 1 ^e- 
t^ch you to let me knoyv it. 1 w*| thinking to strike 
w% the epithet, but I team, to tire emrhal shame of out 
Jkieods, that he has but too good a title to it. 


FKOM XADAMfl^ LA FAYETTE. 

This Wfrl*> my friend, witl inform you of all 1 had to 
tell you, I am <ptit£ well after my trip to -Saint Ciei- 
t maiu. I saw yodr son, and treated him as well as if he 
had bCfn my oWhU he b very handsome. Adieu/ 

* Madame ilc Manns, whom M. dc la. RochifoucauU always 
his mother. 

( f Madame de Gfignan, whom madamc de Manns hated, 
t De <Jt»uUngr«. 
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LETTER CC5XL. S 

FROM MADAME DE COVLANGES TO jpADAH^pE SEV1GME. 

Ptrfa, February » 4 , 167a. 

If you were in a place where I coaid impart all my 
vexations to you, my dear and chfcrming Friend, lam 
persuaded they would be at an end. When I reflect, 
that the return of madamede Grignan depends entirely 
on peace, as your return depends on her, can 1 do other- 
wise th.ui long for this happy event? (^qunt Tot pass- 
ed tin* afternoon here; we talked much of yaU ; be 
remembers all he has evei heard you say ; judge 
then, if his memory does not ten ier hijuan excellent 
companion. tM \\. 

I no longer think, my dear, of leaving St. Germain. 
1 met One of the ladies of honour* there* for *jhfeh| 
have a great affection, and who behaves iii the friroesi 
manner to me. I seldom see the queen : I alee)) at ma- 
darnt; du .Fresnoi’^n a delightful apartment ; wh&h 
determines me' to v make frequent excursions thither. 
Our poor friends are gone again, that is, Mi. de la 
Trousse f. who has been ordered, with Vaubuir, into 
Fi anche Comte, on the kSjig^ ^yjng received news of 
an insurrection there. Ho bas appointed tbttun to the 
command, being unwilling to suffenihe Spaniards to send 
troops through h is dominions. La Troussdis not easily 
recorded to the honour conferred ott him/ though 
doubtless it is one that could not fai^of being agreeable 
to a person less wearied with travelling than he is- The 

• Madame de Richelieu, 
f Captain in the dauphin's qr n-d’armes. 
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guidon * continue* with m. I took him with mft v the v other 
day, to dine with madame do Richelieu: be. is almost 
as much beloved .by every one as by me. Mithndateaf 
is a charming piece: it affects you to tears, ^and calls 
forth conttttftal admiration; you see it twenty time^ 
and like it better the twentieth un.e than you did the 
first, Puichena dni i ne* 1 * v.i the same sue cess. 

Ourfi i^nd Brant as mi* i t» vtr, and a deiluxion on 
the breast; I shall &et, i. m V -morrow. 1 have not seen 
your cardinal J jet, though i have always wished to do 
it ; but something or r her has t ontmu&lly happ» n r d to 
pi event ine. The niai<j .** de \ »lK*r«>. is so much in 
love, that he sees nn>\ ' * other peop r’s v\ i s ; never 

surely was blindness i , 1 to his; eveiy body pities 

him: in short, he is i u‘ i tbi ihnrnted than tlic dimmer. 
He seta no value upon hi-. loitune-; but his fan one .sets 
some value upon Caderou-.se, and upon one mo^e, and 
so on to two, three, four, &c. This is absolute truth ; 
you know J[ abli u scandal, I embrace madame de 
Grignan; I heartily wish she were safely brought to 
btyi* and as heartily wish she would never be with child 
again: and, lastly, that she w outcome bithir, and 
[Hit every one out of countenance that is now the object 
of admiration. 

My ever dear friend# f^ewell ! your little heart § is 
very well ; it is very ft&dcy ; it has had it# hair cut, and 
is drest v«ty fw*ttdy, 

* M de Sdrigad, whoww guidon, or cornet, iu the daaphin’s gen- 
d'arinett " r - 

f A u*g«dy of Radar, which was represented for the firn time in 
January, 1073, 

J Up Ron. 

$ A n»v r yiven by awUme de Sing* to bw Uule gr»od-d.ughtv, 
who wu bora iu« lilt of Nerewbc r. 1670. 



MADAMB ssi 

Madam* Scamm never appears now; I am extremely 
sorry for it, fer I have no one here this year that I love. 
The abb£ Tfctu and I are compelled to love one another. 
Mademoiselle dreamt you were very ill, and awoke cry* 
mg ; she desires me to tell you so. 


LETTER (VXU. 

FROM MADAME DE LA FAYETTE TO MAD \MB OB »£vIGn£. 

Psn®, Fehnmry 27 , 1679. 

M. or Bayard, and M. de la Fayette, are this moment 
arrived ; so, my dear friend, I have only time to say 
two words to you about your son : he is just gone from 
hence, and desired me at parting to let you know his 
reasons for wanting a supply of cash. They are so very 
good, that 1 need not take much time to explain them 
to you at large. In a word, you see wha&expena* you 
are to expect from ^a campaign that is likely Dover to 
ha\ e an end. Every creature is in despair, and run* 
mug to rum, and it is impossible but your son must do 
like the rest; besides, the great love you have for ma* 
dame de Grignan will not sutler you to neglect her bre- 
ther : but I leave the great d'Hacrjueyille to tell you 
more on this subject, and btd^oufor this time heartily 
farewell. 


LETTER CCXUV 

FROM MADAME DE COU LANGES TO MApAll[X DS s£viG ML. 

ParU, March 20, 167a. 

I wish your reproaches too much to deserve them ; no, * 
vn\ beaut\, exaggeration does not bear me away; I 
tul you I love you, because I feel truly that I do; and 
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my affection id efeu stronger than my expressions. 
Wc have, at last, found our friend madame Scarrop, in 
other words, wc know when* she is ; for as to having any 
intercourse with her, that is not quite so easy. A < er- 
tain gentleman (M. de Coulanges) who usits at the 
house of one of her friends, thinks her so amiable, and 
such excellent comp inj, that he cannot beai to be ab- 
sent from her. She more solicitous about her old 
friends than ever; and obliges them so freely with all 
the time she has to spare, that they regret she has not 
more to bestow on them. I am certain you think the 
pension of two thousand crowns \ ery model ate; it is 
so ; but then the way in which it was bestowed, gives 
reason to hope for something better heieafter. The 
king had been looking over the pension- hst, and find- 
ing madame Scanon down for two thousand francs, he 
struck out that sum, and in its room put two thousand 
croons. 

Etyery body imagined we should have peace: but 
then the hopes of every body are again destroyed 
by a word that escaped the king, that, peace 01 war, 
he would not icturn to Pans till the month of October. 

I have just received a letter from the young guidon *, 
in which he desires me f to procure him his discharge ; 
and ij|ft reasons are so goo^, that 1 do not doubt 1 shall 
obtain it for him. 1 hato seen an excellent letter of 
yoxauMM- t^Coutenges’s it is so replete with good 
sense and goglijejipbnTUg, that I am persuaded it would 
be a bad obdettaSpng for any one who should attempt 
to answer it. , promised madame de, •te^Tayette 
yesterday that Aeslhould see it : I found her t£te-a-t£tc 

• M. de S&igq& 

tjAladami Ue Coulanges toasio-german to Loums, the stcrM*r> 
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with a personage called M. le Doc : they regretted your 
departure from Paris, and wished you back again; but, 
alas ! how fruitless are wishes, and yet we cannot help 
forming them. 1VL de Grignan is not at all rusticated 
by Piovcnce ; he has a very good air ^t court, but he 
fin<K something wanting; we are of the same opinion, 
and think something n* wanting to him. 1 have inform* 
ed M. de la Trousse of w h it yuu w i ite me of him : if my 
h tier reach him, he will no doubt thank you: I believe 
itn wonderful secret he possessed of making as great a 
m.ow as the richest among us has fade 1 him on this occa- 
Mun : he appears to me overwhelmed without resource. 

Madame du Frvsnni makes such a figure as would sur- 
prise you : she Inis eclipsed mademoiselle 'de b * * * * 
without mercy : who hearing the beauty of her rival so 
amazingly cried up, has never shown her fU<&*bro6d. 
She is certainly a very fine and regular beauty, has an 
admirable complexion ; but then she is bashful, though 
she does not like it to appear : she is always laughing, 
but it is with an ill grace. Madame will never want a 
succession of new beauties at her coin t : the least sha- 
dow of gallantry makes her immediately part with her 
maids of honour. I fancy those who stay with bar 
think themselves worse oil* than those who have lefcher. 
Mademoiselle de Laval is on the point of leaving her : 
mad a me de Richelieu desuet me to make you many 
compliment* m her tiauic. Adieu, my lovely friend ; 
with your permission and her own, i take ta#*lil)£rty of 
embracing the countess of Grignan : is she not brdoght 
to* bed, yet t Jf . de Coulanges has promised me to send 
you Mitliridates. I am to sit to-day for my picture, 
for M. de Grignan: for my part, I had giten over all 
thoughts of such sittings. 

7'ir charmer's story is really very pitiable; I know it 
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all; Orqodates* was nothing to him : he is the only 
one in the World that truly know* how to love : he it 
certainly the mwt deserving of men, and his Alcina the 
■toot unworthy of a omen. 


LETTI U ( ( X LIII. 
mow the same to tub same. 

Full, April 10, 1070. 

Ir is now midnight, which i* a reason for my not writ- 
ing to yon : 1 am vexed to the heart : I had resolved 
to answer your delightful letter, but was prevented thus. 
M. de la Rocbefoucaolt spent the w hole day with me : 
I introduced him to madam# du Fresnoi, and he was 
quite charmed with her. 1 am extremely glad to hear 
madam# de Gngnan suffers now only from lassitude : 
th% gnefuunem I felt on account of her disorder, has 
mide it the greatest joy to hear of her recovery : it ia 
truly barbarous to wish her children. 

But I must not forget what happened to me this 
morning t a footman wauted to speak with me from 
madtme de Thianges. What d'ye think was his mes- 
sage i u Madame,’ 1 s^y s he, “ 1 come from madamc 
de $hianges, who bpg*the favour of you to send hei 
theletter about foadame do bevignd’s horse, and that 
atyfot the meadow.” I fold him 1 would bring them 
myadf distress, and so I got rid ot him. Your 
Mfort hen all foe reputation they merit, as you may 
see. They mg certainly very charming j-amTyou a** 
no ieaa so than your letters. Adieu, my dearest fnuid : 
^embrace foe countess gently, for tear of hurting her. 
*My wishes are stronger than my hopes, that she may 


* The hero of & romance. 
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never be exposed to fora* accidents. TbeJUagsaid 
yesterday, that he would set out on the Mill, without 
tail. 


letter ccxuv. 

• HU U MADAME DE LA FAYT I TB TO MADAME DE SEICHE* 

Pmi| April is» ie;a* 

L\dy Northumberland called upon me yesterday ; t 
hud been to see her with madamede Coelaitges. She 
seem* to me to have been a Yery handsome woman ; 
but time is not a feature of beauty remaining In* bet 
face, nor the slightest appearance of youth, at which I 
am greatly surprised : add to this, that sbe dresses badly* 
and vi it hoot the least taste.' In short, I was ndt at ill 
captivated with her. She seemed to understand every 
thing that was said <o her ; or rather that IWid to kfit} 
for M. de !a Rochefitacault and madame de Thmitg^s, 
w Lio had a gi <. at desire to see her, did not come in till she 
was gmng. Montage sent me word he would be with 
us : I have talked a great deal to him about her* he 
In'* declared hunself her humble eerrAnt* wtthoutfihe 
least reserve. M. de Chaulnes set out yesterday, as did 
count Tot ; the latter greatly mgrtEffed at being obliged 
to quit France. I have seen him elm fat every day face 
he has been here : we have had several dAfebtlMhi 
of which your ladyship was the subject; 

T)ift tnar£chale de Gramm on t is ill. 
quevillr has been two or three times bdfartid and for- 
ward, to carry her medicine: he w hi reality a little 
tuo abundant in his attentions. * ' , 

Adieu, my dear friend. My blood is so heated, apd 
I am so much out ol sorts with the bustle and noise I 
have had to encounter, for the last two or tluce days. 
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that 1 apt perfectly exhausted 1 long to see \ c u, to 
cool my. blood. Adieu 

LLT1 LR rrxLV. 


* UOM mr samp *10 UP S\M1 

Pans Ma) lw, if 

1 shall go io-moirow to C innhlli r l his \s the s 
jounuy which 1 began last ytai, when the fe\er stuul 
me at Pont-Neut *. I know not w i i tuc i any tiling w ill 
happen to hinder my compli i _ it in. V\ e shall 
be the same pany as«then mu n it 

Madame elu Plessib was so <.h n 1 with jour letter, 
that she sent it to me h i my pu s tl She is set out 
for Bntauy at 1 ist. I have given joui letters to Luig- 
Jade, who seumd highly [(leased with them, he al- 
ways expresses great tstttm tor madame de Gngnau. 
Montagu. ** going. Jt i* nul, that he will find all his 
hopes baffled I have a notion thut is s« met lung *i 
little wropg m the mind of tbt nymph t 

Your son is dt sperately in love with in ultmoisclle de 
fyussni* He wishes only to be as mad as La Fare. M de 
1ft ftovhtfouca^tt says^ that it would bt his greatest am- 
bitipn to die tot love ttyat he did not fu 1 ; foi you must 
know, we^aone of us comHkr him made oKhe wood by 
W&Kthjthe strong passions aio kindled 1 am quite dis 
fitted with Lecture *s love, it is beyond all bounds, and 
m^jket him a perfect slave * his mistress does not •etui n 
hie seal intent for her in tht slightest degree * bl i went 
to a ball and suppei at Longued’s the verj night ht si t 
off. |A*ow to go to a public enU i rnument the m 0 ht \ 
lofjj^departs, and for the arn»\ toe appears to m< an 

* V 1 1 Lfrottr ihr ns< r Sen it at l\»n> 

i L. 'N humbul ud 
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unpardonable crime; I may however bemisUken* 

\dieu* my dear. 


LETTER CCXLVI* 

PROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Paris, Maj 26, 1673. 

li 1 had not the head*ache, my dear, 1 would give you 
an account of my journey to Chantilli, and tell you that 
no place under the sun is equal to it. The weather was 
not very favourable, indeed, while we were there; but 
then the pleasures of the chase, which we followed in 
our carriages, fully made up for it. We staid there 
nearly a week, and wished you had been with us, not 
so much on account of our friendship for you, as from 
knowing hpw much you would have admired and en~ 
joyed the beauties of the place. At my retain, I fautyl 
two letters from you. 1 could not get mine finished on 
Friday, nor shall l he able to finish it tft'day, which 
a exes me, because it stems so ioug since 1 had the plea- 
sure of chatting with you. 4 

I n answer to your questions, I have to inform you* 
that madame de Brissac * is still at, the h6|el Cdnti, at* 
tended by very few lovers, and those not at all calcu- 
lated for making a noise, so that sbe 'does not stapd 
much in need of St. Ursula's clojce* The first pfPjW* 1 
dent of Bourdeaux is passionately in love with 
know Ins head is but indifferently furnished^ Hv/jfet 
Premier and his-children are also very attentive to her. 
Lord Montagu has not, I think, seen her this trip, for 
u ar of displeasing lady Northumberland, who sets oif 
tu-day. Montagu has been gone these two days ; Sp 


* (mbritl-Louisa de Saint Simon, duchess of Brissac* 
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that, all CQhiidm d, thereseems no reason to doubt 
that they WHIsoon be married. Madame de Brissac still 
continues to act the woe- begone, and affects a great ne- 
gligence of her person. The countess du Plessis went 
* into waiting as lady of honour only two days before the 
departure of Monsieur; her mother-in-law * * could 
never be brought to consent to it before. She does not 
elbow madame de Monaco; I suppose she thinks as 
she ought to do, that the second place about Ma- 
dame is certainty good enough for the wife of Clerem- 
bault ; which she will doubtless be shortly, if she is not 
already. 

M. de la Roche fooeault, Morangis, Contangos, and f, 
are going to dine at Livri. There is something very 
odd to me in dining at Livri without you. The abbe 
T*tu is gone to Fontevraud ; I am mistaken, however, 
if it would not have been better for him to have staid 
a and if this journey will not displease some folks, 
.whom he had better not displease. 

It is said that madame de Montcspan is left at Cour- 
trai. I have had the pleasure of a short letter from 
you : if y6u have not received any from me, it is solely 
oh account of the bustle I have been in : I would tell 
you all my masons if you were here. The duke finds 
little very heavy upon his hands at Utrecht. The wo- 
men of that country are hideous. The following story 
it toM of him* It seems he was taking liberties one day 
With a yodog woman of that place, 1 suppose by way of 
amusing himself ; betas bis freedoms went rather too far, 
ah? said to k bn, " Upon , my soul, mort seigneur, your 
highness is pleased to be rather too insolent.” I had this 
from firiole. I thought you would be as much pleased 


* Cotorobe de Chairon, wife to Caesar duke of Choueul, peer a» 4 

^anafihal of France, and first lady of banoor to madame d'Oridana. 
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with it as I was. Jl dieu, my : I am 

truly yours. 


LETTER CCXLVII. 

PROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

Farit, June 90, 1079. 

Well, well, my dear ; what reason is there for all this 
outcry ? I desired you to suspend judgement till yon 
came here ; and pray what is there so very terrible in 
these words ? My days are wholly occupied ; 1 have 
scarcely an hour to myself. It is true, Bayard is here, 
and takes a great deal of business off my hands : but 
when he has been running about all day in my service, 
can I write ? I must talk a little to him. When 1 hate 
been running about all day myself, and come back, I 
find M. do la Rocbefoucault, whom 1 have Hot aeei^ dur- 
ing the day: can I write ? Perhaps he and Qourville are 
with me : can I write i " But when they are gone/ 1 
Oh ! when they are gone, it is almost twelve o'clock ; 
and then I have to go out, for 1 sleep at a neighbour's 
at present, because they are building just opposite my 
chamber-window. u Bat in the afternoon. 9 ' Why, m 
the afternoon I have the head-adro, " In the morning 
then." Why, in the rooming! am still worse, and taka 
herb tea that intoxicates me. You ate in Provence, my 
dear friend, your time is your own; and what ignore, 
your head is elear. You love writing f that* it ;* and 
if*i hniI a lover that expected a note igpegume every 
morning, I should certainly break with trim. Let me 
beg you then not to measure my friendship by my writ- 
ing ; I shall love you as well, though I write you but a 
]|age in a month, as you love me in writing to me ten 
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times in l am at St. Matir # , I shall hr 

better abletO write; for my head and hands will br 
more at liberty : but I have no time to go there. I 
have spent but a week there all this year, though Paris 
destroys me. If you knew how much I might make my 
court to some people, with whom it is very necessary to 
Iteep well, by sending them now ami then a little non- 
sense, and how negligent I am in this respect, you would 
readily own that 1 have it not in my power to do as I 
would in this respect. 

This very day three years I saw poor Madame ex- 
pire* I have been reading over some of her letters* in 
short, I can think of nothing but of her. Adieu, my dear- 
est friend ; you have but one fault, and that is your dis- 
trust of your friends; it is the only thing that I dislike 
in you, M. de la Rochefoucault will write to you. 
s+i 

LETTER CCXLVII1. 

r 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

t 

Paris, Wednesday, July 4 , 1673. 

I otvE you here a true account of all that has happened 
to me since 1 #ote to you. In the first place I have 
had two fiUM^xny ague*f It is above six months since 
I took medicihe. Well, they gave me two doses. The 
day^af^er the second dose, as I took my seat at the din- 
nee*toble> l,&kjny self on a sudden very unwell.; I can 
eat no soup^fikl L — Well then, eat a little meat.— No, 

« ' • ' * * ' ■ • . 

* e 

v She occupied a' part the Castle. Gourville, who lent her the 
ipasepent, states in his memoirs, as much to her discredit as it appears 
toj i^jpnte, that she endeavoured to keep possession of it in spite ol 
h|^jpiitd that ah*«er:ed herself, when she was obliged to give it up, 
teUv. him with M. de la Rochefoucault. ' 
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I do nol choose any.— Then fruit.— 

Perhaps I may«r-W hy don’t you theiri— I cannot at pre- 
sent, I may by and by ; let me have some broth and some 
chicken for supper.— Nigh t came, and up came the broth 
and the chicken ' Take it away, 1 cannot touch it*; the ^ 

sight of food makes me si^k * PU go to bed j I have 
more inclination to sleep than to eat — Well, to bed l. 
went ; I turned first on one side, then on the other ; 4 , - 
was not ill, but I could not sleep : I rang the bell, cat^' 
ed for a light, took a book, and read ^little, then laid- 
it down again ; at length daylight appeared ; 1 gotpp, 
put on my clothes, and went to the window 
o'clock, five o’clock, si* o’clock, struck ; I went to bed 
again, slept till seven, rose at eight. At noon 1 sat down 
to table, but to no purpose; in the evening! went to. 
bed, as I did the night before, but to no. purpose. Are 
you ill ? — No. — Are you faint ? — No. — in this state I 
continued for three days and three nights. 1 re- 
covered n>y sleep a little, but not my appetite ; I e|t 
only by artifice, as they make horses do, by rubbirfg 
my mouth with vinegar : in other respects I am well, 
and my head-ache is better than usual. 

1 have just been writing nonsense to monsieur leDuc. 
It' I am able, 1 intend to go next Sunday to l.ivri for a 
day or two. I am ready to love madam* da Contangos 
for your sake. Are you resolved, my dear, to oblige 
me to use my rhetoric to maintain, that my love far 
you is greater than yours for me ? I would taake Cor- 
binclli own k in a quarter of an hour, v Pray Jet me 
Jr. car something about him. Are all e$nr good wishes 
for this poor man to be of no avail ? It ta^ny opinion 
that he owes all his ill-fortune to his merit. „ 'Segrais is 
one of those too who carry their ill-ki§k about with 
jthem. Madame de Thiangcs has a great friendship for 
(’ojbintlli, so has niadumc Scarron, so have a thousand 
, \‘»L. II. m 
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people besides, -arid yet he does not seem to have the 
least shadow of hope of getting any thing done for him : 
pensions are given to men of wit and learning : it is a 
fund appropriated to them alone : he has a better title 
than any of them, and yet no news, nothing can be ob- 
tained for him. 

I am to see madame de Vill*** to-morrow. She is a 
ridiculous creature, and bos had a child by M. d’Am- 
bres, for which she has sued him, and lost her cause. 
She tells every body her adventure, with all its circum- 
stances ; she pretends he used violence ; you may sup- 
pose this leads te some very entertaining particulars. 
La Marans is a perfect saint : I am not jesting : this is 
to me a miracle. La Bonnetot is become religious too; 
she has thrown away her glass eye, and left of)' rouge 
and curls. Madame de Monaco does not follow her 
example : she is become a favourite of this Madame as 
she was of the other. This is odd enough. Langlade 
sets out to-morrow for Poictou, where he is to stay for 
two or three months. M. de Marsillac is here ; he goes 
on Monday to Barege : he has not the use of his arm 
yet. The countess du Plessis is going to be married. 
Ilcr ladyship has some thoughts of purchasing Freni*. 
M. de la Rochefoucault is well, and sends a thousand 
and a thousand good wishes to you and Cerbinelli. I 
give you a question to solve between two maxims +. 

We inay forgive a breach of Gmh, but wc cannot forget it : 

We m ay forget a breath of faith, but we cannot forgive it. 

W — — ■■ ■ ■ — 9 1 — 

f The manner in which the words and the sense are here played upon, 
teems to justify a critique that has Ixcii made on Rochefoucault Max- 
ims : “ Iu many articles, tlu* expression has not been imemed by the 
accusation, hut the accusation has been invented to introduce the r - 
jiression.” Huet, who says this, knew hitter than any one the autlijf 
of the Maxims, his method, and the charm* of his society. 
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u llad you rather be unfaithful to your lover, and yet 
continue to lore him ; or that your lover should be un- 
faithful to you, and yet continue to love you ?” Ob- 
serve that “ unfaithful” does not mean to leave one lover 
for another, but to have committed some great fault 
against him. Adieu, you see I am got into a train of 
talking : this is the effect of not eating or sleeping. I 
embrace madame de Grignan, and all her perfections. 

LETTER * CCXLIX. 

niOM MADAME DE SEV1GNJL TO THE COUNT DE BUSSY. 

Grignan, July 24, 10*0. 

You see plainly, my dear cousin, that I am at Grignan. 
I have been here exactly a year : I wrote you conjoint- 
ly with our friend Corbinelli, who sptnt two months 
with us, since which time I have taken a walk into Pro- 
vence. I passed the winter at Aix with my daughter. 
She was very near death at her lying-in, and I equally 
near death at seeing her in so much danger. We re- 
turned here a fortnight ago; I shall remain here till 
September, when I mean to go to Bourbilly, where 1 
hope to have the pleasure of seeing you. Arrange mat-, 
tors for this purpose immediately, that you may not be 
at Dijon. 1 wish also to see our great cousin de 7 on- 
ion jon there : tell him so. I shall perhaps bring our 
dear fricmHCorbinelli with me. He came here to meet 
me., and we resolved to write to you as soon as 1 re- 
ceived your* letter. With respect to manners, you 
will find him just the same as ever; but he knows 
his religious duties better than he did, and his pu- 
t nishment will bo the greater, if he does not profit by 
his knowledge. 1 still love him ; his turn of mind is ex- 
actly calculated to please me. What say you to the 

m2 
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conquest of Maastricht ? The king alone lias the glory 
of it. Your misfortunes affect me so painfully, that they 
make me feel how much I love you. I resign the pen to 
our friend. Wc should be too happy if we could have 
him with us at our delightful castle of Bourhiily. My 
daughter sends her love to you, though you did not re- 
member her. 

I ROM M. IJE CORBINTLLI. 

It is very necessary, sir, that the report of my devotion 
should continue : the contrary report has so long pre- 
vailed, that the change would perhaps favourably allect 
my fortune. This devout turn is ascribed to me merely 
bec ause I am convinced that both the happiness and 
misery of mankind is the pure effect of Providence, 
without fortune having any share in it. I express my- 
self so often in these terms, that they have been taken 
for the sentiment of a true Christian, though it is only 
that of a true philosopher. But even if the report which 
has prevailed were true, my devotion would not have 
been incompatible with my perseverance in honouring 
you, and often expressing to you the same sentiments 
which I have felt for you all my life. You know how 
proud I have always been of your friendship, and can 
judge whether saving grace could destroy so rational a 
feeling. We wrote a long letter to you on our fir*t jour- 
ney here, and have talked twenty time?, of your indo- 
lence. But does it extend so far ns to lea# you not to 
regret that you were not at MaiMricht killing the Dutch 
and Spaniards in sight of the king? What say you? 

,^The poets are going to write wonders on the occasion, 
'$\nd the subject is ample and grand. They will say that 
their august sovereign conquered Holland and Spain in 
twelve days, by taking Mae^tricht, and nothing will be 
wanting to hi* glory but the truth. They will* say he 
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i> himself the destroyer of his renown, bv rendering it 
incredible, and a thousand other things w Inch do not 
occur to me, because I have at best not a very IWcry 
imagination, and the little 1 could boast lias been ren- 
dered still more barren for the last twelvemonth by my 
devoting myself to the philosophy of Descartes. Tins 
philosophy appears to me the more noble, as it is easy, 
and admits nothing but bodies and motion in the world , 
never tolerating any thing of which we. have not clear 
and precise ideas. 1 1 is metaphysics also please me; 
his principles are easy, and his inductions natural. Why 
do you not study this philosophy? It would highly 
amuse both you and your daughter*. Madame de Gri- 
gnan is perfect mistress of it, and reasons upon it di- 
vinely. She maintained the other day, that the more 
indillcrence there is in the soul, the less liberty it pos- 
sesses. This proposition is very pleasingly supported 
by M. de la Forge, in a Treatise on the Human Mind, 
written in French, which I very much admire. Such 
studies as these would dissipate the dulncss of the coun- 
try. We read Tacitus all the winter at Montpellier, 
and I assure you we translated it very tolerably. I 
have written a treatise on Rhetoric, and a commentary 
on Horace’s Art of Poetry *. Would to God you wi re 
here, for the Provencals have not understanding enough 
to satisfy us in our reductions. Let us hear from you 
sometimes, if you please, and be assured, that if 1 wero 
in Paradise, I should not be less your obedient servant 

* * b b in this work, no doubt, that lie gave .the new explanation 
which dn w upon him the ill-will of Boileau. 
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LETTER * CCL 

TO THE SAME. 

Grigoan, August 27, 1673. 

I am very glad, my dear cousin, that you are at Paris. 
This appears to me to be the road to preferment, and I 
have never wished any one so much to obtain great ho* 
nours as I wished them to you, when you were in the 
way of Fortune. She is so fantastic, that there is no* 
thing we may not expect from her caprice ; so I al- 
ways live in hope. You have so much philosophy, that 
1 shall some day ask you to impart a small portion to 
me, to help me to bear your misfortunes, and my own 
vexations. I comfort myself for not seeing you at 
Bourbilly, in the idea that wc shall meet at Pferis. I 
wish my daughter could pay her respects to you there 
hprself, but as this is uncertain, she desires me to do it 
here, and so does M. de Grignan. 

LETTER CCLI. 

MADAME DE LA FAYETTE TO MADAME DE SEVIGnI. 

Paris, September 4, 1678. 

1am now at St. Maur; I have left all my business and 
all my husbands ; 1 have taken a ith me only fair wea- 
ther and my children, which is as much as I want. I 
take care of my health, and drink the waters of Forges. 

I sc*%6body, but 1 do not mind that ; every one seems 
so ^Mflbted to pleasures, and to pleasures that depend 
wholly upon other people, that 1 think it a gift of the 
fciries that I am as 1 am. I do not know whether ma- 
dame de Coulanges has informed you of a conversation 
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that passed one afternoon at Gourville’s, when madame 
Scarron and the abbe T2tu were there, about persona 
who have a taste above or below their understandings. 
We ran into so many subtleties, that we were quite be- 
wildered. If the air of Provence, which is so apt to 
subtilise every thing, should so operate upon your mind 
with regard to these notions of ours, you will be quite 
in the clouds. “ You have a taste above your under- 
standing, and so has M. de la Rochefoucault, and so 
have I, but less so than either of you.” These are ex- 
amples for your direction. 

M. de Coulanges tells me your journey is put off 
again; provided you bring madame de Grignan with 
you, I shall not complain of this; but if you do not, 
I shall think your absence too long. My liking in- 
creases rapidly for the abbess of Calvaire : 1 hope she 
will make me good. Cardinal de Retz has gained my 
displeasure for ever, for having refused me permission 
to reside with her. I see her almost every day, and 
have at length seen her face * ; it is pleasing, and has 
still the remains of beauty : she is only forty years of 
age, but the austerity of her order has very much 
changed her. M. de Grignan has done wonders in 
writing to La Marans; I was not so civil, for I went 
the other day to call on madame de Schombergf, and 
did not even inquire for her. Adieu, my beauty, I long 
for your return with an impatience worthy of our 
friendship* 

I received the five hundred livres some time ago. 
Novfr money is so scarce, it seems a shame to take it of 

* The nuns of Calvaire always wear their veils down in the parlour, 
«u ejn with near relations, and in particular case*, * . 

f Madame de ScUomberg, and m adam e de Manns, lodged ip the 
jame house. 
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our friends, sro pray make my excuses to M. I'Abbc * 
for what I have received from him. 


LETTER CCLII. 


prom m vdame on sj'vkjnl to madamc de ciucn \n. 


Montdimart, Thursday, October 5*f*> 

Tuts is a dreadful day, my dear child ; I own I can 
scarcely support it. i have left you in a situation that 
adds to my sorrow. I think of every step 1 take, and 
every one you take ; and that were we to continue tra- 
velling in this way, we should never meet again. My 
heart is truly at rest when I am near you : it is then in 
iis natural state, and the only one in which it takes plea- 
sure. What passed this morning has given me the most 
poignant uneasiness, and caused a tumult within me, 
which your philosophy will not be at a loss to account 
for. I have felt, and shall long feel it. My heart and- 
mind are tail of you ; I cannot think of you without 
weeping, and 1 think of you incessantly. This state is 
not to be borne : as it is extreme, 1 hope its violence 
will destroy it. I seek you continually, and I seem to 
have lost every thing in losing you. My eyes, that 
have so often for these fourteen months dwelt on you 
w nil delight, no longer behold you : the endearing time 
i “have passed, renders the present more painful, till 1 
;un a little accustomed to it, but I .shall never be suffi- 
ciently accustomed to it not to desire ardently to see 
and embrace yon again. 1 have no reason to hope more 



Coulanges. 

li.% wa& (he day on which madarac dr Slvignl left Grigimn to «ct 
iris, as did mudamc de Grigruui at (hr same time on her jour- 
ItMis and Aix. Monteliniart is only three or four leagues from 
k-iat of Criptan. 
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from the. future than the post. I know what 1 have al- 
ready suiVered by your absence : and I shall now be 
still more to be pitied, since I have imprudently made 
your presence necessary to me. It seems to me as if 1 
did not embrace you sufficiently at parting ; what was 
there to hinder me from doing it ? I did not tdl you 
how satisfied I am with your affection. I did not re* 
commend you enough to M. dc Grignan ; I did not 
thank him sufficiently for all his attentions ami kindness 
to me ; but I expect that he will continue to give mo 
proofs of it on every occasion : there is one in which 
* his own interest is more concerned than mine, and yet 
I am the person most affected by it. 

I already begin to be devoured with expectation. 1 
hope for no consolation but from your letters; and yet 
I know they will only make me sigh still more deeply. 
In short, my dear child, I live but for you. Would i 
loved God with equal fervour! 1 am continually think* 
mg of the pigeons. 1 am made up of Grignans, and all 
that belongs to them. Never was journey so dull and 
melancholy as ours : not a word passes. Adieu, my 
dear child; pity me for being thus torn from youii 
Alas ! here are wc again at our letter-writing ! Assure 
the archbishop of my tenderest respect, and embrace 
the coadjutor for me : I recommend you to his care. 
We have dined once more at your expense. But here 
comes M. de Saint Genicz to comfort me. 


LETTER CCLIII. 

?UOM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

. Valence, Friday, October 6, 1 <573. 

Mr only pleasure consists in writing to you. The in- 
dr ’.cnt coadjutor is astonished that this can be an aruusc- 

m 5 
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ment. You are no# at Salons, my poor child ; you 
have passed the Durance, and I am arrived here. I 
examine all the roads you are to pass through this whi- 
ter, and make my remarks upon such as appear the most 
dangerous. The safest way of travelling in the winter 
is in a litter ; for there are some places where you 
must get out of your carriage, or have your neck 
broken. M. de Valence* sent me his carriage with 
Montreuil and Le Clair, that I might travel more com- 
fortably. I waited on him as soon as I arrived. We 
had a good deal of chat together : your merit and his 
misfortunes were the principal subjects of conversation : 
he seems a man of understanding. He has two female 
relations with him. 

I paid a short visit to the sisters of Sainte Mane, and 
to your sister-in-law + , her charming abbess is dying; 
there is great interest made to succeed her. 1 supped 
at lie Clair’s with Montreuil, where I lodge. M. de 
Valence and his two nieces came to see me, most fan- 
tastically drest. 

It is reported here that the king is gone to join the 
prince : not a word now about peace. My heart beats 
violently, when I think you will perhaps not come to 
Paris. I cook t incessantly, and talk very little. As 
for our abbe, you know he delights in nothing but les 
beaux yeux de sa cassette §. Oh ! how 1 long to hear 
from you ! it seems already un age since I saw you. 

• Daniel de Cosnac, bishop of Valence, afterwards archbishop of Aix. 

■f* Maria Adhlmar de Monteil, sister of M. tie Grjgnan, one of tha 
nuns at AulxSnas. 

% Je W this expression mariame do Sdvignd mc.tus that she 
" broods over her melancholy. 

f The beautiful eye* of his casket, an expression of the miser in the 
Aware, a comedy of Molifcie's. 
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LETTER CCLIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Lyons, Tuesday, October 10, 1670. 

I am already, my child, at a dreadful distance from you* 
Oh ! did you but know the gnef the thought of it gives 
mo ! I was received at the chninaner’s * by himself 
and his sister: 1 found my heart much affected while 
I was cmbiacmg that I cm ly woman ; she seemed no 
less so on her part. We talked a good deal. 1 imme- 
diately began to defend M. de Grignan’* cause. The 
chatnarier did not know the true Mate of the a (fair. It 
is the best in the world to defend, and can never suffer 
but by being ill explained, or in i Mimic i stood. 

Let ine tell you once more, that if you wish to avoid 
the dangers that will attend your journey this winter, 
you must get out of your carriage as often as I have 
done ; but a litter would be better, and a horse better 
still. Mesd imes de Verncuil and Arpajon hive travel- 
led in this way. M. de Vcruillc’s carriage broke down 
last year. There is another toad too, which they made 
us take across the Rhone. I alighted, my horses swam 
over, and the water came in at the bottom of the 
coach : tins place is about two leagues from Monteliniart. 
When you conic, the river will not be passable ; so 
you muM go through some fields, and not venture ttfa 
passage : I a^uic you the danger is more than imagin- 
ary. . My affection and foiesight oblige me to give yon 
these precautions: you may laugh at them if you please, 
but l fancy M. tie (Jrignan will not laugh at them. Yoi^ 
will tell me, I suppose, that every thing goes on as we 
could wish, that we are going to have a speedy peace# 

* rham&rier is a dignity in die cathcdiaJ churli of St. John of 
L\em. 
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and then away for Pettis ! Very true ; but even if war 
should be declared against Spain, it will be a work of 
time, and not likely to give any immediate employ to 
those who have governments. I think it would be good 
policy for M. de Grignan to come to court, and the sooner 
the better. 1 expect letters from you this evening : 
when I have received them I shall close my packet. 

Tuesday night. 

1 could not receive your letter without shedding a tor- 
rent of tears. 1 see you nt Aix overwhelmed with me- 
lancholy, completely destroying your strength of body 
and mind. This thought breaks my heart : I think I 
see you fly from me ; you disappear, and 1 behold you 
no more. 1 am aware of the dulness my departure 
must lia\e occasioned you: you do not know what to 
do without rue; you have been accustomed to see me 
continually revolving round you. It is an addition to 
our grief to see the places again where we have been 
happy. Ii is true, 1 have ne\er been in company with 
you joii any of these mads; but when I passed them last, 
I was full of joy and transport at the thought of seeing 
and embracing you ; now that I am on my return, I 
feel a deadly grief at my heart, and I envy my former 
feelings : how different are my present ones ! 1 hail 

hoped to bring you back with me ; you know by what 
arguments and in what accents you cut short that hope. 
1 iKiukl not bat feel the force of your arguments, and 
admire you for them ; but nothing in the world has so 
unnatural a look as to see me returning to Paris alone, 
if I were sure you would come to us this winter, I should 
be contented and happy; in that case I should only 
gjdfcve for three months, agreeably t <f your desire : but 
Mfeave you ; I am going still farther from you : all 
perceive, but I know nothing of the future. 1 
nav^a continual desire to receive your letters; it is a 
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melancholy pleasure, but 1 interest myself so warmly 
in pvery thing you do, that I cannot live without know* 
ing it. Do not forget your little cause, nor omit to 
count on your fingers the sheep of your flock ; do not 
put the pot too soon over the fire, lest the contents boil 
away : the idea of an olio * pleases me, it is better than 
only one sort of meat : like you, I add but one thing to 
mine, which is bitter Miccory ; it mu«t be good, how- 
ever, for the health; for, except being so ugly that no 
one here knows me, 1 never was better in my life. 

It was a great pleasure to me to embrace our dear 
mad a me Koclicbonne : 1 can endure nothing but what 
is Grignan. 1 shall answer our mother of. Saint Mary. 
1 have spent the day with those of the society who are 
here. To-morrow I set out for Burgundy ; here is an* 
other great satisfaction to me ; I shall not receive any 
of your letters but by way of Paris ; let them be direct- 
ed to M. do Coulanges there, and he will take care and 
send them to me at Dourbilly. Adieu, my ever amia- 
ble child : you would have me judge of your heart by 
my own ; I do so, and therefore I both love and pity 
\ou. 


LETTISH CCLV. 

I O THE SAME. 

From a Iittl*' miserable village, si*r 
leagues from Lyons, VVt\]nes<hiy 
, ttening, October 11, 1673. 

I am just got to this place, which would make me me- 
lancholy if I were not so; there is nothing to be seen; 
it is a perfect desert : but I can write to you, and that" 

* A sort of pottage or ragout which was brought over from Spain, 
and is composed of a variety of herbs sod meat*. 
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is the only amusement I wish, when absent from you. 
Pray tell the coadjutor, to rouse his jealousy a little, 
that Chamarande lives about a league from hence, that 
he is lord of five or six parishes, and is watting for his 
majesty’s return. I know a great deal more news, but 
1 will not intrust you with it. I left Lyons this morn- 
ing about eight o’clock, surrounded by all the Roche- 
bonnes, whom 1 love and esteem highly. Monsieur de 
Roc he bonne is going to pay a visit to his estates, and 
set every thing in order to follow the army if called 
upon. It is impossible to travel more sorrowfully than 
I do. This is the fourth time 1 have written to you: 
without this consolation what would become of me? 
But the worst is, that after my first sleep, I hear the 
clock strike two, and, instead of going to sleep again, 
1 put the pot on the fire with the hitter succory, and it 
boils till day-light, w hen it is time for me to be in my 
carriage. 1 am certain that it is merely to make me 
happy respecting you, that you tell me the air of Aix 
haa restored you, and that you arc not to thin as when 
you were at Gngnan. I will not believe a word of it, 
my poor child; eveiy thing adds to my uneasiness: the 
noise of the streets, to which you are unaccustomed, 
and all the bustle I see: in short, I follow jnur eury 
Step; I see you go out, l see you come in ; 1 cm n see 
your thoughts; and when I am no longer occupied w itli 
every thing that concerns you, my heart will tease to 
beat. 

We saw some excellent pictures at Lyons. I blame 
M. d^Grignau for not accepting the one the arch b*hnp 
oMpKna would have made him a present of. r ihe 
^picture is of no use to him, and it is as fine a one as 
can be painted. I was so completely deceived, that I 
wanted to fasten up the canvas winch 1 thought was 
unhailed. A propos, the archbishop is bi other- ui-law 
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to madame de Villars, and behaved with the greatest 
civility. Adieu, my dearest child ; you write to me so 
affectionately, that you wound while you delight my 
heart. 


LETTER * CCLVI. 

TO THE 8 MCE. 

Chalons Wednesday evening, Oct. 18, 1678. 

What a vexation to have no longer the hope of hearing 
from you ! this circumstance augments my grief. I 
will not tell you, my child, all my wretchedness upon 
this subject ; you would only laugh at me, and you 
know how much 1 prize jour tstcem. I honour 
therefore your strength of mind and your philosophy, 
and will only confide my weakness to those who are as 
weak as myself. 1 am going out of the high road, and 
shall no longer wute to you so legulatly : this is an- 
other of my griefs. When you do not rtu ive my Ict- 
teis, be assured it has not been in my power to write to 
you ; but with regard to thinking of you, I do nothing 
else: I cook iiitcssintl} , and you know howl amuse 
in} self with picking the mo’s of my succory, m> that 
my soup as bitter as what we used to take at Grignan. 

The declamations of Quintilian have amused me ; 
some are very fine, and others u ry poor. 1 am going 
to begin the Cluist ran Sot rates. I saw M. de l’auje’* 
son at M4con ; I thought him handsome ; he resembles 
the charmer*. I know of no news, except that madame 
de Mdzurin and her husband are in a perfect phrensy. 
The duchess of York f i* expected at Lyon? : what a 
pleasure, that she is not thrown upon you ! We met l£. 


f Marin d'£st, princess of Modena, afterwards queen of 
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de Sainte-Marihe upoff the road ; he has promised to 
send you Marigny’g * Consecrated Bread and Funeral, 
of which 1 have said so much to you ; the Funeral al- 
ways delights me; the Consecrated Bread wants too 
many explanations : if your mind is at ease when you 
receive this little woih, and it is read to you well, you 
will like it much ; but if you arc not in good humour, it 
will he thiown away upon you, and despised : I hnd 
that the value of most things depends on the state we 
are in when we receive them. I embrace M. de Gri- 
gnan affectionately ; he ought to be convinced of my 
regard for him by my giving him my daughtei and 
leaving her with him : all I ask him is to be caieful of 
your heart and of mine, he knows the way. I shall 
esteem it a fa\our, if he obliges me to love him etei nally. 
Chance made me mention him yesterday, as well as his 
noble and elegant manners, and his greatness of mind : 
I wished he had been behind me, and you also : you 
will readily believe this, my deal* countess. 

LETTER CCLVII. 

lO THE SAME. 

Bourhdly, Monday, Oct. 16 , 16 ? J. 

At length, my dear child, I am arrived at the old man- 
sion of my forefathers. I have found my beautiful mea- 

• There is farther mention of this poet, who often exhibited more 
buffoonery than humour, and more ribaldry than ait, a ho was employ- 
ed in the time of the Fronde to write what were called Mazarirtudci. 
From the cardinal he passed to the great Conde, whom he followed eten 
tg the Spaniards. Blot, a ith aliom he is generally assoc iated, and who 
was attffched to Gaston d’OrMans, had considerably more talent. The 
Consecrated Bread, of a Inch madame de Slvigiu* liert speaks, is a bur- 
Ichgbe poem on the churchwardens of Saint-Paul, who wanted to oblige 
surrender. Mdnoge says, it is bis best composition. 
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(lows my little river, and the pretty mill, m the 
places where I left them. These walls have afforded ' 
pleasure to better people than myself, and yet I am al- 
most dead with grief, when I think of having left Gri- 
gnan to come here : I could now weep heartily, if I 
w ere to give way to my sorrow ; but I follow your ad- 
vice, and endeavour to get the better of it. 1 have seen 
you here, my dcai child, with Bussy, who used to 
amuse us so highly . Here it was that you called me 
motter-in-hnv, with such a pretty air. They have lopped 
the trees before the gate, which has made the walk up to 
the house very pleasant. We abound in corn here, but 
no mono} . it rains in torrents. I have been so little 
accustomed to these storms of late, that 1 am really 
angry at them. M. de Guitaut is at Epoises : he is con- 
tinually sending heic, to know when 1 arrive, that he 
may come ami fetch me. But tli it is not the way to 
do business. 1 shall pay him a visit, and you may judge 
that the conversation will turn upon you ; I desire you 
will make yourself quite easy about what I shall say to 
him; lam not veiy imprudent; you shall hear from 
us both. I cannot dispense with seeing you ; if you 
ically lo\c me, you will give me a proof of it this year* 
Aduu, my deai child, 1 am but this moment armed, 
and am rather fatigued ; when I am a little settled, I 
will wnte to you again. 

LETTER CCLVIII. 
ro riiE s\me. 

Bourbilly, 9utur<fov, Oct. 31, 16/ J. 

I Miiuvrii here Monday evening, as I immediately 
informed you. I found letters from Guitaut, which had 
been waiting for me some time. The next morning, nt 
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nine o'clock, be jcaore here full gallop, wet a* a drowned 
rat, for it rained incessantly. We had a great deal to 
say to each other: he talked much of you, and after- 
wards gave me an account of his own affairs, and of the 
reasons he had to be dissatisfied ; he told me that the 
king is returned from Versailles, and many particulars 
respecting the war : he is of opinion, that it is M. de 
Grignan’s interest to come to court, and justify his con- 
duct, as well as to take his majesty’s orders from his 
own mouth, relative to the operations of the war* in 
case it should be declared. Ail this he told me without 
any intention to flatter my wishes, or from any views 
of interest on his side ; for he sterns little disposed to 
return to Paris this winter. 

After we had made a good dinner, considering where 
we were, a coach and six drove into the court-yard ; 
Guitant burst into a loud laugh ; and whom should I see 
alight, but the countess de Fiesque and madame de 
Guitaut, who ran and embraced me ! 1 cannot express 
to you my astonishment at seeing them, nor the joy 
that Guitaut seemed to take in having thus agreeably 
surprised me. In short, the countess is at Bourbilly, 
can you believe it ? more beautiful, more healthy, more 
magnificent, and more lively', than you ever saw her. 
After mutual exclamations on both sides, which you 
will readily conceive, we sat round the fire, and talked 
of you; here again, you will easily guess the nature of 
the conversation, and the surprise of the countess, when 
she found I had not brought you back with me. In 
short, they all expressed the warmest esteem for you ; 
and then we conversed on the news of the day. 

Guitaut informed me, that Monsieur is resolved to 
make mademoiselle da Grancey dressing- woman to Ma- 
dame, in the room of La Gourdon, who is to have a 
of fifty thousand crowns ; but this seems attended 
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with a good deal of difficulty, for marshal de Grancejr 
will not part with that sum, except as a marriage-por- 
tion to his daughter; and as he is apprehensive that its 
shall have a demand for the same sum when he come* 
to dispose of his daughter, he is resolved that Monsieur 
shall be at the whole expense. Madame de Monaco 
has the management of this affair: she is on good term* 
both with the duke and duchess, and equally respected 
by them, only that it is a little disgusting now and then 
to see her bestow all those little caresses and speechet 
on the present Madame, which she did on the last. I have 
heard of some other extraordinary things at court, but 
they are not writeable. Madame de Merer* left Parle 
merely from prudential motives, when the collections and 
entertainments began, and retired into Burgundy ; she 
was received at Dijon by a discharge of cannon. You 
may guess what a number of fine comments that cir- 
cumstance gave rise to, and in what a light this journey 
appeared to the public ; the truth is, she had a cause 
depending at Dijon, which she wanted to have decided; 
but, however, the rencounter was pleasant enough. 
The countess is very diverting upon this subject : she 
has been about a fortnight at Epoises; she came there 
from Guerchi. A certain little obscure fellow said one 
day, that the abbe T6tu had soul enough for a large 
body : this diverted me extremely. At length, night 
surprised us in the midst of our chat, and after having 
admired all the curiosities of the place, they went 
away. They^ would fain have taken me with them, but 
I had too much business of consequence to attend to. 

I shall not go to Epoises till to-morrow, and shall re- 

e 

* The inter of madam* de Grancrjr. It tppm that the vis of the 
parties that frequented the date of Bo u rbo n 's, which made her suspect* 
cd of coming to Dyoo merely ia quest of ihftt prioce* 
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turn the next day/ We shall write to you all together ; 
if you had come yvith me, you would have had .the 
pleasure of meeting these good people, who would have 
kept you from being dull, I will answer for it. 

As for the air here, there is no breathing in it with- 
out growing fat; it is moist and thick, and admirably 
calculated for restoring that humidity which the air of 
Provence had dried up. I shall finish all my business 
to-day : if you were in want of corn, I would ofiei v ou 
some of mine; 1 have above 20,000 bushels to dispose 
of, and yet I cry famine in the midst of all this plenty. 
However, I have secured purchasers for as much as 
amounts to 140,000 francs, and renewed my leases with- 
out any abatements. This is the w hole of what I had 
to do, und I have had the honour of finding out ex- 
pedients which <&cnped the abbe with all his wisdom. 

I am vexed beyond description at not being able to 
hear fiom you, and at not having it in my power to 
serve you: this situation is hardly bearable; I hope it 
will alter for the better. Bussy is still at Pans gaining 
ground every day ; he began by madame dc la Baume. 
Time, the impertinent meddler who changes every thing, 
will perhaps improve his fortune. You will be glad to 
know that before he set out, he and his whole family 
equipped themselves in the newest style of fashion at 
Semur : judge how well he wilt look. lie is reconciled 
in this country with Jeannin, and the abbe Foucjuet*. 

'I have just leceived a packet from Guitaut, with 
news winch you shall have in your turn. He is to come 
to to-morrow or Monday. 1 embrace M. de 

Gri^m, and assure him he would pity me, did lie * 
• * * 

£ These two personages played in the Amours of the Gauls, the first, 
a ndiculous, and the second, a scandalous character : the abbl uat the 
Iggther of Nicholas louquet the superintendent. 
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know what I suffer while absent from you/ As for 
you, my dearest child, I embrace you with a tender* 
ness that it is not given to every one to feel* 

LETTER CCLIX. 

TO TUB SAME. 

Epoises, Wednesday, Oct. Hi, l«;a. 

I did not finish all my business at Bourbilly till Mon* 
day, when I came here, where I was expected with the 
greatest impatience. I found the master and mistress 
of the house as hospitable as ever, and the, coontess *, 
who dresses smartly, and enlivens all the country round 
her. I brought with me M. and madante dc Toulonjon, 
w ho are no strangers here ; we were afterwards joined by 
madame de Chatclus, and the marquis de Bonneval, so 
that the party is complete. This is a large handsome 
house ; M. de Guitaut takes great pleasure in making it 
as elegant as possible, and spares no expense for that 
purpose. He has nothing else to do with his money. 

I pity those who cannot do the same. My host and I 
hate talked a great deal; I have the art of setting 
people a-going, and of attending to what they say. 
One might slay here a long time without being dull; 
you have been greatly praised among us. 1 do not 
think 1 .should ever be for leaving it, if I could hear 
from you here; but the state of ignorance in \vhich 1 
am respecting you, almost distracts me. I puzzle my 
brains -to think what you may have written to me ; and 
what may have happened to you in three weeks; in 
•lioit, 1 can have jio rest for thinking of you. I shall 
certainly find five or six letters from you at Paris. I 
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cnnmt conceive ttie reason why M. de Coalangcs baa 
not sent them to me here, as I desired him to do» 
However# I set out to-morrow on the road to Paris# 
where I shall not arrive till the eve of AU-Saints. I am 
told that the roads already begin to be dangerous in 
this province ; I say nothing to you about the war, 
which some say is already declared# while others# who 
are of the ministerial party# will have it that eveiy 
thing tends to peace ; a little time will clear all up. M. 
d’Aufan is in this country ; I have not seen him# but 
he is very near us; and I have seen scveial who have 
been happy enough to have received his benediction. 
Adieu# my dear# my lovely child ; I do not meet with 
a person who does not think you have reason to lovt 
me# from the great love which they see I bear you. 

LETTER CCLX. 

TO THE $\ME. 

Augme, Frida}# Occ. 57, 167*. 

Ifurr Epoises, anr) the company that I told you was 
there# yesterday. I was just nine days in Burgundy# 
and I may say that my presence and the abbe’s were 
very necessary at Bourbilly. I had a great deal <>f con- 
versation with Guitaut, who amused me mightily by 
informing me of certain circumstances relating to bis 
affairs, that 1 was before ignorant of; it is always good 
to hear both sides of a question: I was gratified, by 
having an opportunity of lestoring him to my good opi- 
nion# which had been a little impaired by the storus L 
Jmd heard concerning him, and which ini"lit ha\egonc 
fester lengths# had I not been prepossessed in his fa- 
vour by the optnness of his tc unit nance. I always 
thought him honest and sincere; and 1 hud the only 
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reason of his being dismissed from the Hotel deGonde* 
was on account of bis giving umbrage to some persoij^ 
ages theie, and tbat such a favourite as himself Whs 
by no means pleasing in so small a court There are 
some very extraordinary events in his romance; it 
seems as if it would end in a retreat to his castle ; I am 
not willing, however, to be too certain of this. 

The countess told me some admirable thing| about 
the Grancey family* There is something very curious 
in the plan of that house ; but 1 beg tbat all jealousies 
keep silence in presence of the person + who is one of 
the actors in this comedy. He is the very quintessence 
of jealousy ; he is jealousy itself ; I wonder there was 
any left in the world, after the extravagant portion that 
fell to his lot. I should take great pleasure m talking 
over all these things with you ; they are very amusing, 
Every one speaks of war; but d'Hacqueville says there 
have been some wagers laid that we shall have peace. 
God grant we may. 

I wish much, my child, to know how you arc; I feat 
you give way to your natural disposition, and absorti 
\ ourself in melancholy. Our good abbfc is very well, 
thank God ; 1 am not a little proud of it; he sahitei 
you affectionately , he wants much to hear something 
of \ou, and to know whether you remember the ad- 
vice he used to give you, at the hazard of being hated 
for it, which, howeter, did not deter him. i embrace 
M. dr Gngnan ; pray make my compliments -to tin 
archbishop, if you are at Salens ; and assure the coad- 
jutor, that in expectation of the time when, as he tell 
me, I am to love him so much, 1 love him a good deal. 

* It wjfcMul tint the duke was in love with tin eldf t daughter c 
mishal de Gr.uii), and Monsieur with the vourgeat. These bdiei 
fi mi tin ir r rtat b«auty, went by tlx. name of the angch, 

+ Muiniiur le Doc. 
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TO THE SAMS* 

Morct, Monday night, Oct. au, 16 ; > 

I am now very ne&r Paris, my child ; but if it weic not 
lor the hope of binding letters there from you, my ar~ 
rival would give me very little pleasure. I am conti- 
nually thinking of what I have to do for ) ou ; of all I 
have to say to Brancas, La Garde, the abbe de Grignan, 
d’Hacqucville, M. de Pompottne, and M. le Camus ; I 
foresee no pleasure to myself but what I dciivem some 
way or other from you. I really mciit that my friends 
should beat me and drive me back again. Ah ! would 
to heaven they would do so ! Perhaps I may git the 
better of this humour, and my heart, which is at pre- 
sent such a slave to sorrow, tnay recover a little its li- 
berty ; but it can never do otheiw ise than long passion* 
ately to see you : In the mean time, to talk of you shall 
be my only delight, the favounte emplownent of my 
thne ; but I will select my company and my subjects ; 

I am sufficiently acquainted with lik, ‘to know, that 
what is pleasiogto some people, is disagreeable to others. 

I h^ye not quite forgotten the world ; I know how ten- 
derly and kindly it enters into the feeling of others, and 
1 beg you therefore to trust to me, and fear nothing from 
the excess of my affection. If my foibles, and the un- 
just measures I have taken, have sometimes gnen oi- 
ieftce to my love, I conjure you, my child, to excuse 
4 them in favour of tfeeir cause. 1 shall preseive this cause k 
most rehgiousl) as long as I am in being, and I hope 
Without doing it wrong to make myself less impel feet 
than I am; I endeavour daily to profit bv mv reflec- 
tions, and if I could live as 1 ha\c told \o\i, two luin- 
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drcd years, I should be a Wonderful personage aft the 
end of that period. * 4 

If M. de Sens* had been in hi* diocese, I should 
have waited on him ; I think I owe Hi ha that attention 
for his high opinion of you. I look at every place 
through which I passed fifteen months ago with such 
feelings of delight, and I reflect on the dillerui) feelings 
that I experience on seeing them again. What a strange 
thing is afiection, such as dune to you ! 

I have heard from my son; his letters were writttlt 
on the eve of an engagement ; he seemed to think no- 
thing of it ; but was ratbgf desirous of exercising his 
rapier by \\ iy of curiosity. I should have beta dreajU* 
fully alarmed at this letter, bad I not been very well in- 
formed com erning the march of the imperialists, ]bMT 
the great respect they have for your brother’s regiment. * 
Good heavens! my dear child, how ill 1 use yOU I 
what nonsense 1 have written! Perhaps when I write 
you from Paris, I may send some trifle or other that 
may amuse you; the things however, of most import* 
ance will tome fioni Provence. But your health ; ahf 
that afflicts me most I fear you do not sleep w 
and that you will be ill again; you tell rue not1|$ftg 
about it, which only adds to my uneasiness. 

LETTER C£LXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

• * Pltris* Thtmday, Nov. 3, 167% 

At length, my dear child, I am arrived here in safety, 
after a journey of a month, which fatigtud me less than , 
the last night has done, though I had the best bed id 

* The bubop of Sem. 

' OL. II. N 
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the world. I iwver otica closed my eyes; I counted 
every hour upon my watch, and the moment day brake, 
loot up: “ remain in bed, if I cannot sleep * ?*' 

Weepterod Paris yesterday, which was All -Saints’, the 
better day the better deed, and alighted at M. de Cou- 
langes': I will nofetrpeat to you ell vny folly and weak* 
nets on the occasion, t I was not fit to be aeon : how- 
ever, I checked jwryself as much as possible, and said 
the wind bad made my note red, M. de Coulanges 
embraced me, then jtl. de .Bare* maikune de Coulanges, 
and mademoiselle de Mcri. In a moment after follow- 
ed madame de Sanzei, and madame de Bagnols, and the 
archbishop of Bheicns, Jtt mil of love aud admiration 
for the coadjutor; then came madame de la Fayette, 
M. de la ftochefoucault, awboe Scarron, d’Hacqoe- 
; ville, La Garde, the abbe Grignan, and die abbe Tetu. 
I«m persuaded you bear, and see all that passed, even 
where vein are, and the joy that was expressed on all 
sides, and u how is madame de Grignan? and what 
journey base you bed ?” and a long train of et emteras, 
without connexion or end. At length supper was serv- 
ed, end'^hj. doshpany having retired, 1 passed the night 
in the delightful manner I have described to you. 

This morning at sfine o’clock. La Garde, the abbe 
de,Grignan f J^^icas,'pnd d 'll acq u e v i I le, came into my 
room to ha^|titttfo private chat ; in the first place, I 
must tell you, thtl ydu cannot esteem Branca?, La 
Garde, and d’Hlbqrieville, too much; as for the abbe 
de Grignan, that comes of course, 1 forgot to tell you, 
that the first thing I ditHast evening, was to read your 
letters of tbfffifleenth, eighteenth, twenty -second,' 
and twenty-fifth of October. I felt all you so well 
express ; but can I thaw you sufficiently for your good 


• A tine in one tof Waft Chansons GkmsU. 
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and kind affection, and the care you take to inform me 
of your affairs? Ah! my dear child, iti* but justice; 
for I have nothing at heart so much^as your fntereH, 
whatever it may t>e: yedr letters are.iny life, wailing 
however for something batter* ' 

I am astonished that M. de Grigftan's disorder has 
prospered in the way you iett ^ia j^ hasrin other word* 
he must be careful in Provence of evhr^fdd in his stock* 
ing: I wish he jnay do wdft, arid t|ptf his fever may 
leave him, for the swoflf must be ^drwn* * I hate the 
idea of this petty war* 

1 return to you# three whtim you* ought to 

lovelirmly, for they thmk^^oth ing hut hoiv they 
may serve you; they met wfw the right person in me 
for a conversation of tt&'j|cibd ; accordingly we kept it 
up till noon. La Garde^ves me strong assurances of, 
M. de ftoasponne's friendd^; %ey are all very well 
satisfied with him. **ff you ask me wlmt is the present 
subject of conversation at Paris I shall tell you M. and 
rnadame de Grignan, their affairs/jbeir interests their 
return, Sc c. In shorty I have heard of nothj^ elseliithcr* 
to; those w ho understand matters will tell yon what they 
think of your return; f do not deair* yon to believe 
me ; believe La Garde. We have'been considering for 
how many reasons you ong^Vto €h^e, fodder to ad* 
just mattirvboth with th<rht’ad|ndfof»dthhf principals 
which your g^od friend* has used all his endeavours to 
confound ; m short, he has knocked at every door^ and 
artfully misrepresented things h^fats conversation, which 
is full of secret venom, concealed muter the nm&t insi- 
nuating address. 1 think it would be proper for you to 
declare openly your intentions qjf coming, ami perhaps 

• All tills r-'jtrs to s dispute which Rubahtcd at that time between 
tli** t-i*hop of Marseilles and the Grignan family. 
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you may meet him here, for he talks of coining hftn self; 
and then M. de Pomj onne«and the rest of your friends 
Will be ready tO'Uftiii&t you, and set your affairs upon a 
proper and permanent tooting;* f)ut while you are at 
such a distance/ you will always escape their remem- 
brance.: besides, jtht person that speaks here* lias al- 
ways the advantage of him who says nothing. When 
you set out for Orajbge, J mean M« de Grignan, I think 
it would be advisable to inform M. de Louvois of the' 
state of things by letter, that he may not be surprised. 

I hare ju>t seen M de Pomponne, M. de Bezon, ma- 
dame d’fluxelles, nuidame de Villars, the uhhd de Por- 
tocairero, and niadat&e de Bard, who all send you a 
thousand compliments add good wishes: in short, be- 
lieve La Garde: this is &U I b*ve to say to you. • It is 
the opinion here, that you should not send ambassadors, 
but that you and M. de Gfignan should come in person. 
The war can make no difference. M. de Pomponne 
told d’Hacqueville, that affairs would not be so soon 
settled in Provence fjfe some people might imagine, and 
that war often breads out w'hen there is the most talk 
of peace/. T* 

1 must tell you a droll incident. The othc r day ma- 
chine de R******;and marfame de tfu****** had a 
high dispu^^€^jt’|Wlv^pistc>les ; La lio*****, tired 
of the told her it was a trifle not worth 

disputing about, and so she would give it up. ** Upon 
my word, madame,” says the other ladj> •' this \en 
generous in you, . who* have lovers to supply you with 
cash/’ — “ As for that, madame/’ replied La’Bn****, 
H I, am not obliged to explain myself 10 you ; but I 
know this that when 1 was first introduced to com- 
panYf about ten years ago, you w f ere obliged to pay 
money h> yours ” 

• w Dtsj remix went w ith Gourville to w ait on the prince, 
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who was desirous that he should see his army. u Well/’ 
said he to the poet, M what do you thiAk of mv nruiy ? w 
" I think, my lord/' replied Despreaux, *' it will be a 
very fine one when incomes of age. 1 * Now you must 
know, the oldest soldier amongst ii»ta is not above 
eighteen. ^ , ' /* 

The princess of Modena * was just on my heels at 
Fontainebleau, she arrived this e?i^liftg» |he lodges at the 
Arsenal, the king is to pay her a visit to-morrow : she 
is to wait on the queen at Versailles, and then adieu. 

Friday evening, Novcinhrr 8. 

M. de Pompone hasjusipaldvtne a kind visit. I ex- 
pect to hear at what time to*m^row I may are him at 
his own house. He has not beard of a letter of suspen- 
sion : in this country tfi^igs are viewed in a diiierent 
light from what they £rb Jn Provence j all the wise 
heads desire this suspension, lest you should he deceived, 
and in the prospect of a peace which they really wish : 
but they think you are in a place where you c:m see 
more clearly into the event of the syndic ; and they 
would not take an v step that might displease you. The 
immense distance between us, prevents *hy thing like 
just reasoning. Read all d’Hacqueville'* letters with 
attention, for whatever he writes^ of important e ; in- 
deed you cannot love him topwelf. YmirdtSother is well ; 
he is not certain yet wheie he*hall|MUfc1fbc winter. I 
am perfectly acquainted with all that relates to your in- 
ti rest, and Fspeak better upon the subject here titan at 
Grignay. • 

We could not help smiling at your care, in desiring 
ine to send for La Garde and the abb. de (ingiun: alas! 

* Maria d'Enie priiK'-v* of 'Io!im, who «r:i*; t > he cs|K>:w.d 

to the tluhr* «>i ^ork, bruihrr to (.hi. 1 11., and aticr hi. death kn>£ 

of Ejr_;LnJ, by the naiu'.- ot Jamea i 1. 
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poor soul*, they wtr* al m<.dy upon the watch, tad 
thought of nothing hut me, 

I am w holly yjtirs, iny dear child, and am so well 
plca^d with the ttWie I dedicate to you, that I make 
cvciy thing give^May to the least circumstance thu re- 
lates to you. Ijyfttily embrace oui poor count: do 
you think 1 may comma* lo love himsull? have you 
a»y ohjicUon to it? 


LETTER OCLXI1I. 

10 TUC *AJdIL. 

H 

^ - Pub, MoSl^ Noti 6§ l#7f« 

1 have had » charming afttversatton for more than two 
horfie with M.de Pompom*®} never hail any one a 
more fafenrabie audience, o?a more delightful recep- 
tion, JPHacqtfeville was present, who * id tel! you the 
same; we were both highly phased with him, Ido 
not know whether be thinks the present *tate of affhlrs 
likely to produce i p e l fee ; but he said the war should 
not prevent hfcgs from asking leave for V! de Grig nan 
to coma febEatfr lifter the assembly, end that he thought 
your best way would be to take youi m<n time for this 
jmirmy Yegare ngftt in saying, that honours wilt not 
change oi}lNil|i with ret^&t to you : alas r tny poor 
lose, you arslewlry thing to me, and evefy thing re- 
volves round you w ithout approaching yoa* or duerg- 
ing from me. How good it was of you thorite to my 
fntnd Coibtnelli, and tomadatnede la Payette* lhe 
latter is ch irnud with you, and loves you better than 
ever she did : she lon^s eimCstlv to *ee you here • you 
hnow her, an 1 in ty depend upon her Miiceiity . M. de 
la Rochefoutnult i> a^ am able an 1 worthv ^ ever, he 
has not 'lined out ot mv room il cm. two »}' \ou 
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may depend upon bin frienchhip* and of many 

others whom I will not name \ for it would be an end* 
less catalogue. 1 hate h4$ herera) (visits from parson- 
ages of fashion, and #iy cousins de fcuwy among the re it, 
very smartly dressed lb the heanuMpilks they bought 
at Setnur The duchess of Ybrk Arsenal ; atl 

the town flocki thither ; thedt&g Itfp bam tt *0e ber # 
and she has been to Vt rsaifle* to visit the qppen* who 
oidered her a /attend *. Th# queen it. to return her 
rwt to* morrow, and on Thupday sb«hit fo decamp. 

I dined to-day at tnadaOte de la F«iy*ttfc>t for the 
first time of my going out, ior 1 bate hitherto played- 
the person of importance iu own apartment Do 
y ptf no t purpose going to Ssleha + r when mousioar do 
Grigneo is at Orange ? 1 bate n ctited answers front 
all }our gentlemen ; prey rrm#mbei me to them soese* 
times, and to year Indies too, w hom I greatly honour 
and esteem. Does uadame de Bau merit tuU keep up 
her character of forgetfulness? You may hay as yon 
please* my dear child, but I am very tm#«u»y about your 
health ; >ou sleep ill 1 am per sfla lld l and yon harbour 
a train of destructive thoughts. Return* after an 4b<- 
sence of three years, and breathe again yet^ltatifa ail* 
If your family have any regard for your health* they 
ought to consult w hat may tend to its preservation. I 
say nothing to M. de Grigean j he ohflBtlvrdly suspect 
me of not thinking ot him* 

f 

* A <luur of state. 

■f A biuahjpwu in the diocese of Arles, at about five leagues from 
Aix , aiftl wKere the anfibUbopdf Ada#, who lu these letters is akaya 
bt'led tlie coadjutor, resided t\ tint time 
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TO THE SAMB^ 

Pttii, triday, Nov. 13, 1673. 

I L£VE you too well, tpy dear child, to be happy here 
without you. Alas! I have brought Provence and all 
your affairs along with me ; in van sijugge, quel che »< l 
cor a/ porta ** I am a proof of this, for I do nothing 
but languish after you perpetually. I cannot bring 
myself to a proper resign ation to the will of Providence, 
in the disposition he has made with respect to us ; never 
surely did any one stand «o much in need of the aid of 
religion as 1 doV r l>ut, # my 'child, let us talk about our 
affairs. 1 had written to M. de Pomponne as you desired 
me; and as 1 had not sent my letter, and thought it a 
pretty good one, I showed it to mademoiselle de M£ri 
to gratify my vanity. I have (lined with the &bb6 de 
Grignan und La Garde; after dmitti, we went to 
d'liadqnevdle'a# we talked a git.it deal, and as they 
have thUsbrst jodgenunt in the world, and aS 1 ne\er do 
.^ny thing 'tl&lloat them, 1 am never deficient. They 
think there never was a journey more neces>ary than 
M. de Gngnan’s. You will say. But how is leave of 
absence to ired, now War is derlarrd ? I shall 

aiifcwo, that H is more declared in the gavottes than 
here: in this count iy everything is suspended. We 
expect something, hut *c know not what : the awm- 
bly of Cologne however is not yet broken up,** ?iul M. 
de Cbauliies by what 1 hear to»day, will not hold our 
sMtei, but M. de Lava rdin, who arrived > t sterd ay, and 
sets out on M( nday with M. Boucherat : this* gilts ua- 
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son to hope that some n$gotktiun il going fonvnrd. 
Not a word is saul here of war ; we shall however soon 
see: you must always hdl8 yourself in readiness: do 
nothing which may bj-eak the neck of your journey, and 
confide id your friStMl, who would npt wish you to ask 
leave of absence unseasonably ; thejf do not approve of 
your sending an amb wador ; yourself. Or nobody. 
When you are here, things will wear a different aspect 
ftom what they do in Piovence. C»o<pi heaven^ my 
dear child, if thm were only this reason* come bn your 
health's ftyke, come that you may not he destioytd, 
come and cook mhei thorn, ht>, turtle and resume your 
consequence, and put a stop to the injustice that has 
Jaefcaj otie you. If it were I alone who held this lan- 
guage, I should advise you not to *itu$iri to it ; but the 
persons who givO you this ctuirmel an* not easily cor- 
rupted, and are not acrnstoimd to flatter me. 

Theabbcde (»i"»nn, Laltauh, and I, hive been to 
pay a visit to \um ti i ptesidtiit*; hi* is u turned from 
Orleans. He hi < 1 >l ie k ug’s bond the day befine ye*» 
terday ; when bis imp -ty mld hitd; that lie would hove 
stiange turbult nt ftp i is to deal with PioveW. He 
is a mail tint will n stme » ^oud understand hig on a II sides ; 

he is a man, in slum, that . I am v. \eil to think 

tint you have yet n reived none of myleUers but those 
which IViote upon the road U* ivSIft, shill i never 
bear your voice again? \la*» i my di ar child, what a 
distance is then* between my flu -side *unl youis! How 
happy was I whtu with you ! 1 it It my jov in* its full 
ext* rtr-Slul’ have nothing to upbraid myself with; I 
m ole the roost ot my tune, and kept my pleasure till 
the* last moment. 

• M Mar ri, then ju t nominate I to th» th ir in the idlwntnt 
< f \ x. 
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TV queen fcfts let her h are ofie 

of her Spanish W0a|e?t to attend her that wan not yet 
tronc . this shq ttiid% granted j and it has so delighted 
the queen, that She declares she Shall never forget the 
obligation, I ajBwrpriaed that tfmdam* de Monaco 
has not yet aminae toy compliments on your account. 
I bawdreceivad a great ipany visits and cmHfies from 
Versailles* My son is in excellent health. ,M. deTo- 
rsnne is still in 'my son’s army* They are at Phi- 
lipsbourg, the imperialists are very strong; you know, 

I suppose, that they have thrown a bridge across the 

Mainefe. I found poof Guitaut agitated to death at this 
ihtaUigincei I Md h)m that nothing jjfould have pre- 
vailed on avt tint the 

! had to hearing second-hand news, and not being able 
to sq© things with my own eyes. The abb&T6tu is very 
bind of amine de Coulanges, but only trU you re- 
turn, he says ; I sup almost every night with her* M. 
de Coulanges' cabinet is more beautiful theif ft Otrer 
was, your little [nfJBrrs are in their (ull lustre, and 
very properly dhpoSeu. Every one here entertains the 
most r o friendly, I had almost said tender, 
remembrarKm of yott£ hut this lath r sentiment ought 
jgit to be so general. I embrace M. de Grtgnsii, and 
wish him all pqgpble happmps, Brancas and M. de 
Caumaitiu are here, the former embnees jou: the 
latter dots not embrace youjhut he has just had in 
admirable com elation with the worthy M Marinf, 
to give his son instructions with regard to the behaviour 
he is to observe towards M. de Grignan. * - 

• «lc Mimtnptu 

f M M urn iv a* livelv and mitt} He wa&onct iu tlu libtsxv of a 
man \w II k w to b( of Jcwx h (vtnu it »n He Kmart e<l on the In * 

« t l\i S k% coa s < f aims, to which, like tint thet» ihoh i tm n , 

I I w t i t rntn i 1 “ h a i*o I '■te t ] ert * «* 1 I Mi ri 

rr j i our u I il ou J , * ri *uinid tl t j 1 1 i r, 1 t \ 
Uiluw i.i main ’ 
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LETTER CtflXV. 

1 

TO THE SAtf* 

Ptris, Mtitbfylfaewber is, 107S. 

I ncEivcD my dear child’s long, good, and delightful 
letter of the 5th instant, by the chevalier de Chautnout. 
I know the nature of this kind of dispatches ^4fcey 
relieve the heart ; and are written with an impetutfrity, 
that givii pleaifre to the writer. Of all those to whom 
you wrill such packets, I certainly give them the best 
reception, and am the most interested ift their Contents. 
I ent er into all Vour sentiment*. } i^em to see, to hear, 
and^to be with you. V mm your fetter frith our dear 
<THni (juevdle, whom you cannot love tod well, he is 
very angry that yqtt should suflfcr youraejjf to be so far 
earned Sway by resentment; he wotdd have you speak 
smoothly and stab home, as your adversaries do ; or if 
that appeals a conduct too treacherous for you to adopt, 
he would ha\e >ou curb your resent- 

ment ; would have you go on & ueuih jjnlbonl fretting 
and making voutself Hi . he %isK^yo^Mt (0 make 
open war, and, above all, never bfbrityl; forward M. de 
Pomponne in thing! that are written to you privately* 
and of which the source might be casily'traccd. This 
would be to draw upon ourselves the^hhued of thorn 
who confide in us, fet prevent them from grt mg us 
information in future : I entreat you to h$ very nau» 
tious^jn Uus respect If you imagine yourself to bo 
otherwise than on a good footing in this pert of the 
world, >ou are mistaken ; we consider it, however, ab- 
solutely neces»ary that \ uu should accompany MT f de 
Gngnan. As to the coadjutor’s journey, wt think it* 
may serve to amuse him agreeably enough, but that it 
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ii not at all neeeitiry to jfyur iffiurs, and would there- 
fore be ridteufooa ir undertaken on that account If yon 
cannot get lento* ik would he better not to let any of 
the family appear, hut suffer every thing to remain 
quiet tiN your return. You most depend upon d’Hacque- 
ville and !,* Garde* supported by M. de Pomponne, to 
know Wnen it will be proper to ask leave. The first 
president of Provence does not pass here for a nephew 
of M» Colbert’s. I cannot think where you picked up 
the relationship ; he isthe son of M. Marin* who bears 
the title of Chataigtie ratg, and was intendant at Orleans ; 
this is nil I know of him. I wrote you word that we 
h.ul paid him a visi£; he is the person with, whom you* 
must it-gulat*, Be assured, my dear 

child, that M. de^Brfguf 1 Will be able to stand his 
ground firmly, unless by some fault of his own. 

\ou estimate at a higher vatfce than we do, madame 
de M<mte«pau*s present to madame de la Fayette. It 
is^a little \*ritin^-desk of St. Lucca wood, very prettily 
ornamented indeed, and a plain crucifix. A* the fair 
lady is fohd of bplfi^^lhought generous she amuses 
herself in making ^th is kind of presents to the ladies 
» f her acqot&Wce^ but 1 cannot see that it is of any 
great value or consequence to our friend. I have just 
learned ^ih at ygp first president is in no way related to 
M* CJolbpfl, e|feftpt that In*. sisfcr, who is to marry the 
marquis' d'Qppqtle, is the daughter of his father’s third 
wjfr, who was Sister to M. Colbert of Torron ; this is 
&heinpcdigc*f^ 

. But, my dear child* when I reflect that I a..* Urojiun- 
dlfed lenses from the field of battle ; when I wake in 
the middle 4f the night unable to close my eyes after- 
. wards, 1 think of you* that having no amusement, and 
hearing «f nothing else, you have no rest, like me, and 
stBl certainly be ill. Would to heaven you weie here 





with me ! It would be of mt^re settee to you than 
being at Lam base. M. de Chanted ii retailed, but is 
to go again after the stale*} the others remain at Co- 
logne*. M. de Lavgrdin called to see me during the 
short stay he made here ; that is^anothet friend whom 
I »hall bring into play atliis return* ) neglect nothing 
with madanpn de Coulanges, and the abbd de 'litu; 
that chatiftfel is already taken care of, and in our own 
hands; but it will be long before we shall be able to 
undertake any thing decisive. 

M. Chapelain is dy iug ; he has bad a sort of apo* 
plexy, which has taken away his speech ; he confessed, 
by si]uf(/jng his confessor's hand m answer to the 
questi ons he pw$ to him ; he sits upright in his chair 
like a statue. Thus doth Go^ huntbfo the pride of the 
philosopher f* 

* France had at that time plenipotentiaries St Cologne* U Slsiflt it 
the negotistkNi of p« jce. » 

■f* The eatent of hi* acquaintance with Utt *umk wJiiek wwe*at 
that time little known, junly obtained tat tbit name. He bad lmsklea 
refused tin situation of tutor to the tkmpnlisJ But though he disdained 
honours, he loved money. Tin* j liilosopher died worth twenty thousand 
crowns. Ann I m * of Ilia avaru.t are recorded whfcb wou'd slum* m 
comedy. He dud thr victim of his vu e. Going t» the academy in the 
midst of Minn r, In preferred walking through the water, to paying S tri- 
fling sum t > pass ovt r hy mega* « f a plank that had h*cn placed scium 
a stream , umI v 1 • n arrived at tin “ idemy ha Wgmd die 0r* p and m 
at tin iKAtrd, to hid* hi* wet -and di t\ tu>es. He tfeui caught a violent 
col I, whuh occasioned his death, and gw rue to ifie caprewUm, Navas 
poor poet died so rich. 
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Warily Fkkhy, 17» 1 678» 

We' make the most here qf the castle of jO^mge. M. 
de Garde, who knows it, is apprehensive* that it will 
hold out longe/tban people imagine, so that if M. de 
Grigtnui is fort&naie etff^igh to Jj»hh the sieg^ ip a short 
tiin<^ it will tam^at greatty tb bis credit; and if the 
troops he has with bigs, shookl Hot prove sufficient, no 
one will be surprised akJ^dtlajr, not throw any blame 
upon him, Tte ejrjfenlldl also talked of, winch "d* 
by oo means be trifling , arid, m short, all your friends, 
and they are not a feta do their dtmost without being 
at the ‘cost ojF any ttimg but to speak the troth. The 
fir|t president of thp court of aids was by my fireside 
when the abbe de fifrigpan came m from Versailles; I 
wish >oo could how heart il\ he entered into 

our interests: I ata certain he will not easily be the 
dupe of the kqdfffi 

I supped with ftattgeau at mtjd'tme de Coulaage*’, 
where we had a great de i of jgfpvenation about you , 
he swears if Ijkh^pOt na* \ ou at At\, he would ha>e 
taken pn^pap, his waid |, to (fiigun; he had 
been riiWttttonuig ) ou to her all tbt way from Modena; 
tfife poor pi met s m diendtullv afflicted with a dysentery. 
AfflvtadV^rigland do not on as could, hgwished ; 

parUmeat i*> noffbnd of this alliance, andTftishes 

» f* 

•^fr.gueC Min 1 1 it ltd for tlu. bishop of Marseilles. 

M Dsngav luurg concludul ihe murage ot the prince n of 
Modem uith die duke of Yotk, bad (tc ch i 0 <. cf oondut mg her to 
England. 



fot ft rupture between ftjgiJ|ls andfrabde,*. Tbftfe 
is iffoch talk ft# a cessation m «Snm; if ffeftt should 
take place, yrtf (host not h(#0ft, »ft AiMnt ftbuot com- 
mt>. Your first president will ffttoot iboot leM. The 
prince and the doled »£ re tnAw, Mi*Gour*iIle also. 
A thousand compipuents await yotf from madaata de I* 
Fayette’s,, and the good folks there, by whom yon mo 
much helofed and tKeemik’ 
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TO TOT $AM$. 

« 0 , 16f$. 

i am jmt returned, my *1 ^/WomYetH9UU$9, where I 
have been, at it werey in a veil. J liaVe seen nobody 
but M. de Pomporme* we dined ^done with him; hfs 
wife and sister^n-law were at Pompenne. AftOr dinner, 
we talked together a fell hour, considering and reason* 
ing upon w hat was to be done# |U order to leave the 
assembly at lib< rr\ to delibe^fl in Spite of opposition. 
You would have been charmed with M. de Pomponne, 
if you had seen how he entered uU0 el) this reasoning, 
and into tlie best plfcni for your advantage. 1 never 
saw so excellent a ftttdd ; for snejt he Ogily appeared 
to-day. After having placed this' jnpMRii ^thousand 
different points of \ d'lHacquevdm dnd hfe Were of 
opinion, that we oofUlta wait till the siegq o t Orange 
was ended, in order to make th it a favouwds ktApasiou 
of reftuerin§ this opposition odious; and*to*l pftiU M* 
opposition was begun, fecause it would be timer fnpogll 
then for Ins majesty to order it to be deli^eraWa^psm 

• Charles If. made peace with Holland, th** 19th February, 1674, 
I t rtf » J to con ply with Uii jui lament in declaring war wgmilt 

J .mrt 





Th« oyer, and that fr itifficient. 

They tlKWrfhft 'flwtt.l&%pe ak of It at present, would .be 
to adltti^b * t^Up^whj^iias not yet' titan place, and 

ke place. An d as the affair 
of la^M^f>eQtes wifi not ap- 

pear tojftave a6 mupft. weight, till its success is known ; 
and there might be reason to fear ait unfavourable, or 
at least an indecisive, answer : whereas there may be 
so dexterous a^urti given to the affair in a few days 
tbatyou may Jiave reason to expect a satisfactory ter- 
mination. M. de Pom ponneis f e ry mtfeti concerned at 
the excess yonr divisions are tarried to; he is persuaded 
that the intemlutit wilt hinder the opposition ; and that 
the ass* mbfy w>H hpve Jfgndom of deHheration. u It is 
impossible to write in stringer terms than he has written 
on this subject, even to the bishop of Marseilles himself. 
Tie resolves to bring you all together after the assembly 
is over* and tb effect a perfect reconciliation between 
you. Leave it to him when it is proper to demand 
your conge. He thTfiks M. de Grignait is long in sel- 
ling out for Oragge; n \$ ; the general subjtct of con- 
versation here ; and vouare obliged to M. de Vivoune, 
and to ;M. de Gordesior not treating it as a trifle; and 
for saying, that if you should not succeed, w ith your 


puiful reg.mcov of Gale ria ns/ and your embroidered 
gentry* ^ho for the decoration of the siege, 

it woUkfhbt be at hi I surpritjjMjg^ that you will perhaps 
wknt additional troops; thaUrine example of Treves 
shaft* thiRt one may be a long time besieging a 
gdtry Spa^wn ; that the governorof Orange is an 
vnMttner ^ho is not kfraid^f being hanged, who has 
^d^^ilhdirfd^Ben, to enty pieces of cannon, very little 
' gFOttifd ^defend, only one place of entry, and a great 
provision of powder and corn. This is what these gen- 


tlemen tay, and what many echoes answer; so that 31. 



de Urigntn cinpet fid pdf* 

foon a very pretty action. ’ * * 

All my frtdfeds tell me^eoniim^Hjy that l^a fcand- 
some , they perfectly tcaze l Jwleve they ere at 
a loss for conversed** ^vAtsIl my peer little eye* ate 
quite sunk into my head ; 1 have the vexatidn not to be 
able to sleep till five in the morping ; and after all this 
they pretend to admire me* * Our friend d*Hat<|UetdIe 
does not write to- you this evening , but I And you the 
news he had wiittui for you in the morning. Ifo is 
pleased with our little journey, though we have dona 
nothing. It u no easy matter to be determined* and 
* to knowr what we have to do. 

I (old you that the prince* and the duke his son* were 
jeiurntd, very wtll pleased that your imagination is no 
long* r obliged to trasel over Flanders in search of them. 
Had ilie\ not already made an ample provision of 
lumls, tho*e th* v hive gatheud this year would not 
bt suOiuent to defend nr to admit them. Bonn is taken: 
so fir so good M do Tnreime is desirous to return 
home* and to put my son's otrny into winter-quarters. 
All the officers say. Amen. 

M. de la Rocht foucault does not stir from Versailles ; 
the king sends for him* and makes him sit by m ulartte 
de Montespan to hear the u Inarsal of an opera* which 
will surpass all that We lure yetr>b*fri, you must 
come and see it. Wc mate no doubt of vour obtaining 
leaie, nor of the necessity ot \mir coming hither* Do 
not neglect to consuu tic * ; i Ijutot upon e^ery oc- 
caaioa* ne is the source >i good sense Hd Whf expo* 
dients , and if lie were not in the house with ytyjffa 
ought to go in quest of him* to the farfbest jilft of 
Pi jvencc. 1 here arc occasions w ! **n Iris presence • 
woul I pc rbaps havt great c lh ct. 1 am persuaded that 
\ l p ie nciiliiK In-* dull* ics dor Iiis hedthto 



r — «, 1 idgttow tbfrfcttop 
tot anbfMfi&ailtM* be ha* «py 

D _ „ At farm atf A tkm v between 

Wbib 1% If t* were only 
«A «M|yW »b MW>P doe* «e your 

pento end ybur flAipcr.' I alt not the only person 
who thinkethu*. lUe enbbiibop ef fflieim* ie a great 
acquisition td you ; so wjfoy others send their Compli- 
ments an&^bod wishei to you, that! should nfcvqr have 
done if I were ewunnrat* thpm I beg yob lie re* 
medftb et me "to greet and di vine Aoquetetge: tell 
him he has promised not to target me. M de Grigiran 
and M. le Coadjutor, you db weH to love me; bat I 
defy you both to love madams de Grigpan bitte r jhan_ 
Ido. 


LET1I R CCLXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 

fob, Friday, N member 94, 107). 

I assl’he yottp my d*ar, that I am very uneasy respect- 
ing your stegcrorOrfuige: I Can have no peace till M. 
de Grignan ha* extricated himself from thick ridiculous 
affair. It w4i thought here at f|Vst, that no other am- 
muttHien bes$l^|rfc&ted apples would be wanting to 
carry on the siege. Quitfagj^p* said it was only a 
dffrl, a Tingle odgibat between M. 9a Grtfcnart and the 
goWttlor of and that M. 4e Gngnan ought to 

* iS V ***** x . 

M rrcttiydhbvvs atat * 0 « ncit, sad was afterward* 
l.ftawtaettoople his filth ipiatle to 

par la W, et m J«e «*J'artde pUire 
Vtdru fjjSr the OMSI, mi master ot the art of j earn * 






10 

frwhMl 

ridiculois wutfrthm > a<^aianM^|^icMi^ with 
her a>*4 goofed, told the tife^&WKr, how*. 
t« c nuriw M IMtMld 

■t at firettot; ftiul people begin pe^'Ycr go from one 
extr< me to sportier, amt tu «y, that M. de CMgrafewift 
not wcceaj in it; and iHM^jh ou-ht not to undertake 
to throe two hundoed men, «eH tn rm tiled with cannon, 
since h# ha* no dtiicr^roep tliaonthfiae pitilui galley* 
slaves who eUl not rtroeh estreated for a siege. Tm 
dnke «n9 M de U Roihdfcuidul are parau.tded he will 
^ not auceeed. You knew the world is elweys in ex- 
trmeta The event will determine every thing: I wish 
it may prove suu ewftil. 1 can hive ne Joy or Iran* 
(juillity, till I kn >\v the end of it. 

I have made your compliments to Branc rs ; he is 
persuaded, you would not at present be proof against 
any one, who could offer you the suffrage s of two com* 
sols. Madame Colonne # Was found upon the Rhine In 
a boat among some peasants ; ska Wit going I know not 
whither, into some i emote part ef Germany. Made- 
moiselle de Men informs me, she has the head-atln so 
Mjiently Chit she cannot write 'to yon : she tb^n fore 
begs me to make bet remembrances t%yot>. '1 lions 
you send me in yodv4eUers are soextUrmcly natural, 
thee scarcely any thinMtywfa t^JkedV, but the excess 
of our affitttia*. I ftav^th my pocket, letters of M.de 
Coulanges and of M- dMIaccpit villa, which IjMk of 
nothing butf me.' It Is true, i bs^O 
your fitendshtp attfj ft i ^ hi my M§t; 


• Niece of cardh*! ^flafh. if»4 etfb 'Sf th^lfilbecMMl 1 

Lo O iH*. 



should haveuope Whole life. J felt it plainh , 

and the timtf W*s ve^^pftasant to ftto; ^eu cannot com- 
prehend tf»^ uftstobiess 1 sugared in d^Bg it pass ho 
bwikly jtw&y. Ytmjnpetoo grateful, i$f deai, for mu h 
slender obflgatibfts* # 1 $$ltt&r that all my v*° * 

will to ybu produces ttothkkg sabsUtttiaf, I am ash mu d 
of what you say in feturn : it t* true, my intention is 
good* aiul this given me dftntfjmes such happy turns of 
exptcsston, when 1 am speaking of your interests, that 
if i had power or influence equal to nay fluency of 
Speech, they ftpald have sotelfe effet t. 

We were stopped short tbo^otiier day by W. Pom- 
ponne, who assured us that he hgd written to the inten- 
dant, to desire that lf^ie could not prevent the opposi- 
tion, he would at least leave to the as<u mb'y the liberty 
of giving their opinions: we did not then dare to let 
him undt island that wedhsired something more. Put 
ns I am continually thinking on your aflairs, I told jtf. 
d’Harquevtlle, that 1 desiied once for all to be able to 
form an opinion of the difficulty there would be of 
sp aktng to the kb^f this aflat i, m order to know 
w b n n * Jit be depended on, and to endeavour to get 
tin tm n tha^lNrvitude, flitch the bishop of Marsfeillts 
knows Uow to taake do of in so gene rout a matimi. 
M id um. de 1* Fayetto encouraged us in this design ; 
an 1 lo-tuorrow^treaie to set ou$g he and l alone, with- 
out any fin In i •utonlton thputo^ine with M. de £toni- 
poune, and i on-idet whtit tu$? if wiM be proper to give 
tb this Itosiuess. \\\ in rend to go purely with this 
shigto view* fWthhot admitting g thought xft anv thing 
we shall «ee n^he^kipg nor queen ; I shall 
jn&dfess, and no one but M d 

<5Ur court well, « i 

wsfdom lijwir*etul^^^w days, after to [< j 
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my devoirs. To-morrow the great d’Hacqueville aqd I 
are to have oi^fyou in ovr though**; 1 st^aU return in 
the evening! end wiite to ybtt. * Jj»* 

I saw madaiiie dt^ ^Iterr yesterday » with whom I 
h * 1 i ijre.it de$l of ^tfl^rsitloti ; the told mo Bodinar 
v is entirely in the interest of bishop of Marseilles; 

1 leplied I did not believe it; the assured Me that she 
knew it to be a fact ; 1 said wo should too* She told 
me a hundred little things, which irritated me exceed- 
ingly; but as you have no need of being provoked 
more than you have already been, I shall not acquaint 
you with them. 

I have never suffered more uneasiness than I now do, 
as well on account of the siege of Orange, as your 
affairs at the assembly ; I am more taken up with them 
than if 1 wore with you. 

r l he marquis de Souliers came to-day to see me, with 
l.ttle La Garde, who js in my opinion very agreeable ; 
\ oil may tell in ad a me la pres ideate what I sa> of him ; 
tin v will all mid t hi a lewdayW' 1 think M. de Sou- 
here is going to enlist under the banner of St. Vi stria, 
and he wi I ptohably increase'tlu. number of your onc- 
iiiks, Farewell, my dear, till 4o«metrow nbcnm at 
my teturtt fiom Versailles. 

umjsa cctm, 

THE SAMg* 

ot a conqueror , you hjtajfhuna ygtyi jMtmgpftt when you 
win, \ )u had gained dll \ ouijjcttuses. Your enemies 
i ik. umiounded ; j£gi saw yb*^ us band go forth' at 



utters or 


tlie head of 4he end yon breathed oo- 

lti1ftn. tjnl nil lip fffm iln Hinn|i flppiiiliimii The 
sun ot Pgaf^fagt ^p yatos, at least m its meridian, the 
most sriMgfcy g*t stot egyfoii 1 Itninour shone 

forth nt May heaven pre- 

serve yon fang in tbtaJbappy drapMtKMii Yon aie not 
to be bUraed'for In this light where sou 

an} nor are wo for Vsgwihgpthent litre in,* different 
one. Yon thipk tgoifcrapisge inm your dhfe ; we 
wish it as aidjndjripifQO «td in tttfi ease are 

e<{a*Uy ftgartnt an wr ^#WI} tioft » 1 opposing 
money, which is tljfc "all these things, 
should deceive yon inf (wCittrtwnlijp'jihl will then, I 
fancy, agme with ns in e*&Mhg dipt wrlhnuld embra<« 
apy mjt&m t . You *eej|re do pofealnayt think alike, 
oaaccount of the. tMstwMh thataepargfea'itti} distance 
indited i~ this it ietottthst ptdgiwfe^p* dfeutihutring what 
is said upon the sdiyeot, Wiitt^howeveOWofieve, that 
tach party spm&e4lAd4hin|^tt if von \me hero, yon 
would Say W wo dn; were theie, we should 

think nsyonddf^i ‘ *, 

Many jpeopjfe , Ap. cyudtMs hp know how j <># Will get 
out of th«^affl^^^^i^iOc%t< tf. Bdips me, the 
loss of thd^rtlsr bej j dfc j MI iMUl dtfleiontlffihct here 

to what itJrtnn laSSi ce 1 , -WBm slip no opportunity 

of laying all xim2|N$^ ttBaid njjntitp .to If, de 
Grign^p’t expeiwl^lbe gflMrzeal be sbours for bis 
»&£*#epi<<ana h^r HI rqch be is Beloved in his 


• win not vu 


bus hp know how j nd Will get 
Mic||up* B # ^ v * me, the 
rail I my different ! <Mfect here 
t. .¥BpM slip no opportunity 
d. jMglaid nilatitp .to M. de 
gflUFeeif be rfs wsp n for bis 
% much he is twloved in hb 
for natural tones* 
sty without vanit) * 
visit** in the 
truce is talked <>t 


wcsM IpaaWi J jfr rt i n g- 

Tammm 




hadaNe di atnwi. 


m 

and u M. de la Ga|de thinks ytour pwnct nacesaary, 
bf.perfeaiyr easy teapect 1114 the CWMof 
know how tad when to Ask leave «f v *bdMM* fcr j oo. 
1 < an cosily comprehend tht cxpyfrh g jrf thiaaiege: I 
admiie the iaveMiMW&he d^aaon^nake yea throw 
aw iy money : I ua<Mk| vexed $h|b any other prison j 
lor bowdea the reaeona tb*i r mtilir year p ieae o ce ne- 
cessary, I have $ne in parttemtr that ndm me imp** 
tient for yen to ease tins year/' The nbbd b tleairow 
•f aetUtng eecounts with velatlpg to my guardkm 

ahip; now this can be dtpie duly p the prex iu e of all 
the parties My aoo If yon will come 

/ judge then of tiio Wifi five me in doing 

it, Bt sides, it WtMrid bp iropltdknt to dfUt£*fc*fihir ol 
such important e. Tbd abbe it did and jj&wiad unj 
die suddenly* in wWch camU$ shall not know hour U 
turn myid$ andabattho (d|maa4 Ip 011 th* ekkaaMrjf 
of the BmM&ft. < kta*: ytigf ft mf 

interest, and' of tKe g^ 4 e&imIAata be quit of W 
important a charge Yor^dfjf Jtfph tana enough to 
conclude your assembly ; t mutt entreat 

this mark of >our esteem, jtha^ I mnyjfe in peace. ] 
leave your own kind ^eartybmpfliil this. 

Ilie quota disnntao^gfl kerjp^qcn J®^day : no 
one knowiyky. It ttimpindd get rtd of 
one in particular* and tflji *° distinction, aha 

parted with 4 If. Midwife • it with roa** 

dame de Sichltie^ » La iBetkif , Wlw ibe mnefahalt ; 
La Mark X» uptb madatne de Cruttol } Lbdfe and Dam* 
piere f return to Mtdati^i^44i^ ,tvM * “ ***& btf Mb 
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ther, uho ha* taken her home with her; Lannoi * is 
going to be married, and seems quite happy ; and as 
foi Theobonf, tiani) she will not remain on hand. 
This is all I know of the afiau at present. 

The abbe T4tu is vary well pleased with what > ou 
say to him tluougfi me: we often sup together. You 
stand exceedingly well with the archbishop of Rheims : 
madame de Couhmges is not quite on such a good foot- 
ing with the brother f of that ptelate, so you may look 
upon that channel as stopped up. Brancas is quite m 
your mteiest; and you are beloved by madame de 
Vil'ars La Garde and I hare at length seen your first 
pr< sident ; lie is a very well-made man, and of a pleas- 1 
mg countenance. Besoos says, be would make an ex- 
cellent bull-dog il lie wished to bite. He received us 
with great civility; we presented your and M. de 
Grignan's compliments to him. Some people say he 
will be a turn-coat, and love you better than the bishop. 
Le flux let ammo, le nflux let tnmene §. Did I infoim 
you that the chevalier de Buous || was here ? he is just 
come from BfOst, and in his wa\ passed through Vitr<S 
where be had an admirable conversation with Rahuet ; 
he a^ked who M. do Grignan was, and who I wa*. 
Rahuet made ah*wcf # that M. de Grignan was a tanan < t 
distinction, and tbei principal person in Provence, but 
that it was at an iq^bensc dilutee ; and that madame 
(meaning me) wtp&fl have d&ie mu^h better to have 
mairisd her daughter a little nearer td Rennes. The 


OAfWsfdi marchioness Os fffonurewl. 
fsterwaviii counter OghOwrUn. 

$ M.fotatiOfe, 

$ TWtifcol toAhe bftiSght 

back ^ 

II Cspuiafuf t man ofW, ai 


in, the ebb will carrj them 
t Obtain to M. dc Q\ » di . 



T V&AME 
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&LVIGK* . 
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alter w .is highly diverted with this account of the 
family. Adieu, my deauM child ; 1 am wholly yours. 
I'liis is a tt utli neaily akin to tint of two and two make 
’ ir 


LETTER CCLXV1II. 

» 

TO 

r«ru> Fiicloy^ December 1 , 1679. 

1 1113 siege of Change is as unpleasant to me as it can' 
he to you ; w hat a ridiculous and ^(pensive undertak- 
ing! The only <,ood that I see init, is the proof it has 
/ given ot the love and attachment the people of P10- 
> eme bt ti M.de Gugnan, by the number and rank of 
those that attend him on this expedition. This will ctit 
his enemies to the soul; but stilly let him do wliat be 
will, the adair will bring him neither profit nor fame, 
I heard ly wish it was once ‘Wei! over, 

I Hipped with Q'tnnto's fat r ftiend * ; you may de- 
pend upon it ) on will be well defended, if you arc at- 
tacked in that cjuartcr. She q)oke of you m t< nns oi 
tin* great** 1 it gaid and nftectiom She declaicd >he had 
a* \ei met with any one who so Completely suited hot 
taste as join self, and that no O|ife* 40 uld exceed you in 
amiablem ss of mind and beauty of pertoh. She ex- 
preyed irieat regret at your absence, pud in a way not 
to b< > . petted. tier brother is not at alljn inofiatne 
tie ('ouiiii^t >* good graces. Volonnc has pui$Ti9se(t>f*ur- 
phi » e oi 01 litie-d’hotel to Madame? thisjj/* a Very 
I «• ( vblishment ; and thus It as Providence seen fit 

• * dii dame de Volonnc. It 4 % certain that Quanto 
1 1 » *‘!c Montespau), linking the queenV bed-chain- 



bcr a den of hydras, thought it the surest way to o * 
them off at once. W hut dots not happen to da>, mo\ 
perhaps happen to-nioi u>w . 

It is affirmed, that M. dt \i\onne has the post of 
coloneUgeneral of the Swiss guards*; and M «\ Mo- 
naco is named to succeed him as g< ncral of tlx h \ s. 
I did not tell you how welt 1 was received L y the wile 
of the latter upon your account r lht nv w opt ta is m 
the highest vogue ; eveiy creature you met t is ringing 
part of it. The king declaud the other day, tint if 
he were at Paris, he would not miss a night a declina- 
tion which will be woith a hundred thous. nd francs to 
Baptiste f. 

M. de Turenne has obtained leave of absence, and 
his army is going into wintti -quarters. 1 shall ex- 
pect your brother now eveiy dav, and your ladyship a 
shoit tun* afterwards, if you ha^c ever so h tile value 
for roe* The abt>6 Ittu let* slip no opportunity of 
rendering ) ou emcc He feenothd of those I have 
undeceived. Mv sweet child, be cart lul of youi health , 
above all things endeavoui to sleep, by banishing 
at night c\ery thought that imy tend to keep you 
awake. 

v 1 hi* post, which wa* meant by the death of the count dc SoiSMirib, 
w is a short nine afte r ward* given to tlie duke Ue Maine, from whom it 
de*coi 1 to the prince de Don bts, lus *on 

t kl ) 
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UiTTKU CCtXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

Pant, Friday, December 4, 1673- 

1 am at length raftered by haring the siege of Orange 
taken off my mind; it wa# $Si additional load to the 
burden that oppresses me. Nothing now remains but 
the *yndical war; 1 wish it was over. 1 suppose you 
will not delay entering upon it, now the tittle battle of 
Orange is gained. You cannot think what eagerness 
there \va» to be informed of the success of this curious 
siege. It was talked of in the first rank of news, f 
embrace the concpicror of Orange, but shall make him 
no other compliment than that of assuring him that it. 
is with real joy I find this little adventure has taken so 
happy a turn: 1 heartily wish he may meet with the 
came success in all he undertakes, and embrace him 
w.th in v whole In \iit. The attachment of the nobility 
tv him i.' truly delightful: fe\V persons could boast so 
mum rous a train at so short a framing. M. du la 
Garde G jn^t set out to kno*r««tt is said of the con- 
quest ol Orange: he is loaded with our instructions, 
and w ith good sense and affection (hr us. D’flactjuo 
ville scuds me word, that he would advise M. de Grignan 
ro write to the king ; I wish tjtb -tellur was, by virtue 
of magic, already in the hands of M. tie Pomfonne, 
or M. de la Garde, for I am afraid lest it should not 
come c’.t a favourable time. The business of the syn- 
tlicshi'p has taken possession of my brain, since the 
Meg** of Orange has left it. ' 

We supped again yesterday with roadame de Scar* 
i *>n and the abbe Turn, atjavadam'* de Coulanges*. We 
1 id :i gie:\* deal of chat, which you had your share. 

/i. 0 2 
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Wo tool, it into our head<« to conduct mad a me tie Scar- 
ron home, at nmlniizht, to the very farthest end of the 
Tauxbourg St. («ermaiu, a yreat way beyond madam* 
de la Fayette's, almost as far as Yaugirard, and quite in 
the country, where she lives, in a large handsome 
bouse *, the entrance .of which is forbidden to every 
one, with a large garden, and beautiful and. spacious 
apartments : she has an ef)tiip;u<', servants, and a gen- 
teel table ; dresses neatly hut elegantly in the style of 
a woman who associates with people of rank : sin* is 
amiable, handsome, good, free fiom affectation, and, in 
a word, an excellent companion. We returned very 
merrily, in the midst of a number of flambeaux, and in 
full security from thieves. 

Madame d'lleudicourt f is gone to pay her court. 
It is a long time since she was seen in this part of the 
world, livery one thinks, that if she were not with 
child she would soon resume her former familiarities , 
and it is therefore imagined that madame Scarron has 
no longer so great a resentment against her as fornu rly. 
Her return however was brought about by other people, 
and is merely tolerated. The little d'llcudirourt J is 
as handsome as an •opt; she has been of her own 
head at court for |his week past, and always keeps close 
to the king; this little creature enlhens every one by 
her presence : she is the prettiest piece of coquetry 
that ever was seen — she is hut five years old, yet she 
knows as much of the dOUft as tho>e who have been 
there all their lives. 

Some one told the dauphin the other day, that there 
was a man in Paris, who had lately exhibited an extra - 

s > 

„ % The house where the ling's children hy madame jle Mono-pati 
were brought up, under the care of madame de Scarron tlieir gwcrncss. 

-j> Donne de Pons marchioness d’Heudu ourt. 

J Afterwards the marchioness de Mooijou. s 
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ordinary piece* nf u nikmanship, which was a little cart 
drawn i • v tli .is : the it mpimi, turning to the prince ol 
( out 1 , slid, •• \\ tin ih» \.»u think, cousin, made the 
haims^ Oil/’ 11 piled i!ir piincr, u some spider 
of tiie neii;!ii'«»ir iu.iid/' Was ik > t tliis good? The 
quei n\ maul- -til! • aoitnue dispersed ; it is said they 
intend to inuk- 1 • s of the palace, ofjLhe bed-chamber, 
ami of fit : Vn u< instead of maids of honour. The 
wie < , !i .*• » er. wdl i r ivd'ii t'd to four of the palace, 
win :i\.d! !i tin: pi iiiccss d’Harcourt, toad a me de Sou- 
b e. .Had mi. I {'Million, and mad. ime de Rochefort ; 
but iiotu i.g i^ cH:.iiri yji. Adieu, my dear child. I 
wiu.'l l».i\e conli s>t-rl \ terday, bjut a very able and 
good man refits* 1 me .i * olutioii, on account of my en- 
mitv i*» tnc b»**hop : if yo u* ran feasors do not treat you 
in this vimo w , ih» y uc ignorant people, and know 
nothing of tie’ll duty. 

.Madame de Coul.ingrs embraces you. She wished 
to wnte to you to-da\ ; she continues to render you all 
the v m« e in her power, and suffers no opportunity to 
pass unimproved. She is heartily rejoiced at the taking 
of Orange. She goi s no.v and j&en to court, but never 
without ha\ ing something hundsomi^pf you. 


cclxx. 

V* 

k 

I O I’ll* S\MF.. 

I 

. 1’im, Friliy, Dw, 9, lfiy.'j. 

1 ml .r begin, my dear child, by telling you of the 
death of the count de <hik le- : this N the chief subject 
of conversation at pr«-*ent. The poor youth died* of 
sickness and tit gue in M. de Tureniftc’s army ; the news 
came o.i Tuesday morning, father Uourdalotie went 
lo ac plaint the marshal de (Mimniunt with itj who 
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feared it the moment he saw him, knowing the declin- 
ing state of his son. He made every one go out of his 
chamber, which was a little apartment near the convent 
of the Capuchins, and as soon as he found himself 
alone with Bourdalouc, be threw himself upon his neck, 
that he guessed but too well what lie had to 
tell him; that it was hii death-stroke, and thrive re- 
reived it as sudP from th^ hand of trod ; that he lost 
the true, the only object of his tenderness and natural 
aifection ; that he had never experienced any real joy, 
or violent grief; bat through his son, who was not a 
common chatftotar. He threw himself -on a bed, unable 
to support bis grief, but Without weeping, for this is a 
situation that denies the relief of tears. dkmrdaiouc 
wept, but had not yet spoken a word. At last he began 
to comfort him with religious discourse, in which hi* 
employed his well known zeal and eloquence. Tbev 
mere six hours together ; after which iiotirdalocn , la 
induce him to make a complete sacrifice, led him to the 
church of these good Capuchins, where vigils were said 
for his son. He entered the church fainting and trem- 
bling, supported morp ,|p. the crowd that pressed round 
him on evcr y his feet ; his face wai so 

much disfigurert With grief, that he could M.uccly be 
known. The duke saw him in this lament. d>le condi- 
tion, and related it to jus at in.ulamc de la Timm's, 
with tears. The poor ruar|hal returmd at last to hi* 
little apartment, where he remains like a man under 
sentence of deatfc The king has written to him. Mo 
one is admitted to see Inin. Madame de Monaco * is 


and refuses to see company. Madame de 
ay % is likewise incapable of receiving comfort; 


• CmihchoeCharUM%4p <^<fc'umontj^ter lia the icuntrL' Gu'nl/- 
Maria Charlotte de Cu&trlimu, •iatqpbi-l.i'r i«» die '’otin:. 
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but it is only because she is not at all grieved. DofVOt 
vdu wonder at her good fortune? She is in a moment 
become duchess of Ui ammont. The chancellor's lady * 
i> transported' with joy : the countess de (Juichef be- 
haves admirably well; she Weep* when they tell her all 
thejtind^hings her husband said, and the excuses h# 
m:\dsrttfMfahr when he was .flying. ## He was a very 
amianhs man/' she sayr; "I slioulcb^ave loved him 
pa^ionatcly, if he had Iownt%i# in thmlighiest degree^ 
1 suih'rcd ins contempt with grief, ftsdhi* death af- 
fects me with pity ; i always hoped hg’Would change 
his sentiments with regard to Tid# is certainly 

true ; there is not the kali %A(on in it. Madame de 
Ycmeuil % feels real concern 6n 4lris*3fcca4{fem. I be- 
lieve it will be sufficient, if you only daatre me to make 
your compliments to her; so you Uteed only write to 
the countess de (iiiiche, to madamc de Monaco, and 
niadamc de Louvigni. The gfM|d d’ifacqucville has 
been desired to go to Prase, thirty leagues from hence, 
to tell the news to mndumc de Grammont, and to carry 
her a letter written by the 'poor ybath a little before he 
died. He made a full confession of the faults 
pant life, asked pardon publiclyr^dj^t to telV^j||si| 
a great many things whidh may MMjft t Hi,nPhgr_l| 
word, he ( in led tlie comedy weH, Slid has left i 
ami a happy widow$. The chancettor’s lady is sol 


* !t»*h» t A the'ta^ i li.'.iHluf Seguief| sad grzndmudicr to ihi 

counn*s ilfr ( iuM'lu*. ^ • 

+ V.irgare» Louisa Sus.in He f&thuTx; SuIIi. 

♦ ( Wl-icedi* iscgiiKT, tnotlicf to the countess He G#uhe; she tint 

marrii-d » hr dukeHc buhi, .nwl ftltrrwznjs Henry He Bourbo^, duke d« 
Vi rni'.i'i. t 

( She wa» if .uk to tlu* Huke d&Xud^jfrdLStiS* The 

count He Guichc lisul the fovet of He 

also enured into the tongues of M*dc a bfil- 
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sensible, she say*'’* of the fifth- happiness thi> poor lad> 
must have had in fur rnamagt, tlut she thinks of no- 
thing but repairing this misfortune. We are at a loss for 
a proper match f<u lu r. You will perhaps name furhci 
M. dc Marsillac, as uc did; but they do not like each 
other: the other dukes are too young. M. de l out is 
^destined for mademoiselle de Roque lain «*. Think a little 
for u.«, for the ^flatr is pressing. I have sent you, rny 
dear child, a tedious aecdtuu, but you sometimes tell 
me you like miftflrtciifcb*. 

The Orange business bounds well here foi M. do <ii;- 
gnan. The great mmlfcor of the nobility lli.u follow id 
him solely oil account uf their attachment to lum, the 
vast expense, and haffyy termination, are a gi.at 1 ,: >- 
uour to M. do Grignan, and a great joy to h.* f riend', 
who are not in considerable lure: this general ;«pp»ohation 
is very gratifying. The king *aid at supp< r, “ Or.m^e 
is taken; Grignan had seven bundled gentlunen with 
him; they fired from within the wail>, and the thud 
day they surrendered. I am very well plea.std with 
Grignan/’ This wa* repeated to me; La GaiJc can 
recite it with greater exactness 

TVs for your Web bishop of Rheims 1 do not know 
what to make him. 'JLa Garde mentioned to him the 
expens* “ This in always the story/ 1 said ! < ; " peo- 
ple love to complain.” — “ J'.ui, saul Ul .Guide, 
u M. dc Grignan conld r not ,i\»*id h. mg at a gn ;.» ( x- 
pense, considering the nuhiber of gentlcnuu who as- 
sembled for his%d£e. n — " Ypv should say, for the s- . 
vice of the king.* 1 — f ‘ That is true, mi/* said he, ‘*J 
it was all voluntary; their design was k> oblige M. de 
Grignaii by serving she king." — I'm, my dear, jMn i> 

liant i m>l l »»|oiCr | l || llJ. slid Uhn >'^rvl .hr pa««nsr «*f 
Rhine. He ba^dJjtotK and mm as he 
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noting; you know he is in other respect** a gpod 
tgend ; hift there are days when the spleen prevails, 
mnl those days are unlucky. Say nothing to inc against 
your letter.^. We sonu times tlnnk our letters are had, 
because we have a thousand contused ideas*, but this 
confu-.on is in the head, while the letter is clear and 
natural : . this is the character of yours, and they alto 
sometimes so entertaining, that those to whom I do the 
lioiu ur of showing thorn areftpiite delighted. 

I haw news from our states of Botany. The mar* 
(juis do ( 'nuhjiit’ii has thought fit to attack M. d'llar* 
rouis; ho was pleased to say# 4hat he alone was rich, 
while all Butany was oppressed with*f)oyfrty ; and that 
he knew persons much fitter to fill that ipoal than he* 
M. Bourherat, M. do l«iv«irdin, and the whole province, 
were leady to stone* him; they w^jre perfectly struck 
with horror at his mgr.ititudp, tor he owes a thousand 
obligations to M. d’li.iroob^ I tveon sequence of thi>» 
lie his recemd a le:t< r from M, dc Rohan, ordering 
Inn to g«> to Paris, for that M. oe Chaulncs was com* 
in i'"- 'nu* ’i I to lot bit 1 him to hi* present at the stated so 
loi.ihvip, « .11 < <1 tlu* evening before the governor arrived; 
and in* remains in disgrice i|n ro for bis wicked accu- 
sation a -jailer M. d’Harouis. Tfais^niJ^dear, is what 
your title of governor's lady of^Rritaiiy oblige* me to 
inform you of. / 

I have jus! seen M. de Foniponne : he was alone. I 
w •*» two hours with him and mademoiselle Lavocat, 
who is very pretty: we re|d some oft^our letters with 
pleasure. # You ar<» admired both for*your style ami the 
interest you take in certain affairs. M. de Pojnponnc 
easily understood w Hat it w .if we desired of him. Were 
I to • ell you the many h imho 
(hat w f ere said of you, and the 
I have had with this minister/ i 

o 5 
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desk wou Id *ufliot I am pcrfciiK satisfied witu him, 
and I desire you to he so upon nn account M Inm, Ik 
will be much pleased to see y ou, and depends much upon 
your return Adieu, n>y dear child, I expect your 
brother every day, and I wish for Utters from vou 
every hour. 


LETtE^CCLXXI 


TO TRV SSME. 


Pans, MooAfc), Drr lj, 1 0-4 

1 am juit relucted #om St. Germain, where 1 huv< been 
two whole day* with #hlame de Coulanges at M. de la 
Bocheioucault’s. in the enmu^ wt went to pay our 
court to th<? wJm>#akI a thousand obliging thing* 
to metff you . but ih* l^diere to cnumeiate all the how- 
4*y® ^ o s an( ^ coeifiliinenu^liat 1 had, both from men 
end women, o efand vour^, who crowd about me to in- 
jtyptre after you, I shfuld have to n une the* whole court 
* Jlted how does madftmc de Grignan do? and when 
will site return and ao on In short, onl\ hgure me 
to yourself, in dmdddal qf a crowd ol idle people, who, 
having nothin^piM tojdp, wou Ide very one ask me some 
question, so that I 4 nquenlly obliged to answer 
twenty at once lyiitted with madam* de Lontois: it 
was who should be t t bf fi rst to m\iti me 1 would hate 
returned ves^dsy, %|iwc were stored by forte to sup 
with M. dt M^|iUtfc lb td^pnchantfcl apartments w itfi 
madame dt madame Scarron, the duke, M 

de la Itochefpucault, Itf dt Vnonne, md a band of 
^>ea verify music* I his morning, with A » *h ado, we 


nus 

at St UfM 


V^^hfUSpigtifar nMt is the news «f the day 
. tiUPHiWSte clmaiier da V4b* one, and M. A 
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Yuofhu*, are the humble scivant* of msdame de Lujjlrc. 
r £ln cht \ alter V expu sstsd Cwish of compelling M. de 
V n «niie to resign his pretension*. But on « tiat grounds ? 
In* \\«i> asked. Whv, he would fight M. de Vivonne. 
The\ laujicd at him. fa wan, however, no joke, be 
*ai i ; d tight him : aiuU^e mounted his horse, 

to take the field. But the bett of the Story fas 
tonne’s reply to the person *ho^»jroUi£|jt bhh the chd* 
lenije lie «n« comined to^bigroom by a wound in his 
arm, an I leceiving the condolence qf the whole cot||yi 
iLTnojnnt of the threat of bn rfcrul. fl I, gentlemen,” 
said b* , “ I hgHl r He m.n fight if be please*, but I 
def\ min to make me fight* lx*t Mm get hifMtflsMer 
broken, let rhe surgeon make tfftfi tqpilMbs in bia 
arm, ind then 0 — it n hs thought he w as going tossy, 
we uilljit’ht- "and then,” *nd he, **$ crimp* we may 
be fi lends. But the man most be jesting to J|ink off 
linn,: at me ! A pretty pnoj|ct, Ifcty > he might Wfetl 
ftre hi t iq dooi ot a house *rr*i Ajent^iowev#*, having 
saved Ins liferm crossing the Rhinjplnd wiH do no morp 
such generous actions, till 1 hgfftf the nativity eg# ft 
those I intend to omnst. Would have thought, 

when 1 wan n mounting this fell^^piolbms, that a 
few weeks afterward! b would #^nt4fjjbpot me through 
the head foi my kin4||hs t” from the tone 

and manner in -which iC a as iiufnjw[) had ao droll an 
effect, fliat nothing tlse is talk Afloat St. Germain. 

I found yftorsH^i' of<)i«*n magnified 

at oourt: the Imd MW^mfi|my agreeably, 
and it wa#*th$|(fbt highy > ^^y^pPm M« de Gn* 
giMo, theft, without the kingWwnfptii m#e1$fclo fel- 
low bun, gentlemi n shpoM 

bled wp»tt ni> ion ; Ibr the ting 


M. ^TVW'Mhi wu 
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huniiml, every (Hie; ebe said handled ; w w*., .fill- 
ed, with a laugh, that two hundred litters also followed 
him; but it is thought, seriously, that few go\ernois 
could have obtained such a retinue. 

I have had two hours’ conversation at two dilUrent 
times with M. de ifomponne. lie exceeds my most 
aanguipc hopes. Mademoiselle I/t\ncat is in our con- 
fidence : she is a very amiable girl. She knows all our 
affairs— the business i>f the syndic, of the prnmrafbi, 
oar gratuity, opposition* deliberation, &c. as well as she 
joes the map of the 6t*pirc, and the inu rest of princes ; 
that is, she has them at her finger’s md : we call lur 
the litiU minister. We have interludes in our conver- 
sations, which de^pmponne calls flashes ot rhetoric 
to secure the good humour of the audience. There are 
some points in your letters I cannot reply to : we oltcn 
answer ^ridiculously wheawe write from such adibi'ince. 
You know how grieved we once were at the loss of some 
town, when ib^y had bdfett rejoicing for leu days at 
Paris because the prince of Orange had laiscd the siege : 
but thin is one of thtf evils of di. stance. Adieu, m\ be- 
loved child : T embrace you very affectionately. 

ifeTfititcruppi. 

SAME. 

VtvU, Tueiday* Dft . j j # 167a. 

When 1 told^WttMpKwf eh i that you would not be 
the less usted^^^^;f mjftiteTest enough u> 

elect d%l|ijc olftntwmifii, and endeavoured to make 
the gaHihfftllht point of as little^Nill^kmiee as possi- 
bly be pflfc was the ette 0 of moire -policy, ' and of 

a fcetweeiMta here, tlrftt in case you 

failed, MmB t h0g yocnpjf ipr vexation ; but 
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now t>nt I timl by your letter you have gained the v»c- 
tyr v, and have cotnc oil' triumphant, l will candidly own 
to you, that it is the most fortunate riren instance in the 
world that you have carried your (mint in spite of the 
vigilance, precaution, entreaties, menaces, solicitations, 
bribes, and boastings, of your enemies : it is in truth 
delightful, and shows, as well as the affair of grange,* 
how highly M. do (>rignan is esteemed in his province. 
M. de I\unponne, d’Hnc(picville,1frraii<ws the t«rigmui^, 
anil many of your friends were particularly anxious 
the issue ol this affair ; and were far from considering 
it hi so indifferent a light as I wished you to think they 
did. But this was only put on, as 1 told you before, to 
support your courage in case of a defeat, ^glgdemoi- 
selle I.avocat is full of this business; and, to tell you the 
truth, 1 have sent the two first sheets of your letter to 
M. de Pomponne, and dTlac<|ueville, who was with 
him, for tin* purpose of giving <hem pleasure. Do upt 
think, therefore, that wr see t$tngs so very differently 
from you: every thing in which .honour is concerned 
is seen alike m ail countries. Be wt* angty with us ; 
applaud onr good intentions ; and bmkxt that we are 
fully of your opinion, and I in p*l |fcu taP, who have no 
other. ** 

You g»\e me sufficiently to^ndlffctaiid the obstacles 
that uiay obstruct your journ^f to but when L 

ri (It < t tint the coadjutor is rcagj|pp set out, he who had 
disposed of bis abbey for tw^Mirs, ’fyhf? wars for turn- 
ing off all his sc r v a ntmnd InlvlM to live a retired 
country life, and taste iftfc ^eeUofJajture air ; when 
1 m’c him, I say, ready to obojpthc gammons, Kkl exert 
a kind of magfc^att against all objections; 1 cannot help 
t x peeling 'something of the same kind from you; and 
’in* year orheu r. This is hw idWfetMtoi be 
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victorious in every respect, and will thoroughly efface 
the exclusion of your friend at Inst. 

1 dined yesterday with the duke, M. de la Rorliefoii- 
cault, mad dine de Thiangts, madame de la Fayei , e, nia- 
dame de Cogjanges, the abbe Tfctu, M. de Marsrll.tc, ami 
Guilleraguefe, at Gourville's. You were celebrated «here, 
and i^|< h wished for oy aJl parties. After dinner we 
were entertained with Jfespreaux’s Art of Poetry : it is 
a master- piece *. l2ff de la Hochefoucault has obtained 
Jlpother favoiitAiian# good equation for bis son : he call- 
ed the other day at m ad am e de Montcspan’s, w hen t Itere 
was a concert; they insisted upon his stn\ mg ; could 
they avoid it ? Madame de la Fayette sees madame do 
Monte$j)^n Jor la ijuafter of an hour, when she goes 
once a month to St. Gprtnain : this is no great favour, 
in my opinion. The chevalier de Vendome has desired 
quarter of M.de Vivome, who has never ceased lashing 
hint for his misplaced douio fje, but always by declaring 
his own avenue* it has been granted, and 

they ova reconciled, juui no more is said of the atiiiir. 
Soyecourtf asked Vhronne yesterday, when the king 
was to go a limiting, " When,' 1 replied Vivonne { 
smartly, “ are tglggalleys to taili” I am upon very 
good terms with A* general; he does ppt think he shall 
have the Sw i96gn#rata|lb § : he pM|*si did, that they 
^ were speaking Ipsdanie de la Yaliere talks no 

more of retiring^; w^ilough to have said it once : be- 
sides, her w<afcg fe E a fc jh^r feet to dissuade her trum 
it ; and then, v&Mpwf vgNf ih» no resisting. 

I? Hwvk JS i# J® 9 * f«SB<kd from%Mbbing MMHattir 


Off •Jminililc writ, brpun in it<6% 4*1 WjpWr 
m graitd-venrur or chief huMuoan to 


tlU 1674. 
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la marVcluilo dr (ii.utninm with tin mw> <*f the death 
of the count de Guuhc; and is hi uhiI s » much olivet- 
ed at it, that lie is cjuitv vmtrt f«*i com; an\ : 1 much 
doubt whether he will write* to you to*d.i\ La Garde 
constantly wishes ) uu to come, even wjtjbont de 
Grignan ; and as to that, I reft ryou to <licl>L»ck art of 
the coadjutor, ot which I More toW you: ypi t pra 
cleser, ami w ill act a diilfotv* ^fagpeter fidftltlMtof a 
lady of eighteen. 1'orbmelh is bm; he Ss as anxious 
about your atlairs as lie was at < jy n*Q, We shall hp 
trails [ km ted with joy at the iiywdV^ tad whvn wt fcave 
carried it with a high hand, they pay talk ol rewncib* 
ation as much as they please : we must be wfo U and • 
gentle after victory. Despreaux will sttcM gj|p with 
Ills verse’s ; he seems greatly affteted at She situation of 
poor Chapehtm. I tell him he fo^aader in prose, but 
very cruel in ver a e *. Adieu, 0f dearth child. Hew 
much should 1 be obliged tagyM, if you wotfkl coma 
and embrace me ! There is it ggpgft oar States 
in Britany. You are wiser than ^So are* BiSay has 
had orders to return to Burguddy^ lie has not been 
able *o make peace with his prinApl MMSiipt; he con* 
unuea obstinately beat upon marfj9tq| Ms daughter to 
Hie count de Manges t • »t Is like Joining hunger and 
"in si together } t*f4» »» enct%«l Wi* the name. I 
evpectmy soa every moment. 


* See Jut dak Sumy 
fully. 

f Chadw Fnuisk^dl Rwbpci 
irnirf, 1^10 ludbscu Sm * iu tl 
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LETTER CCLXXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Monday, Dec. 18, 1 6 “ a . 

I jr wui icucrs with real impatience. I cannot 

be easy^tiffjhe mangmig deBuous * is confirmed syndic: 
I am in great hopetNtrf it;* but as I am strangely sub- 
ject to .fears, I ahonkLbe Jifcartily glad it were decided. 
I saw M. de PompoiHre fbr two hours at Paris : he bears 
very patiently my long ^conversations, and appears to 
like the tnedljfey of Which they are composed : he does 
not sc|j^lle;to nay that he wishes M. deBuous to be 
syndic, that ifappeMW^ him to be just and reasonable, 
and that M. deGrigqjgf would have great c$p$e of com- 
plaint if, after what^m passed at court, he had this 
mortification t® .Provence, lie likes your 

letters, he e|l^|j^.ff;j^ i ^adr^ires you ; he sees plainjy 
the power Provence over the nobility, the 

parliament, and thmfeercnt communities, and will take 
care 'to represent it kfoi proper place. 

M. de £diiv^^|md many otSaw^are returned : it 
is said he complains that the Torrent h|S destroyed the 
good conduct ^flhe TJmf f, and giv^ hdr a manner very 
different affection which so well became 

her. - La ie arrived, desirgft me to say a 

thousand Jgagj> wri^e something kind 

for me to madame la mar4chale 

de GramjTO^Sy 1 che is already forgotten ; 
it isJPfact ihsir tlkE Torrent has resumed her usual 

.* ****** d e Pontevez marquis de Buous, £%k cousin to M. de 

Grign&n. _ 

t Appareft means his wife; and in that else the Torrent 
must be#ffcm«W1 Monaco her tit.n*. 
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course : this a good country for forgetting people. 
l*liavc \ery much commended to mademoiselle de 
Mcudery the handsome proceeding^ 

(jiiilauL has dined with nioj Jgaf 
wen? also here; your health w%s dranl 
liey in wishing to add more yeal|W§S r ti 
already spent m Provence, was thought 
tr.iurdioary. It is a fine thing aiffer 
effaced and forgotten in a pla&?}!ffire yod* htiflr&ltir 
ni">b daily, and from whencej^ o^l ^riv^ all y our 

You may wish al.^wrRijoy that which you 


M. de Peruis. 
Lid Coulanges 
your po- 
three you have 


sr- 1 uence 
out 


\m in your government, aiid^dfc conduces, tftifttle 

1 : L. a . l * ^ ’ ' „ • *L/ 'L „ 


other • but you ought to ^ndeavbur priheij 
well here. . %0 * .2 ** 

l !iave received your letter 
have aiibW<S*fed it beforehand, byil 
will meet with nothing hcr^toj 
you not finish quickly ? «*y, 
remove this ilium from our feel 
share with you in the..oy of you 
joined with me in opphft), tin 
in life so st n.^i blyvU&cts us al 
nour; and we cojRmpl*d, like th 
th is could proceed from nolhinjfejbut the 


an ct! 


humility, i asistire^yotj, nu^n 
wily into iv y our interest, nttt u 
than our worthy Rain : ahl hov¥n 

l said to him, and "how " 

waits with impatience to h 
lie i\iil be levy much amuse 
repeat some of my sentences, l must repeat to y 
of yours, vvhich js worth an empire: “ If his majesty 
would hut have, Luc goodness to let us tear one another's 
eyes out, he would had that he woutdN^u^tfcli>bettec 

* A fictitious name for M. tic l’omiionne, 




T'l think I 
u£ you that you' 
you; butfr„by do 
. nuke hafte tf* 
m v? W&i u» 

■ Mintias* 

Ageii, that " 
lost profound 
■e cardi- 
tter, 
^ibtags 
me ! He 
syndicate. 

y° u 

this 
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served.* You will neither be angry with me then, nor. 
with the court, sincejprou have your elbows at liberty 
with respect jpr nd i cate, brut pray terminate the 

affair, and ljrfW^^y^^|elter«,to put us out of suspense. 

You to hear that you were 

spoken of for palais . I tell you so, how- 

d^^pn^thul^is 'ttl&cient. You are held in great 
dife^ces £*%e esteem most. Seek some other 
1 me wifh not reluming 

rstand the fineness of 
ice, and remember it 
v.starvcd with cold ; in 
ei It is certain, my 
Qnc& half attached me 
ever stfeir jrou so long 
nd and h&rt so fully ; 
but what I tej^you, 
lights. B'Hacquivilte 
:o experience no suck 
ild be very well £&trs~ 
fftceto love him more 
circumstance of 
SpHMre, is the' source 
of uneasy ^eflecttoflSjW: me. and I talked 

^ry set)pl^Hbpni^ y&terday : good hea- 
velks,'^UimHHttH r am with this Rp$ t ! and I believe 
he is hh pleasure in renewing 

All otfi* ,hota|ffe'W^ coming back, and I ex- 

pcctj^igi^ Embrace MjdeGrignan for 


thin 

Itfcbrng thel|®F t 
of unea^^^^^^^ 

pcctAf?*igrj| cUfcinw 


pcctJ^vignS ^RinoiRty. Embrace M;de Grignan for 
me;% would fcfe charmed to hear me talk of him 
soipf times; he ha$a fine figure, and detail his excel- 
* lrnt^mlirmr with Treasure. Adieu, my dear countess. 
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TO TtfE SAJ 

^ c 


)ec. 92, 1073* 


A riixE of political -news is just 
and, contrary to my custom, I sliM^ i e tf^u. TOu 
know the king of Poland * The t g^i.1lWW» 

shal f, die husband of jnadeflltf ‘ frj |h d'Xrquiwi, i*3*t 
the head of an army against totehgety 

thousand wer^aftd^d 

general’s tent/ Softer so'distio^flfcddi 
not in the least doubted that h^ssSrtea d#MMhki»g, 
espeeiaUy as he is at the hdjj^JMBfc gh an atl4hj?^#Ml 
that fortune generally de,dm^l|fl|Hp q^ numeM# 
battalions. This piece of Mm 

I never now see the chvffaHer ii‘»P 

raged at not being made a Ife$pSi( 

St. Germain, and ^«g j|^hopd6' v ^^ ’his af- 
fairs so well as tooSSBniis ddfcire at ftfist:- I sincerely 
wish it. The aiqJ*bii>Wjjp (of Artjg has written to as- 
sure me of the joy the a|jfctr||jSf Wang^^given him, 
and that he hop#* that of the sjmdj^^^®n end no lust 
happily, fie f^ds himself by the 

event, that your vighur than his 


St. Germain, and'^g^taLhop^i^e #fgt 'pdwigd ’bin af- 
fairs so well as taoSSBniis ddfcire at list:- I sincerely 
wish it. The aiqJ*bisW$£ (°f Artj|) has written to as- 
sure me of the joy the a|jfctr||jSf Waug^^givtn him, 
and that he hop#* that of the end no less 

happily. He ftfrds h i mse 1 f by the 

event, that your vigfaxr than his 

* Micliacl Koribtfrt V\ iesnowieiki, who^«d JKn# 167#* 

•f* Jolm Sobicski r dueled knu; of lck»U^4» Msy 90, I67#i " He 
married the grand-daagh ci of ti.aibiial d'Aiq^j#h wtu* after hi* diffith 
pruned to Fiance. The \icioiy Sohicski #)fttd iniGs;> unddrrlM 
walls of Vicuna, and which saved the emperor anflfet#? empire,!* stil 
• i 're celebrated titan tbit wludi is dien* spoken df. . 7$; 

* A rank somewhat Inferior to tliat of our rear-admiral. 
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prudence, and that from your example he is become a 
perfect bravo. T^*s has rejoiced me exceedingly. 


And 11^1 
self pal 
endure* 
your life,,! 

me/'m 
which 



ar child, when 1 picture you to niy- 
I think of the agitations you 
[jj^Wgittest degree of f'\er endangers 
; and day from uppreLcmi'ui; for 
pppiness would it be to ha\e y (,u with 
ess di|jtluctive climate, in your native air, 

again "festogp you to health and vigour! 

I am surprised dBadovintr you as the Provencals do, 
they do not ur^c thia^cintdy to you. I consider you 
asjfhving becmlggllNlN^ till now, and as having relieved 
Grtgr^p^ri i uq|l fe, 1 his aifoim, that I dare not 
WgrolpM ncJt bHfcg^tfwifh m^'but when every thing 
is finisher# Why n|£ give me this satisfaction? Adieu, 
my deafest child/ L*a«t very impatient to hear iiom 
ypu: you would th^JW^tvurself into the hre, you say, 
k> convincoMI^MpPb^e : my child, I have no doubt 
„ Qiym*' without this extraordinary proof 

f it, vim hie a much more pleasing, and a 

. more o^N^ing one. 


LETTER CCpCXV. 

ro 

Paris, Sunday, Pec. 24, 167-J. 

If is a long nce*i have felt joy equal 

to that L ex|Menee^at eleven o'clock .last night. 1 
vvas gt madanrc de £oulanges’ when word was brought 
me that Janet* was arrived. 1 immediatel)' hastened 
le, and the i&oment I saw him, flew to 'embrace 


* Aceai 

f “ nii WL 




itle&n of Provence, very much attached to the Grignan 
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Iiifci, and, half out of breath, exclaimed, “ Well, haftte 
\\c a mmuI'ic? is it M. de Buous ?” — tf Yes, mad a me, it 
i* iW. de Bunns.” — I was transported The next thing 
was, to read your letters} that d(nie>^|fl|H|U|^l]r 8eni 
to d’l Iacquevillc, to acquaint had 

succeeded to our utmost wishes, was 

arrived. IVIIacquoville returned v; hwr* Ash- 

ing me joy, and expressing his own. 

1 had a little conversation together, ifter wMS jrwe sup- 
ped, and then he retired; asior me, I did Ootrooiseiny 
eyes till past four o’clock : joy 19 niP§rcat composer 6f 
the senses. M. de Pomponne wtts with me yesterday. <% 
This is all 1 have to tell you at^present; but beltyritftn 
this and to-morrow that iv send awgy tny pacl&t, I 
shall probably have ranch to ' J** 

lly eight o’clock this mofning n»y chamber was full ; 
La Garde, the ahhe de Grignan, the chevalier de Bu- 
ous, the Worthy f: , M. de Coulw^^Corbinelli, &c. all 
talking, leasoning, and rea d i n ts, which 
arc indeed admirable. Never, surely, washer© a m6r? 
delightful termination: ah! what &c£ess ! what suc> 
cess ! could we have thought this at Grignan ? The most 
we hoped for was a suspension: and yet, contrary to 
all belief, one little mdiith has overturned the project of 
a whole year, and that a formidable project too, since 
it was hacked with ofFersl&F money. I cannot but ad* 
mire the consul de Colmafr, what in rgy&i for the great 
services you rendered him last^c^^KB you at the 
only time you wantedf him : :J^pp^my3fear, you will 
let this little instance of ingratitude bejpjerted in the 
book vve wish to write in praise of that virtue. 

Wc cannot but own the good bishop to be very skil- 
ful, he always keeps on the right side; finding ydUr 


* The abl)£ dc Coulangcs. 
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* party too strong for lum, and that }0u would doubtless 
name Bonus, he names Buous likew ise. All your friends 
here am of opirtma that you should now alter youi 
a||y 1% a ^ r v rttory, as you weie bold 

La Gadfe that makes me act 
in nf absence ; I assure you 1 

have^QthrtjpSf ^Mh£| ft farther than as 1 am prompt- 
P** you to lus letter, you will see his 
argUrnnKyou khpw him wet), and that, like another 
M-Ae MW Mrt i ster, ^ 

Tour le Sdint-Pi^re, il nc diroit 
Unc chose qu'il ne croiroit 

You 9te in high fortune, but still you must think a 
little of this part of^bfe world, aa well as of Provence. 
You will never meet with duch another year, on ac- 
count of the interest "I have at present. I should be 
wry sorry to be tcertfjA* here as I was at Lambeso, 
when in the hdte&.u£ a'ftiendship of eight years, whioh 
Md*4e Marsdllfis had talked so much of, and of the 
terms upeif which he had always been with the 
Grigftans, I attfeHiim to allow me to pay the courier, 
and he would noi consent; and When 1 went to the in- 
tendant to conjure him to wiite distantly by your cou- 
rier, you know how flatly he refused it : 1 have these 
two little things on my heart, 3md yet I do not wish the 
interest of the aUjte to prevenfyou from making peace. 
As soon as I rajl^hdlp, the courier was paid, the 
intendant loaded h&h wit* packets^ |M y child, I am un- 
fortunate : GAjwill art permit me, in my extreme de- 
siie to serve you, the happiness of succeeding. In reality, 
the lucky mine of the coadjutor, which brought abbeys 
m 

* For the^pty (jpd&cT himself, he would not say a thing he did not 
believe* 
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s#ml all kinds of good foitune, has been the molt ffco- 
fitqblc to you. 1 know not how he disposed of his nit* 
tural indolence during this affair; seemed to h&Yft 
sent it a great way of# and hw vig^j||tfcopp heat low, 
foresight, expedients^ couragtjaM|d^oM|j fc on^ were 
of the highest advantage to great 

confidence in him; but, whalMWljBir lhfce you not 
effected ? and how gloriously, too, 
behaved? In short, you have alt Ihree wn your 
parts to admiration. Ten or twelve persoHssent 'to me 
daily for news of the syndicate accordingly I have 
been obliged to dispatch no less than ten notes this 
morning, to madame de Verneuil, the bishop of Bfbfttax, 
madame de la Troche, M. de Brancas, madame ttafViU 
lar», madame de la Fayette, M> de la Roehefoucault, 
M. de Coulanges and the abbe de Tetu ; all of whom, 
would have been offended, if I had not acquainted 
them with an evcqt in which they seemed te take so 
much interest. 

I mu now gotodirifessiott, for the happy terteina- 
tion of this affair has restored my mind and softene&my 
heart; 1 am as meek as a lamb ; and the&ther will be so 
far from refusing mevabsolution, that he will give me 
two, if 1 ask it. I atn persuaded y <u have not been 
neglectful of this duty ’bn your side. 


« Monday, Ghnsumt-day. 

Ha! ha! mighty well indent! ^ha^jtre we got back 
to our lamentatiens^for the taunt de Quiche? Why, 
my dear chiid, he is in a manner foi^lten : nobody 
thinks about him, not even the marshal, who goes to 
court again as usual. As for your princess (de Mo- 
naco), dfter what she has already forgotten (Lauztm)', 
there is no great danger, as you say, of h<$ dying of grief. 
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Madame de Louvigni and her husband are dthghud* 
the countess dp Guiche would be glad not to mai;v 
again; but there^re great temptations in a tabouret 
The marstai’lpP^ is the only one that grieves; and 
she grieves 

You ave received two or three ot 

my letters, fair tmdfcness about the syndicate, at 
whic^ yoCjSntibrbut smile; but then in return J hate 
this of yon about the count de Guiche; and so set one 
against the Other, and we are quits: absence and dis- 
tance natuially pioduce these anachronisms. But to 
business. 

M. du Janet i< gone this evening to St. Germain, that 
he may be thfie at the arrival of M. de Pomponne to- 
morrow; I have written a long letter to that minister, 
in which I beg him to rcmaik how highly you stand 
with the nobility, partiament, and commons, of your 
province, and to do^you all the good offices on that 
score wduch can alone be done Yiy a person in his si- 
tuatWft- I have spoken to som$ intelligent people about 
theailence of the Sea*; they imagine it only ptoceeds 
from want of ftiotight, and that he cannot but be 
pleased at the taking <fi Orange, since the Isoith f 
seems to be so. I would not have you think that the 
brother } of the Sea is so iond ofhim as to adopt all his 
sentiments; every one speaks his own language, and 
follows his own humour, so ) ou aie not to care for any 
thing that li \s beep 4 W % the bi other. The gentle- 
man you menti<Sft"to me is*raismfofraed ; the Sea is bet- 
ter than i ver, lUid there has been no material change 
in this part of the woild. Madame de Coulanges and 
two or thiee female friends have been to see the Thaw§ 


* M. de Louvois. 

X 1 he archbishop of Rheims, 


f M. Colbert. 

§ Madame Scarron. 
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lioi great house, hut they sw no one else'’*. I in- 
tend to go there myself some diy, and* then I will let 
\ iu know all that is to be known What you write me 
about y oui g owing wcaiy of bung n5 tougei agitated 
by Intrcd, is very whttnsic*f; j^Ojw JiSfcploynicnt is 
liken aw iy , and now you are at &%sa what to do. 
Skip, sleep, you cm do nothing better du Janet 
tells mt you haidly cyer dost >oui eves. Think above 
ill things, my dear child, of the rc-cstabTishment of 
\oui health. 


llfiTii cclxxvi. 

TO Tlir \ME. 

Pai s, Thur dey, Dec 28, 1G73 

I bigin my letter to diy, but I ^nll not finish it till 
to morrow My first subject shall be your journey to 
Puis You will find by Janet, that La Garde ^fulhc 
pei son who thinks it moat necessary for you to cgme, 
ind lias even slid, tint it was advisable to solicit for 
pei mission j crlnps he imy have already obtained it, 
ioi 1 met has seen M de Pumponne Put y on say there 
j no necessity f oi coming, and then you proceed to 
give me such strong reasons against it, and make every 
thing appear so inconsiderable, that olhus lad the 
greatest stress upon to infoice this journey, that I an& 
(jute overwhelmed : .1 know with what forec you ar- 
gue, my dear child, and 1 have not theyovver to con- 
tradict you, especially when you ask me, “ if it is pos- 
sible that I, who ought to consider xnoie than any other 
pei son the plan of life you have laid down, would em* 

* That is, the L ng’s children did not appear, to whom xaadame 
^ ari an lu l lately hcei ap| o ntci gJ*ern kb 

r 


voi. 11. 
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bark you in an expense which may give a great shock! 
to the weight which even now you are scarcely able 
to support/' angpb on. No, my love, I would not do 
you so much jp tryj^od foibid! and while you show 
an example 1 >n, Wisdofh, and philosophy itself, 

far be it front tn&to occasion to the world to ac- 
cuse me a foolish, fond, and inconsiderate pa- 

rent, whoi'for the sake of a little gratification to her- 
self, and tffrough excess of womanish tenderness would 
prevent you from following the rectitude of your heart, 
and overturn and ruin the most prudent and rational 
schemes. But I thought you wguld he able to take this 
journey, as you promised me; and when I consider the 
expenses you must necessarily he at while at Aix, in 
balls, plays, entertainments, and feasts, during the car- 
nival, I cannot hut fltink that it would cost you less to 
come here, 'especially as you will have no occasion to 
bring nny thing with you. M. dc Pomponne and M. 
de la Garde have pointe^^ot a thousand little affairs, 
in which your pre^pyiM^Al. de Grignan’s will be 
absolutely neptssa mention that of the guar- 
dianship. I ijttn reaajj^S^eceivc you. My heart fondly 
indulges in the pleafciifj^liope you are not with child, 
and you stand in need of change of air. I even flatter- 
ed myself that M. de Giignnn would have left you with 
me this summer, amMJfTvc saved you the fatigue of two 
months’ travelling in one year, as if you had the ro- 
bustness of a mail. All your friends agreed that I had 
every reasoi^||^xpect you with impatience : these wore 
my motives; but these, all these, my dear, appear to 
you false and ill-judged ; I yield then to necessity and 
* t lie force of reasoning, and will endeavour, to the best 
of my power, , to follow your example and submit. I 
Hill look upon it as a punishment inflicted upon me by 
Igjjggven for my sins ; a greater could not well be found. 



DE SLVIONL. 


313 


ah ji om tint would so clFectually roach my heart. But 
m ike the saentue that is lupmrod at my hands 
and iisnlu to jnss the lcniainder oPfygy life separated 
liom the <'ii I \ puson in tin woild who I i* truly dear to 
nif, the onl. one who completely suit^ny taste, my 
inrhmtion, my heart, ind wjp loves «ne better than 
c > i . I* it all this must be given U P 1° GWi and I will 
do it, with his giace assisting me, and with a becoming 
a lor it mn ot his Pros id< nee, w hu h has seen fit to join to 
the j>l< ising icflections of the happ) and ilounshmg si- 
t it \t K>ii )ou hold, the poignant stings of absence and 
scpai it ion. These aie my sentiments: they art* net 
< viggeratcd, they arc simple and sincere; I will make 
the sacrifice lor ni) s Us at ion. 1 he conflict is oscr, aqdfJL 
will not say a woid more upon the subject, tat medlttlt^ 
me is< anti) on the mviniyble force of your argument^ 
nul on yom wisdom, which, While I pratee, 1 will enX'1 
dtasoui to imitate. 

Janet went to M. dc Fomponne at Porfc»$o^l; let 
him till you the mannomiM|||f^he was received, apd 
the pleasure that muiigtOtHPnK^d at hearing that M. 
Baous was chosen. 1 h ave ^ wt the pleasure of in* 
loiming you o( it, by a letter 4ic his written to hi# 
witc. 1 have rcc< ived a note fiom madame d'llerbigny*, 
who uiti is into the <dlaus of Provence more than ally 
one she is wiv amiable, andWaiy obliging ; she wish* 
<d to know the aflair of the syndicate and the guards 
and tins is an answer on the subject of the latter. She 
thought 1 had plepttbd her brother aqjtarh as herBelf* 
and when Ttold her how little lie likea me, and how 
firmly he refused me last year a thing which he did 
himsi If tin year without scruple, she could not help 
•atcruig exclamations of surprise : she cannot compre** 

* of M <!p RomlUde Mrl»j, lateiuknf of Prorc&c* 

p 2 
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liend that her sister-in-law can have declared in favour 
ot your enemies, after all your civility to her: she re- 
members, as th^yhighest compliment, what you said of 
M. de Rouille, that justice is his ruling passion; in 
reality, it is handsomest thing that can be said of a 
man of his professions 

There is no sort of ftnessc in the manner in which 
M. de la Rochefoucault, his son, Quantova * * * § , her friend f, 
and her friend’s fiiend J, are at court; there is no tic 
between them ; the son § is handsomely lodged ; it was 
all done under the pretence of » supper : he is, as you 
know, on very good terms with the North ||, but not more 
so than usual; his father does not go to that part of the 
world once in a month, neither does maejame de Cou- 
langes. Here is not the least view or design in any 
thing : this is a fact. I scarcely ever see Langlade. I 
know not wftfct lie is doing, nor has lie seen Corbinelli : 

I wonder if this is owing to his political fears. 

1 made ajl your animosities , as you drolly call them, 
to Corbinelli, and thtttapttTery well received by him. 

1 fancy he is come a little the affections 

of his old friends. B&Jr *0ti is just arrived, so I shall 
close this letter, and we will write to you both together 
to-morrow, and fill it full of news that I shall hear at 
St. Germain. It is said that the marshal de Grammont 
will not see Louvigni oriiis wife ; they came here from 
their country-seat, about ten leagues off. We think no 
more of the count* de Guichc now, than if there had 
never been suqj|;a person in the world ; you certainly 
laugh at us with your tedious grief; we should never 

• Madame de Montr-pan. 

•f* Madame de Scarrop. 

X Madame dc Coular.^os 

§ The prince de MarsiiLc. 

1! Monsieur Colbert. 
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,r tuvc done mourning, if vve were to dwell so long upon 
cverv fiesh occurrence of thi^ kind that happens here. 
We are expeditious in these matters; he you so too. 

LETTER CCLXXVII. 7 

> 

TO 7 11C S \M6. 

Pari*, Friday, Dee. 20, 1673* 

M. de Luxembourg is a little pressed neai Maastricht, 
by the army of M. de Monlerci* and the prince of 
Orange ; he dares not venture to remove his camp, and 
lie must perish where he is, unless they send him speedy 
and effectual succour. The prince" is to set out four 
days hence with the duke and M. deTdfcenne; the 
latter is to serve undei the two princes, and there is a 
perfectly good undei standing on the three. They 

have twenty thousand foot -and ten thousand horse ; the* 
volunteers and those companies which are nojt to marefc 
do not go, but all the restdor j&R Trousse and my son, 
who nruved here yesterdays ®*e to be of the number: 
they have scarcely had time to pull off* their boots 
before they are in the mud again : the rendezvous 
is appointed at Charhioi on the 16th of January. 
D’llac(]iie\dle has mitten you word of this, but you 
will lead it moie distinctly in my lettci f* It is cer- 
tainly very important new's, and haaot caponed a great 
bustle every where. Wc know nut'what to do for mo- 
ney. It is certain that M. de Turennejl not 011 term? 
with M. de Louvois, but it is not generally known; 
and while he continues to keep in with M. Colbert, 
there will be nothing said about it. This afternoon. I 

* Cover nor of the ^pitmh Loiv-co*intiies. 

f* M. U’Harcjuevillf wrote § lund very difficult to be retd. 
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had borne great folks with me, who desired their com- 
pliments to M. de Gngnan, and to Grrgnan’s ui/t . 
They vveie the gfand-masler, and the charmtr*; I had 
besides Rrancas, the aichbishop of Rlieims, C’haiot, L\ 
Trousse, £cc. *dHto all in like nnnner dtsncd to be rc- 
numbeud to yecu They talk of nothing hut war. The 
charmer knows alfour-Ofrairs, and enter* admit ably into 
our little perplexities. He is governor of a province, 
which is sufficient t# give him an idea of our feelings on 
those subjects. Adieu, Mjrjtearest child. Ipaiticipate 
in all tbs joylmf your cortftjrtV 

tttOM nfON’stfun fig SgVataV *. . 

*1 ABRtvBD relay noon, and the first new i l he*»c! 
was that wo were to fat out again immediately for 
Charleroi; what say j^pto this pretty arrangement > 
We 9torm, we swear, but are obliged to go notwith- 
standing. Our spiuce courtiers aie just at their wit’s end 
about it They had fitted the finest plans in the 
world for passing their thheitgrosably in Pam, afteran 
absence of tweftty months ; and now their projects are 
att overturned. I had much rather have gone to assist 
M. de Grignan ill his siege of Orange than go to the 
north; why did he finish his duel so sOofl? I ant vexed 
that he had so prompt a victory. 

I do not know wither you complain of me still, but 
I am sure the fault is yours ; \ou owe me several Ut- 
ters; but I forg^e you, in consideration of the multi- 
plicity of aftairs you have had on your hands, and on 
such occasions .only 1 allow you to forget a guidon* 
Ridiculous title! after a man has had it tor five years. 
Adieu^piy pretty little sister. You imagine, 1 suppose. 


• The count dfcJbude and the duke de \ ilk roi. 
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t'ud t I think of nothing but rest ami amusement; pm don 
nie, ia) deal : are my hoist, s uuly? aie my boot* 
read) ? I want a bttiei hat. p/jl <i /g sfffiigHoi monsu. 
T ihis is all 1 ha\e said Since 1 am veil at Fans. Has it 
the apptaiance of a iclum, alter untight months 4 
campaign ? 


LETTER CCLXXVIII. 

TO THl S \M C. 

%J(W^Mouto New Vsar**. Day, 167*. 

I wish you a happy yewi hyr cWid ; m this wish 
I comprehend SOht^oy things that 1 should never have 
done, if I were to enutneiatc them. I have not 
asked leave for you to leturn to Pans as you feared ; 
but I wii.li you iiad licai d whjlt La Garde said of the 
necessity of youi coming hither, that you n^ay not lose 
your five thousand bancs, and of what he thinks pro- 
pci for M. de Gugnan to say to the king. If it were a 
•uit winch you weic obliged to solicit against any one 
who designed to liijme \ou, you would dpubtless come 
to solicit it ; but as it is to come to a |dace%fAiere you 
have a thousand ollu r atlaiis, you are both guilty of 
the gua test tndoli nu All 1 what an enchanting thing 
is indolence 1 \ou tul its power too much; read La 
Gaidc upon this subject, ch ipttydie hist. Consider in 
the mean time, that \<>u woulitnavc the pleasure of 
seeing the king, and iciciving his obit ion. 

The edicts are revoked which gatte us so much unea- 
siness in our pi ounce, i he day that M. de Chaulnes 
declaied it to the btati s theic was a cry of Long live the 
king, which made efciy one present weep for joy: they 
embraced each other, bioke out irifco the highest ex- 
pressions of lapture, ordered Tj^p&um to be sugg, made 



bonfires; and the thank*, of the public were givt n te 
iVI. de Chauljics. But do you know what \k are to 
give the kinjftys^mark of our "latitude? six hundred 
thousand hvre.s, and as imuh nfSre by way of a volun- 
tary gratuit}*. .,\Vhat think you of this little sum ? You 
may judge by this of the favour that has been done us, 
in tdfeing off the tyupden^oT these edicts/ 

My poor son is arrived here, as you know ; he is to 
return on Thursday,, with many others. M. de Mon- 
terci is a very clever fellow ; he disturbs the whole 
world ; he fatigues, the P u ^ out of a con- 

dition to take^be field^id^^Hp^he campaign, till the 
end of the sprigg. TKfe tyoi^^ireire^^at ease in win- 
ter-quarters ; and when, after a tedious tnarch, they are 
ajfited at Charleroi, he has only a single step to take- 
to make good his retreat : till when, M. dc Luxembourg 
cannot be extricated. -appearances, the king will 
not set out so soon as lie jlid laitt year. If, when in the 
field, we had to make an attack on some great town, or 
the enemy would come out and oppose our two heroes, 
as we should probably beat him, peace might almost 
be depended upon. This is what is said by persons qf 
the profession. It is certain that M. dc Turcnnc is out 
of favour with M. de Louvois ; but as he is in favour 
with the king aud M. Colbert, it has no't'madc much 
noise. 

Five ladies of the Dalace are appointed : madame de 
Sou bide, madame de unev reuse, the princess d'Harcourt, 
madamc d’Albret, and madame de Rochefort; the maids 
of honour are to serve no more, ami madame de Riche- 
lieu as a lady of honour i» also discharged. There are 
to be only the gentlemen in waiting, end the maitres 
d f hotel, as formerly. But that the queen may not be 
without women, niadame de Richelieu and four other 
ladies are to wait constantly behind her chair. Bran- 
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c^s U in raptures that his daughter* is so well plrovided 
h>r. 

The grand marshal of Poland lias seat wfetter to the 
king, in which he tells his majesty, that if he has any 
pei son in view to raise to the crown of Poland, lie will 
assist him wilh aH the forces under his command ; and 
if not, ret jurists his protection and assistance for himi^ff: 
the king has promised it to him; however, it is ima- 
gined lie will not get hirftself elected# because he is not 
of the established religion of the nation. 

The devotion of La the oto$t pincere and 

linatteclcd you ever bi|j|p‘|;lBl)% i* perfection itself, 
.she is all divine ; r I have stibSHiufftfov which I 

hate myself : a certain female aci|lia$ptan<& of liers 
told her that M. de Longncvillc had a real affection for' 
her, and that he had prophesied she would become a 
<aint. This made such an impdfaftion on her, that she 
immediately set about a reform^ her life, resglvjng, if 
possible, to fulfil the prediction. 

There is nothing to be seen of the little princes j. 
The eldest has been thiee days with papa and mamma; 
he is very pretty, but no one his seen him. I embiaeti 
>•> 11 , my dearest child. I will sec if any thing can be 
•tone for your friend, who has so generously killed a 
t \- 1 lo w-ci eatu re; 1 % v; 

* The princess d*I Turcourt. 
t The king’s thi I Iim by madanslMontcspaii. 
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JJTTTTR CCLXXIX. 

TO THE SVM§. 

Bridal, Jan , If 74. 

It is a ycai ago this very day, since we mij ped with 
the aithbishop: at this moment peihaps y ou aic sup- 
ping with file iBtcnilantjL I am afraid, my ek 11 child, 
youi mi r th^k f«fene<l m.VOu say on this sulject to 
me, and to^Vbrnelh, ii^S&f&ble. My licai t thanks 
you for the»good have of me, in believing 

I held in abhorrent* ait villanecw proceedings* You 
ai < not deceived. 

M do ©rignan tills you tine, madamc de Thiangi 
has left off paint, and* covers her neck; you would 
haidly know her mt|}gis disguise. She is fiequentlv 
with madaniede Longuevillt, and is the vciy pink of 
the modish devotiOn. But she is still good com pant , 
and his not at all the air of a recluse. I dined with 
het the other d ly ; a seivant bi ought hei a glass of li- 
fjuoi , she turned to 111c, an 1 said, “ 1 lie fellow does net 
know that I am become a devotee ;” this made us all 
laugh She spoke veiy mluially of hdHntentions, ard 
ot her change She is \uy cant ous of saying any 
thing that may uuure the leputation of her neighboui, 
and stops short when any thing of that nature escapes 
her; for my part, 1 think hei more agreeable than evu 
Wagers are laid that the pnncess d’Harcouit will not 
turn nun these twelve months, now she is become a 
lady of the palace, and paints again : this rouge h the 
law and the nrophels ; it is (he gi eat point that our 
new devotion^uns upon. As for the duchess d’Au- 
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t N mont, her taste is bm> 1114 the dc id * Th<*jr say the 
oucln de Charost kills pioph foi her, with ill com- 
poun ltd nucMcfais, and thui buries thcAHn 1 leligious 
letieat iiu maichiontss dMIuxeflcs is vci \ good; but 
I i Mn ms js mor^ thin good Madame de Schombcrg 
tells me ui\ seriously, th it she is of the first oi^r for 
sttlusim uul penitent 1, not admitting any scotty, and 
rc I using c\tn the amtMfenunts of dt sot ion , iB a w 01 d, 

1 l is 1 pi intent in the true the woid, and in 

all tin s mplinty ot the primituc cbuich* 

The ladies of tht palac^re kept fh great subjection* 
The king has explainefVhimself upon this subject, and 
will ln\e the queen always attended 4 y thtiktf Ma- 
dame de Richelttn, though she does not seiwvmy long- 
ci at tiblt, is alwavs piesent when the aftfcen diheft, 
with tout hdits, who wait by turns. Tne countess 
d’Aycnf is the sixth she d#& not like the confine- 
ment of this attendance, and ejfhciHg constantly at ves- 
pers, scimons, and otlui leligious ceremonies; but llicie 
is no peif et happmes« m this workl. The marehioncss 
de Ca- elnau is fair, blooming, and perfectly ucovered 
horn In r gnef IS I clan, they siy, lias onlv changed 
In i aputinent at eomt, not \piy much to her satisfac- 
t on Madame de Louvigiu does«ot seem sufficiently* 
delighted at her good foituni She is thought unpar- 
donable foi not adoring hci husband in the sime man- 
nu when she was first m<uned<fHthis is the first time 
the public wjl> ever offended at a thing of this nature. 

* If w( mayb< itvi Bu /, she rendered *cmcc of a different kind 
to thr living Yl t dttnicis of Ch r tt vos the daughter of the super- 
intendent iouquet Bhc appiritatiy tnd lier recipes fiom her grand- 
mother, ot win h xf' have# printed collection tetwo \olumes, undci 
the title of Family RueipL by Madamk 

t Maiy l fauces de BouraojmUc, affc^g^Tmarchioness de No 



LtHTRS OF 


' 32 * 

Madamnule Brissac is beautiful, «nd follows the prin^ 
cess of Conti like hei slndo \ I a Coetquen is still the 
same as ever, She has a petticoat of blaek tchct, tm- 
bioidueJ with gol&^nd silur, and a brocad* cloak. 
This dress cost her an mm ense sum, and when she 

i 

thought she made the most sph ndid figuic lmgmable, 

< ver'yciK s n idjshe was dr e st like an actress, and she has 
been so much rallied in const que^ce, that^he Ins thtown 
j* as.de. J i Mameepsa * is a little vt\od at not nc mg 
a ladv of the palace. Madame de Duias, who would 
not accept this hopoui, laifghs at lui la Tiochc is, as 
usual, seiy rrfach intcicslcd in yOm aftaiis * but 1 cm* 
not e\£ 0 g$s how stiongly jnadame de la Fayette and M. 
de la Rocjtfdfoucault have your inteie^t at in ait 

Ma lamfe de la 1 lyctte and I vunt to see M de Tu- 
icnne a teW days a n o 0 he Ins a sliJit fn ol the gout 
He l itcived us with great civility, and talked much ol 
you The chctalier de Cingnan has gi\en lum an ac- 
count of your victoiics , he would have offered you In* 
sword, it there had been any occasion for it. He in- 
tends to set out in thiee days My son went yesterday 
very much out of humout : I was not lc“>s so, at this ill- 
judged and in cveiy lespect disagieeable journey. 

r lhc dauphin saw madamc ^chombeig the other day , 
they told him his grandfather had been in love with 
hci : be i ked in a whispci, “ How many childicn h i 
she Iiad by him ?’* Jhgy lnloimcd hnn of the manners (• 
of that time. 

* A ftigned name. 

t Madairc de Schombei* who s here s poke* of, mother of the mar- 
shal then hun,, t actuated Louis XIII , when she wo# only a maid of 
honour, by tl e name of mademoiselle d IJautefoit T1 e king s gal- 
lantry exacted so litdftwthat aba c\cn jested upon the subject and said 
he talked to her of flotmng but dogs, horses, and hun ing felie was 
handson c and discrepu S&0M||tachcd herself to cpiceu Aunc of Austria, 
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The duke du Maine * lias been seen at co&|& but he 
not yet visited the queen : he was in a coach, and 
saw o.ilv his father anil mother. 

The chevalier de Chatillon has elm longer any thing 
to sick for; hb fortune i-* made. Monsieur chose Hi- « 
flier to gi\e him the office of captain of In* guards, than 
mademoiselle de Gram i v that of ladv of the wardrob^. 

• * t » 

ffliis young man ihcrafbic has tire post of Yaitkic, and 
is well provided for : they say Vaillac is to have d*Al- 
bun’s, and that d’Albon is discarded. I told you how 
our states ended, and that they repurchased the edicts 
at two million si* hundred thousand livres, and gwe 
the same sum as a gratuitous gift, making tog$|faer*#ve 
millipn two hundred thousand livres; that air was 
rent with cries of Long live the king, that w® had bon- 
fires, and sung Tc Drum, because his majesty was kind 
enough to accipt it. Poor Sanzci is ill with the mea- 
sles : it is a disorder that .soon passes, but is alarming 
from its violence. 

1 see no n ason to ask the king’s pardon for the hu- 
mane gentleman who wa^ guilty ot assassination? the 
dime b of too black a nAuie. The criminal . who wei$ 
pardoned at Koucq, were not of this stamp ; it is the 
only ciime the king refuses to pardon. &o Ikavron fiafc 
mentioned it to the abbe de f» rignan. 

I have heard the ladies at the palace spokrn of in a 
way that made me laugh. I said with Montague, 
•« Let us avenge ourselves, by slandering them.” It is 
however true, that they are under extrenfe subjection. 

The report still prevails, that tfofc prince sets out on 
Monday. Tile same day M. de Saint Luc is to espouse 

. vi dll, 1 her disgrace during the life of Loub^IIfi She afterwards 
,, ..ar hdwiih her during die regency, fpr hfi*% spoken 'too freely 
' ta'dinal Mazarin. i • 

i The king’s son hy rnadame da Afontap**. 
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xnademcsjgfile dc Pompadour: aboufc' this I am quite 
indifferent. _ 

.Adieu, my dear; this letter is growifcfc too long ; I 
conclude it for no otkci reason, but localise tvtty thing 
,pif&st have an end* I embi itc (.n fc rnn, and beg him 
to foigive me tor opening mad anus dc (tuise’s letter ; I 
1?vas verv d« mtqus to see her style ; my cunosity is sa- 
tisfied tftgr e\cr «; 

Guilin agues said yesterday, that Pelisson abused the 
permission maa haV$ to be ugly v . 


LETTER CCLXXX. 

TO TtfE SAME. 

Pans, Monday, Jan. 8, 10/4. 

Never did I read such delightful letters as \ouis, m\ 
beloved countess ; I have just been leading one, which 
has chaimed me: I ha\e heaid you say, that! have 
a way of giving an agieeahle turn to the most tnfling 
subjects. I am ‘'Uic, my deal, I may with justice say 
it of you. Thue me fm oi six passages in jour last 
letter, that have a bnliiancy and sweitncss that aie 
irresistible. 1 do not know w litre I must begin to an- 
swer you. 

I have a great inclination to talk to you about jour 
fine sunshine, and your delightful walks. You may 
"well say I am married | stconft tiqje to Provence; I 
shall certainly make it* one of my coqnti les, piovidcd 
you do not strike this out of the number of yarns. You 
say a thousand kind things to me oc^ the coming in of 
the new yy ; you aie every thing to ihc, and my only 
Study is, fwt people may not see in what degree' yon 
are d me. passed ofer the beginning of this 

* An e\pret>sioq t ^yt i ffijEfem pe common, but which was new at \bat 
time, or it would yiT hb9Km m til noticing. 
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year, without lining a ^ylhibte to you on th#occasionj 
but be assured, lgy dear child, that this and every yesu 
of my life wHI*ho a continued ofegin of love, of wtiicll 
ctory bnk is devoted to you. Y&£ moralise admirably ! 
j is c e» ta.n, as \ ou s iv, that Time flies c\ery where* 
Hies swiftly. You exclaim against him, because hi 
robs you of some portion of your y fyj^ h and beauty, 
but he leaves you «tfR a I urge share: for % part, ] 
cannot behold his flight w ithoQffilitTOr^wheii Icomidei 
that he is e\ cry day bringing Wie fleareMo old age, and 
m the end, to death. Of tlm nattfty are the refluetsoty 
of a person at my time of life ; join With 
child, in praymg that t may iftw the 
sions fiom them that ChristUubfty' tfeftchefe. '***“ ****** 
This grand journey of the prince and M.ile Toretfme 
to relieve M. de Luxembourg* is come to nothing. M 
de Monterci, finding his army somewhat incommoded il 
it> situation, has made what they call a little retreat : 
so that M. de Luxembourg is once more at liberty. Mj 
son is the only one who set out: I never witnessed pfW 
dence, foresight, and impatience like his ; he will* hatf 
the tiouble of returning, hut that is nothing. All th] 
other vi an 101 s are hcic. • M. do Turennc lias b rough 
back a great many, and M. de Luxembourg will briilj 
the rfst. The ladirs of the palace aie to serve fori 
week : this subp etion, of lour Waittftg during dinner, t 
an unpleasant eirfd^jpwiLe for, ladies in the family 
way ; they wilrtfb otftiged tdf tafcfr mjdwives. with then 
in tlieir excursions with her t^ge^y. Madame l 
maif ch*ale d’llumidres * is vetyirtoch disconcerted a 
being obliged to stand when othersjfre sitting: if $h 
pouts, she will pay her court badljfc for ffae kii\g wjj 
hat e submission. I j^elieve *>»«** 
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iova’i, itte certain there is a place, where no wift is 
separited fiom hei husband or her duties* * * § We like no 
noise, unless tfe make it our*»tl\ts. The* new punccs 
have not jet mide tiheir appearance, some ol them 
have been at Saint Germain, but they hate not \tt 
been seen. Thin are plays and balls at court c\eiy 
week 'I he king is to d nice, and Monsieui is to It id 
out madeaioiselfc*de Blois # , to avjifd leading out Alade- 
moiselle f, whom heltekVes foi the dauphin. Ihuib- 
day next they ptay the new opcia J ; it i>» a most en- 
chanting piece, there are some places where the mu>ic 
. forced from mi in spite of myself, I am not the 
on ty po ft * who has been thus affected : madame de la 
Fayette feell'tbe emotions at it 

I frequently see Cor Li belli, who adores you, and en- 
ters fully into my sentiments for you, which does net 
a little add to my lo\ efor him. I hate a e^reat esteem 
for Baibcntane § , I think him one of the i i west men 
in tl c world, nay even lonuntically so, as I have heard 
Bussy say a thousand times, who was his intimate 
friend ; they were brothers in arms. I hope *oon to 
>have news of yom pt ace beinjj concluded, jw>tdia t'/ai 
osculata vtnl || , do you undei stand Latin ? you aie \ tiy 
humorous 1 Adieu my child : you are nowheie for- 

* Maria Anne de Bourbon, Jnrrud afterwar U, m 1663, to Louis uc 
Bom bon, pi into of Conti. 

-f* Daughter to Monsieur, hhqrmrAi) iqjl&Jfy q re n of Spain 

% C admys, written by QiunauTt, and set to tfusic by Baptist Lull 

§ A man of quality iu Prove nta attached to the prince Buss m 
his Mtinoira, relates an extravagant action of this Barhentai t lie 
was in 1647 at the siege of Linda , he went into ai old ctiurcn, r ig 
up a cor] se that bad beui newly burn. 1, brt u^ht It in o u t n i t of 
his jovial companion^ one of nliom took the dead man b^ tl e c h*r 
hand, and thus begpft lo Spake him dance. A duel, in which one oi 
the party was killtd, mb Mp d these orgies, wh cn tv -c uiut I'a^ain, 

r tcr they had beu « fltopate su&ru ^ 

II Righteousness kisptd each o her 
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^otiui Your brother is convinced of your regaid for 
him , an 1 loves yo* with equal affection he sa^ s, tnd I 
hclic\c him. 


M nJn, ifur ) living sent my packet to die post. 
IVIIacqiu\ille is just aruved with a piece of news, 
which we wish you to know by this potk^ The keeper 
of the seal** is made chancellor : Nobody doubts that 
it is to gi\e the seals to some other Jjfersotiu * The nears 
will be public m three 01 fuui it lVof som^m- 

portance, and will carry a great weight with *ts party 
The prince sets out in two days, and 1MU de ' 
likewise, though ill of the gout^ in 49|}er to f 
at the rendezvous at Charleroi tft&ot Mf J 

de Monterei has retired, nor that M. de I^a^mbourgbb 
at libei ty; we therefore revoke ibat report, and gjjye 
you this in i lb stead. 


LLITLIt CCLXXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 

Pons, Tiiday, Jun 12, 1074. 

Well, your peace is then concluded at last. The arch* 
bishop of Rheuns and Hrancas receded their letter* be- 
fore 1 did trine , M do Ppiuponne sent to infoim me 
of this imp ilmt ; cut frotn Si Germain ; I was igno- 
i ant bow evu oi the parttCtifai', but ngw I know all. I 
advise you, my child, to it. gul ate y Otlf conduct, cu- 
c l instance s* and since it is the Lntg% Will that you 
should be fucndly with the bishop f, WfedVour to ob*y 
him lint to return to St (urm dn : I was there 'flu re 
d iy *1 ago , I went first to M. de mho hat 4 

* p ! i * VI , on to Stephen d t ham. elk r of 



LETTERS OF 


not yet applied tor your lea\e of abjgnce, but " to ^cml 
for it lo-day. 1 rom iticncc we weal to the <j l ten’- , I 
was with madams $ie(hiuhus; th«#e was nobody to 
talk but me, and you iijp^ be *u c 1 w is not I’tfiuiut. 
The queen said without hesitation that sou hul Lien 
absent for mote than three years, and that it was tin.e 
for you to retpm. From couit we went to madame de 
Colbert’s, woois extremely c(fH 9 and well bred. Ma- 
dffBtoiselle lie BMijjf danced ; she is very pleasing and 
graceful. Desairs says she is the onl> one wbe reminds 
)u||Qf you s h V - “ d me what I thougl t of her dan- 
epfttause was required, and! gave it with 
readtofs. The duchess de la Vahcre w as 
; ebe JiUle daughter made mmselle, and 

At yoifltqg princess ift JbetUfn caHs her pretty mamm i. 
M* de Veneandois v}0f» theie^too. No other childien 
have j et made the j^appeardpee. We afu rwardb \u nt 
to pay our respects to Monsieui ami M .Janie : tin lor- 
mer ha» not forgotten you# and I never fail to present 
yyurjlutiful acknowledgements to him* 1 met Vivonne 
tlWfb^^vbo accosted me with# ** Little mamma, I beg 
ydu will etftbrace the gOMiner of Champagne 1.” — 
H And pray who is he?” said I.-“ AJ\mU,” replied 
he.— “You!” said I ; M pray who told you so?” — 
u Thd king has just informed me of u.” I instantly 
congratulated *^tic "writes-. dt fcuVons was in 
hopes of getting this po*t far hex *on. 

There is no [qlfyi of Hiking the seals iiom the chancel- 
lor the goo*) Inert* wa> so surprised at tins aduoionnl 
honour/tbat jfo %r»*’ to ftar a snake in the guv, and 
CMlj, not c oat foehtod the reason ol 1 k*ihj ihub loaded 

by madaaie Celbert 

Thisgs vacated by As cb vli cf Eugene Muiir*ct cf 
Sttony, wtridi happened June 7, M I. 

X of the s>cjK in lb’ », « n dn death 

of cbano^^^^BHE%flo Sts made chancellor ut Fiance iu is; 4. 
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ttitti dignities: w Sire,” said he fee the king* " does 
\ oui m ijesty intend to take the seal* from me No, 
no* cliincilloi/’ replied the king, * go deep in peace.” 
Ami mdeid, t'u v mv, in 11 always tsleep: there 
arc unn\ u^e conjecltm s on the subject, and people 
ta mot uudu stand the reason ot this augmentation of 
favours. 

The prmce set out Ae day btfbrtve<it€pcUy, ftftiM. 
dc Tuienne is to follow to-day* ' Wile ifrltamcaft,^* 
congratulate him on his daughter's wfiog ia the < 
household, for ho 1 1 «trr proud of 1 
turns you many thanks his year ku 
her. I let son has still noseoneq^ti 
the next siege, without the hot W „ 

It is said that the Ape* begtoato bo lesj 
the Torrent, and that ft f tea of Malstruil^%l^ 

entered into a league nf mfcihlri TAMr nrdj and saw tifce 
1 ud and the Sno» every day of thei^ lives : yep. 1 
all this could not last long, erl 
tumult, nor without bemg #i«orshA fl^je 
seems to me, with respect to the veeottoiftait^ 
you and him, like f man n ho goes fee confession, 
keeps one great sm upon Ins conscieuce s by i 
name can you call the ferkk be has played || 
the wise h*«h> saty , you mmt speak, you must ^ 
bate time, and that isSttffldjfcnt ; bet detiotyou^ 
at the faggoting of my 'fhlhrv Wi 

you think 1 have done with it* tyfsdiletdfl, 
it again, past scioltL Do you 



• Hie Dm, ib# Torrent, tl & Tire, \ 

|«tui n tbc mud » r and daughter r i liccS < 
tb s.u# penotn In tl n it steins I 
is tlu To rmi, madam* <lc YfeOttrc die Dew, i 
t l S’ tow r* prevnis th (jncen* 

f ^pparti tl) tb' bubop of MiWeU!e**| 


iffcni 
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do Sessac is here, tlfet he will * situation in the 
army, and will probably sbon b$ pretexted to the king 9 
This is manifestly dfedest mat ion. 

Corbmelli and I* talk Ip yrovidence every day, and 
we say, as you know, from day to day, and hour to hour, 
lihat your journey is determined. You are sery glul 
wer for this affair; for a rtso- 

B ng for u, quite a wild beast. 

ime deciding on a colour : it is 
ned mind, which, seeing at one 
, remains suspended, as it were, 
rah was M. Bignon, the great- 
«Tam the least of the picsent 
pm Jove decision. M. de Pom- 
ponpe iOfWtns'me you jteffved yotir lea\e of absence 
I am coRseqntfm ready to do every thing \ ou 
Wish, and to the advice of your 


^fwmftdDfine youjgfemed yotir lea\e of absence 
I am coRseqntfm ready to do every thing ) ou 
Wish, and to the advice of your 

feidods* % % * 

t JtfcOH ftfo AfTwfMn* bat not yet begun 

4b* tbw» i* no farther occasion for it, 
ft&dlsrei has «* last retreated, and M. 
4» Lwembourf ja fteoC with thoSssistane* of (ire or 
six thousand Awn, whom' M. <le Scbomberg aiwmblcd, 
and jyfeb wtuj>in,he so ut^A^y banned M. de Mon- 
fetrifi, that hewa« oblig^tf/Btire with bis treupa* The 


pfiuft is to Jm t 
him : this is<M 
"The ball was < 


^eittetywi^ 

sbpmcfatt 
as pate 


ur pooi fr’ciHlwitb 


jurended at half jnst eleven. The 
^Uhe dilipbin, Madam* ; Mon- 
prince de Conti, tin great 
ifpit de Roche -sur- Yon, madt inoi- 
Mrne as an angel, dressed in black 
ton of diaawmds and an apron and 
npe. Vhopmcess d’Harcourt was 
^tedeur in the play du 1 e^nh dc 
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Vierre. M. de Powponnc has desired m« to dim with, 
him to-tnorrow to meatjtospriaux, who ia to raM'ltfi'* 

Art of Poetry. 


LETTER CCLXX$VI. 



TO 1HE SAME. 

P^Mcraday^jpn is, w*» ( 3 
Sa i lm> \t last I (lined with M. da Bpmponee as 1 1 
>ou, and was there till five o'clock} enchanted, 

|>ort€ d, enraptured, w uli the beauties Ofpetpreau 
of Poetry ; d’Hacqueville was there, nto ‘ 

the pleasure y^u would have received frank it ** 
Pomponno recollected that one day When yogi 
Any little girl at jour uncle d*$cvign£’s, yefc 
hind a large window with yourUpother, and sald^_, 
were a prisoner, a poor tmftttonauppvincess driven from 
\ oui lather's house ; your brother, who was as handk 
some as yourself, and yap were^arhandsem* a# an wi- 
gel, played his part you wearing 

> ears of age, lie madwme Veraetuher the iff 
ly ; lie never forget# one moment that her has seen ydtjr* 
and promise s himself great pleasure in seeing yotragaim 
w Inch is very gratifying,** me* 1 own t Pfffy mpShfWf' 
that my heart is bursting writbjej^ but 1 *htf|^odeea£ 
it till 1 know \ our icbolglta* *4 * p *£$ 

M. dc Villars is re tuntll, feo^fi^tyftiti, and ha*> 
»iven us a thousand anMfng aA#S|^e*p«etiiig the, 
Spaniards I have at length SLefcJ* Jkpr|p*iiBher ceJI^ , 
tor it n nothing clw. I found I pl M p jto 
not a single hur upon her head, 
old Venice point, a black handkerchief' 
laded hrey gown, and an old pettii 
\ or\ glad to *ce me, w6 embraced 
Mu* (V*s not seem at all changed 
scr^ion by talking of you j she 



UmdttifS 

coo* 
g-yob as 
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well as she ever did, and seemed so humble that it is 
impc.'gible to help loving her. We then talked of the- 
re] igious life she had lately embraced. She assured me 
it was true that God had vouchsafed her a great portion 
of grace, of which she had the most grateful sense. : 
that this grace consists in great faith, profound love of 
God, horror for the woild and its vanities, and a thorough 
distrust of herself; adding, that if she were to go abroad 
for only an hour, this divine spirit would evaporate. In 
j^ort, she seems to present* it carefully in her solitude 
% a bottle of fine perfume : she believes the world 
Tfcould make her lose this precious liquor, and she even 
fears the parade of devotion might spill it. Madame 
deSchornberg says she is not to be compared to niadame 
de Mara ns. I For savage disposition is softc ned into a pas- 
sion for retirement : the constitution does not change : 
she is even exempt from the folly common to most wo- 
men, to love their confessor : she does not approve this 
tie, and never sppaks to him but at confession. She 
goes on foot to her parish church m % reads all our books 
of religion ; works, prays ; has a fixed time for every 
thing'; takes all her meals in her own room ; sees ma- 
dame de Schombcrg at a certain hour; hates news, as 
much as she used to like it; is as charitable to others, 
as she Uvscd to slander them ; and loves the Creator, as 
much aS die loved the creature. We laughed a good 
deal at her former manners, and turned them into ridi- 
cule : she has not the least air of the Collette sisters : 
She .speaks very sincerely and very agreeably of her si- 
tuation; I was tWo hours with her, without^being at all 
dull : she reproached herself even for this pleasure, but 
withoutthe least affectation ; in short, she is much more 


^amiable than she ever was. I do not think, my dear 
c^tild, you jean complain that I ha\e not been particular 

-*1 have just receivGd your letter of the 7th. I o\vn 
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\ on, my dearest, that the joy it lias given me is so lively 
that my heart can scarcely contain it : you kn^Tew 5 
strongly it feels and I should hate myself, if I were so ’ 
warmi\ interested in mv own ailairs as in yours. At." 
last, my child, you are coining ; this is the most dc#> 
light in I to me of all : but I am going to toil you somc-^ 
tiling you do not expect, which is, that I solemnly swear 
to you, that if M. de la Garde had not deemed your 
journey expedient, and that if it really were not so for; 
your own ailairs, I would not have taken into consider* 
aiion, at least for this ) ear, the ardent desire I havetO 
see \ ou, nor what you owe to my infinite nfll'Ction : I 
know hmv to keep within the hounds "of reason, what* 
ever it cost me, and 1 have sometimes as much strength 
in my weakness, as those who are wiser. After (Ilk 
s’nceru ronlV^ion I cannot conceal from you that Um 
pemtr.'.ted with jny, and that, reason concui ring with 
in y w Mies I am, at the moment I write to you, per- 
fect!/ .-atisfied, so that I think of nothing now hut of 
receiving you. Do you know, the best thing after your- 
self and M. de Grignan would he to bring the coadju- 
tor ? j ou will not pci haps always have La Garde ; and 
if i*i fails you, you well know JVJ. de Grignan is net so 
ziidous in hi', own affairs as in those of the king, his 
master: he lias a religious care of those, which can 
only be compared to his negligence with regard to his 
own. When he will take the trouble to speak, no one 
does it better, and we cannot therefore* but wish ft. 
You ar^not like madame de Cauvisson, to act aloiie ; 
you must wait eiu r ht or tui years; but M. de Grignan, 
you, and tin* coadjutor, would do admirably together. 
Cardinal de Helzi^just arrived, and will be delighted jUg 
see vjou. What joy, my dear child, will your retuMl 
oeca/'..,n ! but above all things, come prudently. It is 
to M. de Grignan I give this charge, and I expect him 
to toe accountable to me., I have written to* the coad* 

* . V .1 



, 356 LITERS OF MADAME !>E SEVICNh. 

* ' 

, juh>r, to entreat him to accompany you: he will faci- 
< c'ir audience with the two ministers, and will sup- 
port his brother's interest. The coadjutor is bold and 
fortunate, and you will mutually heighten each other's 
consequence: I could talk till this time to-morrow upon 
the subject. I have written to the archbishop. Gain 
my point *ith the coadjutor, and give him my letter. 

The prince i& come back, after having been thirty 
leagues on his. journey. M. de Turcnnc did not go. 
M. de Monterei has withdrawn Ins forces, and M. de 
Luxembourg is now at liberty. Within these twenty- 
four the chapel at St. Germain has been robbed 
of a silver lamp, worth seventy thousand francs, and six 
candlesticks of the same metal, each of them taller than 
I am. This is a daring insolence \ The ropes they 
made use of, to get in, were found by the Richelieu 
gallery. No one can conceive how the robbery could 
have been committed, for there are guards continually 
going that way, and patrolling about all night. 

Do you know that pence is talked of? M. de Chaulnes 
is since come from Briiany, and is to set out again 
immediately for Cologne. 

* The duke of Saint-Simon relates a still mure ext toonl'i nary robbery 
that took place at Versailles. In 01 : nhilit all the gold ornaments and 
lrinjros h (T o stolen from the state apartment, from the gallery to the 
cliapcl. Whatever inquiries were made, no tiace could be found of the 
n»bbcr. But five or six days after, the king being at supper, an enor- 
mous packet fell suddenly. upon the table at some distance from hiiu: it 
contained the stolen fringes, with a note fastened to it with tljfse words, 

■« Bunt cm S, take thy fringes again, the pleasure pays not LCif the pjin." 
SjjSm-Siftion was a witness of ibis. 

END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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